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November 3, 2019 – All Saints Day – The Lord’s Supper 

Habakkuk 1:1–4, 2:1–4   There is a vision for the end. 

Psalm 32   The Lord forgives those who confess. 

Ephesians 1:11-23   The immeasurable greatness of our inheritance.  

Luke 19:1–10   Story of Zacchaeus 

Sermon: ―O‘er the Ramparts We Watch‖ – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
 

 

November 10, 2019 – 22nd Sunday after Pentecost  

Haggai 1:15b—2:9   The future of the temple will be glorious. 

Psalm 98   Sing to the Lord a New Song  

2 Thessalonians 2:1–5, 13–17   You were chosen by God; stand fast 

Luke 20:27–38  The Sadducees are asking the wrong question.  

Sermon: ―I Have a ‗Question‖  – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching  

 

 

November 17, 2017 – 23rd Sunday after Pentecost  

Isaiah 6:1-8   Here I am Lord  

Isaiah 12   God is our salvation  

2 Thessalonians 3:6–13   Do not be weary in doing what is right. 

Luke 6:20-31   Blessings, curses and the love of enemies.  

The Rev. Helen Tracy preaching 

 

November 24, 2019 – Reign of Christ / Christ the King 

– The Lord’s Supper  

Jeremiah 23:1–6   God will raise up a righteous branch from David 

Luke 1:68–79   The Song of Zechariah 

Colossians 1:11–20   God reconciled all things through the cross of 

Christ.  

Luke 23:33–43   A crucified criminal asks Jesus to remember him. 

Sermon: ―Reconciliation‖ – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
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      Stone Church ~ The Church on the GreenStone Church ~ The Church on the Green  

The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of 

Christ, engaging in worship that inspires and challenges us to learn and 

grow as we reach out in caring and service, trusting in the love of God.  
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Remember and Renew 

―November the last month of autumn. But the beginning of a new adventure; time to 

take risk and do the unexpected.‖ – Unknown 

 
 
November is the last month of fall (meteorologically; astronomically the season goes 
until the winter solstice on December 21, but not far be it from me to be pedantic). 
November is also the last month of our liturgical calendar.   
 
It begins on November 1 with All Hallow‘s Day (logically following All Hallow‘s Eve, i.e., Hallow‘een) or better 
known as All Saints Day.  Originally it was time to remember all those canonized by the church as saints.  
Later, November 2 became All Souls Day or, more descriptively, the Commemoration of All the Faithful 
Departed.  In our Protestant practice we remember all those who have died as ―saints‖ in the New Testament 
understanding of who are now part of the ―great cloud of witnesses‖ and in practice we celebrate this on the 
first Sunday in November (which also is when we ―fall back‖ to Standard Time). 
 
The liturgical year closes out in November with Christ the King (or the less patriarchal and perhaps more 
descriptive ―Reign of Christ‖) Sunday, which this year falls on the last Sunday of the month, so the month and 
the liturgical year close out together.   
 
In between we have the secular holidays of Veterans Day (November 11), Thanksgiving (November 28), and 
(half tongue-in-cheek) Clinton‘s Shoppers Stroll and Black Friday (November 29). 
 
November can seem like a gray month.  It is a foreshadowing of the winter to come with cold, blustery, and 
even snowy days.  The days get shorter and end sooner with no more Saving Time of Daylight.  The season of 
Secular Christmas bursts at the seams as it impatiently spills into the month hardly waiting for Thanksgiving 
Day even to pass.  And yet… 
 
We can use the month to remember and renew.  On All Saints Day we remember those who have gone before 
us, naturally with some nostalgia, but also to renew ourselves to carry on their legacies, to not drop the baton 
from one generation to another as we live and show the love of God to others and to make the world a better 
place for all.   
 
On Veterans Day we remember those have served to defend our country and renew ourselves to bring peace 
into the world in our words and actions, so that their sacrifice and those of their fallen comrades shall not have 
been in vain and that all people may have freedom of speech, freedom of worship, freedom from want, and 
freedom from fear.  
 
On Thanksgiving Day, the most ecumenical of holidays, we remember all for which we have to be thankful, our 
family, our lives, and the all the blessings we have, and so we renew ourselves to have an attitude of gratitude, 
to be humbly grateful for all that we have and to seek to help others, so they too may have reason to be grateful 
and to have joy in their lives. 
 
And for us as followers of Christ, and on the close of the liturgical year, we remember, despite what‘s going on 
in the world, it is Christ who is lord over all creation and we renew ourselves to rise to challenges of, and to 
boldly take risks in, our faith, filled with the Spirit and with the confidence assurance in our hearts of Christ 
who reigns now and forever. 

 

Shalom, 
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Midge Bakos 

 

Historical Period Revisited—A Glimpse into Stone Church’s Past 

The Establishment of ―The Society of Clinton‖  

 
Once the Congregational Church was founded by Dr. Jonathan Edwards August 29, 1791, 83 men of 

the community met to establish ―The Society of Clinton‖.  Their first formal meeting was September 1, 1791. 
Their goals of the growing community since the arrival of the of the first families in March 1787 were created 
by a sense of commitment to their Supreme Being and that their prosperity as individuals and the happenings 
of Society in general depended on adhering and abiding to 8 article rules of engagement to establish religious 
order and regularity. They are rather lengthy to write here. Basically, they set up times to meet, and 
eventually take up issues of where and how a new meeting house was to be built, and select and determine the 
salary of the new minister. But their first order of business was to elect 6 trustees. 

 
They officially established their Society of Clinton after electing the following men for the Board of 

trustees: Moses Foote, Ebenezer Butler, Eli Bristol, Samuel Tuttle, Hannaniah Ellenwood, and Ebenezer 
Seelye.  The document was signed and sealed at Clinton in the Town of Whitestown (later reformed as Town 
of Kirkland in 1827) by Ebenezer Butler, Stephen Willard, Erastus Clark and Sewall Hopkins on September 
26th, 1791. 

 
Beginning with the original settlers of 1787 and as new people moved into the community many were 

of the Congregational faith. By 1818 when the Clinton Methodists arrived, they started to meet in homes and 
in1842 built the Clinton Methodist Church on East Park Row. A Universalist Church started at 8 Utica St 
in1831 and a Baptist Church was built at 1 Fountain St. in 1832.  St. Mary’s Catholic Church organized in 
1851 and St. James Episcopal Church was dedicated at 9 Williams St. in 1865. 

 
By 1792 a log cabin was built for their first ―meeting house‖ torn down four years later to build the 

―Old White Meeting House‖ on the same spot though not completed until1801.  They worshiped there when 
it became enclosed.  By September 18, 1793 Rev. Norton had been installed and the Board of Trustees had 
settled his salary at $333.33 which he received for twenty years and increased to $600 a year during his 
remaining tenure. 

 
Again as in the previous newsletter article where I referred to the Society’s dealing with the Old 

Burying Ground, I turn again to the Official Book for Minutes of Congregational Meetings of the Society 
from 1791 – 1916 on page 14: 

 
At a legal society meeting held at the School house on the l2th day of April 1796. 

 
Voted: that Mr. Curtiss, Aaron Kellogg, and Capt. Pond superintend the building of a Meeting 
House 

   
                           Voted: that the trustees should go and build a Meeting House at their discretion  
  
                           Voted: that there should be a committee to inspect the timber 

 
As you can see by these selected entries that the newly formed Society of Clinton became very much 

involved in the day to day operations not only when the church was Congregational but also for a few years 
more once the church became Presbyterian in 1864. There are four books in our church archives that relate to 
the activities of the Society of Clinton. 
 



 

 The Corner Stone                             Page  4  

                                                                                                          

Together the difficult is easy – Your Neighbors Meals  

 Your Neighbors, an affiliate of the Lutheran Home of Central NY, is comprised of 
community volunteers dedicated to serving the frail, elderly and those with limited 
independence in the greater Utica area. Your Neighbors volunteers offer companionship, 
transportation, friendly assistance, healthy home-cooked meals and other services to their 

clients.  We, the members and friends of Stone Church, have chosen to help Your Neighbors by providing a 
quantity of nourishing, tasty, home-cooked meals for distribution to their clients.  
 
I have been touched by the tremendous response I have received to my appeals for financial contributions and 
home-cooked food.  We had a lovely variety of meals and a generous quantity of vegetables, fruit and cookies to 
compliment these meals.  The pride we all take in providing the best we can manage, to me is a pure 
demonstration of the genuine concern we have for those in need.  
 

A BIG thank you goes out to all those who 
participated on Saturday, Oct. 27th in the packaging of 
205 meals and over 210 packages of cookies!  It was 
great fun! 
 

ALL SAINTS’/ALL SOULS’ DAY: 

On Sunday, November 3rd, we will celebrate All Saints’/ All Souls’ Day with a candle-lighting ceremony for 
those who have gone before us. We would like to encourage people to bring photos of those they wish to honor 
in memoriam. If you cannot attend, please feel free to e-mail Pastor Scott Leonard (srleonard@roadrunner.com) 
with names and even pictures of those you would like us to remember as a community of faith.  

 

                                       

                                          

                                         

                                           

                                     Their faithful lives continue to inspire us.  

Fred Kaiser Donna Robinson Doris Locke Claire Burns 



 

 DON’T FORGET THE DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the first Sunday of each month. All of the loose money collected on 

those Sundays will go to support the ministry of the Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons - Jim Gavett, Judy LaGasse, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara Greene & Trish Harris. 
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DEACONS CORNER 

During the month of November, I try to reflect on the things that I am most grateful for.  Thanksgiving is 

a time to give, a time to love, and a time to consider all the wonderful gifts that matter most in life.  Let's 

raise our eyes to heaven and count our blessings.  Let's thank God for all that has been provided to 

us.  Happy Thanksgiving! 

 

With blessings, 

Barb Greene 

                                   OCTOBER 14TH SESSION HIGHLIGHTS 

Judy LaGasse will continue to work on setting up plans for Clinton Manor and the session will help her in 

implementing these plans and/or activities as they develop. 

New :No Parking‖ cones have been purchased for the front entrance of the church. 

The Fair Trade Shoppe has a new look!  The crew arranged the table displays according to the country the gifts are 

from—looks very inviting and they are getting ready for Shopper’s Stroll and the Christmas season. A variety of 

new items have arrived that make wonderful gifts. Stop by and check them out!  See some samples below. 

 

 

GAME NIGHT: 

A small group of members have started a Game Night that meets about weekly to play games.  Bring friends 
also, it doesn’t need to be limited to members of the church, just people who like the fellowship over a game.  
So far we have played Hand &  Foot, as well as Pegs & Jokers.  If you would just like to watch and kibbitz that 
is fine too. 

We meet most Thursday at 6:30 p.m. in the Norton Room.  We are usually done by 8:30 p.m. 

The only rule is to have a good time.  Singles & couples are definitely welcome!  See me if 

you have any questions or just show up. Thanks, 

 

Pat Joseph 
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COUNTRY PANTRY  
 
The Country Pantry is collecting food items for the holidays; canned yams, cranberry sauce, 

stuffing, applesauce, raisins, dessert mixes & fleece throw blankets, as well as tuna and peanut 

butter. 

For a gift this year, the pantry will give each family dishtowels and potholders. Donations are 

needed for this project. The pantry is not allowed to distribute used towels. 

We will be collecting these items thru December 8th in order to make distribution day. 

HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST 

This month’s wish list includes the following: BREAKFAST CEREAL, COFFEE, SUGAR, HOT 

CHOCOLATE, BUTTER OR MARGARINE, DEODORANT, SHAMPOO, CONDITIONER, NAPKINS, 

TOILET PAPER.  Any donation that you designate for food or personal needs will greatly be appreciated. Any 

questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

                            FAIR TRADE SHOPPE 

Now is the time for gift shopping that will do a world of good!  Our Rainbow Basket 

from Bangladesh, Blue Meadow serving bowl from Vietnam, and Oval tray from Peru 

are just a few of the unique handmade gift items from 38 different countries you can 

find at our Fair Trade Shop, Stone Presbyterian Church,  8 So. Park Row, Clinton.  We 

have a large selection of baskets, exquisite jewelry, collectibles, wood items, food items, clothing, toys 

and much, much more. Purchasing fair trade ensures artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 

providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized people.  Our hours are 10am to 

6:30pm every Thursday, 10am to 4pm second Saturdays, 10am to 6:30pm on Friday, November 29th during 

the Shoppers Stroll and 10am to 4pm every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas.  For more 

information, contact Lauralyn  Kolb, lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at 

www.stonepres.org or like us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/stonepres. 

    

 

                                  

 

November 24, 2019 

Wow!!!  It is hard to believe that Christmas is just around the corner….and ―Christmas At The Corner‖ will be the day after 
Thanksgiving. That means we need lots of hands to get ready for all the festivities.  As is our Church custom, we decorate 
the Sanctuary the Sunday before Thanksgiving……which is called The Hanging Of The Greens. It is always a fun time and 
it gets us all in the spirit of the Season. This year we will be decorating Sunday, November 24th. 
    
There will be a light lunch after Church on the 24th for all of you who plan to stay and help with the decorating….which I 
hope will be most of you. Even if you can’t stay long please join us for lunch.  Remember…many hands make light work!! 
Our Sanctuary and Narthex always look so beautiful during Christmas.  
 
There will be a sign-up sheet at Church so we will know about how many to expect. Thanks to all of you for all you do!!! 

Hanging of 

the Greens 
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                         BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS  

The rain held off for another wonderful Blessing of the Animals on Sunday 
afternoon, Oct. 6th.  Thanks to all who helped to organize this service. And, of 
course, thanks to all who brought their animal companions to be blessed! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

              ANNUAL PIE SALE 

We would like to thank EVERYONE who helped out 

in ANY way for our Harvest Pie Sale on September 

28th, 2019.  A big thank you to those who didn‘t 

bake, but made a monetary donation.  Also, a huge 

thank you to Donna Goodfriend for her unending 

donation of time and supplies. It was a great 

success! We sold out of pies before our scheduled 

closing and made a profit of $1,059. These funds 

will help us tremendously this year in our year-end 

donations to various local 

missions.  

Women‘s Association of 

Stone Church 

 

A SPECIAL THANK YOU goes out 

to Hal and Linda for the beautiful tri-colored 
mum and pumpkins which enhances the beauty 
to our fall season.  Also, we can always count on 
them when we enter the church to see how 
beautifully decorated it is from the front steps to 
the Norton Room.   

Hal & Linda have done these seasonal 
decorations for many years and we thank you for 
sharing your talents with us.  It 
is greatly appreciated. 
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REMEMBER IN PRAYER 

Andrew Bering 

Elaine Heekin 

Grace Whittemore 

Daniel Kolb 

The Kolb Family 

Lauralyn Kolb 

Tiffany Heintz 

Christine Tuttle 

Dorothy Alberico 

Connie Phillips 

Sue Riggles 

Anna Gogel 

David Harris 

Debra LaFont 

4 - Tom Copfer 

  Linell Machold 

9 - Betzy Joseph 

11 - Laura Stiefvater 

12 - Olivia Rogers 

14 - Kristen St. Hilaire-D‘Antonio 

16 - Shannon LaFont 

18 - Scott McDonough 

19 - Sarah Menard 

22 - Judy LaGasse 

23 - Jeff Machold 

               NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

                                                               CHRISTMAS POINSETTIA'S 

Poinsettias are available this year for those who wish to remember a loved one.  Red, white, or pink colors 
are available for $11.00 

Please fill out the form below and put in the collection plate or send to the church with a check made  

out to the church.  The plants can be picked up after the Christmas Eve service.  The order deadline   

is December 2nd.  Questions?  Call Mary Chamberlain (315)  853-5077 or Janice LeFrois  (315) 853-2933                 

   

Name of donor (s)  

 ____________________________________________________________________ 

 Given in memory of     

_____________________________________________________________________                 

           or 

Given in honor of 

 ____________________________________________________________________ 

Choice of color              _____________________________ 

Amount enclosed _____________________________ 

Deacons to take       NO ________                   YES ________ 
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2019 are now being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this 
year is $41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for each member on the membership roll. 
The per capita is the cost of our representative democracy as a church and supports the meetings and 
operations of the Presbytery, Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending your per capita either 
directly to the church office (P.O. Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

 

 

 

 

CHRISTMAS AT THE CORNER  - FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 29TH 

 

Would you believe that just around the corner is our Christmas at the Corner?  

One of the highlights this year - as usual - is our famous 7 C's Café led by chefs Pat and Buzz Joseph and 

Sherry Robinson. 

Christmas Bake Shop - as usual we plan to have an assortment of baked goods such as bread, cookies and 

candy treats.  As customary, it will be held again in the dining room and hope everyone donates some 

goodies. 

Our great Fair Trade Shoppe will be open all day with items from around the world. 

Shift workers -  especially in the Café and the Fair Trade Shoppe - are needed. 

Also monetary donations are needed for the food for the Café.  If you wish to donate any of the ingredients 

for the chili, contact Sherry Robinson at 841-8102 or Buzz and Pat Joseph at 853-8624. 

We all have lots of fun together and look forward to this event every year.  If you can volunteer or if you have 

children or grandchildren who would like to help, see Pat, Buzz or Sherry. 

 

At 3:00 p.m. − Carol sing-a-long with Rob Kolb 

At 4:30 p.m. − St. Mary's Church Choir Concert 

Let's make it a fun and successful event!  

Questions? Call Bev Miller, 853-2548. 
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Thanks to those who helped on Saturday, September 28th who packaged 47,500 

meals for Rise Against Hunger! A true community event, spearheaded by the 

Clinton United Methodist Church, but supported by the other area churches and 

community groups, including the $15,000 raised earlier this year to buy the dry 

goods for the meals.  

And kudos/sympathies to my teams on both shifts for packing 6,684 ourselves (but who’s counting?). 

 



 

   

 

―…Fan into flame the gifts of God,‖ our 2019 Stewardship activity, has not concluded.   

 

In reality, the call to use our God-given bounty to improve our world is ongoing and 

will continue.  We especially need to remind ourselves that our limited human sense 

of time is far different from God’s sense of time. We need to be mindful that God 

continuously expects us to remember “For God did not give us a spirit of timidity 

but a spirit of power, and love and self-discipline.‖  Submitting our ―Estimate of 

Giving‖ card is simply a part of stewardship.  Our joyful giving to Stone Church and 

our working towards a better world are ongoing demonstrations of our willingness to 

do share the abundance God has provided 

Presently, we have received pledges from 21 households for a total of $59,556.  

These funds represent the funds we have to maintain our building, to pay our staff, and most importantly, to 

―Fan into flame the gifts of God.‖  

If you have not yet submitted your 2019 ―Estimate of Giving‖ card, or if you have thought of additional ways 

you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please do so. Estimate of Giving sheets 

are on the table as you enter church, in your pews, or available in the church office.  

If you have questions, please see Mary Ann Stiefvater or Scott Leonard.  
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DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME ENDS  
It’s time to fall  back.  Don’t forget to set you clocks 

back one hour on Sunday, November  3rd at 2:00 a.m.  

Want to see what else is on the 

calendar?   You don’t have to call the 

office.  Go to our home web page - 

stonepres.org, and click on the 

―Calendar‖ tab at the top or on the 

Please give a warm welcome to the 

church’s newest members!  We think 

they’ll be very happy here. 

 

Thanks again to the Menard’s for the 
annual decorated Halloween pumpkins.  
We always look forward to see what they 
have carved each year! 



 

Please note… 

The deadline for  the issue of the Decem-
ber newsletter is Friday November 15th, 
2019 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 with 
any questions. 

The Corner Stone 

Stone Presbyterian Church 

P.O. Box 33 (8 S. Park Row) 

Clinton, NY 13323 
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                   Sunday Worship:  10:30 a.m.; Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. Monday-Friday 

 

Newsletter team  

Many thanks to Midge Bakos, Bev Miller, Ceil 

Gilbert and Emily Hughes who have collated, 

folded, taped and labeled this issue of The Cor-

ner Stone just for you!  

To  see a color version of this newsletter in pdf format, visit stonepres.org. 

  


