
 

WORSHIP IN JULY/AUGUST AT STONE CHURCHWORSHIP IN JULY/AUGUST AT STONE CHURCH 

                                                         Summer Worship ~ 9:30 a.m. 

 

                                     At Stone Presbyterian Church                            Ecumenical Service  

          July 7 – August 25                                       on the Village Green 

                                            September 1  

                                           (Labor Day Weekend)    

            

  

  

                                                       CHURCH PICNICCHURCH PICNICCHURCH PICNIC   

   What a wonderful time we all had at the Church picnic!!  The day turned out absolutely perfect.  The weather even 
cooperated…it was a sunny 75 degree day with a slight breeze.  The little kids and the big “kids” were able to go swimming in 
the pool.  Others practiced their golf chipping, some played board games, some just visited and others played Corn hole.  The 
Corn hole competition got quite competitive!!! I don’t want to say too much about that…BUT….I believe that Scott & John 
M. will be out doing a little practicing during the year!!  (Right Sherry & Linda?) 

   The food was awesome. Everyone that attended must have made their very best dish. Everyone was welcomed with a Pina 
colada….then some hors d’oeuvres and then a magnificent buffet of BBQ beef, ham, pizza, scalloped potatoes, several salads, 
beans and yummy desserts. Thank you all!!!! 

A very special thank you to John and Chris Menard for agreeing to host the picnic at their beautiful home. Everything was just 
lovely. We all felt like we were at a resort and didn’t want to leave!!  You guys are the BEST!!!!  

 

JUL/AUG 2019JUL/AUG 2019  

  Stone Church ~ The Church on the GreenStone Church ~ The Church on the Green   

The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of 

Christ, engaging in worship that inspires and challenges us to learn and 

grow as we reach out in caring and service, trusting in the love of God.  

The Corner StoneThe Corner Stone  
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  There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer 

male and female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus..” 

— Galatians 3:28   

Since its very beginning the church has struggled with unity within the church.  Paul wrote his letters to 

various churches precisely because they were struggling to do what was right and disagreeing on it.  And 

there is a tension throughout the Bible between rigidly believing and doing certain things (dogma), which 

tends to be exclusive, being open and gracious to others, which tends to be inclusive.  It is easy to pick on 

the dogmatic side.  Certainly, Jesus did it with the scribes and Pharisees.  Yet if you don’t stand for 

something, then you stand for nothing; if anything goes, then everything goes.  In the fourth century there 

began a series of ecumenical councils, which, by definition sought to establish or promote unity among churches or religions.  They 

had some luck, mostly notably in establishing our Trinitarian view of God.  But things unraveled, first with the Schism of 1054 

between East (Orthodox) and West (Catholic) and beginning in 1519 between the Catholic and Protestants.  And right from the 

beginning the Protestants devolved into a number of denominations—over 200 today just in the U.S. alone.  We agree on the basics, 

but the devil (!) is in the details.  

Still, there is hope.  Many years ago some of the pastors in Clinton got together for lunch once in a while.  Then they started meeting 

more formally and starting calling themselves the Clinton Area Ministerium (a moniker developed by my predecessor, Dennis Dewey).  

And they started doing more things together (i.e., ecumenical), such as Lenten series with our joint congregations and Easter Sunrise 

Service on the Village Green. 

I joined the group four years ago and it’s been a real joy.  Our irreverent reverence has been our hallmark—

while we take our faith seriously, we never take ourselves seriously.  And as most pastor tenures are finite our 

membership changes over time.  We had our annual end-of-the-year luncheon at Nola’s on 6/19/19 where we 

wish Jeff Hale well in the next phase of his life as he retires.  And we welcomed his replacement at the Clinton 

United Methodist Church, Michael Terrell, who still wants to be part of our gang even after meeting us! 

Amidst our laughing and joking, I was struck at the luncheon just how well we work together and in this age of 

divisiveness and rancor that we have a unity and amicability that bespeaks us well.  We are able to accomplish this because we do not 

focus on our differences (though we/I aren’t above good-natured poking fun at each other’s theology and polity), but rather what we 

have in common.  We agree on two things: love the Lord and love your neighbor.  And we agree on the corollary, we love the Lord 

through prayer and worship and by doing things for our neighbor.  We must be in the community at large if we are to be a community 

of faith.  And that being ecumenical is not watering down of our beliefs to some lowest common denominator, but to find ways of 

doing right rather than fighting to be right.  And Jeff Hale was a quiet, but strong proponent of that. 

One of those ways is doing ecumenical worship and related activities.  The other is to be more mission-oriented, looking outside our 

churches to those in need and that was one of Jeff’s major contributions.  It was Jeff over three years ago who said, “We need to do 

more than just meet and do some church things together—we need to be more missional.”  And that was our impetus for our now 

annual Community Collection Day, whose primary purpose is to collect food for The Country Pantry.  Then a year later he said, “We 

should do something missional beyond our community.”  So he led his church to start the Rise Against Hunger campaign with other 

churches supporting to raise money to buy food and then package meals—40,000 or so.  Last year, like the Community Collection 

Day, it truly became a community event where everyone helps out.  We have Jeff Hale to thank for these. 

I will miss Jeff.  Our two churches did more together than any other, so we had a special relationship.  Jeff is 

not a demonstrative person, but his faith is deep and he believes putting it—and the rest of us—into action.  

So, I say good-bye to my friend with the Priestly Blessing from Numbers 6:24-26: 

The Lord bless you and keep you, Jeff Hale;  

the Lord make his face to shine upon you, and be gracious to you;  

the Lord lift up his countenance upon you, and give you peace. 

Shalom,  Jeff Hale 

Michael Terrell 
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Midge Bakos 

Historical Period Revisited—A Glimpse into Stone Church’s Past 

                                 “Old Stone Church” Fire -- July 10, 1876  

(Revised from 2010) 

Research into the fire was hampered because the exclusive coverage of the fire in the issue of 

the July 13, 1876 Courier came up missing. With the help of the July 11, 1876 Utica Morning 

Herald article and a small article in September 17, 1953 Clinton Courier recapping the Stone 

Church fire, I was able to gain insight into that fateful Monday afternoon July 10, 1876. 

The origin of the fire actually dates back to Saturday night July 8 th at the Condon property on 

College Street that had originally been an unoccupied saloon for some time and considered an 

eyesore to the village. The saloon was fired by an incendiary and the firemen quickly 

extinguished the fire. But by Monday and with a light breeze present, the property was the 

scene of a brisk fire that was being carefully watched. At 4 p.m. that afternoon, the danger to 

the church had not been anticipated and a small curl of smoke was seen coming out of the bell 

tower. The firemen quickly put their new hand pumper to the test by positioning it next to the 

fountain and aiming the hose on the belfry. (Ironically they had tested the new pumper the 

week before by spraying the church tower.) 

However, the wind started whistling and soon the tower’s “flames were too formidable to conquer at such a height against 

the advantage of the strong upward draft.” 

While all this was going on a telegram was sent to the Utica Fire Department at 4:30 p.m. asking for assistance but their fire 

department had to wait for the departure of the train at 5:15 p.m. for transportation. They arrived too late to be of much help 

except to help the Clinton firemen quench the embers carried to the Willard House east of the church, the Baptist church 

and other nearby buildings. The Utica firemen used 1600 feet of hose to draw water from the Chenango Canal with their 

steam engine which at times sucked up mud and grass from the low water level of the canal. Both departments fought 

valiantly, aided by citizens working with pail brigades, to save the endangered buildings.  

The old clock struck four just before the wooden tower and bell tumbled over upon the Mannering Block. The destruction to 

the church took about 2 + hours. The west wall fell outward at about 6:30 p.m. The property east of the church had to be 

destroyed because the woodwork was considered extremely flammable due to the intense heat from the fire.  

The Utica Morning Herald showered glowing comments on the citizens and firemen of Clinton. They were extremely 

grateful for the “laddies” who brought iced tea, lemonade, milk, water, bread, coffee, crackers, sandwiches etc. Quoting 

from the article, “There was nothing too good for the Utica fire “laddies” from the time they reached Clinton until their 

departure.” The Clinton Fire Department saw to it that the Utica firemen had supper at the Clinton House on West Park 

Row and also helped them reload their steamer and two hose carriages on the 

train sending the boys off with hearty cheers about 8 p.m. 

All that was left were three shaky walls. Some of the stone was used to 

rebuild the foundation of the present Stone Church. But perhaps more 

important to remember on that hot summer’s day July 10, 1876 was the 

spirit of cooperation between the community of Clinton and the Utica 

firemen. Arising from that spirit was the church’s resolve to rebuild. 
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DON’T FORGET THE DEACONS! 

Please keep the Deacons in mind on the first Sunday of each month. All of the loose money collected on 

those Sundays will go to support the ministry of the Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons - Jim Gavett, Judy LaGasse, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara Greene & Trish Harris. 

                            P age  5   The Corner Stone 

                            SESSION HIGHLIGHTS FROM JUNE 3, 2019 

The Session approved the wedding for Tim Slothower and Phebe Lamont who will be married August 23, 2019 at Stone 

Church by a pastor friend. They attend a Bible Baptist Church in Syracuse and because the family is from Waterville, 

they wished to be married locally. 

During worship service on May 26, 2019 Pat Joseph and Grace Whittemore were installed as Ruling Elders and Trish 

harries was ordained and installed as a Deacon. 

In memory of Donna Robinson’s passing, a note was received from her sister-in-law Linda  Robinson Sokolowski 

saying, “Please accept this modest donation in memory of a wonderful mother and woman who will be greatly missed 

by her four children and the rest of us: Donna Mae Robinson”  

In memory of Fred Kaiser a card was received from his family with “Thank You” cash ($200) and a ($500) check 

included.  John Stiefvater reported from the property committee that installing new switches for up and down on the 

elevator is being considered.  As for the new water softener, the pipes and electrical are in but not hooked up just yet.  

Summer worship runs from Sundays starting June 23 and continue through to Labor Day weekend with worship 

beginning at 9:30 a.m. Rob Kolb will preach the first three Sundays in July. St. James’s Choir will provide the music 

for the Labor Day ecumenical service held  “On the Green” 

DEACONS CORNER 

For reasons unknown to me, my dog got up early today. Though her vocabulary is limited, she made it perfectly 

clear that we would be taking our morning walk earlier than usual. And that is how we came to be standing on the 
lakeshore, watching the sun rising; the sky painted with brilliant shades of pink and purple. This beautiful scene 

was accompanied by a lively chorus of birds and by waves lapping the shore. I was reminded of one of my favorite 

hymns. 

"This is my Father's world 
and to my listening ears 

All nature sings, and round me rings 

the music of the spheres. 
This is my Father's world: 

I rest me in the thought 

of rocks and trees, of skies and seas; 

his hand the wonders wrought." 

Lord, Thank you for the beauty and wonders of your world. Open our eyes that we may see it and give us the 

wisdom to cherish and protect it. 



 

 The Corner Stone                             P age  6  

ANNUAL PIE SALE 

 

 

 

.We would like to express a HUGE thank you to EVERYONE who helped out in ANY way for our Annual 

Spring Pie Sale on June 8th.  We made $1378 and had a great time doing it! The weather cooperated and we 

had lots of participation. We’re now looking forward to our Harvest Pie Sale in the fall. 

Women’s Association 

 

                            CONCERT BY TAPESTRY 
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                      FLOWERS                                                                                         

                                     By Pearlyn 

They have no mouth, but  seem to speak 

A thousand words so mild and meek. 

They have no eyes, but seem to see 

And bury thoughts into me. 

They have no ears, but seem to hear 

All my cries, my every tear. 

They have no arms, but seem to pat 

When with worries my heart is fat. 

They have no feet, but seem to walk 

Along with me in my dreams and talk. 

They, I know, are the flowers so nice 

That spread their fragrance a million miles. 

Grow a few and then you’ll know 

How your life if fresh and new. 

With a smile so broad, I thank my God, 

Also…a BIG thank you to Midge for all the flowers she plants and maintains around the Church 

both inside and outside!!!! Everyone should take a moment and look at the beautiful flowers that 

always brighten our days.  You can hardly ever drive by the Church that you don’t see Midge 

working around the Church grounds and doing her magic!!!!  This is just one of the many “hats” that 

Midge wears!!!!!  Thanks!!!!! 

 BRUNCH AFTER CHURCH on Sunday, 

July 7th.  Please plan to stay after church for a 

delicious brunch.  We will have quiche, fruit, coffee 

cake and lots of fellowship time 

                          PENTECOST 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you! Thank you, Donna Goodfriend for all the 

preparations and decoration you did in the sanctuary. 
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REMEMBER IN PRAYER 

 

Christine Tuttle 

Family of Donna Robinson 

Sue Raitt 

Dorothy Alberico 

Connie Phillips 

Sue Riggles 

Anna Gogel 

David Harris 

Tanya Hamshar & Family 

Tiffany Heintz   

Carolyn Barnum 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY 

July 
7-9  David & Jennifer Goodfriend 

7-9  Ben & Leanne  Hirshfield 

7-15-89 Tom & Ewa Lawrence 

August 

8-27-65 John & Mary Ann Stiefvater 

                            JULY                               

4    -     Michele Christeler 

6 - Steven Zuchowski Sr. 

11 - Sherry Robinson 

19 - James Zuchowski 

  Matthew Zuchowski 

20 - Jeffrey Kolb 

  Steven Zuchowski Jr. 

  Jessie Coe 

26 - Trisha Harris 

28 - Elizabeth Smith 

29 - Hans Peter Christeler, Jr. 

               JULY/AUG BIRTHDAYS 

                  AUGUST 
 

1 - Kristen Goodfriend 

5 - Lauralyn Kolb 

  Heather Bagnall 

7 - Trudi Christeler 

9 - Jonathan LaFont 

11 - Susan Forbes 

13 - Clayton Whittemore   

  David Blanks 

15 - Maeve Kloidt-Gilligan 

  Tess Kloidt-Gilligan 

16 - David Forbes 

19 - Lora Schilder 

21 - Germaine Gogel 

22 - Rob Kolb 

  Debbie Zuchowski 

25 - Richard Raitt 

  John Menard 

  Caitlyn Copfer 

26 - Joe Pavlot 

 - Ken Coe 

27 - Pam Blanks 

29 - Sarah Machold 

   

                 HAPPY BIRTHDAY,  

                TRUDI CHRISTLER! 

Trudi will be 95 on August 7th!  If you wish to send her 
a card (which she would love),  her address is: 

                99 Brookside Dr. Apt. 135 

                Clinton, NY 13323 
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2018 are now being readily accepted!!! Our per capita 
charge this year is $41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for each member on 
the membership roll. The per capita is the cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, Synod and General Assembly. Please 
consider sending your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. Box 33, Clinton, NY 
13323) or enclosing it in with your pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

 

 

 

 

 

In Remembrance of Fred Alexander Kaiser—1928 - 2019 

After a period of declining health, Fred died March 9, 2019 with his loving daughters 

Debra and Kady by his side at the Sitrin Home Utica, NY at the age of 90. Fred was born in NJ 

where his Dad taught him woodworking and at age eleven built a beautiful scroll-worked 

bookcase. Fred earned a degree in mechanical engineering from the Stevens Institute of 

Technology. He married his wife Audrey after meeting on a blind date shortly after he was 

drafted into the army ten months later. He was employed by the Bendix Corp. in New Jersey and 

later transferred to the Utica Fluid Division as managing engineer for thirty years. 

     Over the years he became a master cabinet maker, created and built sets for the Utica 

Opera Guild, and made a model of the “Old White Meeting House”, the quarter 

arcs to shape the cross into a Celtic Cross, flower stands, etc. for Stone 

Presbyterian Church with such skill—they were amazing. He also delighted his 

family and friends with his fun puns much to their enjoyment. 

 Fred was predeceased by his wife Audrey whom he 

loved dearly and his cherished grandson AJ.  Fred’s final 

request to those who attended his memorial service was 

“Please share a kindness with a friend, a neighbor or a stranger 

in my memory.”   

                               

  The office will be closed on 
Wednesdays  starting July 17th 
through the month of August.  

We will resume regular hours on 
September 4th. 

                                              

Our email address is now 

stonepres@stonepres.org.  

mailto:stonepres@stonepres.org
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STONE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

WILL BE 228 YEARS OLD ON 

            AUGUST 29, 2019 

     HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 

       STONE CHURCH 
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Want to see what else is on the calendar?   You don’t 

have to call the office.  Go to our home web page - 

stonepres.org, and click on the “Calendar” tab at the 

top or on the calendar icon: 

 

 

 

FAIR TRADE SHOPPE 

Our Fair Trade chocolate bars are rich in flavor with a smooth, creamy texture that melts in your mouth, made 

from cocoa and sugar sourced directly from small-scale farmer co-oops in Latin America. We have dark 

chocolate almond and sea salt (55% cocoa), dark chocolate orange (65% cocoa), and dark chocolate total 

eclipse (92% cocoa), along with several other flavors.  These and many, many wonderful handmade items from 

38 different countries are available at our Fair Trade Shop, Stone Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, 

Clinton.  We have a large selection of baskets, exquisite jewelry, collectibles, wood items, food items, clothing 

and toys.  Purchasing fair trade ensures artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 

providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized people. Our hours are 10am to 6:30pm 

every Thursday, 10am to 4pm second Saturdays, and 10am to 4pm every Thursday at the Farmer’s 

Market on the Village Green in Clinton. From more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 

lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at www.stonepres.org or like us on Facebook at 

www.facebook.com/stonepres. 

HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST 

This month’s wish list includes the following: BREAKFAST CEREAL, COFFEE, SUGAR, DICED 

TOMATOES, CRUSHED TOMATOES.  Any donation that you designate for food or personal needs will 

greatly be appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 

COUNTRY PANTRY  
The Country Pantry is preparing for the traditional summer kids packs give away during June, July and 
August. With summer vacation, the children qualifying for school meals need extra kid preferred food items. 

Each month the pantry serves around 200 - 250 children. If the pantry had to buy these items it would cost 

around $3000.00 per month. Therefore, the community is asked to help provide the following items: 

GRANOLA BARS, CEREAL, FRUIT CUPS, PUDDING CUPS, CANNED SOUP, RAMEN 

NOODLES, COLORING BOOKS, STORY BOOKS AND CRAYONS. 

The items may be dropped off at church or directly to the pantry.  



 

Please note… 

The deadline for  the issue of the Septem-
ber newsletter is Tuesday August 20, 2019 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 with 
any questions. 

The Corner Stone 

Stone Presbyterian Church 

P.O. Box 33 (8 S. Park Row) 

Clinton, NY 13323 
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Scott Leonard, Commissioned Lay Pastor  

Cell: 315-723-7420 

Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

  

Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

 Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb              Sexton: Jesse Miller  

 Office Manager: Janice LeFrois             Clerk of Session: Sherry Robinson 

 Treasurer: Christine Menard               Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos  

 Office: 315-853-2933                                       email: stonepres@stonepres.org  

 www.stonepres.org                                                   www.facebook.com/stonepres 

 

                                             Sunday Worship:  9:30 a.m. June 30th - August 25th 

                                        Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. Monday-Friday 

 

Newsletter team  

Many thanks to Midge Bakos, Ceil Gilbert, 

Mary Chamberlain and Linda Rance who have 

collated, folded, taped and labeled this issue of 

The Corner Stone just for you!  

To  see a color version of this newsletter in pdf format, visit stonepres.org. 

  


