
 

                                                                                                    WORSHIP IN SEPTEMBERWORSHIP IN SEPTEMBER  
September 1, 2019 (Labor Day Weekend)  
Ecumenical Service at 9:30 a.m. on the Village Green  
(or inside at Stone Church with inclement weather) 

BRING TWO LAWN CHAIRS 
—ONE FOR YOU AND ONE FOR A NEIGHBOR! 
  

WORSHIP RESUMES AT STONE STARTING SEPTEMBER 8 AT 10:30 A.M. 
(Choir practice at 9:15 a.m. – all are welcomed!) 
 

September 8, 2019 – 13th Sunday after Pentecost – The Lord’s Supper 
Jeremiah 18:1–11   The Lord as a potter 

Psalm 139:1–6, 13–18    The Lord knows you 

Philemon 1–21   Paul appeals to Philemon for a favor  
Luke 14:25–33   Giving up possessions.  

Sermon: ―It’s Personal‖ – Pastor Scott Leonard, preaching  
 

September 15, 2019 – 14th Sunday after Pentecost 
Jeremiah 4:11–12, 22–28  The hot wind of God’s judgment blows. 
Psalm 14   The Lord looks for those who seek after God. 
1 Timothy 1:12–17   Paul expresses gratitude for God’s great mercy. 
Luke 15:1–13   Parables of the lost sheep and the lost coin.  
Guest preacher 
  

September 22, 2019 – 15th Sunday after Pentecost 
Jeremiah 8:18—9:1   There is no balm in Gilead to soothe  
the prophet’s grief. 
Psalm 79:1–9   A plea for God to deliver Israel. 
1 Timothy 2:1–7   God wants everyone to be made whole. 
Luke 16:1–13   A clever steward develops a clever strategy.  
Sermon: ―Let’s Make a Deal‖ – Pastor Scott Leonard, preaching 
 

September 29, 2019 – 16th Sunday after Pentecost 
Jeremiah 32:1-3a, 6-15  God’s plan for the redemption of Israel. 
Psalm 91:1–6, 14-16   God is our refuge; God is our strength. 
1 Timothy 6:6–19  Share all things from the God who gives us enough. 
Luke 16:19–31   Parable of the Rich Man and Lazarus.  
Sermon: ―You Can Take It with You‖ – Pastor Scott Leonard, preaching  

 

September  2019September  2019  

      Stone Church ~ The Church on the GreenStone Church ~ The Church on the Green  

The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of 

Christ, engaging in worship that inspires and challenges us to learn and 

grow as we reach out in caring and service, trusting in the love of God.  

  The Corner StoneThe Corner Stone  
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All Work and No Play—Could be Worse 

As I‟ve mentioned before in this column, my day job has evolved over the past 9-1/2 years 
since I joined my company resulting in my becoming almost a full-time proposal manager.  For 
particularly high-dollar and complex proposals we are forced to do them in our corporate 
proposal center in Fairfax, VA, about 25 miles west of Washington, DC.  We had a significant 
one come out in early July so I and another dozen people spent 14-hour days, Monday-Friday 
with meals brought in so you couldn‟t escape for seven weeks from the second week in July 
through the third week in August.  We did get weekends off to come home and recharge so we 
could go back and do it all over again; one guy would come in the morning and play Sonny and Cher‟s “I Got You Babe” 
à la the movie, “Groundhog Day.”  But he stopped after a while because even for him it was no longer amusing. 

The challenge of this kind of proposal (of which I had been involved with two others previously) is that it is primarily an 
orals-based proposal.  That is, we produce 160 +/- 20 (in this case we exceeded that high end) extremely graphics-dense 
PowerPoint slides—think more graphic novel than presentation.  Then about a half-dozen people have to present these 
slides to the customer in 90.00 minutes—about 30 seconds a slide.  If that sounds insane, well, I‟m not going to argue 
hard against it. 

Yet as bad as it sounds (and we did hit a low point once wondering whether we were going to crash and burn), 
surprisingly I found myself mentally, emotionally, and physically OK.  Physically, though I got no exercise (as has been 
the case for a while), I did fine.  In fact I lost weight.  And not from stress, but by avoiding all the snack food and carbs in 
general. And I went back to my old ways of drinking only tea and no coffee, so I slept better and longer.  Emotionally, 
my stress was reduced because I happened to have no commitments at home, no children to take care of, like some of my 
colleagues, and a wife who was (as she has always been) extremely supportive.  Mentally, I was grateful to be able to 
come home on weekends to see my wife, play in the pool with grandkids, and just get caught up on few things as well as 
be able to attend or lead worship at Stone every week.  (Well, one week we took our grandson to Three Steeples where 
some of his cousins go (and impromptu I got to tell the story of the Good Samaritan) and one week I went to the Clinton 
United Methodist Church to hear their new pastor Michael Terrell, who was great!)   

The key here was where should my focus be?  Psychiatrist Dr. Gordon Livingston writes in his best-selling book, “Too 
Soon Old, Too Late Smart: Thirty True Things You Need to Know Now” the real secret to a happy life is selective 
attention.  That is, focusing your awareness and energy on things and people that bring you satisfaction.  While being 
away was not fun, I was being well-paid to work in an air-conditioned conference room with good people and had more 
than enough food.  I was in good health and I was able to come home at least weekly to be with my family and worship 
freely with friends.  Literally, billions of people would gladly have traded places with me at any time. 

Gratitude is what I felt more than anything.  And that came in large part because of my relationships.  As Harvard‟s Grant 
and Glueck 75-year longitudinal study has found “good relationships keep us happier and healthier. Period.”  My wife, 
Helen, and I had our 35th wedding anniversary Sunday 8/18/19 and though we did nothing special for it (as I still had 
some work to do), since I originally was not coming home that weekend, we were grateful that we could at least be 
together.  Also, attending or leading worship during my weekend leaves was renewing to reconnect with fellow friends 
and worshippers.   

But all of this is possible because of the spiritual dimension, which undergirds the mental, emotional, and physical 
dimensions.  The more I have God as my center (continually, at least, if, admittedly, not continuously), the more I am 
embarrassed and humbled by my so many unearned blessings and continually grateful and therefore obligated to share the 
good news, to try and help people in ways that I can, and to be joyful (if not always cheerful).  Praise be to God! 

 

Shalom,  
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Midge Bakos 

   

Historical Period Revisited—A Glimpse into Stone Church’s Past 

 

BEVERLY SULLIVAN ACTIVE AT MASONIC HOME 

      Bev keeps active by attending a painting class held on Mondays and Thursdays at 10:30 AM. 

When asked where did you get the incentive to take part, she replied that when she arrived at the 

Masonic Home at Wylie Hall she became interested in ceramics and loved it—has some of her 

favorite pieces in her room. Health issues moved her to “The Pavilion”.  About three years ago a 

retired art teacher began teaching an acrylic oil painting class. With 20 other residents participating 

her teacher uses four assistants to help set up and aid the residents in the atrium—a popular room for 

all kinds of activities. Bev also revealed that her grandmother was an artist who mainly painted 

pictures of flowers. 

     She also, in addition to the picture shown here, has pictures of an owl, bird and a cat—possibly we 

can share later. Besides looking forward to this art class, her family is a great comfort to her as well as 

church members visits including our lay pastor Scott Leonard. Because she is confined to a wheel 

chair due to health problems, she has an electric chair and she operates it quite well I might add—at 

age 97. 

     What a lovely visit I had and she would love to see Stone Church folks. You do remember that she 

served as a deacon a few years ago and that she was the Clinton Village Clerk until retirement. 

She‟s a delight to visit—a perfect hostess. She resides in Room 189, Westchester Hall at the “The 

Pavilion” located to the right of the Masonic Homes‟ main entrance.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                

 

                                                   

Beverly Sullivan 
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                           MISSION  September 2019 – Let Us Aim for “Regular”  

 

A Mission Prayer:  “Merciful God, increase in us the desire to be faithful, nourish in us the willingness to serve, 

encourage in us the growth and concern for others, and help us to selflessly offer to be good and faithful servants. Amen.” 

Summer schedules and activities tend to be different: the days are warmer, daylight longer and vacations are common. 

We all seem to be a bit more laid back and casual. As vacations give way to routine, regularity returns: Stone Church will 

be back to its “regular” church schedule of 10:30 AM church services, our services will again include our wonderful choir 

music, most of us will be more regular in our church attendance, and probably the boundaries of our spiritual lives will be 

more regular.   

Thinking about this shift made me wonder if these changes will also affect our Mission focus?   

Admittedly, despite the less formal summertime services, our Sunday bulletins, announcements during services, simple 

conversation, and our informative website continuously reminded us of the very concrete needs of Hope House, the 

Country Pantry and individuals in need.  Plus our Building Stones Fair Trade Shoppe had a marvelous presence at the 

weekly Farmer‟s market, a presence that clearly underlines a world plagued with issues requiring our attention.  

 For these opportunities, and for the many others with which we are surrounded, by offering time, requested donated 

items, prayers and financial support, we show that we still see those in need. I am hopeful that as we shift to “regular” we 

all will work to be more “regular” both in our awareness and in our giving.   

As a quick reminder, during September there will be The Rise Against Hunger event on September 28 and the 17th 

Annual Parkinson‟s walk at the Presbyterian Home Campus. In mid-October we will be packaging meals for Your 

Neighbors. 

                     

                                             

                                               FUNDRAISING BREAKFAST 

On Saturday, September 28th, Lutheran Care (Sodexo) will hold a fund raising event for the Country Pantry.  The 

breakfast will begin at 7:30 am until 11:00 am. It will be held in the Community Room in the Martin Luther Building on 

LutheranCare Campus. The cost is 7.00$ per person and under 5 years old, free. 

All proceeds go directly to the pantry for holiday food distributions (toward Thanksgiving food and Christmas) 

An iPad will be part of our raffle items. 

I am seeking gift  baskets to raffle off. If anyone (church group or business)  is interested in making a basket, please let 

me know. Each year we have more and more baskets come in to raffle and it has been very successful! We currently have 

3 Christmas Themed Baskets and an Instapot Basket ! All baskets will need to be turned in on or by Wednesday, 

September 18th. I will be happy to pick up baskets from you. 

If you have any questions, please contact Mary Zimbler - cell# 315-266-7502 

 

 



 

  

DON’T FORGET THE DEACONS! 

Please keep the Deacons in mind on the first Sunday of each month. All of the loose money collected on 

those Sundays will go to support the ministry of the Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons - Jim Gavett, Judy LaGasse, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara Greene & Trish Harris. 
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                                   HAMILTON COLLEGE STUDENTS 

                                     MAKE A DIFFERENCE DAY 

   Hamilton College has a program called HAVOC…which is a volunteer service organization. They do an 

annual event called “Make A Difference Day”.   Students volunteer to come into the community and offer 

their services to different organization.  Luckily…we are one of them!!!!  They have been coming for many 

years and have helped us with cleaning, mulching and any other project we have for them. They will be 

coming on Saturday, September 7th. It is a great way for us to meet the students and learn about them…and 

they learn about us.  If you would like to volunteer to work along with the students please let Linda know.  

We will update you in the October CornerStone. 

DEACONS CORNER 

For the past two months, I have been attending the hometown church where I was baptized, attended 

Sunday school, participated in Christmas pageants, was confirmed.... the memories are endless.  I can 

report that, although many of my childhood mentors have passed on, the spirit and mission of the church 

continue to thrive.  As a child growing up in the church, I never realized what a great gift that I was 

receiving.  The gift of fellowship, the gift of comfort and support in times of need, and the sharing of joy 

in times of celebration.  As an adult, I have come to appreciate the importance of welcoming each newly 

baptized baby or new member into our church family and being able to share our bounty of blessings.   

Lord, sustain us and bless our church family.  May the love that binds us only grow stronger as we fulfill 

the path that you have laid out before each of us.  

 

With blessings, 

Barb Greene 

BRUNCH ON SEPTEMBER 8TH - Please join us for brunch after worship.  We will 

have lots of fun, food and fellowship time! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY  
 
Thank you for making the annual kids pack a success. Now it is time to think about Thanksgiving. 

The pantry will be collecting stuffing, cranberry sauce and green beans, 

I will let you know as certain needs become known. 

 

PLEASE NOTE:  THEY HAVE A SHORTAGE OF PEANUT BUTTER, TUNA AND PEAS. 

 

HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST 

This month‟s wish list includes the following: BREAKFAST CEREAL, COFFEE, SUGAR, HOT 

CHOCOLATE, BUTTER OR MARGARINE, DEODORANT, SHAMPOO, CONDITIONER, NAPKINS, 

TOILET PAPER.  Any donation that you designate for food or personal needs will greatly be appreciated. Any 

questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

                        

                   FAIR TRADE SHOPPE 

Our Fair Trade chocolate bars are rich in flavor with a smooth, creamy 

texture that melts in your mouth, made from cocoa and sugar sourced 

directly from small-scale farmer co-oops in Latin America. We have dark 

chocolate almond and sea salt (55% cocoa), dark chocolate orange (65% 

cocoa), and dark chocolate total eclipse (92% cocoa), along with several 

other flavors.  These and many, many wonderful handmade items from 38 different countries are available at our 

Fair Trade Shop, Stone Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton.  We have a large selection of baskets, 

exquisite jewelry, collectibles, wood items, food items, clothing and toys.  Purchasing fair trade ensures artisans 

and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, providing dignity, sustainable development and 

hope to marginalized people. Our hours are 10am to 6:30pm every Thursday, 10am to 4pm second 

Saturdays, and 10am to 4pm every Thursday at the Farmer’s Market on the Village Green in Clinton. 

From more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit 

our website at www.stonepres.org or like us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/stonepres. 
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                                          ANNUAL PIE SALE 

The Women‟s Association will be holding our annual Harvest Pie Sale on Saturday, September 28th, 

2019, from 10am to 2pm.  We would love donations of all kinds of pies, but the focus will be on apple. 

As in the past, we will be featuring our “drive-thru pies” again ( which seems to be very popular). We 

would appreciate monetary donations, if you are unable to bake.  As always, we will be needing help 

selling the pies, too.  For more information, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315-853-8289 or Donna Goodfriend 

at 315-749-4085. Sign-up sheets will be available. 

HISTORICAL SOCIETY SPONSORED HISTORY CAMP TEENAGERS VISIT 

STONE CHURCH 

When Wade Lallier approached me in June asking me to give a short tour of Stone Church„s 

beginnings to be held the first week of August and assured me there would be approximately a dozen 

attending, I said, “yes”. When the time approached with a week to go Wade said ten had signed up. 

Stone Church was scheduled for 11am Aug. 8th. Well, I sat on the steps waiting knowing that the 

group was going to the Pottery Shop first. The group arrived nearly 40 min. late with 30 teenagers. 

Wade and I improvised as well as we could and got across to them some things we thought would 

interest them due to the short period of time left before parents showed to transport them home. After 

the presentation some of the boys thanked me, I guess not all was a loss—some were listening!   

Midge Bakos  
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REMEMBER IN PRAYER 

Tiffany Heintz 

Christine Tuttle 

Sue Raitt 

Dorothy Alberico 

Connie Phillips 

Sue Riggles 

Anna Gogel 

David Harris 

Tiffany Heintz   

Debra LaFont 

 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY 

9-2-78  Dennis & Sue Dewey 

 

1 - Shelly Coe 

4 - Alan Tuttle 

7 - Mary Ann Stiefvater 

  Cynthia Barns 

16 -       Janice LeFrois 

17 - Sarah LaFont 

18 - Dennis Dewey 

19 - Nicole Schilder 

22 - Deli Rogers 

23 - Tricia Tuttle 

  Ceil Gilbert 

  Sue Russo 

25 - Samantha Reed 

26 - Elena Schilder 

27 - Emily Hughes 

28  - Sue Rambo 

  Ann Smallen 

  Camryn St. Hilaire-D’Antonio 

29 - Brittany DeRosa 

30 - Nikki Reynolds 

               SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2018 are now being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this 
year is $41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for each member on the membership roll. 
The per capita is the cost of our representative democracy as a church and supports the meetings and 
operations of the Presbytery, Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending your per capita either 
directly to the church office (P.O. Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Sanctuary Choir will resume on Sunday morning, September 8th. 

We rehearse on Sunday mornings at 9:15 A.M. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If just one of the following describes you, we hope you will join us in the choir loft on Sunday mornings: 

You enjoy singing. 

You think you might enjoy singing if you ever tried it. 

Your mother always wanted you to be a singer. 

Your 6th-grade chorus director stuck you in the back row. 

You heard someone sing once. 

         

                There is no midweek rehearsal; we simply gather on Sunday morning, 
rehearse, and provide choral music for the morning's service. 

 

If I don‟t praise him, the rocks are gonna cry out, 

“Glory and honor! Glory and honor!” [traditional spiritual] 

 

Music at Stone Church 

Glory and Honor!! 

 Glory and Honor!! 
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THE RISE AGAINST HUNGER  program is being led by the Clinton Methodist 

Church who has enlisted the Clinton churches, community organizations, schools and 

residents to participate in “Rise Against Hunger, “an international program aimed at 

eradicating world hunger through the provision of highly nutritious pre-packaged food. 

This year it is hoped 40,000 meals can be assembled and packed. Additionally members 

and friends are asked to commit to work at the packaging event held at the Clinton High 

School cafeteria on September 28. There is a signup sheet in the back of the church 

sanctuary. Participants are asked to select a shift during which they can be assigned to 

an appropriate task. More participation in packing will result in a greater opportunity to provide desperately 

needed food to those on the edge of starvation. Please mark your calendar and plan to participate in this 

event .  

More information regarding the Rise Against Hunger can be found at https://www.riseagainsthunger.org/

about-us/ or by contacting Bryan Roy at Clinton Methodist Church, 315-853-3358. 
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Want to see what else is on the calendar?   You don‟t 

have to call the office.  Go to our home web page - 

stonepres.org, and click on the “Calendar” tab at the 

top or on the calendar icon: 

Summer Worship Services Greatly Appreciated 

Many thanks to Rob Kolb, Donna Goodfriend, Mary Ann Stiefvater and Peter Craig for helping Pastor 
Scott Leonard with our summer worship services and also Lauralyn Kolb in coordinating the music with her 
husband. The services were creative and well received.  

Joining us again this summer was Bob Turner, a composer, soloist and a wonderful musician. Also, 
thank you to Nancy Ketz on organ and Kelli Watson on piano. 

And a big thank you to Midge Bakos who keeps our annuals going both by the front corner of the 
church  entrance and near the Williams St.  

 

STEWARDSHIP 2019 -  FAN INTO FLAME THE GIFTS OF GOD 
 
It truly seems appropriate that on September 22 we will be embarking on a three-Sunday series to make us more 

mindful of our Stewardship responsibilities. We all have had a summer of different pastors, different styles of 

worship, even a different time of worship, and September is the month when we regroup and return to our 

customary activities.  

 
Centered around the ringing commandment in 2 Timothy 1: 6   “…Fan into flame the gifts of God,” this three-

Sunday series will consider ways each of us can use our God-given bounty to support Stone Church and to 

improve our world .  

 
This passage in Timothy continues “For God did not give us a spirit of timidity but a spirit of power, and love 

and self-discipline.”  We are compelled to step forward with courage; to unstintingly spread love; and to 

tirelessly encourage all to follow the everlasting way of Christ.  Our joyful giving to Stone Church, and our 

accompanying pledge to labor towards a better world, is a way to demonstrate our willingness to do something 

good with the abundance God has provided 

 

We encourage you to plan to attend each of these Sunday services and to make your financial commitment in the 

church sanctuary as a joyful act of worship by participating in the Consecration Sunday service on October 6.  

  

No one will insist upon your commitment. We simply ask that you join us on these Sundays, prayerfully 

consider what is right for you, and, most importantly, on Consecration Sunday, October 6, 2019,  celebrate the 

marvelous exhortation of 2 Timothy 1:6 to  “…Fan into flame the gifts of God”  .  

 



 

Please note… 

The deadline for  the issue of the October 
newsletter is Wednesday, September 18, 
2019 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 with 

The Corner Stone 

Stone Presbyterian Church 

P.O. Box 33 (8 S. Park Row) 

Clinton, NY 13323 

 

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

Non-Profit Org. 

U.S. Postage 

PAID 

Clinton, NY 13323 

Permit No. 37 

Scott Leonard, Commissioned Lay Pastor  

Cell: 315-723-7420 

Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

  

Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

 Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb              Sexton: Jesse Miller  

 Office Manager: Janice LeFrois             Clerk of Session: Sherry Robinson 

 Treasurer: Christine Menard               Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos  

 Office: 315-853-2933                                       email: stonepres@stonepres.org  

 www.stonepres.org                                                   www.facebook.com/stonepres 

 

                   Sunday Worship:  10:30 a.m.; Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. Monday-Friday 

 

Newsletter team  

Many thanks to Midge Bakos, Bev Miller, Ceil 

Gilbert and Emily Hughes who have collated, 

folded, taped and labeled this issue of The Cor-

ner Stone just for you!  

To  see a color version of this newsletter in pdf format, visit stonepres.org. 

  


