The Corner Stone

Stone Church ~ The Church on the Green
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community Christ,
engaging in worship that inspires and challenges us to learn and grow
as we reach out in caring and service, trusting in the love of God.

NOV 2021
WORSHIP IN NOVEMBER AT STONE CHURCH
November 7, 2021 – All Saints Sunday – The Lord’s Supper – Consecration
Sunday
Isaiah 25:6–9 God will make a feast and wipe away tears.
Psalm 24:1–10 The earth is the Lord’s.
Revelation 21:1–6a A new heaven and a new earth.
John 11:32–44 Jesus calls Lazarus out of the tomb.
Sermon: “Heaven on Earth” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching

November 14, 2021 – 25th Sunday after Pentecost
1 Samuel 1:4–20 Hannah’s petition and promise
1 Samuel 2:1–10 Hannah’s prayer of thanksgiving
Hebrews 10:11–25 Jesus is the single sacrifice for all
Mark 13:1–8 The destruction of the temple and signs of the end times.
Sermon: “Provoking One Another” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching

November 21, 2021 – Reign of Christ – The Lord’s Supper
2 Samuel 23:1–7 The last words of David.
Psalm 132:1–18 The everlasting covenant with David.
Revelation 1:4b–8 The kingdom of this world has become our Lord’s.
John 18:33–37 Pilate asks, “Are you the king of the Jews?”
The Rev. Susan Solomon preaching

November 28, 2021 – 1st Sunday in Advent (Hope)
Jeremiah 33:14–16 A branch will come from David.
Psalm 25:1–10 A prayer for guidance and deliverance.
1 Thessalonians 3:9–13 A prayer for faith and love.
Luke 21:25–36 Signs of the coming of the Son of Man.
Sermon: “Surely, the Days are Coming” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching
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Heirs Apparent

“So you are no longer a slave but a child, and if a child then also an heir, through God.”--Galations 4:7
Scott, son of Herbert, Sr., son of Herbert, Jr., son of George, son of Rufus, son of George, son of
Friederich. If I am to believe Ancestry.com (and my skills at it) I learned just a couple of months ago that
this is the patrilineage to my forefather who immigrated to the U.S. from the Württemberg region in
southwest Germany no later than age 18 when he married Anna, apparently in Lancaster, PA in 1775. The
rest of the records indicates, though, that he and most of descendants lived in far eastern part of Virginia
until my grandfather and his siblings moved out of Virginia coal country in the 1920s to Dayton, Ohio—
where most of them worked in a foundry instead. In fact, Frederick was a private in the Virginia line
during the Revolutionary War and has a grave marker you can see today.

For most of my life I have looked askance at those who traced their pedigree with pride and elitism. My belief was you wereto be judged
by who you were and what you did, not from whom or where you descended or to whom you were even related to (including living
relatives!). I still believe that, but in the past decade I have come to see genealogy less like “royal lines of succession” and more like
history. Knowing more of where you came from informs some of who you are.
My wife and I have watched a couple of celebrity genealogy shows, “Finding Your Roots” with Henry Louis Gates, Jr. on PBS and “Who
Do You Think You Are?” on TLC and NBC. What I found interesting was how many times the person discovered an ancestor who had a
trait, like strength in adversity, that was still evident in later generations, despite the history of it being forgotten. It also became quite
clear that while it was neat to see someone trace their lineage back to William the Conqueror (Courtney Cox), those descendedfrom
enslaved Africans did not enjoy such history. In fact, they often only showed in the censuses prior to 1870 by inference simply as an
unnamed “Negro slave” with an age and gender. Once they found a bill of sale. For a human being.
Even though I knew my grandfather had come out of the hills of Virginia, I never I thought I’d find my ancestors were slaveowners—but
only because I assumed they were too poor. And, indeed, it appears that was true, though Rufus and his brothers did fight on the side of
the Confederacy, as you would expect.
We proudly recite the Ten Commandments, but generally skip Exodus 20:5 in the Decalogue, which says, “You shall not bow down to
[idols] or worship them; for I the Lord your God am a jealous God, punishing children for the iniquity of parents, to the third and the
fourth generation of those who reject me.” Harsh words that are hard to reconcile with a loving God. And yet, I now can see those words
in the light of seeing how my grandchildren imitate and learn behaviors from their parents (ruefully reminding me some of what I
unconsciously must have taught their parents growing up). The punishment is really the consequence of the parents’ actions and the
ripple effect through generations. Alcoholics often have children who become alcoholics, for example. Likewise, those who have love
and joy in their house, will better tend to follow them all the days of their lives.
Still, in the old nature-nurture debate I believe it is about 50/50. So when I brag about one of my children’s accomplishments, I say that I
can only accept half the credit. And when they did something more ignoble, only half the blame! The point is while we are each
responsible for our own actions and consequences, we also need to be sympathetic and empathetic with others knowing that part of they
are and what they have done (or not been able to) is at least partially of where they came from and where they are today.
And so we need to look at and treat people more as real and fallible human beings with very few wholly good or wholly bad. We can
admire people like Frederich who fought to establish our nation, while also acknowledging that included codifying the evils of slavery.
And we can look warmly on the Pilgrims and the Wampanoag sharing a meal together in thanksgiving for the natives helping the
foreigners survive, while also soberly recounting that the Europeans not long thereafter ended up waging war on them, killingthem and
driving them out.
The iniquities of our ancestors with slavery and racism continue to be upon us to the seventh generation and beyond. We cannot change
what things our ancestors may have done in the past, but we can work to address their consequences for present-day inequities to create a
better future for others. And to truly do so, while we must continue to help those in need, we must also seriously address the structural
issues that cause those to be in need. As Archbishop Desmond Tutu said, “There comes a point where we need to stop just pulling people
out of the river. We need to go upstream and find out why they are falling in.”
We start November with All Saints Day remembering all those who have gone before us, later celebrate the Reign of Christ, ending the
church year, and finally close the month with the first Sunday of Advent, looking forward to the time of Christ’s reign of peace forever.
We do so, humbly and contritely acknowledging all our sins and shortcomings, praying that we let the Spirit work in our lives to make the
lives of others better, showing that we all have a common lineage—that we are all children of God.
Shalom,
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Historical Period Revisited—A Glimpse into Stone Church’s Past
About Our Hooks and Hastings Organ
At the dedication in 1878 of the new Stone Church the chestnut organ
corresponded with the rest of the woodwork and was built by Hook
and Hastings of Boston at a cost of $2500. At an exposition in
Philadelphia in the early 1800’s, this model organ with 20 stops and
738 pipes (we now have close to 1000 pipes and added stops) earned
first prize as best organ of its time.
As with any fine instrument, it requites consistent maintenance and
care. Presently the Kerner and Merchant Pipe Organ Builders maintain
and tune our organ twice a year and they have been known to come for
special repair jobs. To do this, the temperature in the sanctuary has to
be at the normal Sunday morning level since changes in temperature
affect the pitch. This process involves regulating the column of air in
each pipe by either adjusting the sleeve or a setscrew.
Over the years many changes occurred. In 1920, the blower was electrified eliminating the need to pump the
blowers manually—referred to as “blowing the organ.” I remember when I first started straightening up the
old file cabinet finding little slips of 2’x 3’ paper saying $1 to (person’s name) for “blowing the organ”. I
asked the repair man about this and he showed me where the person went to pump the air with a wooden
lever on cue from the organist. Thus, having the blower electrified made things easier for the organist.
In the summer of 1940 Florence Jones got her wish to move the console downstairs to the front of the church
to the chancel. The work was done by the Buhl Organ Co. of Utica—cost $2,100. The mechanical action
was replaced with an electric action and the pitch was lowered from concert pitch to philharmonic pitch. The
chancel was remodeled to accommodate the console and seats made for the choir. The distance from the
pipes caused a sound delay which was problematic for the choir. Three hundred persons attended the
dedication of this event.
In 1954 the session voted to return the console to the choir loft where it is now located and where the
acoustics are much better. Florence Jones was not happy with the decision but her love for the loyalty of the
choir and her love of playing that organ kept her at her job. That same year a set of chimes (a memorial gift)
was an added dimension to be used at the organist’s discretion with the flip of a switch on the organ.
In 1969, the Chase Organ Co. made several needed repairs to the tune of $1,300. In 1983, faced with buying
a new organ or to build a new console, a new console was built to match the church’s décor, a new coupler
and pedal switching system installed, and new pipes were added paid for by a separate $16,000 pledged
fund.
Florence Jones retired in October 1974 but continued on special occasions, including Easter of ’75 and ’76
after 52 years of service. Stephen Smith, Peter Walther, Hermine Williams, and Maria Tyksinski continued
until Rob Kolb and family joined us in September of 1990. Some of us remember when Betty Gilbert,
Barbara Young, and Mickey Adams served ably as substitute organists. And we can’t forget when as college
students, David Kolb directed the choir with Sarah Ziegler and Jeff Dyer at the organ during Rob Kolb’s two
-year leave. Both Lauralyn and Rob Kolb continue to bring their creativity and musical talent to our worship
services.

Midge Bakos
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MISSION 2021
The Time Before
As October’s foliage is changing to November’s browns and bareness, it would be easy to dismiss this period
of time as bleak, chilly and somewhat dull. It is the time before. The time before Thanksgiving, the time
before Advent, the time before the joy of Christ’s birth and the bustle of Christmas and the time before our
new year of 2022. But truly, especially if you are considering Stone church and the liturgical year, this period
of October and November was and is most exciting and much more than the time before.

October 24th was the first Sunday of our Stewardship series based on the succinct message of James 1:17:
Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the father. On this Sunday, the Reverend
Jeff McArn led our worship by reminding us of our multi-faceted and sometimes confusing (to us) relationship
with our God from whom all originates.
October 31st, the second Sunday of Stewardship, included The Lord’s Supper, and again offered homage to
the God who bestows upon us all that is worthwhile. Additionally, October 31 was Reformation Sunday, the
day we remember Martin Luther whose conviction that the church can and should always endeavor to be better
led to the creation of a new branch of Christianity called Protestantism and kindled our spirit of always striving
to do and be better.
Monday, November 1 st is All Saints Day, the day when we remember those whose passions and actions left
indelible messages and marks for the future.

Sunday, November 7, will be the final Sunday of our concentrated consideration of James 1:17 and the final
Stewardship Sunday of 2021. On this Sunday, which we call Consecration Sunday, we will formally present
our gifts and also celebrate our renewed commitment to follow God’s light, to spread love, work to improve
the lives of all, and to live in a way that shares the gifts from God above. Our celebration will be a luncheon in
the church dining room. Good food and good conversation with our church family and friends in our lovely
dining room is a wonderful way to celebrate our joyful generosity and the assurance from James 1:17 that
“Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the father.”
As you participate in and think about all these special October and November days including both the Consecration Sunday service and meal, you will see why this period of October and November IS NOT the time before. It definitely is a time when the promise of James 1:17 is very real.

You are Invited
MARK YOUR CALENDARS
Sunday, November 7, immediately after our worship service, we will gather in our dining room to
enjoy conversation and a delectable lunch. While planned as a celebratory luncheon to mark the final
stage of our Stewardship campaign, this meal will be a festive opportunity for us to catch up with
each other and share important and unimportant bits of our lives.

Please plan to participate in this opportunity to enjoy good food, good company and our pleasure in
working together to share all that has been imparted to each of us by our most loving God.
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!
Please note that per capita payments for 2021are now being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this
year is $41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for each member on the membership roll.
The per capita is the cost of our representative democracy as a church and supports the meetings and
operations of the Presbytery, Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending your per capita either
directly to the church office (P.O. Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your pledge envelope.
Thank you in advance for your help.

DEACON’S CORNER
SOMETHING TO THINK ABOUT
When a flashlight grows dim or
quits working, do you throw it away?
Of course not!! You change the batteries.
When a person messes up or finds
themselves in a dark place,
do you cast them aside?
Of course not!!
You help them find their batteries.
Some need AA…attention and affection;
Some need AAA…attention, affection and
acceptance;
Some need C…compassion;
Some need D…direction.
And if they still don’t seem to shine…
Simply sit with them quietly and share your
light!!!

THE WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:

We would like to thank ANYONE
AND EVERYONE who helped out in any way with our DRIVE-THRU BREAD
SALE on Saturday, September 18th, 2021. We were able to raise a total of $1,018 to
be sent to the Westernville Presbyterian Church, which was severely damaged by a
tornado in July. The weather cooperated and we had a steady stream of customers for
most of the time. The generosity of our church community really shines through when
a need arises.
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HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:

This month’s wish list includes the following;
shampoo, conditioner, soap, toothpaste, razors and VOLUNTEERS TO TAKE THEIR
RECYCLING TO THE RECYCLING FACILITY. IF INTERESTED, PLEASE CALL
HOPE HOUSE AT 315-793-3723. Any donation that you designate for food or personal needs
will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (315-853-8289) or
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com

THE COUNTRY PANTRY needs packages of gravy mix, (no glass bottles please) and cranberry
sauce for Thanksgiving. For Christmas, they are focusing on collecting children's lap blankets but will take
adult ones as well. Any donation of food or money will be accepted. As always, the pantry is very thankful
for your support.

THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:

It’s not too early to start your Christmas shopping! Our Cycling
Santa Ornament is crafted from banana fiber by artisans in Kenya. Good things come in
threes! Our Good Things Earrings are handcrafted by artisans in India, featuring Iolite,
Smoky Quartz and Chalcedony gems. Our West Bank dipping bowls are crafted in the
ceramic traditions long part of the Palestinian city of Hebron, emphasizing the beauty of
nature. Each holds 3 ounces, is 1 ½” h x 3 ½” dia. These and many, many more unique
handcrafted gift items can be purchased in our FAIR TRADE SHOP, STONE
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, 8 SO. PARK ROW, CLINTON. Our hours are 10am to
4pm every Thursday and second Saturdays, plus every Saturday between Thanksgiving and
Christmas. Also, don’t forget to visit us during the Shoppers Stroll on Friday, November 26 th.
Purchasing fair trade items ensures artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working
conditions, providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized people. LET US BE
YOUR GO-TO GIFT SHOP! Visit us at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or www.facebook.com/
buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe.

SESSION MEETING HIGHLIGHTS - OCTOBER 11, 2021
During devotions our guest Larry Beasley came to discuss the possibility of a collaborative ministry project where the
possibility of doing things together such as joint worship services and ministry projects. First Presbyterian Church in
Utica is losing their pastor and we are being invited to be part of the talks. Groups of other churches are willing to
experiment and try it for six months. This may also include Stone Storytellers. Donna Goodfriend showed interest in
being part of it. Obviously more planning and discussion is needed.
We discussed a request from LutherCare for a donation and decided to discuss it further next month.
The treasurer reported that all accounts are healthy. She reported that a donation of $5,600 was given by a couple
who are friends of Stone Church. Bulbs were out of some light fixtures in the secretary’s office and Dwight Dibble
who removed the bulbs found that some of the wires were fried and set about fixing them. The session agreed that if
better lighting was needed to go ahead with fixing the problem. With the need of a new $4,500 furnace downstairs
and additional duct work that needs to be done, the donation listed above is welcome.

From the Utica Presbytery meeting on 9/28/21 that Donna Goodfriend attended (virtually). They reported the compensation social security will be 6.2%, leaving our per capita the same at $41.14 per person. We were informed that
the Whitesboro Church will be closing its doors September 2023.
Linda Rance reported from the deacons that on October 3rd a baptism cake and a rose were given for Graham Massi.
She also reported on the homebound and added that coffee hour is going fine and folks are helping with church
chores.
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NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS
4

-

Tom Copfer
Linell Machold

Michael Britton
Sara Tolliver

9

My precious dog Sadie

11 -

Laura Stiefvater

Erin Todd

12 -

Olivia Rogers

Pat Joseph

16 -

Shannon LaFont

Lori Chamberlain

18 -

Scott McDonough

19 -

Sarah Menard

22 -

Judy LaGasse

23 -

Jeff Machold

Sue Raitt
Dave & Trish Harris

Anne Dunn & Family
Jeff Kolb

-

Betzy Joseph

Jim Kubat
Debra LaFont

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS
TIME ENDS

It’s time to fall back. Don’t forget
to set you clocks back one hour on
Sunday, November 7th at 2:00 a.m.
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DON’T FORGET THE DEACONS!

Please keep the Deacons in mind on the first Sunday of
each month. All of the loose money collected on those
Sundays will go to support the ministry of the Deacons.
Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons - Jim Gavett,
Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda Rance, Judy LaGasse,
Barbara Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller.

Want to see what else is on the
calendar? You don’t have to call
the office. Go to our home web
page - stonepres.org, and click on
the “Calendar” tab at the top or on
the calendar icon.

THE RISE AGAINST HUNGER:

Another one in the bag! (Ha!) Thanks to the two crews I
worked with on filling the bags! It's supposed to be a fun event--which if you work with me means making sure
you pack more bags and faster than any other team with me calling out the order of pouring "1-2-3!" ignoring
the upbeat music in the background. They call me "Mr. Wonderful." That's a compliment, right?
Pastor Scott Leonard

THE WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:

A HUGE thank you to EVERYONE who
helped out in ANY WAY with our Harvest Drive-Thru Pie Sale on Saturday,
October 9th. We had lots of participation, both in baking and selling the pies.
A special thanks to Donna Goodfriend for her very generous donation of time
and supplies. We were able to raise $1,600 which will go to support our various mission projects at the end of the year. The weather co-operated and we
had several people who made very nice compliments on how our church looks.
We look forward to our Spring Pie Sale.

The Corner Stone

P ag e 9

BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS: Though the rain had stopped, a light

turnout, but appreciated by those who came for the Blessing of the Animals! Thanks to
Michael Terrell, Jean Skinner, and Janet Griffiths along with Scott Leonard for doing the
service!

HANGING OF
THE GREENS
Sunday, November 21st
Wow!! Can’t believe we are thinking of Christmas already. Where has the year gone? We have a tradition in
our Church called “The Hanging Of The Greens”. This is the day we decorate the Sanctuary for the beginning
of Advent which is the preparation for the celebration of the birth of Jesus Christ at Christmas. The Shoppers
Stroll is the day after Thanksgiving and we have always decorated the Church the Sunday before. In the past
we have had a wonderful turnout of volunteers and it makes the time fun. So, we will be decorating on Sunday,
November 21st after the Church service. But, before that, the Deacons will supply a light lunch and we will
have a time together before we begin. So, mark your calendars and plan on helping. Even if you can’t stay to
help please plan on having lunch with us. See you all there!!!

A BIG thank you to Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and maintains
around the Church both inside and outside!!!! She even gets all the flowers and
plants ready for our cold upstate winters. You can hardly ever drive by the
Church that you don’t see Midge working around the grounds and doing her
magic!!!! This is just one of the many “hats” that Midge wears!!!!!
Thanks!!!!!

Stone Church has implemented a new
online giving tool called Givelify that
is also available as an app on your
smart mobile device. Check it out on
our web page.
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BAPTISM OF GRAHAM MASSI, son of Peter and Emily Massi, on 10/3/21—World
Communion Sunday! Such a joy for all after a year and half of a pandemic!

SUPER SOUPER SUNDAY
In short, the plan was that everyone who could would bring a pot of soup to church on Sunday, October 17. The
details were that after the worship service, the soup would be packed into Your Neighbors’ containers, be delivered to the freezers at Zion Lutheran church and would then be available for clients of the Your Neighbors food
delivery program. And in reality that is what happened. But, oh, what wonderful other things occurred for that
event.
So many people were there helping. Some provided assistance getting pots into church, others in organizing
soups, containers, labels and supplies. Generous quantities of a delightful array of soups were provided: chicken noodle, lentil, minestrone, chicken rice, vegetable, pasta fagioli, vegetable beef, split pea, ham, and more.
Soups were ladled and labeled, sealed and stacked amidst laughter, conversation and the companionship of a
shared task. Pots were rinsed/washed and returned to their owners. Finally, cartons of filled containers were
ready to be taken to their temporary resting place in Zion Lutheran Your Neighbors freezers. All in all, Stone
Church provided 220 cartons of soup for Your Neighbors clients.
Special thanks to Patsy Glista who opened Zion church when it was closed so empty containers could be picked
up and again opened up so full containers could be frozen and to Donna Goodfriend who uncomplainingly took
over this project when it got the busiest. Most of all, thank you to all of Stone Church for making this initiative
a success and enabling us to truly help many people who have extremely limited options.

The Corner Stone

P ag e 1 1

Stewardship for 2022
EVERY GOOD AND PERFECT GIFT IS FROM ABOVE, COMING DOWN
FROM THE FATHER (James 1:17)
Our Stewardship Campaign is underway. If you have not received a Stewardship
Letter and accompanying “Estimate of Giving Card” on which you can designate
your gift or commitment to Stone Church in 2022, please call our Church Office
Administrator, Janice LeFrois at 315-853-2933 to request your copies.
Our remaining services will be Oct 31 and November 7. We have designated November 7 as our consecration Sunday, the day in which our gifts are formally presented and our commitments celebrated with a special luncheon. Please plan to join
us on these Sundays.
For those that cannot participate in person, correspondence and pledges can be
mailed to Stone Church, PO Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323.

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIA'S
Poinsettias are available this year for those who wish to remember a loved one. Red, White, Pink or Ice
Crystal (whitish-pink) colors are available for $6.50.

Please fill out the form below and put in the collection plate or send to the church with a check made
out to the church. The plants can be picked up after the Christmas Eve service. The order deadline
is November 28th. Questions? Call Judy LaGasse (315) 725-2217 or Janice LeFrois (315) 853-2933
Name of donor (s)
____________________________________________________________________

Given in memory of
____________________________________________________________________
or
Given in honor of
____________________________________________________________________
Choice of color

_____________________________

Amount enclosed _________
Deacons to take
for shut-ins

NO ________

YES ________

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage
PAID
Clinton, NY 13323
Permit No. 37
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor
Cell: 315-723-7420
Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com
Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus
Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb

Clerk of Session: Sherry Robinson

Office Manager: Janice LeFrois
Sexton: Lee Kelso
Office: 315-853-2933
www.stonepres.org
www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/

Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos
Treasurer: Christine Menard
Email: stonepres@stonepres.org
www.facebook.com/stonepres

Sunday Worship 10:30 am in person, streamed & recorded on Facebook Live
Church Office hours: 9:00 am - 1:00 pm weekdays

Newsletter team:
Many thanks to Midge Bakos, Emily Hughes,
and Donna Goodfriend who have folded, taped
and labeled this issue of The Corner Stone just
for you!

Please note…
The deadline for the issue of the December
newsletter is Friday, November 19th.

To see a color version of this newsletter in pdf format, visit stonepres.org.

