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  Stone Church ~ The Church on the GreenStone Church ~ The Church on the Green   

The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of 

Christ, engaging in worship that inspires and challenges us to learn and 

grow as we reach out in caring and service, trusting in the love of God.  

The Corner StoneThe Corner Stone  

 
WORSHIP IN JUNE AT STONE CHURCHWORSHIP IN JUNE AT STONE CHURCH 

 

June 2, 2019 – Ascension of the Lord and Seventh Sunday of Easter – The Lord’s Supper 

Acts 16:16–34     Paul and Silas in prison 

Psalm 97    The Lord reigns; let the earth rejoice        

Revelation 22:12-14,16-17,20-21     The end of John's visions 

John 17:20-26    A prayer for “oneness” 

Sermon: ―The Cost of Discipleship‖ – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 

 

 

June 9, 2019 – Pentecost – The Lord’s Supper 

Acts 2:1–21    The Spirit rushes down on the disciples.  

Psalm 104:24–34, 35b    The Spirit of God renews the earth.  

Romans 8:14–17     The Spirit prays with and through us.  

John 14:8–17, 25–27     Jesus promises the Holy Spirit.  

Sermon: ―The Advocate‖ – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching  

 

 

June 16, 2019 – Trinity Sunday – The Lord’s Supper 

Proverbs 8:1–4, 22–31       The divine Wisdom was with God in the Beginning. 

Psalm 8     How excellent thy name! 

Romans 5:1–5   God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Spirit. 

John 16:12–15    The Spirit guides us in truth. 

Sermon:  ―The Call of Wisdom‖ – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
 

June 23, 2019 – Second Sunday after Pentecost 

1 Kings 19:1–15a  Elijah flees for his life. 

Psalm 42 and 43  The soul longs for God. 

Galatians 3:23–29  We are heirs through Christ. 

Luke 8:26–39  A possessed man’s demons are exorcised.  

Sermon:  ―Faith and Duty‖ – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 

 

SUMMER WORSHIP AT 9:30 BEGINS 

June 30, 2019 – Third Sunday after Pentecost  

2 Kings 2:1–2, 6–14  Elijah transfers leadership to Elisha 

Psalm 77:1–2, 11–20  God’s mighty deeds are recalled. 

Galatians 5:1, 13–25  Christ has set us free to produce the fruits of the Spirit. 

Luke 9:51–62  Would-be followers of Jesus are turned away. 

Guest preacher   
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Historical Period Revisited—A Glimpse into Stone Church’s Past 

                                                      The Ministry of Music - A Gift of God 

Music has always been a significant part of worship at Stone Church even from the 

first worship service at Moses Foot’s unfinished home.  Soon after completion of 

the “Old White Meeting House,” Thomas Hastings led Professor Seth Norton 

(pastor’s brother), Samuel Gridley, Silas Tyler, and Josiah Owens as lead singers 

for the men and Mrs. Austen Mygatt, Mrs. Amon Ives, and Miss Prudence Hart for 

the women.  Accompaniment was given by Ephraim Hart on the bass-viol (cello) 

and Truman Hart at the flute.  According to A.D. Gridley’s “History of Kirkland,” 

“when Thomas Hastings held the tuning fork, and these singers and players did 

their best, the old arches resounded with melodies and harmonies not often 

excelled in these days of organs and other modern improvements.”  One wonders 

how they performed this music in an unheated church! 

An organ was installed in the first Stone Church thanks to George Bristol who 

raised the necessary funds.  Albert G. Gridley led the choir at the request of the 

Trustees.  Following in Thomas Hastings’ footsteps was no easy task and proved 

frustrating for Albert according to his resignation letter on file in our archives.  

George Bristol played the organ for a time followed by Annie Sykes who taught 

vocal and instrumental music for fifty years.  Her father, James B. Sykes, founder of the Clinton Courier, led the choir. 

When the present building was built in 1878, William Carpenter became the new choir director.  Later came Ivan Willard, 

Hugh T. Jones, and Lawrence Dick.  The list of organists includes Annie Sykes who played for many years in both the old 

and new stone churches, Miss Genevieve Wells who also directed the choir, Miss Luella Eldredge, teacher of music at 

Houghton Seminary, and Miss Mabel Brockway, whose family was connected to that of Dr. Norton, first pastor of our 

church.  In 1922, Florence and Tom Jones became choir leader and organist respectively.  Tom retired after 35 years but 

Florence continued as both organist and director until 1974 - a total of 52 years.  Stephen Smith, Peter Walther, Hermine 

Williams, and Maria Tyksinski continued until Rob Kolb joined us in September of 1990.  Some of us remember when 

Betty Gilbert, Barbara Young, and Mickey Adams served ably as substitute organists.  And - we can’t forget when as 

college students, David Kolb directed the choir with Sarah Ziegler and Jeff Dyer at the organ during Rob Kolb’s two-year 

leave. 

In 1939, Muriel Jones organized a junior choir for ages 7-16.  They sang not only at Stone Church but also at the Utica 

Presbytery and participated in annual Festival of Choirs at the First Presbyterian Church of Utica.  Lucille Webster took 

over the junior choir followed by Mickey Adams and later Lauralyn Kolb. 

The music program is at its best when the pastor and music director/organist have a good working relationship to coordinate 

scripture and worship with complementary music.  The Kolbs have always provided that cooperation along with their 

creativity and talent. 

And where would we be without the choir members?  If we didn’t have their love of music, dedication, and commitment, 

the above listed music leaders could not have carried out their ministry of music.  At Florence Jones’ 50-year reception, 

Florence said, “I had the most wonderful choir.  Their loyalty and cooperation were unsurpassed - a perfect group.” 

At times our love for God can only be expressed through praise and song.  The gift of music is our gift to God! 

            Midge Bakos 
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YOUR NEIGHBORS – 225 MEALS!  

THANK YOU.  

Everyone’s tremendous efforts made our May 18 Your Neighbors meal assembly and packaging a great 

success.  Our church dining room was filled with laughter and conversation as we surpassed our optimistic 

expectations and supplied 225 wonderfully generous meals and a great assortment of cookies and other treats.  

We extend our thanks to Carole Grove from Your Neighbors who made sure we had adequate supplies and 

helped transport the completed meals to the Your Neighbors freezers at Zion church.  And most special thanks 

go to Jason and Tanya Hamshar for accompanying Carole and helping to pack the food into the freezers. 

Carole sent us the following expression of gratitude: 

“Thank you for the amazing result of your group effort…the cooking, the boxing up 

and the help with transfer to Zion and filling the freezer. I can also tell you that our 

meal receivers’ eyes will be twinkling when they see your extra “goodies.” They are 

always looking in the bags we bring to see what special extras may be in there. You 

have created many smiles” 



 

  

 

DON’T FORGET THE DEACONS! 

Please keep the Deacons in mind on the first Sunday of each month. All of the loose money collected on 

those Sundays will go to support the ministry of the Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons - Jim Gavett, Judy LaGasse, Helen Leonard, Bev Miller, Hal & 

Linda Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara Greene & Trish Harris. 
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                                                        COMMUNITY COLLECTION DAY 

Please sign up to bake or work during the Community Collection Day on Saturday, April 27.  There is a sign-up sheet 

on the table in the back of the sanctuary . 

                                       WHAT’S BEING COLLECTED?? 

Non-perishable food items for the Country Pantry - Let’s fill the gazebo!!!   Also, eyeglasses, hearing aids, (they will 

be cleaned, repaired & distributed to those who need them..  Bottles & cans to support the Boynton Pool. Electronics & 

shredding - make a donation to the Country Pantry & recycle your old electronics and shred your sensitive documents. 

And trash to organize clean-up through the village. 

There’re be a bake sale and music.  So, let’s see everyone on Saturday, 4/27/19 from 9:00 a.m. to 12 p.m.  

Contact Scott Leonard, (315)723-7420 for more information. 

                            SESSION HIGHLIGHTS FROM APRIL 8TH 2019 

The discussion of the book “The Church has left the building” continues by working in pairs looking for ideas 

for future planning as well. 

A new boiler and a new water softener were installed which covers the whole building water supply and 
funded by dipping into our investment account. 
 
Pat Joseph and Grace Whittemore were installed as elders May 26, 2019 during worship.  
 
Our “One Great Hour of Sharing” drive was a great success collecting $969.00 as reported by Mary Ann 
Stiefvater. 
 
The Deacons reported that lunch and goodies were provided for the Blood drive in May.  
 
The Deacons and the Women’s Association worked together to provide and host a luncheon for folks 
following the funeral service for Donna Robinson—most appreciated for both events. 
 
The Fair Trade Shoppe reports the good news that sales were up $1000 more than at this time last year.  
 
Summer services will begin June 30, 2019 at 9:30 AM going through Labor Day Weekend. 
 

DEACONS CORNER 

My calendar for next month is filling up with a variety of occasions.  So far, there are graduations, a 

memorial service, birthdays and the beginning of summer.  Looking at the spectrum of events makes me 

think of how our lives are shaped by a series of endings and new beginnings.  Childhood ends; adulthood 

begins, school ends; a career begins, life on earth ends; eternal life begins, seasons end and seasons begin.  

Sometimes, we are excited and eager to welcome the end and beginning of a cycle and sometimes we are 

filled with anxiety and fear of the change. 

Lord, help us to remember that we are accompanied by a God who was there for each beginning, who will 

be the at the ending and who is with us during all of our times of transition.  Bring to us a sense of 

excitement for new chapters that are about to unfold. 
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ANNUAL PIE SALE 

 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!! 

                                              CONCERT BY TAPESTRY 

                           Myths" at 7:30 p.m. on Tuesday evening, June 18, in our sanctuary. 

The concert opens with "I Dream a Dream," a new work by Clinton resident Bob Turner, and includes songs 

from Shakespeare's A Midsummer Night's Dream and The Tempest by English composers Henry Purcell, 

Richard J. S. Stevens, and Ralph Vaughan Williams.  The ancient pagan revels of May Day's eve will be 

sampled through a chorus from Felix Mendelssohn's Die ersteWalpurgisnacht, and the German fairy tale "The 

Pilgrimage of the Rose" will be told through the music of Robert Schumann.  The myth of Orpheus and 

Eurydice will be explored in music of Orazio Vecchi, Claudio Monteverdi, William Byrd, George MacFarren, 

Christoph Willibald Gluck, and Jacques Offenbach.  We will also visit Wonderland with Alice in three choral 

settings from Alice in Wonderland, and living American composer Eric Whitacre, whose music has been praised 

by The Los Angeles Times as possessing "unearthly beauty and imagination," will take us on a journey of the 

imagination as Leonardo da Vinci dreams of his flying machine. 

Tapestry is under the direction of G. Roberts Kolb and will be joined for this concert by noted area pianist Sar-

Shalom Strong. 

Our annual Spring Pie Sale will be held on Saturday, June 8th, 2019, 

from 10am to 2pm.  We will need donations of pies or monetary 

donations.  Any help will be greatly appreciated.  Any kind of pie will 

be accepted.  Use your imagination!  We will again be featuring our 

“drive-thru” pies, which always seem to be very popular. The 

proceeds from this sale will go toward supporting our Women’s Association’s many mission projects.  

Questions?  Contact Donna Goodfriend or Ceil Gilbert. 

THE JR. B SHARP MUSIC CLUB 

Celebrates our  

18th Annual Benefit Concert  

on Sunday, June 9th 2019 

3:00 P.M. 

Stone Presbyterian Church 

South Park Row, Clinton, NY 

Suggested donations for tickets at the door are 

$10 per person or &25 per family 
The Junior B Sharp Musical Club was established in 1916 as a club for students pursuing their passion for 

music.  The membership consists of local students in grades 7-12, who gather and perform for their peers and 
receive mentorship from regional professional musicians. 

In the past, the concerts have raised funds for a variety of local and international organizations such as the Utica 
Symphony, The House of the Good Shepherd, the Music Therapy Project and FEED OUR VETS. 
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.BLANKETS +   SUNDAY – June 16, 2019 

Church World Service’s (CWS's) work began in 1946, in the aftermath of the Second World War, with a 

mission to enlist partners in helping to “Feed the hungry, clothe the naked, heal the sick, comfort the aged, 

shelter the homeless.” And so began Church World Service’s impact on our world an impact that continues 

today. Until there are no more natural disasters, warfare, oppression and refugees, there will be a desperate 

need CWS and its partners to continue this mission. 

The same partnerships that enhanced its development efforts have continued to enable CWS to maximize its 

response to people in need. Over the years, one program that has evolved is that which we colloquially call the 

Blanket + donation program.  Blankets+ is a special mission opportunity for all ages.  Some 8,500 

congregations and groups across the U.S. hold CWS Blankets+ events. 

Within this program, CWS, works in partnership with local communities to identify resources they need to 

build the foundation for a more viable future. Blankets+ funds provide: 

Blankets, tents, food and other emergency supplies in the wake of a disaster. In 2018 alone, tens of 

thousands of emergency items were supplied throughout the US and the world. 

Tools and seeds for refugees returning home or starting anew to plant their fields 

Wells for families living in drought prone areas to provide clean, safe water to drink and to irrigate crops 

and gardens 

Literacy training and microcredit for women struggling to realize their potential.  

 

Our contributions on June 16, (Father’s Day) which is the Sunday we have designated as Blankets + 

Sunday, will be used for these four vital programs. 

 

Please plan to enthusiastically enhance the Blankets+ program through your financial support on June 16. 

Your donation can be clearly delineated and put in the collection plate or be mailed to the Church office.  

 

Thank you. 

 

CHURCH PICNIC 
June 22, 2019 

Now that Summer is just around the corner…..it is time to think about warm days and being 

outside and enjoying the company and laughter of good friends. John & Chris Menard have 

again offered their lovely home to have our Church picnic. We want EVERYONE to 

attend…not just Church members but all friends of the Church too. We especially want to 

see kids enjoying themselves.  There will be lots of activities for them to do…..including a kids pool, water 

slide etc. There will be games for us “older” kids too!!! It is always a fun day…..and I don’t 

think we have ever had rain!!! And, the food is always amazing. There is a signup sheet in the 

Norton Room so we know approximately how many to expect. Please mark your calendars 

for SUNDAY, JUNE 22, 2019 at 1:00. 

See you ALL there!!!! 
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REMEMBER IN PRAYER 

Family of John & Chris Menard 

Family of Donna Robinson 

Sue Raitt 

Dorothy Alberico 

Connie Phillips 

Sue Riggles 

Anna Gogel 

Family of Doris Locke 

David Harris 

Family of Fred Kaiser 

Tanya Hamshar & Family 

Tiffany Heintz   

Carolyn Barnum 

Debra LaFont 

Mary Peterson 

All the children & grandchildren to know 
God 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY 

6-25-60 Frank & Grace Whittemore 

6-6-70 Pete & Donna Goodfriend 

4 - Krystal Pavlot 

5 - Nola Monohan 

14 - Amanda Lalonde 

  Simon Bishop 

15 - Bill Henry 

16 - Christine Menard 

17  - Adam Blanks 

19 - David Kolb 

23 - Kevin Bering 

29 - Paul Joseph 

30 - Caleb Fletcher 

               JUNE BIRTHDAYS 

WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2018 are now being readily accepted!!! Our per capita 
charge this year is $41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for each member on 
the membership roll. The per capita is the cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, Synod and General Assembly. Please 
consider sending your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. Box 33, Clinton, NY 
13323) or enclosing it in with your pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

We wish condolences to Judy LaGasse on the 

recent passing of her sister-in-law Barbara 

Cresswell May 7, 2019. 

Barbara was a special person to many in the 

community for whom she cared for in their homes. 

She was just a joy to be with—they looked forward 

to her presence and welcomed her with open arms. 

She was also special to her extended family 

affectionately called ―GG‖ by all her favorite people 

and grand-children.  

FRED KAISER  - A memorial service to 

celebrate Fred’s life will be held at our church 

on Saturday, June 1st @ 10:30 a.m. 
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AND THE WINNER IS………. 

…………….JANICE LEFROIS!!!!! 

   Congratulations to our Church Office Administrator, Janice, on winning the 

beautiful painting titled “Wild Flowers In A Bud Vase”. She is going to hang it in 

her office here at the church.  It was painted and donated by our own gifted 

artist…Linda Fedigan Hale.  Linda has an art studio in Frankfort called the LFH 

Gallery. All the money raised was given to the Church to go towards our 

commitment of $2,000  for the “Rise Against Hunger” program.  We raised $300 

which put us over our goal.  Yea for us!!!!  Thanks to all of you who bought raffle 

tickets to make this a very successful event. And an extra special thank you to 

Linda Hale!!!! 

IN REMEMBRANCE OF KAROLYN CROCKETT 

Karolyn Crockett who resided in Clinton most of her life died April 25, 2019 at age 92 in 
Greenville, SC. She was a native of Ohio and a graduate of Butler University who married George 
Crockett June 30, 1950 at Fairview Presbyterian Church in Indianapolis—a marriage of 61 years. Karolyn 
joined Stone Presbyterian Church when the family (Christine, Jay, and Susan) moved to Clinton.  

 She worked for many years at the Burke Library at Hamilton College and the Kirkland Town 
Library. She was a devoted member of P.E.O. a philanthropic, education organization where members 
raise money for loans, scholarships and/or special needs in promoting education for women.  

Not only was she an avid reader, she was detail oriented in the library environment and was kind in 
serving the customers—thoroughly enjoying her position. 

 As a family oriented person, they were admired for the lovely flowers in their yard on Martin Rd., 

especially their beautiful roses. Karolyn was predeceased by her husband George and daughter Susan. 

Those her knew her well might wish to consider a donation to the Kirkland Town Library or Stone Church 

in memory of this lovely lady. 

                                 
 
 

                                             The office will be closed on Wednesdays  
                               starting July 17th through the month of       
                              August.  We will resume regular hours 

on  September 4th.                                                       

To all the father’s ,dad’s, dada’s, Pop’s 

Poppa’s….We want to wish you a very special 

day!  

 

 

To save money and improve Internet speed, we 

have switched from Verizon as our phone and 

Internet provider to Spectrum.  While our 

phone number and web site do not change, our 

email address is now stonepres@stonepres.org. 

Our old email address stonepres@verizon.net 

will no longer work. 

mailto:stonepres@stonepres.org
mailto:stonepres@verizon.net
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          IN REMEMBRANCE OF DONNA MAE ZIEGLER ROBINSON 1940 -2019 

 Donna died May 2, 2019 at Lutheran Care after a long illness supported by her loving family throughout her 
courageous struggle. The family appreciates the help of Hospice and Palliative Care and the staff at Lutheran Care 
during this difficult time. 

 Donna was born in Syracuse and lived in Deansboro receiving her education at Waterville Central and 
graduated from MVCC and Syracuse University with degrees in Secretarial Science, Computer and Accounting. She 
was a Private Secretary to Judge Hugh R. Jones and later worked at Kelsey-Hayes until retirement as a Machinist and 
Final Inspector. She was also in charge of the Sandstone Hollow Golf Course as Golf Pro Attendant for five years 
since it opened. 

In addition to all her talents as a hard worker supporting her family, Donna was an avid reader who also loved 
our church newsletter and occasionally contributed a special recipe. She liked researching genealogy helping to find 
some of the neighbor’s relatives. Donna would leave a gift at a neighbor’s door in response to the neighbor’s kindness. 
Especially appreciated was her devotion to her family and extended family--always staying in touch and arranging 
events together.    
 



 
CONGRATULATIONS TO KRISTIN ST. HILAIRE 

Kristin St. Hilaire, Utica College’s lacrosse coach, 

earned her 100th career victory this season. It is the first 

time that Kristin and the Utica College staff 

earned the Empire 8’s top honor. The Utica 

College women’s lacrosse team had their best 

season in program history. 
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Want to see what else is on the calendar?   You don’t 

have to call the office.  Go to our home web page - 

stonepres.org, and click on the “Calendar” tab at the 

top or on the calendar icon: 

FAIR TRADE SHOPPE 

Now is the time to think about gifts for Father’s Day, graduations, showers and weddings.  

Our Dabu Block Print table linens from  India with white floral and diamond patterns are 

created using a resist hand block-printing technique.  Each piece is printed on a naturally 

dyed indigo surface in a unique, coordinating pattern.  For the 

artisanal coffee lover, our fair trade gift basket includes organic, 

ground medium roast coffee from Guatemala, along with a ceramic pour-over coffee 

maker and mug from Vietnam,  packed in a natural basket from Bangladesh.  These and 

many, many more wonderful handmade items from 38 different countries are available at 

our Fair Trade Shop, Stone Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton.  We have a 

large selection of baskets, exquisite jewelry, collectibles, wood items, chocolate and food 

items, clothing and toys. Purchasing fair trade ensures artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy 

working conditions, providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized people. Our hours are 

10am to 6;30pm every Thursday, 10am to 4pm second Saturdays and 10am to 4pm at the Farmer’s Market on 

the Village Green every Thursday starting on June 6th, 2019.  For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 

lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at www.stonepres.org or like us on Facebook at 

www.facebook.com/stonepres. 

 

HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST 

This month’s wish list includes the following: BREAKFAST CEREAL, COFFEE, SUGAR, HOT 

CHOCOLATE, BUTTER, DEODORANT, SHAMPOO, CONDITIONER, NAPKINS AND TOILET 

PAPER.  Any donation that you designate for food or personal needs will greatly be appreciated. Any 

questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 

COUNTRY PANTRY  

The Country Pantry is preparing for the traditional summer kids packs give away during June, July and 

August. With summer vacation, the children qualifying for school meals need extra kid preferred food items. 

Each month the pantry serves around 200 - 250 children. If the pantry had to buy these items it would cost 

around $3000.00 per month. Therefore, the community is asked to help provide the following items: 

GRANOLA BARS, CEREAL, FRUIT CUPS, PUDDING CUPS, CANNED SOUP, RAMEN 

NOODLES, COLORING BOOKS, STORY BOOKS AND CRAYONS. 

The items may be dropped off at church or directly to the pantry.  

 



 

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the Jul/Aug                      
newsletter is Thursday, June 20th, 2019 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 with 
any questions. 

The Corner Stone 

Stone Presbyterian Church 

P.O. Box 33 (8 S. Park Row) 

Clinton, NY 13323 
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Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

 Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb              Sexton: Jesse Miller  
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 Treasurer: Christine Menard               Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos  

 Office: 315-853-2933                                       email: stonepres@stonepres.org  

 www.stonepres.org                                                   www.facebook.com/stonepres 

 

                              Sunday Worship: 10:30 a.m. - June 2nd-23rd, 9:30 a.m. June 30th 

                                   Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. Monday-Friday 

 

Newsletter team  

Many thanks to Midge Bakos, Ceil Gilbert, 

Bev Miller and Barb Greene who have col-

lated, folded, taped and labeled this issue of 

The Corner Stone just for you!  

To  see a color version of this newsletter in pdf format, visit stonepres.org. 

  


