
 

                          

                                                          WORSHIP AT STONE IN JANUARYWORSHIP AT STONE IN JANUARY  
 

January 3, 2021 Epiphany Sunday – The Lord’s Supper 

Isaiah 60:1-6   Arise! Shine! For your light has come! 

Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14   All Hail to God’s Anointed                   

Ephesians 3:1-12    Paul is to bring good news to the Gentiles 

Matthew 2:1-12   The coming of the Wise Men.  

Sermon: “A Word to the Wise” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching  

 

 

January 10, 2021 Baptism of the Lord – The Lord’s Supper 

Genesis 1:1–5   The voice of the Lord is powerful 

Psalm 29   A vision of those who have come through persecution. 

Acts 19:1–7   We are God's children 

Mark 1:4–11   Baptism of Jesus  

Sermon: “A Good Start” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 

 

 

January 17, 2021 2nd Sunday after Epiphany   

1 Samuel 3:1–10 (11–20)   The call of Samuel. 

Psalm 139:1–6, 13–18   The Lord has searched and known us 

1 Corinthians 6:12–20   Consider your own call. 

John 1:43–51   Jesus calls Nathaniel to be a disciple.  

The Rev. Helen Tracy preaching  

 

 

January 24, 2021 3rd Sunday after Epiphany 

Jonah 3:1–5, 10   The conversion of Nineveh 

Psalm 62:5–12   The Lord is our rock and salvation 

1 Corinthians 7:29–31   Live as though there will be no tomorrow. 

Mark 1:14–20   The call of the fishermen.  

Sermon: “Come A-Calling” – Pastor Scott Leonard, preaching 

 

 

January 31, 2021 4th Sunday after Epiphany  

Deuteronomy 18:15–20   The Lord will raise up a new prophet. 

Psalm 111   Praise God for his wonderful works! 

1 Corinthians 8:1–13   Eating food that's been offered to idols. 

Mark 1:21–28   Jesus exorcises an unclean spirit. 

Sermon:  “The Real McCoy” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
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The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community Christ, 
        engaging in worship that inspires and challenges us to learn and grow  
                as we reach out in caring and service, trusting in the love of God. 



 

 The Corner Stone 
Page 2 

 
Take a Cup of Kindness Yet.  

Should auld acquaintance be forgot and never brought to mind?  Should auld acquaintance be 
forgot and days of auld lang syne?  Are those really questions?  The answer to all is no. 

At the stroke of midnight on January 1 English-speaking people around the world will 
inevitably start singing a song based on an 18th century Scottish poem by Robert Burns.  
Why?  Well, you can thank the Presbyterians for that!  Old Scottish folk culture was really big 
on New Year celebrations that they called Homanay.  In the 17th century the Scottish 
Reformation brought to power followers of a Calvinist branch of Protestant Christianity led by 
Scotsman John Knox called Presbyterian.  Presbyterians in Scotland (and their Calvinistic 
cousins the Puritans in England and America) were not big on Christmas and for a while suppressed celebration of it.  
But since people need to party, they turned to New Year’s, playing to their Scottish roots.  “Auld Lang Syne” came to 
the Americas with the immigrants and then for 47 years was played at midnight New Year’s Eve over radio and then 
television by Guy Lombardo and the Royal Canadians changing it from *a* tradition to *the* tradition. 

“Auld Lang Syne” is Scottish for “old long since” but the meaning is more like “old times.”  While New Year’s is 
typically celebrated with revelry, the song is actually a bit wistful, since it is really about old friends who haven't seen 
each other in a while meeting up again, having a drink, and reminiscing.  And in reality, we do pause in our revelry 
when we sing it to reflect on the past and wonder about the future.  A year ago, I wrote a column of having 20/20 
vision, but no idea of how 2020 would be.  I didn’t realize how true that would be.  I made no predictions (thank 
goodness), but did emphasize that our trust was in God and to be Christ-like in our actions.  Everything that happened 
in 2020 only underscores that counsel for, as the saying goes, adversity doesn’t build character—it reveals it.  And 
while we can point to those who showed or confirmed of having no character, we also saw moving examples of self-
sacrifice and acts of kindness from many, often from those who were suffering themselves.  And we saw even within 
our own community of faith the many ways we tried to continue our mission in new and creative ways and saw our 
bonds strengthen rather than fray.  

For fun, I looked up what was 2020th verse in the New Testament.  It is Luke 6:18: “They had come to hear Jesus and 
to be healed of their diseases; and those who were troubled with unclean spirits were cured.”  (I should have looked 
that up a year ago!) And if you want to build on that message of hope, here is 2021st verse: “And all in the crowd were 
trying to touch him, for power came out of him and healed them all.”   

Happy and Blessed New Year, 
 

                             

                                

                                DECEMBER 14th SESSION MINUTES 

   The Session discussed and believes it is safe to continue in-person worship by following our current protocols. We 
are spread out within the church and are in agreement to continue coming to church. If circumstances change, Scott 
Leonard will make a decision to make that change. 
   Heads of various Committees are reminded that annual reports are due and need to be submitted to Janice by January 
to ready ourselves for the upcoming annual meeting on Jan. 24, 2021. 
   Our treasurer reported that we have ample money in the check book and in good shape to carry us through to the end 
of the year without withdrawing money from our investment account. 
   The property committee informs us that the tape on the heating pipes in the Norton room will be removed and fixed, 
as well as the radiator in the narthex bathroom and the forced air furnaces will be looked at soon. 
   Mary Ann Stiefvater is pleased to report that the 29 pledges total exceeds the total of last year. 
   Mary Chamberlain reported that Deacons for the 2020-2021 year are: Jim Gavett; Bev Miller; Barb Green; Trish 
Harris; Judy La Gasse; Hal and Linda Rance. Mary Chamberlain is going off the Deacons. And the Session 
appreciates all that Mary has done for the church. 
   The Session voted to remain in the Sanctuary for January and February Sunday worship because of social distancing, 
rather than meet in the Norton room. 
   We discussed modifying our by-laws by formally allowing official meetings by electronic means. Mary Ann 
Stiefvater will draft language similar to that of the Presbytery of Utica for our own church to be voted on at the annual 
congregational meeting.   
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                  Historical Period Revisited—A Glimpse into Stone Church’s Past 

 

THE FRONT OF THE SANCTUARY AND THE WALNUT WOODEN CROSS 

At the time of the dedication of the present Stone Church February 7, 1878, the crown of the arch 
and the sides of the arch in the front of the sanctuary were frescoed painted by Albert Ertle, a 
German artist. Frescoed painting is an Italian technique where paint is applied to a fine plaster 
while it is still wet. As the plaster dries, the pigments bind to it and because plaster dries in a day, 
small areas at a time are done. There were three circles enclosing lilies and roses near the top and 
other small circular figures. I no doubt saw it but don’t remember nor appreciated the art form. 
In 1935, Howard Chaney at 17 years of age, painted a mural of Mary and the baby Jesus directly 
under the arch as a project supervised by his art teacher, Natalie Hawley, for the Christmas 
season. The people liked it and the session agreed to let it  

remain for about ten years. In the picture to the left, taken by Natalie Hawley, you can barely make out portions 
of the frescoed painting above the mural. Howard went on to study art at Syracuse University graduating in 1941 
and also earned his Master’s  
degree there. He taught art in the Clinton schools for over 30 years. I can’t let this piece go without quoting from 
Jack Boynton’s article, “Fond Memories” February 19, 1975 in the Clinton Courier, “Hardly an aspect of Clinton 
has not been touched by him—touched and made better.  He took time out to do the thoughtful acts prompted by 
his inner warmth and love. His many imaginative kindnesses leave us with very lovely memories. We are better 
for having crossed paths with him.” 
In 1946, the trustees decided to have the whole church sanctuary painted. After several 
estimates from area contractors, the F.G. West Co. was hired to give the entire sanctuary two 
coats of paint. Whatever became of Howard Chaney’s mural is a mystery. We assume the 
frescoed painting was covered over behind the two coats of paint and other subsequent 
painting done at various times. 
To fill the empty space in the front of the sanctuary, the session agreed to place a l5 foot 
wooden cross purchased from Whittemore Associates, Inc. Boston, MA.  In late 1963 and 
early January 1964, Wesley Wood engineered the installation of the cross enlisting the help 
of several strong Stone Church men to help lift it into place.  In memory of Mr. and Mrs. 
Charles Ellinwood, the cross was given by their daughter Dorothy Ellinwood Crusen. The 
Ellinwoods were related to the missionary Alice Ellinwood written about last month. 
 

Midge Bakos 

BUDGET REVIEW – JANUARY 17. 

As we have been doing annually for a number of 
years, an informal review of the budget will be 
done after worship on January 20st in the Norton 
Room. The purpose is to review in some detail 
with the congregation the 2020 budget as well as 
how 2019 came out. Since it is the session that 
approves the budget, the budget is not an item of 
business at the congregational meeting and so 
will be minimally discussed. 

ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 
- JANUARY 24. The Annual Meeting of the Congregation of Stone 
Presbyterian Church will be held during worship on Sunday, January 
27, 2019 in the sanctuary for the purposes of receiving reports, 
electing officers, concurring in the Session’s 2020 budget, and acting 
on any other business that may be properly brought before the 
congregation. All active members in good standing are welcome and 
encouraged to vote. 
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                                      MISSION – JANUARY 2021 

                        
Mr. Murdle’s Large Heart   

    Once I learned how to read, I was hooked and became a voracious reader. One of my prize possessions was an 
anthology of stories and poems that was given to me when the elementary school was discarding unwanted books. I still 
can remember my joy at being given a book filled with all sorts of different things I could read and enjoy over and over. 
Titled Magic Carpet (Charles E. Merrill Books, Columbus Ohio, 1950), this anthology, filled with fables, poetry, and 
stories both silly and serious, is a typically moralistic school book from the early 1950s.  

    Now, in January 2021, as we start a new year, it seems appropriate to share one of the stories included in this book.  
Some bits of this story are a bit dated – after all this was written about 70 years ago -, and by some standards it is a bit 
heavy-handed regarding virtues. Nevertheless, after a tumultuous 2020, a year filled with much that is reprehensible, I 
wanted to start 2021 with an entertaining reset.  

Mr. Murdle’s Large Heart    by Margery Bianco 

    In nearly every town you will find one store which keeps all those foolish little things that the other stores forget. Mr. 
Murdle’s is just such a store. Many, many years ago, when Mr. Murdle was a round-faced little boy, he must have said to 
his mother, “When I grow up, I’m going to keep a store.” He had no idea at all what he wanted to sell in his store. He 
simply started by buying a little bit here and a little bit there. All sorts of funny cardboard boxes began to pile up on his 
shelves. 

    He thought of ginger ale and pencils and newspapers and of course candy. He remembered little plastic dolls and 
hairpins and pencil sharpeners and ash trays with scalloped gilt edges. Even today, the assortment keeps growing. Mr. 
Murdle himself doesn’t really know all that he has in his store. 

   All this is wonderful enough. But it isn’t the most remarkable thing about Mr. Murdle. The most remarkable thing about 
Mr. Murdle is his Large Heart. Everyone who knows Mr. Murdle will tell you what a Large Heart he has. And it is really 
true. I have seen it myself, hanging up at the back of Mr. Murdle’s store. It is pink and purple, with yellow around the 
edges. In the middle, which is white, there are rows of little elastic loops which once upon a time held tiny bottles.  

    It is a fine thing for anyone to have such a Large Heart. But there are disadvantages also, especially for anyone like Mr. 
Murdle who ought to be thinking of money every minute as the other storekeepers do. That Large Heart of his is always 
getting in the way. 

   Suppose a little girl wants an ice cream cone and has only three cents. Or suppose some little boy wants candy. Mr. 
Murdle knows perfectly well he should only give five chocolates for a nickel. Then the Large Heart begins to whisper to 
Mr. Murdle. Before he knows it, he has handed out an ice cream cone with an extra lump of strawberry ice cream. Or he 
has slipped seven chocolates into the bag instead of five. Everyone loved Mr. Murdle. Mr. Murdle loved the people back 
and his business did very well. That is everyone loved him except his aunt who felt he didn’t know anything about running 
a business. Think of all the money he could have had if he didn’t give so much away! She decided things had to change. 

    At first she didn’t have much success. Mr. Murdle had been going along in his own way for so long that it wasn’t easy, 
even for a determined person like Mr. Murdle’s aunt, to change him. But she did her best. She made everything neat and 
tidy and marked prices on everything. Then she put Mr. Murdle’s comfortable arm chair into the back storage room. No 
one should sit comfortably at work!  

    And as luck would have it, while she was tidying the store one day, she came upon Mr. Murdle’s Large Heart. She 
didn’t at all know what it was, but she certainly didn’t like the look of it. She leaned on her broom and stared. “Now that’s 
a foolish sort of thing,” she said, “cluttering the store up and taking space where it isn’t wanted. I’m just going to throw it 
out!” And she did. 

    From that moment, a very dreadful change came over Mr. Murdle. The aunt thought it was all due to her good advice. 
But it wasn’t that at all. Mr. Murdle had lost his Large Heart.  

    In two days you wouldn’t have known Mr. Murdle’s store. Everything was tidy. Mr. Murdle himself was just as 
businesslike as he could be. He knew the price of everything. When little boys asked him for a nickel’s worth of candy, 
believe me that he got a nickel’s worth of candy and not one bit more. If the little girls didn’t have enough money for their 
ice cream cones, they could just turn right around and walk out again.  It was terrible. 

   All the little boys and girls were very upset. But, luckily, there was one little boy with more sense than the rest. 

He was looking around in the store one day while Mr. Murdle’s aunt was away shopping. Otherwise she would have 
chased him out. But there he was, staring about and trying to make out why everything looked so different. All at once he 
realized that something was missing. It was Mr. Murdle’s Large Heart. 

  

                                                                                                                                                                   (Con’t on next page) 
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DEACONS CORNER. 

              Happy New Year 

      Thank you Lord for giving us 

           The brand new year ahead. 

        Help us live the way we should 

             As each new day we tread. 

              Give us gentle wisdom 

           That we might help a friend, 

          Give us strength and courage 

          So a shoulder we might lend. 

             The year ahead is empty,  

        Help us fill it with good things 

          Each new day filled with joy 

              And happiness it brings. 

                            Amen 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that is 
also available as an app on your smart 
mobile device.  Check it out on our web 
page.   

(Cont. from page 4) 

   It wasn’t in its usual place above the counter. It wasn’t anywhere in the store. Being a clever little boy, he soon put two 
and two together. “I bet you,” he said, “that mean old woman has thrown it out.” He went straight into the yard behind the 
store and began to hunt. Sure enough, there he found it, thrown out with a pile of broken boxes waiting to be burned.  

    It was torn on one side and a bit crumpled. But he smoothed it out and carried it back to its old place on the wall behind 
the counter. To make sure this time, he got a hammer and nails and  nailed it all around the edge. Not even Mr. Murdle’s 
aunt could have torn it down again! 

    What’s more, she never got the chance. For as soon as his Large Heart was back, when Mr. Murdle set foot in the store, 
he became just the same Mr. Murdle that he had been before.  

The very first thing he did was send his aunt packing.  Then he opened all the candy boxes and told the little boys and girls, 
who by this time had heard the news, that they might help themselves. And he dragged his old armchair back into the shop 
and sat down as happy as can be. 

    So today things are just as they used to be.  There is very little danger they will ever change. Not so long as Mr. Murdle’s 
Large Heart stays there, right in its place. And if you don’t believe me, all you have to do is walk into Mr. Murdle’s store 
and ask for a nickels worth of candy. See how much you get. 

 

Note: It is my fervent hope that all people remember they too can have a Large Heart. While we may not have a visible 
reminder nailed to a wall, God has provided each of us with boundless capacity.  Whether connected to simply living in our 
world, or to participating in what we deem Mission, like Mr. Murdle, each of us can put our Large Heart to extravagant use.   

 

Mary Ann Stiefvater 

A FLAG CEREMONY was held at the Old Burying Ground.  
On a cold but bright sunny Sunday, December 19, 2020, a wreath ceremony 
sponsored by the local DAR ladies was held in the Clinton Old Burying 
Ground on the same day as other ceremonies were held throughout the 
United  States but the third year here in Clinton. A path had to be shoveled 
from the sidewalk to the rear of the small cemetery to the garden by the 
flagpole. Because of all Larry Thompson’s work done at the cemetery in 
recent years, he was given the honor to place the wreath for the 
Revolutionary soldiers buried there. Other wreaths were placed by other 
veterans to represent the different armed forces. The DAR ladies then led a 
prepared service.   

 

 

WE HAVE WI-FI EVERYWHERE!   

Thanks to Nate Lorraine from Professional Installation Services, 
LLC in Utica, NY and Anatoly Bondarchuk from BondarTech 
who in less than six hours on Dec 21 had *Stone* Church wired 
(Nate) and networked (Anatoly) throughout in time for an 
evening streaming Zoom service that went flawlessly.  We are 
now streaming (and recording) services Sundays on Facebook 
Live.” 
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HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food or 
personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  Looking for a gift for that person who has everything?  Look 

no further than our Fair Trade Shop at Stone  Presbyterian Church, 8 So. 

Park Row, Clinton. We have unique, handmade gift items from 38 different 

countries. Purchasing fair trade items ensures artisans and small farmers fair 

wages and healthy working conditions, providing dignity, sustainable 

development and hope to marginalized people.  Building Stones Fair Trade 

Shop is grateful that in spite of the stresses of 2020, we have been able to make 

significant donations to a variety of organizations, including emergency funds 

to Mayan Hands, Hope House, The Country Pantry, Seeds of Hope Pantry, and Life School in Guatemala.  

We look forward to the end of COVID-19 and in celebration for this new year, we will once again be 

holding our annual 25%-off sale in January and  February.  We are currently only OPEN BY 

APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070, 315-725-1326, OR 315-525-1417.  All customers will 

be required to wear a face mask.  Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available.  Let us be your go-to gift 

shop!  For more information, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or Facebook at 

www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315-
853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

THE COUNTRY PANTRY continues to strive to meet the needs of the community during this 

difficult time.  Keeping the safety of the volunteers and clients in mind, the monthly distribution is now 

conducted outside.  To avoid a large number of people bagging groceries, the majority of food is purchased 

in pre-packaged boxes.  Therefore, the greatest need at this time is for a monetary donation which will also 

allow for the additional purchase of milk.You may make a donation thru the church, writing Country Pantry 

in the memo, or mail it to the Country Pantry, PO Box 76, Clinton, NY 13323 

A HUGE THANK YOU to those 
of you who donated funds to the Women’s 
Association because we were unable to hold 
our annual Harvest Pie Sale this year.  
Thanks to you all, we were able to continue 
to support our usual charitable organizations 
plus we added the Country Pantry this year, 
since the need has been so great due to the 
pandemic. Let’s hope and pray that we will 
be able to hold some fund-raisers during the 
coming year of 2021.   

 

Sincerely, 

Women’s Association 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:   
A BIG thank you to everyone who purchased gifts 
for our Christmas families & volunteered their time 
to wrap many present (especially Donna 
Goodfriend, who coordinated the project)!  
Unfortunately there aren’t any pictures due to 
social distancing. The volunteers had to sometimes 
wrap individually. 
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1 - Frank Milana 

5 - Cynthia Crossley 

12 - Mark Harrington 

14 - Cole Cushman 

17 - Frank Whittemore 

21 - Doris Siedsma 

  Kurt Whittemore 

22 - John Stiefvater 

28 - Beverley Sullivan 

  Alizah Fletcher 

    JANUARY BIRTHDAYS 

Want to see what else is on 
the calendar?   You don’t 
have to call the office.  Go to 
our home web page - 
stonepres.org, and click on 
the “Calendar” tab at the top 
or on the calendar icon: 

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Deb Zuchowski & family 

Little Falls Presbyterian Church 

Julie Milograno 

Bonnie Felshaw 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 

  

to all my church family for the 
beautiful gift basket and yummy 
treats!  We have been enjoying 
all the goodies! And another 
thank you to the Deacons for the 

exquisite evergreen centerpiece.  I am so grateful 
for having all of you in my life.  Happy New 
Year! 

A HUGE THANK YOU to the 
following people who volunteered at 
Hope House during 2020.  Your help was 
much appreciated.    

Anne Dunn 
Barb Greene 
Judy LaGasse 
Bev Miller 

Thanks, 

Ceil Gilbert, Hope House Co-Ordinator 

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE:  It was a 
beautiful service, 
particularly for those in-
person!  We lost the live 
feed 2/3 the way through, 
but fortunately was able to 
record the rest offline  & 
upload afterwards, so you 
can still watch the whole 
service.  Many Thanks to 

all who assisted in the service:  Rob and Lauralyn for 
their ever-wonderful  music, Sherry and Donna as 
liturgists, Mary and Grace for ushering and other duties 
and Helen as videographer  

LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
We really had a lovely service  both for those in-
person and those online!  Many thanks to Patricia 
Jue as the Zoom master!  Though we only had a 
couple people attend in-person and couple of 
others online, it was still a wonderful service and 
I’m glad we were able to continue the tradition.   
Many thanks also to Michael Terrell who was with 
me in-person and Patsy Glista and John Crosswaite 

who participated online and to Rob Kolb who played and sang in-person and 
the St. James choir led and synthesized by Richard Lloyd.   
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            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the February 
newsletter is Friday, January 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

 

Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

To  see a color version of this newsletter in pdf format, visit stonepres.org. 
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To  see a color version of this newsletter in pdf format, visit stonepres.org. 

  


