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      Stone Church ~ The Church on the GreenStone Church ~ The Church on the Green  
 
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community Christ, 
        engaging in worship that inspires and challenges us to learn and grow  
                as we reach out in caring and service, trusting in the love of God. 

    

 October 3, 2021 – 19th Sunday after Pentecost 

 Genesis 2:18–24   God creates a companion for the man. 

 Psalm 8   O Lord, how majestic is your name. 

 Hebrews 1:1–4; 2:5–12   God has spoken through a suffering Son. 

 Mark 10:2–16   Teaching on divorce/blessing the children. 

 Sermon: “On the Level” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
 

October 10, 2021 – 20th Sunday after Pentecost 

Amos 5:6–7, 10–15   Israel is warned about social injustice.   

Psalm 90:12–17   Plea for God’s compassion. 

Hebrews 4:12–16   The word of God is active; we have a great high priest. 

Mark 10:17–31   Jesus and the rich man. 

Sermon: “The Good Life” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 

  

   October 17, 2021 – 21st Sunday after Pentecost     

   Isaiah 53:4-12   All we like sheep have gone astray. 

   Psalm 91:9-16   The Lord will protect those who know his name.   

   Hebrews 5:1-10   Christ is a humble, sympathetic high priest. 

   Mark 10:35-45   James and John request the best seats. 

   Sermon: “Honor and Glory” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
                                                                                                                  

October 24, 2021 – 22nd Sunday after Pentecost 

Jeremiah 31:7–9   Sing along with gladness. 

Psalm 126   Sow with tears; reap with joy. 

Hebrews 7:23–28   Jesus as high priest. 

Mark 10:46–52   Jesus heals a blind man. 

The Rev. Jeff McArn preaching  

 

WORSHIP IN OCTOBER AT STONE CHURCHWORSHIP IN OCTOBER AT STONE CHURCH 

October 31, 2021 – Reformation Sunday – The Lord’s Supper 

Deuteronomy 6:1-9   Hear, O Israel: the Lord is Our God 

Psalm 146   Our hope is in the Lord 

Hebrews 9:11-14   The blood of Christ purifies us 

Mark 12:28-34   The greatest commandment  

Sermon:  “Hear” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
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And…action! 
 
Calvin and Hobbes.  One of the greatest comic strips of all time.  Funny yet incisive, it was 
created by cartoonist Bill Watterson.  It was syndicated from 1985 to 1995, but still rings true 
today.  The too-smart-for-his-own-britches six-year-old Calvin was named after the 16th-
century theologian John Calvin to whom Presbyterianism ultimately traces back. 

   
Calvin has a stuffed animal tiger, Hobbes, that he 
pretends is alive and who serves as a counterweight 
to Calvin’s impetuousness. Hobbes is named after 
17th-century philosopher Thomas Hobbes.  Clearly, 
Watterson intended to wax philosophically comically. 
 
One of the strips popped up recently in my Facebook feed, which I shared on 
my page—not something I typically do.  While it loses a bit of the punch, in 
case there are copyright issues, let me relay the strip narratively: 

Calvin to Hobbes: [Panel 1] “The more you know, the harder it is to take decisive action.” 
[Panel 2] “Once you become informed, you start seeing complexities and shades of gray.” 
[Panel 3] “You realize that nothing is as clear and simple as it first appears.  Ultimately, knowledge is paralyzing.”   
[Panel 4] “Being a man of action, I can’t afford to take that risk.” 
Hobbes (rolling his eyes): “You’re ignorant, but at least you act on it.” 
 
Though written over 25 years ago, it seems truer today than ever.  Mass shootings (continuing unabated), climate change 
(temperate has increased more twice as fast since 1981), wealth inequality (Jeff Bezos, Bill Gates, and Warren Buffett 
have combined fortunes worth more than the total wealth of the poorest half of Americans), immigration (over 200,000 
desperate souls just in July at the southern border) and in the past 20 months, COVID-19 (4.7 million deaths worldwide 
and only 55% fully vaccinated in the U.S. and 33% worldwide). 
 
The causes for these problems are complicated and not fully understood and the solutions even less so.  It can be 
paralyzing.  As humans, this makes us anxious and someone offering simple (simplistic) explanations with quick, 
decisive actions can be very appealing (despite whether they do more harm than good), particularly when more thoughtful 
consideration is seen as temporizing and showing weakness. 
 
Many Christians fall into this trap as well in part because they want to categorize things as either good or evil—nothing in 
between.  This Sunday School attitude, though, is not borne by the scriptures.  Throughout the bible—in both 
testaments—there are few clean-cut examples, outside Jesus himself.  And even with Jesus, his teachings and parables 
often provoke more head-scratching then elucidation. And when the early church was deciding what should be considered 
canon, four gospels were retained and their harmonization rejected. 
 
This may make it seem as if we have no anchor and are adrift on relativism.  But nothing could be further from the truth.  
Our anchor is in our faith and trust (both the same word in Greek) in God, Christ and the Holy Spirit.  We often want to 
be like the Pharisees and have everything defined and laid out so we just have to follow the rules (the Law) without 
thought or question.  But the scriptures make it clear that God desires that we change our hearts (repent) so that what we 
do is God-centered allowing the Holy Spirit to work through us to show God’s love for us in our love for others.  It is 
impossible to have a rule for every possible contingency to govern that behavior.  Jesus knew that and so boiled down the 
Law into doing all things with love—and it is written upon our hearts.  
 
That doesn’t make our problems simple or the answers easy, but it does give us the confidence to tackle them with a 
peace that surpasses understanding.   That if we are willing to lay our lives down for Christ, then we should be willing to 
do so for others out of our love for others, all of whom are children of God.  If a little sacrifice on our part helps the 
community, then it is good and right.  And if it takes a while to figure things out, be persistent, but patient; remember that 
a thousand years is like a day to God.  As Calvin said to Hobbes once, “You know what's weird? Day by day, nothing 
seems to change, but pretty soon...everything's different.” 
 
Shalom,   
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Historical Period Revisited—A Glimpse into Stone Church’s Past 

                                 The Twentieth Anniversary of 9/11/2001 Remembered in Clinton, NY 

In Honor of the forty heroes who died on Flight 93 in Shanksville, PA  

 

A Ceremony was held at the Clinton Central School’s Memorial Brick Garden near the 
Memorial for Edward Porter Felt class of ‘77. Taking part were CCS Superintendent Dr. 
Stephen Grimm, the Clinton Fire Department, and their chaplain Father John Groghan, Fort 
Schuyler Society Children of the American Revolution, Clinton high school Chamber singers, 
music teacher Norin Lavender who played “Taps” and the Rev. Michael Terrell of Clinton 
Methodist Church. Several high school students read the names of the 40 who died including 
each person’s age, residence and occupation.  

Porter Felt, Edwards’s brother who led families in establishing the memorial site in 
Pennsylvania attended the ceremony but gave his remarks in a letter for Dr. Grimm to read 
expressing his need to thank the people for taking time to remember the courage of those 40 
people who had been lost. 

A recording of the late Sam Pellman’s “Tower of Voices” chimes of the Flight 93 Memorial was played from 
Stone Church’s tower speakers. The idea was spearheaded by Dr. Grimm, who is also musically inclined besides 
being an educator who was knowledgeable about how the recording could be plugged in and played for the 
public. The recording was also played last year when Edward Porter Felt’s Memorial was dedicated. 

Sam Pellman had been a professor of music at Hamilton College and an organist at the Clinton Methodist Church 
for many years before his tragic death in 2017 from a car/bicycle accident. Before the accident, he was invited to 
Shankesville, PA for the ground breaking ceremonies to start building the tower. Sam had created the musical 
design for the “The Tower of Voices” chimes of the Flight 93 Memorial. The tower at the Pennsylvania 
Memorial was completed Sept. 10, 2020—a great addition to the memorial as a tribute to those 40 heroes. 

After visiting Edward Porter Felt’s memorial I learned more about that event than just watching the reports on 
television. Flight 93 had left Newark, NJ bound for San Francisco. At 9:28 terrorists had taken over the cockpit 
and then turned the plane toward Washington D.C. After the passengers used their cell phones, they learned 
about other attacks and began to realize that their flight was on a similar mission. This led to a vote—a collective 
decision to fight back—and in 30 minutes had a plan. I learned from a recent interview on a 9/11/21 broadcast 
that in their rush to say good-byes one of the passenger’s relatives asked for that person to say the Lord’s Prayer. 
The passenger turned to the group and asked them to recite it together. Soon after, the group began implementing 
their plan. 
   
The cockpit voice recorder captured the sounds of their struggle. The terrorists rolled the plane to the left and to 
the right and also pitched the nose up and down. In the final moments the plane turned upside down and at 10:03 
Flight 93 plowed into an empty field. They lost the battle to take back the 
control but helped save the lives of the next possible intended target. Could 
it have been the Capitol?  

 

What courage these 40 men and women showed!                 

 

                                                                                     

           

                                                                                                                                                   (Inside view of chimes)                                                                  
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OCTOBER MISSION  2021 

 

Busy, busy, busy October. 

 

October truly can be a busy month filled with celebrations and activities both trivial and important.  Besides October 11 
which you probably would recognize as National Indigenous People’s Day and Columbus Day (as ironic a juxtaposition 
as could exist), October includes, among other events, National Homemade cookie day (Oct 1), Walk to School day (Oct 
6), Leif Ericson Day (Oct 9), Canadian Thanksgiving (Oct.12), Global Handwashing Day (Oct 18), National Candy Corn 
Day (Oct 29) and, of course, Halloween. On a more serious note, nationally, the Presbytery has designated October as 
Peace and Global Witness Offering month, asking that we concentrate on “Peace at all times and in all ways.”  October 
3 is World Wide Communion Sunday and October 31 is Reformation Sunday. And somehow, amidst all this, Stone 
Church also has a wide variety of activities and events to add to the busy busy October calendar. 

October 2 is packing day for Rise Against Hunger. An annual community event, spearheaded by the 
Methodist Church, the packaging of the meals purchased by community contributions is the culmination 
of hard work and underlies our determination to end world hunger.  If you can commit to helping, please 
do so. The more workers completing the tasks, the easier this vital project is. 

October 9, is the Stone Church Women’s Association annual pie sale. Our hugely popular and anticipated sale, includes 
any type of dessert pie you can imagine (and create) and includes a drive through option in response to Covid
-19 and Delta concerns. We all are asked to bake, help work on Saturday morning and/or make financial do-
nations. This is one of the Women’s Association’s major fundraisers. Money collected from this sale is used 
for Women’s Association projects and donations, plus enabling us to treat our Christmas families to a most 
delightful Christmas. Working on this event is not only a positive way to share our many many blessings, but 

also is great fun. Please plan to help as you can.  

October 17 is Souper Sunday. (Yes, this does involve bowls, but it actually ignores football.) In support 
of the Your Neighbors Project, which, among other services, delivers meals to clients unable to reliably 
fix appropriate nutritious food for themselves, you’re are asked to bring a prepared pot of soup with you 
to church. The soup can be put on a table in the Norton Room prior to our worship service. After 
Church we will fill and label the provided containers with our yummy homemade soups. These will be packed up and 
taken to Zion church to be available for delivery by volunteers. Any time we have labored for Your Neighbors, we have 
realized what a major impact our efforts produce. 

October 24 is the first Sunday of our Stewardship campaign during which we will collectively consider our 
responses to God’s generosity and grace so freely bestowed upon us. This year’s campaign will be centered 
on John 1:17 which reminds us “Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father 
….”  What a clear and wonderful reminder regarding all that we are and all that we have. It is for us to re-
member this and to keep God and these gifts in mind in all that we do. Please plan to attend church on Octo-
ber 24, 31 and November 7. November 7 will be our Consecration Sunday celebration.  

Oct. 31 – Halloween and the last day and last Sunday of October. Enjoy your Halloween candy and give thanks for a 
busy month in which we all could participate in a number of meaningful activities.  Additionally, since this 
is the last day of our busy October, you may want to make sure you have donated to the Presbyterian Church 
USA’s Hurricane Ida relief efforts or to the Peace and Global Witness efforts.  These donations can be clear-
ly marked and put into the offering plate any Sunday during the month or can be, again clearly identified, 
and sent to Stone Church, PO Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323.  

 

Enjoy our busy busy October. 

 

Mary Ann 
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  
Please note that per capita payments for 2021are now being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this 
year is $41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for each member on the membership roll. 
The per capita is the cost of our representative democracy as a church and supports the meetings and 
operations of the Presbytery, Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending your per capita either 
directly to the church office (P.O. Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

DEACON’S CORNER 

                            
October! What a wonderful time of year.  
Warm, sunny days and cool nights.  Glorious 
colors.  This is a time to stop, reflect and enjoy.   
 

 
 

October 
 

October’s the month 
When the smallest breeze 

Gives us a shower 
Of autumn leaves. 

Bonfires and pumpkins, 
Leaves sailing down – 

October is red 
And golden and brown. 

 

THE WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  We would like to thank ANYONE AND 

EVERYONE  who helped out in any way with our DRIVE-THRU BREAD SALE on Satur-

day, September 18th, 2021.  We were able to raise a total of $1,018 to be sent to the Western-

ville Presbyterian Church, which was severely damaged by a tornado in July. The weather co-

operated and we had a steady stream of customers for most of the time. The generosity of our 

church community really shines through when a need arises.  
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HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: 

shampoo conditioner, soap, toothpaste, razors and VOLUNTEERS WHO CAN COMMIT 

TO ONE OR TWO REGULAR PICKUPS A WEEK. IF INTERESTED, PLEASE CALL 

HOPE HOUSE AT 315-793-3723.  Any donation that you designate for food or personal needs 

will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  Our owl and sunflower stakes are recycled metal 

garden stakes which add color and movement to autumn gardens and flower beds.  

They are hand cut, embossed and painted by Haitian artists and clear coated for 

weather resistance.  Our hummingbird stake also makes a colorful companion in 

the garden.  The flower wreath, recycled from oil drums makes a dynamic work of 

art for the wall, indoor or out.  In July, Haiti experienced an earthquake in which 

nearly 2,400 lives were lost, 10,000 people injured and 13,000 homes were destroyed. Then 

heavy rains and floods from Tropical Storm Grace made the challenge faced by displaced 

children and families even more extreme. You can help the people of Haiti by shopping at our 

FAIR TRADE SHOP, STONE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, 8 SO. PARK ROW, 

CLINTON.  Our hours are 10am to 4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays and also at the 

FARMER’S MARKET on the VILLAGE GREEN on Thursdays from 10am to 4pm until 

October 7th.  LET US BE YOUR GO-TO GIFT SHOP!  Visit us at https://

buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

THE COUNTRY PANTRY needs packages of gravy mix, (no glass bottles please) and cranberry 

sauce for Thanksgiving. For Christmas, they are focusing on collecting children's lap blankets but will take 

adult ones as well. Any donation of food or money will be accepted. 

As always, the pantry is very thankful for your support. 

SESSION MEETING HIGHLIGHTS - SEPTEMBER 13th, 2021 

 

Session voted to approve a bread sale on September 18, 2021 to raise money for the Westernville Presbyteri-
an Church to help them with their restorations needed as a result of the tornado damage in July. 

The session voted to accept Ceil Gilbert’s Auditor’s Report of Stone Church‘s Financial Records for the peri-
od of January 1, 2020 to December 31, 2020. We wanted the meeting minutes to reflect how grateful we are 
for her hours of hard work reviewing the records. 

Chris Menard had an excellent meeting with our fund manager in August. Accounts are well managed with 
good returns. 

The Stewardship chairwoman Mary Ann Stiefvater suggested that we not only use Matthew 25:40 most of 
the year for the stewardship program but she want to use James 1:17 “Every perfect gift is from above”  The 
campaign will run from October 24, 2021 to November 7th. 

We are all in agreement that we should go back to wearing masks Sunday mornings and to continue to be 

careful. 



 

 The Corner Stone                   Page 7  

1 - Rachel Christeler 

11 - Midge Bakos 

13 - Scott Leonard 

14 - Laura Hughes 

16 - Carolyn Barnum 

17  - Cros Harvey 

30 - Fred Windecker 

  Beverly Miller 

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Erin Todd 

Pat Joseph 

Lori Chamberlain 

Sue Raitt 

Sarah Zeigler and her baby 

Dave & Trish Harris 

Anne Dunn & Family 

Sara Tolliver 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Debra LaFont 

     HAPPY ANNIVERSARY!! 

10-07-89  Ken & Shelley Coe 

10-07-95         Zeke & Janice LeFrois 

A heartfelt thank you goes out to Jason & 

Tanya Hamshar for their generous donation 

of $5,600.00 to the church!  Words cannot 

express our gratefulness of your gift. 

Thanks to vaccinations, Pastor Scott Leonard was able to 

visit again in person to serve communion at their homes.  

He met with Trudi Christeler at the end of August and Sue 

and Red Raitt at the beginning of September.  Lots of 

catching up and good conversation! 
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DON’T FORGET THE DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the first Sunday of 

each month. All of the loose money collected on those 

Sundays will go to support the ministry of the Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons - Jim Gavett, 

Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda Rance, Judy LaGasse, 

Barbara Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

THE RISE AGAINST HUNGER program is being led by the Clinton Methodist 

Church who has enlisted the Clinton churches, community organizations, schools and residents 

to participate in “Rise Against Hunger, “an international program aimed at eradicating world 

hunger through the provision of highly nutritious pre-packaged food. This year it is hoped 

40,000 meals can be assembled and packed. Additionally members and friends are asked to commit to work at 

the packaging event held at the Clinton High School cafeteria on October 2nd.  There is a signup sheet in the 

back of the church sanctuary. Participants are asked to select a shift during which they can be assigned to an ap-

propriate task. More participation in packing will result in a greater opportunity to provide desperately needed 

food to those on the edge of starvation. Please mark your calendar and plan to participate in this event.  More 

information regarding the Rise Against Hunger can be found at https://www.riseagainsthunger.org/about-us/ or 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to call 
the office.  Go to our home web 
page - stonepres.org, and click on 
the “Calendar” tab at the top or on 
the calendar icon. 

THE WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION will be holding our annual Harvest Pie Sale on Saturday, 

October 9th, 2021, from 10am to 2pm.  We would love donations of all kinds of pies, but the focus will be on 

apple.  We will be featuring our “drive-thru pies” again. We would appreciate monetary donations, if you are 

unable to bake.  The proceeds from this sale will go to support our various mission projects. As always, we 

will be needing help selling the pies, too. For more information, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315-853-8289 or Donna 

Goodfriend at 315-749-4085.  Sign-up sheets will be available. 

A reminder that we will have meal-packing for Rise Against Hunger at the Clinton High School on 
Saturday 10/2/21 and we need people to sign up—and prior to the event. Go to the link above to 
sign up.  You can sign up for one or more of the following: 

Shift: Date: From: To: Register: 

Setup October 2, 2021 7:00 AM 9:00 AM  

Volunteer Shift #01 October 2, 2021 9:00 AM 11:00 AM  

Volunteer Shift #02 October 2, 2021 12:00 PM 2:00 PM  

Cleanup October 2, 2021 2:00 PM 3:00 PM  
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Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

MANY HANDS MAKE LIGHT WORK!! 

MAKE A DIFFERENCE DAY 
September 11, 2021 

 

    

 

 

 

 
 

Now you see them…now you don’t!!!  I am talking cobwebs etc. We are so lucky to be part of 

the Hamilton College program called HAVOC, which stands for Hamilton College’s Associa-

tion for Volunteering, Outreach and Community.  On September 11th, the day they call Make A Difference Day, 

we had 5 amazing young women come to our Church to offer their services. We had 3 from NJ and 2 from 

NYC.  After greeting them we put them to work. They polished the pews, polished all the wood in the sanctu-

ary, vacuumed the pew cushions (actually Scott did that!!!), cleaned the Narthex, cleaned the downstairs kitch-

en,  washed floors, cleaned the tables and chairs in the dining room…..and removed lots of cobwebs!! We hope 

you all noticed all that was accomplished. We also had volunteers from our Church who worked 

side by side with them. A special thank you goes to Scott, Helen, Donna, Hal & Linda. What 

would we do without these students? Also, the dedication of our members!  

We all took a break for lunch where we go to know them better. We learned 

where they came from and how they picked Hamilton College, their majors 

and plans for the future. They certainly made us feel that the future of our 

country will be in good hands! Can’t wait to meet more students next year!! 

 

In celebration of the Feast of St. Francis, come join us for an Ecumenical Service for the 

Blessing of the Animals, Sunday afternoon October 3rd on the Village Green, sponsored 

by the Clinton Area Ministerium. The purpose is to bring awareness to 

the need of pet food to a food bank, often failing to recognize that many 

folks living on a fixed income, often alone, have companion animals 

that need support as well. You are invited to bring your pet, or have 

your pet blessed virtually by picture or digital image.  Donations of pet 

food and supplies will be collected for pets of Country Pantry clients.  

See Scott Leonard if you have questions.  
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LABOR DAY ECUMENICAL SERVICE: 

About 30 of us braved the threatening but unrealized rain showers (save for a very few sprinkles) for a wonderful Labor Day 

Weekend Worship service on the Clinton Village Green.  Thanks to Patsy Glista and Jane Sautter for participating in the 

service along with me as well as the wonderful music provided by the Methodists!  We collected $75.00 in loose offering 

that will go towards Rise Against Hunger!  Good way to close out the summer! 

PROPERTY COMMITTEE REPORT 

Stone Presbyterian Church is and always has been a treasure, not only for its congregation but 

also for the whole village of Clinton. For over 140 years it has stood at the corner of College and 

William Streets, a beautiful and impressive edifice gracing the village green. Indeed, it would be 

difficult to picture Clinton without this beautiful building. 

Like all buildings, however, it takes a significant amount of thought, effort and financial re-

sources to keep it in good condition. To this end, this summer much of the Church was painted, 

windows caulked, and the roof repaired and recoated. The front of the Church was also power washed to remove surface 

stains that had built up over time.  Next month we will be replacing one of the three furnaces that serve different areas of 

the church. These furnaces are over 30 years old and the plan is to replace one a year for the next three years.  Last year 

significant masonry work was done on the tower, a boiler was replaced and our sound system and Wifi equipment were 

upgraded. Next year there are plans to finish the painting, continue with the roof coating and replace a second furnace.  All 

of this work costs money of course. To give you an idea of the costs of these projects: 

In 2020 the Church spent close to $15,000 for the masonry repairs 

In 2021 we spent also about $15,000 for the painting and roof work and soon about $4000 for the new furnace. 

In 2022 we are planning about $12,000 for continued painting and roof coating and $4000 for a second furnace 

It is easy to see that our congregation has prioritized maintaining its beautiful home. It has largely 

succeeded but with a structure this old and extensive there will always be a need.  

Let’s celebrate how fortunate we are to be worshipping in this amazing structure. Let’s also take 

some pride in the fact that our small congregation continues to be conscientious stewards of a 

Church that was passed on to us from prior generations that also loved their Church and did their 

best to preserve it for us. 

 

The Property Committee 
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WELCOME BACK SUNDAY LUNCHEONS!! 

Since we have become a Matthew 25 church and a supporter of the newly formed Center 
for Jubilee Practice, the session voted for us to change from the “Pride” flag that shows 
LBGTQ+ inclusion to the “Progress Pride” flag, which adds Black, Indigenous, People 
of Color (BIPOC) with the black and brown stripes and transgender with the pink and 
blue stripes.   

Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father   
(James 1:17) 

STEWARDSHIP 2021   

October 24 is the start of our 2021 Stewardship campaign. From that Sunday through Sunday, November 7, a portion of our 
worship will be devoted to three central aspects of Stewardship- use of our time, our talents and our financial resources.  No-
vember 7 will be our Consecration Sunday during which our commitments are made and celebrated.  And while Covid-19 re-
strictions may change our traditional luncheon a bit, as of now our culminating event will be a true celebration.    

There is something especially appropriate that the strong and clear statement from James, “Every good and perfect gift is 
from above, coming down from the Father” is our Stewardship theme. This year we have all worked hard to regain normalcy 
in our lives while adapting to the ups and downs and uncertainties of the pandemic. Often we have succeeded and have sighed 
with relief over the additional little bits of familiarity in our lives.  Yet we all still are affected by uncertainty. How reassuring it 
is to have a strong image of God’s real presence and his continuous commitment and care that shines down on each of us. 

When we take time to reflect, we can acknowledge that what is absolute and recognizable is the plethora of human need and 
God’s reliance upon us to meet that need. This is an absolute, just as the certainty that God will continue to shine love and 
grace upon us as we work to fulfill others’ needs.  Despite upheaval and change, God’s certainty is unshaken. God is here for 
all who believe in his grace and presence. It is up to us to act with love and trust. Our joyful giving to Stone Church, and our 
accompanying pledge to labor towards a better world, is a way to demonstrate our faith in that beautiful image of God’s light 
and goodness shining our path. 

These three services will help us focus not on the need of the church to receive, but on the need of the giver to express joy in 
supporting God’s unswerving presence among us. Despite so much that concerns and confounds us, God is still here and ex-
pects us each to use our particular abilities to acknowledge that “Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down 
from the Father.” 

We encourage you to plan to attend each of these Sunday services either in person or remotely. Additionally, please prayerfully 
consider what is right for you, and, most importantly, on Consecration Sunday, November 7, 2021, celebrate the reassurance of 
James 1:17 that “Every good and perfect gift is from above” and remember each of us have a responsibility to share those 
gifts with others. 

You are encouraged to make your financial commitment as a joyful act of worship by participating in the Consecration Sunday 
service on November 7 in the church sanctuary. If this is not possible, your enclosed Estimate of Giving card can be mailed to 
Stone Church Office, PO Box 33 Clinton, NY 13323. 

Stewardship 2021 is truly inviting you to look up, to feel the reality that “every good and perfect gift is from above” and to 
unstintingly follow God’s light to spread love, work to improve the lives of all and to live in a way that shares the gifts from 
God above.  



 

 

 

To  see a color version of this newsletter in pdf format, visit stonepres.org. 

  

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                    Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

                Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                           Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

                Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

                Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

                www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

                www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

                                         Sunday Worship 10:30 am in person, streamed & recorded on Facebook Live 

                                                                Church Office hours: 9:00 am - 1:00 pm weekdays 

Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Midge Bakos, Bev Miller, and 

Donna Goodfriend who have folded, taped and 

labeled this issue of The Corner Stone just for 

you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the November 
newsletter is Friday, October 22nd. 
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