
 

                                                      

         WORSHIP AT STONE IN MAY 

All services will be virtual unless congregating restrictions are lifted by the government.  Watch our web page 

and Facebook site!  

 May 3, 2020 – 4th Sunday of Easter – The Lord’s Supper  
Acts 2:42-47   The new church grows through prayer and fellowship 
Psalm 23   The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want. 
1 Peter 2:19-35   To suffer for what is right is to be like Christ. 
John 10:1-10   Jesus is the good shepherd. 
Sermon:  “The Good Cat Herder” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
 

 
May 10, 2020 – 5th Sunday of Easter 
Acts 7:55-60   Stephen becomes the first martyr of the new church. 
Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16   God is a rock and fortress to save me.  
1 Peter 2:2-10   Be like living stones built into the temple of God. 
John 14:1-4   Jesus is the way, the truth and the life. 
Sermon:  “Stepping Stone” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 

 
 
May 17, 2020 – 6th Sunday of Easter  
Acts 17:22-31   Paul tells the Athenians that God has set a time for judgment. 
Psalm 66:8-20   Testimony to God’s saving help in time of need. 
1 Peter 3:13-22   Be prepared to tell the good news and endure suffering. 
John 14:15-21   Jesus promises the gift of the Holy Spirit. 
Sermon:  “It’s Still Easter?” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
 

 
 

May 24, 2020 – Ascension / 7th Sunday of Easter – The Lord’s Supper  
Acts 1:1–11   Jesus ascends into heaven. 
Psalm 47   Clap your hands, all you peoples. 
Ephesians 1:15–23   God has enthroned Christ over all things. 
Luke 24:44–53   Jesus ascends into heaven. 
Sermon:  “Ch-Ch-Changes” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
 

 
 
May 31, 2020 – Pentecost Sunday – The Lord’s Supper 
Acts 2:1-21   The story of Pentecost. 
Psalm 104:24-35b   Bless the Lord, O my soul!  
1 Corinthians 12:3b-13   The gifts of the Spirit.   
John 7:37-39   Living water and the promised Spirit. 
Sermon:  “Divided Tongues” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 

MAY 2020 

 Stone Church ~ The Church on the Green 

The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of 

Christ, engaging in worship that inspires and challenges us to learn and 

grow as we reach out in caring and service, trusting in the love of God.  

The Corner Stone 
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The New Normal 

 

“Let the Church loose itself from the destroying meshes of 
the old normal, and set itself resolutely and with 
unshakable faith for the real tasks of the present day. It is 
the new normal, then, that beckons the Church of God.”—
The Christian Advocate, January 20, 1921. 

My wife, Helen, had a “round number” birthday on April 
24 and normally we would have the kids and grandkids 
who were in town over for cake, ice cream and presents, 
but of course this year that wasn’t possible.   

So, our kids came up with something different.  Our oldest 
granddaughter, Annie, called Grandma and asked her “for a school project” what her different favorite 
songs were growing up and now.  Then the kids and grandkids performed (sang and danced) those 
songs on video that Annie’s mother, Leanne, stitched together into a pretty professional 25 minute, 3.5 
GB video, that in a family Zoom meeting (screenshot above) on Helen’s birthday, we all watched the 
video together.  Despite the physical separation, everyone enjoyed having shared family experience. 

Still, like everyone, we wished we could go back to normal and be together in person whenever we 
want.  But while restrictions will eventually be relaxed, things will never be quite the same—any more 
than they were after 9/11.  There will be a “new normal.”      

The term “new normal” is thought by many to be a 21st century coinage, a couple of years after 9/11.  
But, as is often the case, new words often simmer in the background and then come to forefront when 
popularized by someone.   

One hundred years ago the world was dealing with the aftermath of the First World War and the twice-
as-deadly Spanish Flu pandemic.  Society and norms were upset and people sought comfort.  In fact, 
Warren Harding was elected President partly with his promise of “return to normalcy.”  But others, 
such as the Methodist Episcopal Church, saw instead, as quoted above in their weekly newspaper at the 
time, The Christian Advocate, a “new normal.”  It is an article that is as apropos today as it was a 
century ago.  The article decries the calls to “get back to normal” saying the slogan: “That the church of 
today needs is not ‘Get back,’ but ‘Go forward.’ The fact of the matter is that it is impossible for the 
Church ‘to get back to normal,’ that is, to the old normal. To attempt to do that would be the supremist 
folly.”  

And that is true for us today and arguably for the past few decades.  Though the church did change in 
the 20th century, we once again must ask how we do church, how we be church.  I look forward to 
worshipping together in person; as a preacher and storyteller I miss having people and human reaction.  
But despite technical glitches that we continue to work out, the online worship services have enabled us 
to reach those who could not otherwise attend.  So perhaps when we are allowed to congregate again, 
we will continue the online services in some fashion as well.  Maybe with the intro, “Today’s service 
was recorded before a live studio audience.”  (Too commercial?) 

Until then, be safe and let us continue to pray for the crisis to pass and the wisdom to learn from it. 

Shalom, 
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Midge Bakos 

Historical Period Revisited—A Glimpse into Stone Church’s Past                                 

Mission in the Early Years -- A Significant Ministry (Part II)  

 
Pioneer missionary Martha Smith set out from this congregation in 1836 to serve in the Sandwich Islands 
(Hawaii).  During the next forty years other members receiving the call to missionary service were: Eurotha P. 
Hastings, Mrs. Anna Cleveland Hastings to Ceylon; Harriet Buttrick Morgan, Susan Kellogg to Turkey; Amelia 
Royce Bradley as a teacher to Siam; Elizabeth Everett to Syria; Maria C. Dibble to Hawaii. 
  
Not until 1907 did Stone Church “adopt” a missionary.  Adopting a missionary meant committed financial 
support and the name appeared in the weekly Sunday bulletin.  Our first “adoptee” was Mrs. Charles Gunn at 
Manila, Philippine Islands.  The church pledged $500 a year.  Her assignment with us lasted eight years because 
the church that was supporting her husband at that time desired to support them as a couple.  Stone Church then 
adopted Mrs. Elsie Schuyler, a physician to Punjab, India, who was born in Syria of missionary parents and 
educated at the Women’s Medical College in Philadelphia, PA.  Our adoption lasted thirty years.  Elsie visited 
Clinton on three different occasions to share her experiences while home on furlough. 
  
While we were financially supporting Mrs. Elsie Schuyler, our own Clinton native and member Alice Ellinwood 
was called by the Presbyterian Board of Foreign Missions to teach in Bangkok, Thailand at the Wattana Witta Ya 
Academy for Girls where she later became principal - serving from 1911-1940.  The Hudson Bible Class and the 
missionary society encouraged her with correspondence and occasional monetary funds.  Poor health forced 
Alice to return home after 30 years of service.  The brass cross serves as a memorial to Alice given by the 
Hudson Bible Class. 
 
Our relationship with Rev. John Underwood began in 1946.  He spent most of his missionary years at Chungju 
Bible Institute where the college trained teachers for work in rural churches.  We raised money annually to 
purchase vitamins to fight malnutrition.  And in 1976, Dr. Horace Underwood and his wife Nancy Schaub 
Underwood (a Clintonian and member of this church) began their work in Korea.  Horace taught English at 
Yonsei University and Nancy taught  English at Seoul Foreign School. 
  
I recall as a teenager that Stone Church’s organizations, including the youth fellowship, donated blankets, 
clothes, and refurbished toys to the local migrant workers. 
  
The missionary societies passionately went about their mission effort into the 1950’s.  Their well-attended 
meetings weren’t just “tea parties” or social events.  In addition to raising money for foreign and home missions, 
some members actually led mission educational study classes.  Letters from missionaries were read at their 
meetings to keep them up to date.  Speakers representing various overseas missions were welcomed to provide 
their firsthand experiences. 
  
After reading through many of the missionary society minutes, the serious study accomplished, and the money 
raised, the verse “for I was hungry and you gave Me food; I was thirsty and you gave Me drink; I was a stranger 
and you took Me in; I was naked and you clothed Me…”  (Matthew 25: 35-36a) described their missionary 
ministry. 

 

 

 

Christine Tuttle wishes to thank everyone at Stone Church for prayers during 
her hospital and recovery time following her back operation in December. 
She was able to return to work Feb. 5th as a reading teacher in the Utica 
system. Due to the virus shut down of schools she is trying to help her 
students from home. She wants you to know that she feels great and how 
grateful she is to you all. 
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MISSION ACTIVITIES MAY 2020  

Going to church doesn't make you a Christian any more than standing in a garage 

makes you a car. 

Hopefully you can chuckle over that bit of humor. And then, just as hopefully, you perhaps will reflect on how you 

are doing as a Christian as you stay at home. Some of us have adjusted reasonably well to our new existence, while 

others of us are really struggling.  Regardless of ease or difficulty, we should also consider how we are adjusting as 

Christians, particularly in our relationships to others. 

Thinking of others immediately leads me to our two main mission partners – The Country Pantry and Hope House. 

Those people who have depended on Hope House and the Country Pantry are now struggling a whole lot more than 

we are. And, more unfortunately, Hope House and the Country Pantry as agencies have lost their volunteer help 

while facing this expanding list of clients and unprecedented needs. So where does that leave us (besides sitting at 

home)? 

Please consider making monetary donations to these agencies. Even a few extra dollars WILL make a difference. 

Or, if you have sewing abilities, make simple masks that can be distributed to Hope House and Country Pantry 

clients. Cash or checks can be sent to Stone Church, as can the masks, and Janice will take care of the distribution.  

As important as continuing your support of these agencies, is remembering to make special efforts to stay in touch 

with friends and acquaintances.  Share some part of your day or a thought you had: anything to make each other feel 

less isolated.  

Finally, remember the power of meditation and prayer. Regardless of peril, God is with us. Listen for his wisdom 

and thank him for the shelter and comfort he unstintingly offers.  

 
 Mary Ann Stiefvater 

As of 4/26/2020, we have raised 

$1,302.00 towards our $2,000.00 

goal. 

Things that are NOT cancelled!!! 

Calling a friend with whom you lost touch. 

Breathing in fresh air at an open window 

Watching your favorite movie with popcorn 

Reading the Scriptures and taking notes 

Cooking a new recipe 

Enjoying Joy in little moments 

Reaching out to people you know are alone 

Trusting God 

 
As of 4/26/2020, we have raised 

$565.00 for One Great Hour of 

Sharing 
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DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the first Sunday 

of each month. All of the loose money collected on 

those Sundays will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons - Jim 

Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda Rance, Mary 

Chamberlain, Barbara Greene, Trish Harris & Bev 

Miller. 

Stone Church has implemented a 
new online giving tool called 
Givelify that is also available as an 
app on your smart mobile 
device.  Check it out on our web 

DEACONS CORNER. 

Like everyone else, I am living in a 
much smaller world these days. I am 
spending more time watching the 
birds in my backyard and was thrilled 
when the bluebirds  returned to nest.  They are so 
beautiful, flitting back and forth to gather twigs to 
build their home. The chickadees and I are now 
good friends and they eagerly await the times when 
I put fresh seed in the feeders.  I have had lots of 
time to notice many of God's wonders.  I notice the 

small things like  trees budding, 
daffodils blooming,  and am 
reminded that, even in the midst 
of all we are dealing with, God 
is always with us.  May you all 
be safe and well.  God bless! 

APRIL13TH SESSION HIGHLIGHTS 

The regularly scheduled session meeting was held April l3, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. virtually due to the events caused 
by COVID-19.  
  
Scott Leonard has been diligently working on video recording church services for us in our homes while Rob 
Kolb has been playing either the organ or the piano and singing. He plans to do hymns with just the 1st and 2nd 
verses. Right now all services will be done by Scott until July or August when there will the possibility of again 
having guest preachers.   
 
Scott will update the church voice mail to include church service at 10:30 video. 
 
Church members have been mailing in their church pledges and special offerings by mail. The new online giving 
tool called Giveify is being worked on by Dave White. 
 
The heat has been turned down in the sanctuary and the Fair Trade Shoppe due to the virus. Because the Fair 
Trade Shoppe has been closed since mid-March, Lauralyn Kolb sent $1,000 to Mayan Hands who were out of 
work.   
 
Janice LeFrois works from home part-time and comes in 3 mornings to pick up the mail, put the garbage out 
when she leaves on Mondays, cleans the bathroom and checks the building when she comes in. Helen Leonard 
occasionally checks the church building as well. 
 
The Menards took a trip to Egypt and would like to share their trip with us with a lunch when we get the all clear 
sign to be able to get together again in the near future? 
 
The Community Collection day for the Country Pantry was rescinded by the Village—possibly set for May 9, 
2020. The Feed Our Vets charity concert is postpone until further notice—possibly September or October and the 
Epic storytelling date is being pushed forward as well. 



 

 The Corner Stone                             Page 6  

 

 COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: BREAKFAST 

CEREAL, COFFEE, SUGAR, HOT CHOCOLATE, BUTTER OR MARGARINE, DEODORANT, 

SHAMPOO, CONDITIONER, NAPKINS, TOILET PAPER.  Any donation that you designate for food or 

personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 

ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  When we closed the shop because of Covid-19, we knew that without sales 

our ability to purchase new items from our vendors would be affected.  This is the time of year when we normally 
restock, buy new items, and get ready for spring.  Several of our vendors have contacted us to keep us informed about 
how the virus is affecting their farmers and artisans.  On March 24, we received a letter from UPAVIM (Unidas para 
vivir mejor or United for a better life) informing us that the Guatemalan borders were closed, and schools and 
businesses were shut down.  In response, their board had voted to support the women financially through April and 
then reconvene to decide how to proceed. 
 
The day before Easter, we received an emergency appeal from Mayan Hands, our other Guatemalan vendor.  This 
appeal reminded us that Guatemala is a country with no safety net, and told us that the price of corn, the staple of their 
diet, had more than doubled during the week.  Any donations received would go directly to the women artisans so they 
could support their families. 
 
In response to this appeal, the shop volunteers decided that it was more important to help with this emergency appeal 
than to save money to purchase new items later.  A donation of $1000 was sent. 
We know that the worldwide need will continue to be great for quite some time.  Equal Exchange reports that because 
of their cooperative structure, they have been able to share health information with their farmers.  They have also been 
able to adjust to all digital documentation so that the supply chain continues to work. 
It has been gratifying to see how the vendors we purchase from care deeply about these farmers and artisans.  Fair 
Trade really does put people before profits.  It is good to   know that our little shop is indeed having an affect on the 
world. 

With the schools and many business closed due to the corona virus the pantry distributed more 
than the usual monthly amounts, therefore they are in need of everything. They will continue 
focusing on the kids packs; food that children are most interested in. 

THE WOMEN’S BEAN PROJECT’S (in Denver, CO) goal is to help women 

start on the  path toward self-sufficiency and address the many barriers to employment they have 
faced, such as homelessness, imprisonment, confusion, loneliness, addiction and unemployment. 
The women in this program receive on-the-job training, career classes, classroom work that focuses 
on life skills and individualized case management. This month we are featuring the Women’s Bean 
Project’s 10-bean and lentil soups at our Fair Trade Shop, Stone Presbyterian Church, 8 So. 
Park Row, Clinton.  We have a large selection of baskets, exquisite jewelry, collectibles, wood 

items, chocolate and food items, clothing and toys from 38 different countries.  
Purchasing fair trade ensures artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy 
working conditions, providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to 
marginalized people. Due to the coronavirus situation, hours are by 
appointment only, by messaging us on Facebook at “Building Stones Fair 
Trade Shoppe.”  For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at www.stonepres.org or 
like us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/stonepres. 
 

The Country Pantry is in need for items for the kids packs. At this time a monetary donation  mailed 
to PO box 76 is the best way to go. 
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Postpone

d 

Postponed Indefinitely 

We had hoped to for the Stone 
Storytellers to perform their annual 
“Epic Telling” on Mother’s Day, 
Sunday May 10, 2020 after we had 
to postpone from Palm Sunday, 
April 5, but though there are signs of 
the pandemic easing, it seems 

unlikely large crowds will still be allowed to congregate 
in May and so we are postponing indefinitely, possibly 
doing it in the fall. We plan to tell the Story of the Acts 
of the Apostles.   

The Acts of the Apostles, written by Luke, is a sequel to 
his gospel.  Luke wrote the book of Acts to record how 
believers were empowered by the Holy Spirit, worked to 
spread the Gospel of Christ, and are a model for the 
future church.  Acts tells the history of the birth, the 
founding, and the spread of the Church from Jerusalem 
to Rome, the transition of Christianity from a Jewish 
religion into an international faith and the message that 
the Gospel of salvation is for all because Jesus Christ is 
Lord of all.  This includes the stories of Jesus ascension, 
Pentecost, conversion of Saul, Peter and Cornelius, and 
all the stories of Paul and the apostles’ travels as the 
spread the Word.  We hope to have an opportunity at 
some point to share them with you. 

The Gardener 
 

By Elizabeth Smith, Pastor of Forest Church, Lyons Falls, NY 
 

15 Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you looking for?” Supposing him to be the gardener, 
she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him away.” 16 Jesus 
said to her, “Mary!” She turned and said to him in Hebrew, “Rabbouni!” (which means Teacher). John 20: 15-16 
 

Amid the turmoil in our lives at this time, the world keeps on turning and the seasons keep on evolving. Spring is here! 

People have been out in their respective gardens tending to the ground, pulling up weeds, allowing the perennials to 

grow unencumbered, giving room for annuals to be placed alongside and to add to the garden’s beauty. The rain, soil, 

and sun are allowing the flowers to be fed as they are beginning to spring forth with their wonderous colors and hues. 

Our Gardener is doing the same thing with us during this Easter season, especially this one. SPRING is here  Rejoice! 

Our Savior is risen! Our Gardener is here with us forever creating something beautiful within us. As the song says, 

“Every morning’s an Easter morning from now on!” and it is! We are the flowers in our Creator’s garden. Each of us 

unique in our own stunning way. Each of us add to the exceptional diversity of the garden the Gardener has provided 

for us. Within our extraordinary existence, we each have a place in this orchard filled with a scenic view that the 

Architect of our lives has offered to us to revel in, grow in, and multiply in. Can we not understand the joy that has been 

afforded to us? Let us take time to sit back and unlock the resurrection of our Provider. What does it mean for us at 

such a time as this? Shouldn’t our colors be brighter, our hearts be bigger, our lives be more worthy? Because of the 

grace of our Lord’s resurrection, shouldn’t we be more prayer filled, joy giving, laughter making people? We are 

coming through the valley of the shadow of something of our own making and by God’s unending grace we are 

surviving! We will survive! A blight has hit the Gardener’s treasure trove of beauty. Some have died along the way. 

More flowers are starting to show their stalks through the tilled soil where seeds have fallen. A new beginning, a new 

start to try and be better, grow stronger to live in the gracious light that is always there and always giving hope to a new 

day. We are the resurrected people. We are the Easter people. We are the Gardener’s favorites. He spends so much time 

with us, pruning, watering, feeding, and watching us mature under His care. Be the beauty, the grace, the wonder, the 

hope for those that may not quite see to whom they belong. Be the Easter people of the great garden that our Savior has 

tilled, loved, and adored every second of every day of our lives! AMEN!   
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REMEMBER IN PRAYER 

Pete Robinson 

All who are effected by this global pandemic 

Phil Conley 

Sherry Robinson 

Pat Joseph 

Nancy 

Laurie 

Mandy Machold 

Debra LaFont 

Matt Fletcher 

Jason & Tanya Hamshar 

Andrew Bering 

Elaine Heekin 

Grace Whittemore 

Tiffany Heintz 

Dorothy Alberico 

Anna Gogel 

David Harris 

 

6 - Donna Goodfriend 

8 - Hal Rance 

9  - Tanya Hamshar 

10 - Jesse Miller 

  Leanne Miller Hirshfield 

16 - Debbie Altdoerffer 

  Sara Coe 

17 - Sue Raitt 

18 - Paige Pavlot 

22 - Zachary Blanks 

 - Brooke Villiere 

24 - Audrey Russo 

  Lauren St. Hilaire-D’Antonio 

25 - Paul Dunn 

26 - Debbie LaFont 

29 - Dianne Tuttle 

               MAY BIRTHDAYS 

      HAPPY ANNIVERSARY!! 

WANTED: YOUR PER 

CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 
2020 are now being readily accepted!!! 
Our per capita charge this year is $41.14 
per member. The church is assessed this 
amount for each member on the 
membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as 
a church and supports the meetings and 
operations of the Presbytery, Synod and 
General Assembly. Please consider 
sending your per capita either directly to 
the church office (P.O. Box 33, Clinton, 
NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

5-13-83 Debbie & Tim LaFont 

                             37 years! 

5-20-67 Pat & Buzz Joseph 

                             53 years! 
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                   WHAT I DID DURING MY COVID-19 QUARANTINE 

Bev Miller 

I used my extra time at home to clean out a desk drawer. Among some photo’s I found 
from back in the 1940’s, I also came across a letter (see above) that I wrote to my 
parents from the YWCA  summer camp, ALS IS KAN,  in 1944, (I was 10), and the 
article about my mother (left).   Enjoy! 
I hope to read some other stories from our church members & friends. 
 

Exact translation of letter:  Dear Mom & Dad,  There are eight people in our room, 
counting me.  The food is good.  There is a girl in my room who comes from Brooklyn 
and I like her.  The girls names are Judy, Monica, Peggy, Dorothy, Audredy, Barbara 
and Brooklyen.  I don’t like Peggy very well.  We went to Church this morning, it was 
a nice Sermon. We are going swimming this afternoon.  The name of my cabin is 
Midway.  Jo Ann Dorance is in the other Room.  There are 2 rooms where the kids 
sleep and a bathroom and the councelers room. We have the best Councelers.  There is 
a Double-Decker & Dorothy sleeps on top.  I can’t find my comb, but I hope to find it 
soon.  I might move over to Wayside but I don’t know yet.  Judy is playing with the 
curtains & the others are reading.  I have only eaten 2 lollpops, some lifesavers and 
cookies.  I’ll have to say good-by for now. 

                                                Your Little Girl 
                                                            Em 
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THE 5TH ANNUAL COMMUNITY 

COLLECTION DAY on the Clinton village 

green sponsored by the Clinton Area Ministerium:  

Support the Country Pantry with your donation of 

non-perishable foods now planned for Saturday, June 

6, from 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 noon.  We will adapt to 

what is permitted by the government for assembly. 

Let’s fill up the gazebo then but you don’t have to 

wait to help.  The Country Pantry has been forced to 

buy food in bulk and can use money donations now.  

The Clinton Area Ministerium decided that out of the 

funds we had collected for charitable causes to donate 

$500 now to the Country Pantry. 

You also can donate now by writing and sending a 

check to Stone Presbyterian Church with a note in the 

memo field for “The Country Pantry” and then the 

church will write a check for all the donations.  Or you 

can go to our Givelify app on our web site or on your 

smart phone and do the same thing.  Let us rise to 

meet the increasing need. 

June 6 

IN REMEMBRANCE OF EUGENE LAWSON 

At age 99, our oldest active member, “Gene” Lawson passed on at Lutheran Care 
following an extended decline of health March 31, 2020. Those responsible for his care 
enjoyed his kind appreciative manner and his wonderful smile. 
Gene was born February 27, 1921 during the depression. During those trying days he 
worked half-time while attending high school and he graduated as Valedictorian in 1939. 
He worked at a local woolen mill until the beginning of WWII. In 1942, he entered the 
Army Air Corps and as 1st Lieutenant, both as a communications and a cryptographic 
officer at Alconbury Air Force Base in England.  After the war, Gene attended the U. of 
Chattanooga and later the U. of Tennessee on the GI Bill where he met his wife to be 

Wilma Green—married 69 wonderful years until her passing May 1, 2016. 
After earning his bachelor’s Degree in electrical engineering in l949, they moved north to Schenectady to his first 
job for GE working three years before moving on to Syracuse for one year. In 1953, they moved to Clinton when 
Gene was transferred to the Utica plant where he stayed 30 years—retiring as senior engineer. He was primarily 
responsible for working on guidance systems for NASA, including Mercury, Gemini, Atlas, and Apollo programs. 
He was also responsible for the development of Skylab and GEOS space radars—projects for NASA and NOAA. 
When his job had moved the family to Clinton, they joined Stone Church in 1958. Gene was ordained first as a 
deacon and later served as an elder on the Session for 17 years. He also served as a Boy Scout committeeman for 17 
years. In his senior years he helped with auditing the financial books. Because he loved a hot cup of coffee, he was 
the first to the Norton room after services and to greet everyone with a smile and good conversation—but he also 
kept the coffee pot in good working order due to Clinton’s hard water. He was visible in the community selling 
fried chicken, Christmas trees or whatever the Kiwanis Club was involved in at the time.      
He will be remembered as a wonderful family man, with a strong work ethic, and a deep resolve in his Christian 
faith. 



 
                                                 WORSHIPPING VIRTUALLY 

Stone Church services have been online since 3/22/20, 

starting first with Facebook Live from the sanctuary so that 

we had a service in real time, but after severe problems 

with the first half hour on Palm Sunday we switched to pre

-recorded video (still uploaded to Facebook) for Easter 

(though even the upload took well beyond the 10:30 a.m. 

start).   

Pastor Scott Leonard has been performing the services 

(though with no liturgist as we have become accustomed 

to) with wife and deacon Helen Leonard as the 

videographer using just an iPhone and Director of Music 

Rob Kolb providing music and singing (unfortunately 

without our wonderful choir)—all at appropriate social 

distances.  Donna Goodfriend once again created our desert for Lent which transformed into a garden for Palm 

Sunday with an empty tomb on Easter when she also told the gospel story from Matthew of the women arriving at 

the tomb. 

We are also using a web meeting application called Accession Communicator from Northland Communications who 

is offering it free to organizations for 90 days.  It works much like Zoom, though has some better security and more 

features.   

We’ve used Accession for session meetings and for our Maundy Thursday service where we had over a dozen people 

and had some people as readers while Pastor Scott extinguished candles in the sanctuary as part of the Tenebrae 

service along with Rob Kolb providing the music and singing. 

While we could not have our annual ecumenical Sunrise Easter service on the village green, we were still able to 

have our ecumenical Good Friday service supported by the Clinton Area Ministerium with the Rev. Jeff McArn 

(Hamilton College chaplain) hosting the service on Zoom and Rev. Michael Terrell (Clinton United Methodist 

Church), Patsy Glista (Evangelical Lutheran Church in America), and Pastor Scott Leonard participating, using 

pretty much the liturgy we would have used if we had held it at the Hamilton College chapel as had been our original 

plan.  We had about 37 people attend online. 

We have been getting pretty good attendance at our services and others having been viewing them as well who do 

not or cannot normally attend our services, so there is that silver lining.  In an unprecedent fashion we have also 

celebrated communion virtually, following guidelines of the Presbyterian Church USA for Palm/Passion Sunday, 

Maundy Thursday, and Easter Sunday.   

We all look forward to worshipping together again in-person, but until that time we will continue our virtual worship.  

Look for updates on our web site and Facebook.   

Our web site (http://stonepres.org) will have a copy of the bulletin (as it does with all our bulletins and newsletter) 
and we just added copies of the written sermon also. Our Facebook page (https://facebook.com/stonepres) will have a 
copy of the bulletin as image attachments and the video of service.   
As much as we as a true community of faith want to be together again in the sanctuary in the flesh as members of the 

body, we are thankful that we live at a time where virtual worship is not only possible, but relatively easy (so to 

speak) for most people.  Continue to pray and support us as continue to try to preach and live the message of God’s 

grace and mercy. 
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Want to see what else is on the calendar?   
You don’t have to call the office.  Go to 
our home web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at the top or 
on the calendar icon: 



 

Please note… 

The deadline for  the issue of the June 
newsletter is Monday, May 18th 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

The Corner Stone 

Stone Presbyterian Church 

P.O. Box 33 (8 S. Park Row) 

Clinton, NY 13323 
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Non-Profit Org. 
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Clinton, NY 13323 
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Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  
Cell: 315-723-7420 

Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 
  

Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 
 Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                  Sexton: Jesse Miller  
 Office Manager: Janice LeFrois                Clerk of Session: Sherry Robinson 
 Treasurer: Christine Menard                 Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos  
 Office: 315-853-2933                                         email: stonepres@stonepres.org  
 www.stonepres.org                                                     www.facebook.com/stonepres 
 
                   Sunday Worship:  10:30 a.m.; Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. Monday-Friday 
                       (VIRTUALLY)                    Office hours suspended until work  places are allowed to reopen. 

 

 

To  see a color version of this newsletter in pdf format, visit stonepres.org. 

  

SPECIAL NOTE: 

Many thanks to all the contributors to this 

issue as well as Janice & her hubby, Zeke 

for the collating and labeling of The Corner 

Stone just for you!  


