The Corner Stone
Stone Church ~ The Church on the Green
MAY 2019

The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of
Christ, engaging in worship that inspires and challenges us to learn and
grow as we reach out in caring and service, trusting in the love of God.

WORSHIP IN MAY AT STONE CHURCH
May 5, 2019 – Third Sunday of Easter – The Lord’s Supper
Acts 9:1–6 The conversion of Saul on the road to Damascus.
Psalm 30 God has turned mourning into dancing.
Revelation 5:11–14
Angels by the thousands sing praise in heaven.
John 21:1–19
The risen Jesus feeds his disciples breakfast beside the sea.
Sermon: ―Blinded by the Light‖ – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching

May 12, 2019 – Fourth Sunday of Easter
Acts 9:36–43 The raising of Dorcas.
Psalm 23 The Lord is my shepherd.
Revelation 7:9–17 The worship of the saints in heaven.
John 10:22–30 Jesus’ sheep hear his voice.
Sermon: ―Death and Life‖ – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching

May 19, 2019 – Fifth Sunday of Easter
Acts 11:1–18 Peter’s vision of inclusion changes the church.
Psalm 148 Praise the Lord from the heavens.
Revelation 21:1–6 John sees the new heaven and new earth.
John 13:31–35 Jesus gives a new commandment.
Guest preacher Rev. Bob Umidi

May 26, 2019 – Sixth Sunday of Easter
Acts 16:9–15 Paul baptizes Lydia, the first Christian in Europe.
Psalm 67 Let the people praise God.
Revelation 21:10, 22—22:5 The holy new Jerusalem comes down.
John 5:1–9 Jesus heals a paralyzed man.
Sermon: ―Walk the Talk‖ – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching
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Talk the Talk and Walk the Walk
“Sweet May hath come to love us,
Flowers, trees, their blossoms don;
And through the blue heavens above us
The very clouds move on.”
--Heinrich Heine, Book of Songs, “New Spring, No. 5.”
Though astronomically spring (technically the vernal equinox) begins around March 20, in CNY it is really not until
May when we feel spring. Case in point, at our fourth annual Community Collection Day on Saturday, April 27 on the
Village of Clinton green, it was a high of 37˚F with wind gusts and snow showers on and off. And yet, almost 20 people
stood out in that weather all morning collecting: a ton of paper (literally) that was shredded; electronics, including tube
TVs from the last century, to be recycled that filled trailers; old eyeglasses and hearing aids for the Lions Club; and trash
off the ground around the village with first and second grade Cub Scouts, high school students, and members of the men’s
and women’s Hamilton College soccer teams. We also had a bake sale earning $350 (plus another $88 after worship the
next day) and had oldies music from the gazebo to keep us moving as we tried to keep warm.
And most of all we collected food for The Country Pantry in Clark Mills, which was the main purpose. We collected
1237 food items plus Westmoreland wished to be part of the effort and they collected 977 items for a total of 2214 donated
food items! In addition to the bake sale we collected donations of $870! From our ecumenical Good Friday service we
also collected $72 to go toward the event and the Palm Sunday Epic Storytelling of Joseph and his Brothers collected $260
also dedicated to the event, so a grand total of $1,590! (As point of reference last year we collected 1807 food items and a
total of $1,170 in donations.) Mary Zimbler, coordinator at The Country Pantry, and her folks were overjoyed with the
generosity.
I mention all of this not just to have less original writing on my part for my column (!), but because of what it means.
The month of May this year is all in the liturgical season of Easter, that is, the 50 days after Resurrection Sunday when
Christ again walked the earth, eating and drinking with his disciples (“pupils; followers”) and instructing them for their
new vocations as apostles (“messengers; people sent forth”). That message was of God’s abundant love and mercy for us.
Now some say that preaching that message and worshipping God is enough. In the secular world we would say, “You
talk the talk, but can you walk the walk?” In science we would say it is a necessary, but not sufficient condition. God
wants more than that. The resurrection of Jesus from the dead is essentially what defines Christianity, but it does not
define what we are to do as Christians. If it were, then there was no reason for Jesus to have a public ministry before or
appearing afterwards; he might as well have been killed by Herod along with the other babies if a sacrifice was all that was
needed. No, as Father Tony Stanganelli of St. Brigid’s Catholic Church writes, “It seems to me that God does take this
present world seriously. While he desires that we live with him in communion forever in heaven, he also desires that we
might be able to experience that heavenly communion even here on earth… it would seem that in the plan of salvation, the
public ministry of Jesus is indeed important; his miracles and his teaching reflected the Father's desire to heal us, to free us
from those obstacles that keep us from experiencing wholeness within.” And so by working with others and reaching out
to those in need helps not only them, but also helps bring wholeness to ourselves.
The Clinton Area Ministerium was started to provide a forum for dialogue among the pastors of the different
denominations to share with each other. The outgrowth was ecumenical activities, such as recent Lenten series, Good
Friday service, and Easter Sunrise Service. It has been further extended the past number of years as an ecumenical
community reaching out into the community at large, such as with our annual Community Collection Day, collecting food
for local needs, and the Rise Against Hunger, collecting money to buy food for us to package in September for needs
around the world.
We rest on the seventh day to worship God, but the rest of the week we work to live out that faith in all that we do—
including what we do for others, as Christ would have us do. Community spirit is the spirit of giving because that is where
the Spirit is, even in—or perhaps, particularly in—April snow showers.

Shalom!
(see pics of Community Collection Day on pg 8)
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Historical Period Revisited—A Glimpse into Stone Church’s Past
Moses Foote
August 4, 1734 –February 9, 1819
Clinton is now 232 years old and we at Stone Church note
that Moses Foote was not only credited with the Village of
Clinton’s founding in March of 1787 but with his leadership in
the beginning of our church.
Moses was born in Waterbury, Connecticut. He was
described as a self-reliant man endowed with a 6 ft. powerful
frame that made him fit for pioneer life. He had served in the
American Revolution as a Lieutenant in the 1st Regiment of
Col. James Wadsworth and as Captain in the 25 th Regiment of
the Connecticut Volunteers. In his travels during the war, he
had seen the fertileness of the Oriskany Valley. After the war,
he and other veterans and their families moved temporarily to
the town of German Flatts in the Mohawk Valley—the
boundary of the western frontier at that time.In the fall of 1786,
he and other explorers scouted out the Oriskany Valley
deciding on the site we today know as the Village Park and
surrounding lands.
In March of 1787 he led seven to eight families to that
chosen site to begin a new life in this pristine “wilderness.”
When Foote realized that the land they occupied had already
been surveyed thus making them “squatters,” he set out to
Philadelphia to buy 2016 acres from William Coxe. The cost
was “two hundred and one pound twelve shillings”- equal to
10 acres to the pound as recorded in book 1 in Oneida Co.
Deeds in Utica. It was divided into 20 lots of approximately
100 acres each and sold to the settlers.
A month after Clinton was established (April of 1787), a
simple worship service was held at Moses Foote’s unfinished
log home located at what is now the Artisans’ Corner in
McHarris’ building. Moses Foote led in prayer, a printed sermon was read by Caleb Merrill and Barnabas Pond, Bronson
Foote, and Ludim Blodgett formed a “choir.” Worship continued in barns, open areas and people’s homes—a guiding
influence in their lives. By 1791, four years later, Rev. Jonathan Edwards, The Younger arrived August 21 and again met
in Moses Foote’s home where 30 charter members signed the Congregational Covenant of Faith. A month later, the
Society of Clinton was organized electing Moses Foote and five other men as trustees - first a church and then a ruling
society - the Congregational way of setting up their church government.
Education was important to Congregationalists. Schooling took place in Foote’s barn before the school had been built
about the time the log cabin was built for worship in 1792. Also Moses Foote’s name appears on the original list of
subscribers to the Hamilton Oneida Academy in 1793. He pledged 2 pounds, 1000 feet of timber, 5000 feet of boards and
20 days’ work to help with Rev. Samuel Kirkland’s educational enterprise. Foote lived to see the Oneida Academy later
become Hamilton College.
Moses Foote gave the needed leadership to the settlers for building this fine community. He set a wonderful example in
his Christian faith, his ingenuity and his generosity.

Midge
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YOUR NEIGHBORS

How very fortunate we at Stone Church are. Not only do we personally support each other, but we have so
many opportunities to work together to share the abundance bestowed upon each of us. One such opportunity
is the upcoming Your Neighbors event on May 18.
Your Neighbors, an affiliate of the Lutheran Home of Central NY, is composed of community volunteers
dedicated to serving the frail, elderly and those with limited independence in the greater Utica area. Your
Neighbors volunteers offer companionship, transportation, friendly assistance, healthy home-cooked meals and
other services to their clients. As ever, but especially as those needing their services have dramatically
increased, Your Neighbors truly appreciates help in providing a quantity of nourishing, tasty, home-cooked
meals to be stockpiled in their freezers for subsequent distribution to their clients.
Stone Church is fortunate to have an opportunity to demonstrate our willingness to support those who are
marginalized and in need of assistance by working with Your Neighbors. As we have done for the last six or
more years, we, the members and friends of Stone Church, have chosen to be neighborly by providing a
quantity of meals for distribution.
We are requesting monetary donations to defray the costs of purchasing food to be prepared and packaged for
Your Neighbors AND/OR a selection of home-cooked food that can be packaged for distribution. Your
monetary contribution can be clearly delineated cash or a check written to Stone Church with Your Neighbors
marked on the check memo. Contributions can be put in the offering plate OR mailed to the Church office
(Stone Church, PO Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323). If you are able to contribute home-cooked food, please plan to
put it in the refrigerator downstairs in the kitchen or in the Norton Room refrigerator between 9 AM and noon
on Friday, May 17 or bring it to the church dining room by 10 AM on the morning of Saturday, May 18.
Your Neighbors meals will be put together, packaged and boxed on Saturday, May 18 from 9:30 until
approximately 12:30 in the Church dining room. The Saturday meal preparation event is a great opportunity for
us to enjoy each other’s company and work together. It truly is fun, does not require a high level of physical
prowess, and, for those with busy schedules, is a way to help a lot in a relatively short period of time.
Your assistance in our support of Your Neighbors is very much appreciated. Please see or call Mary Ann
Stiefvater (315-794-5122) for further details or questions regarding this May 18 event.
Thank you!
Mary Ann Stiefvater

&

The Corner Stone

P a ge 5

BAPTISM OF BRADLEY JOHNSON: On March 31 Pastor Scott Leonard baptized Bradley
Johnson, son of Melissa and Keith Johnson. Pastor Scott had previously baptized Bradley’s sister Scarlett
almost two years ago as well his cousins Zachary and Brady Moorehead. Great to have the extended
family at the baptism—and cake afterwards!

It has been a long winter. Let us take some time to appreciate and enjoy the spring flowers
and blue skies!
May flowers always line your path and sunshine light your day
May songbirds serenade your every step along the way.
May a rainbow run beside you in a sky that’s always blue.
And may happiness fill your heart each and every day your whole life through.
Irish Blessing

To save money and improve Internet speed, we have switched from Verizon as our phone and Internet
provider to Spectrum. While our phone number and web site do not change, our email address is now
stonepres@stonepres.org. Our old email address stonepres@verizon.net will no longer work."

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS FROM APRIL 8TH 2019
The session approved that the request from Pat Joseph that the Committee on Ministry of the Utica Presbytery
which meets the first Tuesday of every month at 5:00 p.m. could hold their meetings at Stone Church.
Scott has spent time switching phone and internet services from Verizon to Spectrum.
In addition to replacing the boiler, an installation of a new softener system in the existing boiler room was
approved giving John Menard the go ahead to oversee the project.
The May 18, 2019 date for “Feeding our Neighbors” seems to be a great date for Mary Ann Stiefvater and her
helpers.
Scott Leonard reported on Vandercamp and the difficulties they are experiencing keeping it running.

The Corner Stone

P a ge 6

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING:

One Great Hour of Sharing is one of four annual
special offerings of the Presbyterian Church U.S.A. Its stated purpose is for participating congregations
to “join with Presbyterians worldwide in sharing God’s love with our neighbors in need around the
world by providing relief from natural and human-caused disasters, food for the hungry and support for
the poor and oppressed.” Generally this offering is received sometime around Palm or Easter Sunday.
Ideally, as we considered our individual responses to the One Great Hour of Sharing appeal, this event served as a
catalyst for each of us prayerfully considering how we are responding to our personal commitments to Christ.
Unsurprisingly, Stone Church members and friends responded with generosity to the One Great Hour of Sharing
appeal. We will be sending a check for $969 to be used for One Great Hour of Sharing initiatives.
Thank you all for your generosity and for your commitment to making the world a better place for all beings. Thank
you for supporting One Great Hour of Sharing and Stone Church.

EPIC STORYTELLING
On Palm/Passion Sunday afternoon April 14, 2019 the Stone Storytellers performed their13th annual Epic Storytelling
at Stone Church in Clinton, NY. Led by Pastor Scott Leonard the performers this year were Anne Dunn, Donna
Goodfriend, Elizabeth Smith, Kevin Bailey (from The Three Voices Presbyterian Church), and guest master
storytellers Dennis Dewey, former pastor at the church and founder of the troupe, and Tim Coombs, president of the
Network of Biblical Storytellers. We had 65 people in the audience and took up a collection of $260 for the local
Country Pantry as our designated charity this year. The deacons at Stone Church provided delicious homemade baked
goods and drinks for refreshments afterwards. We had a blast!

A well performed presentation of the Story of Joseph & His Brothers from the last portion of Genesis
in the Old Testament
A wonderful, intimate MAUNDY THURSDAY service! Music and singing from our
music director that moved the spirit! And thanks so much to our readers during the
Tenebrae service who did such a marvelous job! (You'd never know they found out as
they walked in!) We also were delighted to have Pastor Frank Abbe and some of his flock from The Lord's
Church at the other end of the village green join us.
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GOOD FRIDAY SERVICE: Thanks to Janet and Patsy for organizing it and Gary, Jeff Hale, and I for
participating. I also had good time at lunch learning about Episcopal and Lutheran polity from Gary and
Janet! We collected $72 that we’ll count towards our Community Collection Day next Sunday

A brisk, but dry and wonderful ECUMENICAL SUNRISE EASTER SERVICE on the Clinton
village green! Thanks to Rev. Jeff Hale (Clinton United Methodist Church) for organizing the service--his
swan song as he gets ready to retire--and other Clinton Area Ministerium members participating, Rev. Janet
Griffiths, Patsy Glista, Rev. Jeff McArn, and Pastor Scott Leonard.

We had an inspiring and blessed EASTER SERVICE! Thank you to our wonderful choir led by Rob Kolb
and the assistance of Donna Goodfriend in the worship and creator of our Lenten Desert now an Easter Garden.
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COMMUNITY COLLECTION DAY PICS

.

We are pleased to announce that Donna Goodfriend has received a Women of Worship award for her
unending participation in the life of Stone Presbyterian Church. The awards were created to give “honor
to whom honor is due” by recognizing women who labor for the Lord in their place of worship. The
award will be presented at the 2019 Women of Worship Awards Commemorative Luncheon on Saturday,
May 4, 2019 at 12:00 Noon at Harts Hill Inn. We are very proud that Donna has received this prestigious
honor and we would like to take this opportunity to express our heartfelt THANKS to her for ALL that she does at
Stone Church.

RISE AGAINST HUNGER FUNDRAISER: We will be drawing the winner of the painting Sunday, 5/5/19, after
worship. The total amount raised so far (not including raffle ticket sales) is: $1,668 .50
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APRIL BIRTHDAYS

REMEMBER IN PRAYER
Sue Raitt

6

-

Donna Goodfriend

Dorothy Alberico

8

-

Hal Rance

9

-

Tanya Hamshar

Connie Phillips
Sue Riggles

10 -

Anna Gogel
Family of Doris Locke
David Harris

Jesse Miller
Leanne Miller Hirshfield

16 -

Family of Fred Kaiser

Debbie Altdoerffer
Sara Coe

Tanya Hamshar & Family
Tiffany Heintz

17 -

Sue Raitt

Donna Robinson

18 -

Paige Pavlot

Carolyn Barnum
Debra LaFont

22 -

Zachary Blanks

-

Brooke Villiere

Mary Peterson
All the children & grandchildren to know
God

24 -

Lauren St. Hilaire-D’Antonio

25 -

Paul Dunn

26 -

Debbie LaFont

29 -

Dianne Tuttle

Happy Anniversary
5-13

Debbie & Tim LaFont
36 YEARS!!

5-20-67

DON’T FORGET: Mother’s day is Sunday, May 12th.
Let’s make her feel appreciated with a hug, flowers and
words of encouragement!

Pat & Buzz Joseph
52 YEARS!!!

FRED KAISER - 3/09/19 A memorial service to
celebrate Fred’s life will be held at our church on Saturday,
June 1st @ 10:30 a.m.

WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!
Please note that per capita payments for 2018 are now being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge
this year is $41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for each member on the membership
roll. The per capita is the cost of our representative democracy as a church and supports the meetings and
operations of the Presbytery, Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending your per capita
either directly to the church office (P.O. Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your pledge
envelope.
Thank you in advance for your help.
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EASTER SUNDAY AT STONE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
The Worship Committee created an effective literary musical elaboration of a medieval Easter LITURGY
consisting of a short dialogue between the ANGEL guarding Christ’s tomb and the three MARY’S.
The semi-dark sanctuary was illuminated by two candelabra’s and the chancel light on the cross. The pulpit
was surrounded by tulips, daffodils, lilies and hyacinths. Organist/Choir director, Rob Kolb played Jesus
Christ is Risen Today as the choir and congregation sang.
I am sure the congregation recognized the very beautiful artifacts and symbols that grace our church.
Bequests that were made many years ago continue to bring beauty to our church.
The memorial Committee invites you to learn how a gift from you would fill a need.
Thank you,
Emily Hughes, Chairman
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DON’T FORGET THE DEACONS!
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the first Sunday of
each month. All of the loose money collected on those
Sundays will go to support the ministry of the Deacons.

Want to see what else is on the calendar? You don’t
have to call the office. Go to our home web page stonepres.org, and click on the “Calendar” tab at the top
or on the calendar icon:

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons - Jim Gavett,
Judy LaGasse, Helen Leonard, Bev Miller, Hal & Linda
Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara Greene & Trish
Harris.

HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST
This month’s wish list includes the following: BREAKFAST CEREAL, COFFEE, SUGAR, HOT
CHOCOLATE, BUTTER, DEODORANT, SHAMPOO, CONDITIONER, NAPKINS AND TOILET
PAPER. Any donation that you designate for food or personal needs will greatly be appreciated. Any
questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or ceilgilbert@yahoo.com.

ATTENTION: HOPE HOUSE VOLUNTEERS
Hope House would like to thank all their volunteers. You are invited to an appreciation dinner on Wednesday, May 15th,
2019 at 5:30pm at New Hartford United Methodist Church, 105 Genesee Street, New Hartford. It is always a delicious

COUNTRY PANTRY: The Country Pantry is preparing for the traditional summer kids packs give
away during June, July and August. With summer vacation, the children qualifying for school meals need extra
kid preferred food items.
Each month the pantry serves around 200 - 250 children. If the pantry had to buy these items it would cost
around $3000.00 per month. Therefore, the community is asked to help provide the following items:
GRANOLA BARS, CEREAL, FRUIT CUPS, PUDDING CUPS, CANNED SOUP, RAMEN
NOODLES, COLORING BOOKS, STORY BOOKS AND CRAYONS.

FAIR TRADE SHOP
Spring is here! It is time to think of gardens. This Geo Gourd Birdhouse
was made by Peruvian artisans using mates burilados (gourd burning),
traditions passed down through the generations, and colored by hand with
natural dyes and flame. Your purchase creates a sustainable livelihood and
hopeful outlook for some of Peru’s poorest residents.
Our metal watering can was handmade in India from partially recycled iron sheets, is functional
and has vintage-inspired decorative appeal. It is cut and welded by hand, then stamped and finished in antiqued green and
gold tones. Your purchase helps artisans break the cycle of poverty and preserve a part of Indian culture at risk of being
lost. These and many, many more unique handmade items are featured in our Fair Trade Shop, Stone Presbyterian
Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton. We have a large selection of baskets, exquisite jewelry, collectible, wood items,
chocolate and food items, clothing and toys from 38 different countries. Purchasing fair trade ensures artisans and small
farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized
people. Our hours are 10am to 6:30pm every Thursday and 10am to 4pm the second Saturday of the month. For more
information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at www.stonepres.org or like
us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/stonepres.
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

Scott Leonard, Commissioned Lay Pastor
Cell: 315-723-7420
Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com
Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus
Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb
Sexton: Jesse Miller
Office Manager: Janice LeFrois
Clerk of Session: Sherry Robinson
Treasurer: Christine Menard
Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos
Office: 315-853-2933
email: stonepres@verizon.net
www.stonepres.org
www.facebook.com/stonepres
Sunday Worship: 10:30 a.m.; Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. Monday-Friday

Newsletter team
Many thanks to Midge Bakos, Barbara Greene,
Ceil Gilbert and Linda Rance who have collated, folded, taped and labeled this issue of The
Corner Stone just for you!

Please note…
The deadline for the issue of the June
newsletter is Thursday, May 20th, 2019
Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 with
any questions.

To see a color version of this newsletter in pdf format, visit stonepres.org.

