
 

                                                                                                         

WORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBER  

  
December 1, 2019 – First  Sunday of Advent – HOPE – The Lord’s Supper 

Isaiah 2:1–5   The word of the Lord will go out from Zion  

 Told by Anne Dunn 

Psalm 122   A song for ascending to the temple  

Romans 13:11–14   Put on the Lord Jesus Christ  

Matthew 24:36–44   The necessity for watchfulness 

Sermon: ―Anticipate‖– Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 

 
December 8, 2019 – Second Sunday of Advent – PEACE 

Isaiah 11:1–10   A vision of the peaceable kingdom  

                                      Told by Elizabeth Smith 

Psalm 72:1–7, 18–19   A prayer for the guidance and support of the king 

Romans 15:4–13   The gospel is for Jews and Gentiles alike 

Matthew 3:1–12   John the Baptist announces the coming of the Messiah  

                                             Told by Anne Dunn 

Sermon: ―As the World Turns‖ – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
 

December 15, 2019 – Third Sunday of Advent – JOY  

Isaiah 35:1–10   A vision of the return to Zion 

Psalm 146:5–10 The Lord loves the righteous  

James 5:7–10   Be patient as you await the coming of the Lord  

Matthew 11:2–11   John the Baptist wonders if Jesus is the coming one 

Sermon: ―Come Now‖ – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
 
December 22, 2019 – Fourth Sunday of Advent – LOVE  

Isaiah 7:10–16   A young woman will bear a son named Immanuel  

Psalm 80:1–7, 17–19   A prayer for the restoration of God’s people  

Romans 1:1–7   Paul is a servant of Jesus, son of David and son of God 

Matthew 1:18–25   The birth of Jesus Christ  

                                          Told by Donna Goodfriend 

Larry Beasley, ALP preaching 
 
Tuesday, December 24, 2019, 7:00 p.m. – Christmas Eve – The Lord’s Supper 

The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 

celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. Invite a 

friend to join us for the wonder of this worship. 

 

Sunday, December 29, 2019 – First Sunday after Christ : We worship with lessons and carols 

and an intimate experience of the Lord’s Supper to celebrate the birth of 

the Savior of the world. 

    DEC 2019DEC 2019  

      SSttoonne e CChhuurrcch h ~~  TThhe e CChhuurrcch h oon n tthhe e GGrreeeenn  

The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of 

Christ, engaging in worship that inspires and challenges us to learn and 

grow as we reach out in caring and service, trusting in the love of God.  

TThhee  CCoorrnneerr  SSttoonnee  



 

 The Corner Stone Page 2 

   

A Night to Remember 

Sometimes you are just in the right place at the right time.  It was just a little thing, but it made 
an impression that has stayed with me all these years.  I was maybe 14 years old. I was riding in 
a car on the way, I think, to a Boy Scout campout on a Friday evening in December.  The radio 
was on and was tuned to a station that was telling a story.  The story was about a man on 
Christmas Eve Eve (December 23) with a problem. 
 
The year was 1818 in Oberndorf, a village near Saltzburg, Austria.   Because of some flooding, 
the organ at St. Nicholas church wasn’t working and couldn’t be repaired before Christmas.  
After attending a Christmas drama that had to be performed in a private home because the church organ was broken, the 
assistant pastor took the long way home from his house contemplating things.   
 
The pastor was born an illegitimate son of an unmarried embroiderer and mercenary soldier who left prior to the pastor’s 
birth.  Because of his station only the village executioner would perform the baptism—and he sent his housekeeper to do 
it. Thanks to a vicar and music leader he received an education.  Still because of his illegitimate birth a special 
dispensation was needed for him to enter seminary and become a priest himself. 
 
Now years later as he was looking from a hilltop on the peaceful, snow-covered village, he was reminded of a poem he 
had written a couple of years before and thought it could make a good carol.  But he didn’t have any music.  So the next 
day, on Christmas Eve, he visited the church organist who agreed to write some music, but he only had a few hours to 
come up with a melody—which he did.  That evening the pastor sang tenor and played the guitar, the organist sang bass, 
and the congregation sang the chorus. Because the guitar was not an "approved" church instrument, though, they had to 
perform the song after Mass. 
 
The carol might have ended there if not for the organ tuner who came a couple of weeks later, heard the song and 
returned with the sheet music to his town who had a long tradition of choirs that toured German towns and so the carol 
spread coming eventually to the U.S.  In 1859 an Episcopal priest at Trinity Church in New York City wrote and 
published the English translation that is still largely used today.   
 
And that is how the illegitimately born small parish priest, Joseph Mohr, responding to the ill-timed breaking down of the 
church organ due to a flood, worked on Christmas Eve with the church organist, Franz Gruber. They performed that very 
night using a secular instrument after the religious service, what was to become the most popular carol of all time, ―Stille 
Nacht‖ or as we know it in English, ―Silent Night.‖ 
 
Now I didn’t remember all these specific details from listening once to the story over four decades ago, thanks to the 
Internet, but I did remember the essence of it and the awe I felt in hearing the miraculous confluence of events that had to 
occur for this to happen and for us to have that experience even today. 
 
Many of you probably know the story and knew from the second paragraph exactly where I was headed.  And that’s OK 
because, just as children love to hear the same story over and over (―Again!, Again!‖). Even as adults we are still children 
of God.  And on December 24, we will tell the same story as they have told for almost 2,000 years because the story 
never gets old.  Indeed, we tell it to renew and remind ourselves that in in this jaded, factional and unfair world that we 
still have God if only we let the Spirit come into us and let the peace of Christ dwell in us, so we may love one another.   
 
Though of a different faith, my oldest granddaughter has excitedly been telling all her friends about coming back to 
Clinton to visit and our traditions, including coming to the Christmas Eve service, lighting the candles, all the people 
standing around the sanctuary and by candle light singing ―Silent Night.‖  And I invite all of you who are able to join her; 
you’ll be at the right place at the right time. 

 

Blessed and Merry Christmas, 
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Midge Bakos 

Historical Period Revisited—A Glimpse into Stone Church’s Past 

 

―And the angel said unto them, Fear not; for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be 

to all people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, which is Christ the Lord.‖…Luke 2: v. 

10-ll 

 These were the lines I recited as a 5th grader dressed in an angel costume and standing on a step ladder hidden 

by a prop on the stage during a pageant in 1943. The crew pulled the curtain shut so that I could climb down and the 

ladder could be whisked away. I remembered celebrating Christmas in the chapel in the 40s (now called the Norton 

Room after several changes over the years). Christmas was always a family oriented program centered on Sunday-

school children using pageantry to tell the Christmas story. Until the mid 1950’s there was a stage on the east end of the 

room complete with curtains sown by the women in the Service Club. Following the pageant, ―Santa Claus‖ would 

appear. In the days before the l940s little is known how Christmas was celebrated. 

We do know that in 1935, Howard Chaney at 17 years of age and a senior 

at Clinton Central School, painted a mural of Mary and the baby Jesus for 

the church apse as a project supervised by his art teacher, Natalie Hawley. 

The mural was to remain for the Christmas season only. Because the 

congregation admired it, the session agreed to let it remain for about ten 

years—the exact date for the removal is not known. This old photo shown 

here was taken by Natalie Hawley. After Howard Chaney completed his 

undergraduate and Master’s studies in art at Syracuse University and three 

more years of study at the Munson Williams Proctor Arts Institute in Utica 

he returned to his former alma mater Clinton Central where he taught art 

for over 34 years. He also served as an elder at Stone Church.  

During the ministries of the Rev. Graham Smith and the Rev. Howard 

Adams Candlelight Communion services were held at 11:15 P.M. using 

scriptural readings of the coming of the Christ Child and complemented by 

the adult choir with Florence Jones at the organ. 

In the sixties the congregation began to shift back to early evening services 

with occasional pageantry trying to make it more family oriented and 

utilizing the talent of children through readings of scripture, music from the 

junior choir, as well as from the adult choir. In 1967, I recall the service presenting a slide program using Sunday school 

children in full costume depicting the story of the Christ Child. Preparation for this included choosing outside sites for 

scenes showing Mary and Joseph’s entry into Bethlehem, shepherds caring for sheep, angels appearing and etc. For the 

manger scene, the volunteer photographers even took a picture of a foster baby Trudi Christeler and her now late 

husband Hans temporarily raised prior to adoption. A lot of 35 mm film, retakes and time went into this program. The 

slide program was complemented with the adult choir, narration and performed for an appreciative audience. 

   Later a bell choir was added when a set of bells was donated to the church by the Higginson’s. Various ways of 

presenting the coming of the Christ Child Story are presented each year. What became more meaningful and traditional 

under Rev. Gerald Platz was the lighting of small candles after worshipers formed a circle around the church toward the 

close of the service singing ―Silent Night‖. When Rev. Dennis Dewey came the scriptures at times were told instead of 

read. The sacrament of communion was added just before the lighting of the candles. When Rob and Lauralyn Kolb 

sang as a duet, ―O Holy Night‖ near the close of the service one Christmas Eve, their performance was so beautifully 

done that the Kolb’s performance is continued as a tradition each year.  

Participation in Christmas services at Stone Church helps affirm one’s faith and start the Christmas Season off 

on a joyous note connecting with relatives and old friends. 
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 THE PLEASURE OF ANTICIPATION – A QUIET JOY 

 

How often do you simply relax and carefully consider something pleasant, perhaps smiling or softly sighing with joy? The 

pace at which we live- always trying to do more and more in the 24 hours of each day- does not promote the slow build up 

to something special. We simply are moving too fast to quietly contemplate the future. As the days continue to seem 

shorter and the calendar moves towards December 25, the quintessential day of bustle, this pace is often overwhelming. 

Why is it so hard for us to seize the clear opportunity for thoughtful expectation that God has provided us with the season 

of Advent. 

 

Advent is a time of anticipation and preparation: it heralds the marvelous celebration of Christ’s birth and the Christmas 

season. God counsels us to not simply jump into Christmas, but to quietly get ready for its meaning in our lives by 

acknowledging the importance of preparation and reflection. Throughout the Advent season, we at Stone Church will be 

challenged to prepare, to reflect and to consider our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. As each 

candle in the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers seek to emphasize our relationship to REAL 

people and problems, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 

Our first Advent offering of Hope on December 1 is in support of Utica’s Hope House, a soup kitchen devoted to 

providing safe shelter and a hot meal to those in need. Hope House provides 2-3 meals a day, 7 days a week, averaging 

7500 meals a month. With less than 5% of funds coming from government sources, Hope House relies on the generosity of 

friends, neighbors, businesses, churches, foundations, service clubs, schools and civic organizations to operate.  

Our December 8 offering of Peace  will be directed to the Presbyterian Peacemaking Program in urgent response to 

the overwhelming culture of violence in our world. Our December 1 offering will be used to transform cultures of violence 

into communities of peace. This offering will help the Presbyterian Church USA to develop new approaches to active 

peacemaking, to equip God’s people to be compassionate and prophetic peacemakers and to connect communities of peace 

to learn from each other and to take action together for the transformation of the world.   

The Christmas Joy offering, our third offering on December 15, honors a promise to church workers and to 

Presbyterian racial ethnic leadership. Our offering will be used in these ways:  50% is used for the Assistance Program 

of the Board of Pensions. The Assistance program benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial 

needs ; 50% is used  to  help students and future church leaders and to support for Presbyterian related schools and 

colleges. 

Love , our December 22 offering will be made to support Presbyterian Disaster Assistance efforts. When natural or 

human-caused disasters impact communities this agency is poised to respond and work closely with congregations and 

local mission partners to bring Christ’s love and healing. From Flint Michigan to California to NY State to the Sudan, 

Presbyterian Disaster assistance has worked with local agencies and volunteers to meet the needs of the many impacted by 

catastrophic events. This Disaster assistance is ongoing in part because of the contributions that enable it to be prepared to 

offer assistance wherever and whenever events create need.   

In addition to these four Advent offerings, money received at the Christmas Eve service will be shared by Hope 

House and The Country Pantry.  

Please plan to use the weeks of Advent to reflect upon the faith and love associated with the upcoming Christmas season. 

Your gifts freely offered to these agencies will help all remember the glorious purpose of Christ’s birth. The quiet joy of 

Advent and Christmas is in the love and care we provide for all people. 

Thank you. 

Mary Ann Stiefvater 



 

DON’T FORGET THE DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the first Sunday of each month. All of the loose money 

collected on those Sundays will go to support the ministry of the Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons - Jim Gavett, Judy LaGasse, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda Rance, Mary 

Chamberlain, Barbara Greene & Trish Harris. 
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DEACONS CORNER 

     I always look forward to spending time with my grandchildren.  We don't live close enough to see each other 

daily, so a visit is always a treat.  In spite of my advantage in years and experience, they manage to teach their 

grandmother much.  

     Thanks to them, I have learned (or remembered) the joy of walking in puddles instead of finding a dry route.  I 

have shared the joy of finding pine cones, chestnuts and rocks, excitedly carrying them home to be treasured.  I 

have witnessed the proper way to eat chocolate pudding while savoring and perhaps wearing every bite.  And I have 

had lessons in singing with joy and gusto and now realize that carrying a time and/or knowing the words are 

optional. 

                                   NOVEMBER 11TH SESSION HIGHLIGHTS 

Following December 8th’s church service, a luncheon will be held with Pat Joseph giving a talk on Suicide 

prevention. 

The session agreed to be a part of the Rise Against Hunger community program again in 2020—a worthwhile 

initiative that has done very well in recent years. In September 2019, 40,000 meals were packed. 

The Session voted to hold the annual congregational meeting Sunday January 26, 2020. We will have by a financial 

review the Sunday before on January 19, 2020. 

The Fair Trade Shop has a well-stocked inventory ready for The Shopper’s Stroll and the Christmas Season. 

David Duncan talked about a new online link for donating money to the church that has good options called 

―Givelify‖ network It is user friendly which presently updates donations every 3 days and the website is working on 

being updated everyday. Dave has worked on this project for quite awhile and we will miss Dave when he and his 

wife soon move by the end of the month to Redhook, NY below Albany and not far from Poughkeepsie bringing 

them closer to both their families.  We wish them the best. 

Donna Goodfriend is representing Stone Church at the Presbytery Meeting November 19th in Cooperstown, NY. 

CHRISTMAS AT THE CORNER 

One of the highlights this year - as usual - is our famous 7 C’s Café led by local chefs, Pat and Buss Joseph and Sherry 

Robinson, featuring our renowned chili and clam chowder. 

Christmas Bake Shop – as usual, we plan to have an assortment of baked goods such as bread, cookies and candy treats.  

It will be held again in the dining room and hope everyone donates some goodies. 

Our great Fair Trade Shoppe will be open all day with items from around the world. 

Shift workers - especially in the Café and the Fair Trade Shoppe are needed.  Also, monetary donations are needed for 

the food for the Café.  If you wish to donate any of the ingredients for the chili, contact Sherry Robinson at (315) 841-

8102 or the Josephs at (315) 853-8624. 

Christmas at the Corner will be held on Friday, November 29th at Stone Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton 

from 10am to 7pm.  The Seven C’s Café, the Fair Trade Shop and the Bake Shop will be open all day. The following is 

the schedule for events: 
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COUNTRY PANTRY  
 
The Country Pantry is collecting food items for the holidays; canned yams, 

cranberry sauce, stuffing, applesauce, raisins, dessert mixes & fleece throw 

blankets, as well as tuna and peanut butter. 

For a gift this year, the pantry will give each family dishtowels and potholders. Donations are needed for this project. 

The pantry is not allowed to distribute used towels. 

We will be collecting these items thru December 8th in order to make distribution day. 

HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST 

This month’s wish list includes the following: BREAKFAST CEREAL, COFFEE, SUGAR, HOT 

CHOCOLATE, BUTTER OR MARGARINE, DEODORANT, SHAMPOO, CONDITIONER, NAPKINS, 

TOILET PAPER.  Any donation that you designate for food or personal needs will greatly be appreciated. Any 

questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

                        FAIR TRADE SHOPPE 

Vietnamese handcrafts sales fund various community development activities, 

including clean water projects, vocational training, equipment purchases, teacher 

wage subsidies, social and health insurance and the opportunity to apply for 

scholarship funds.  Our quilled paper ornaments, made by Vietnamese artisans, are 

just two samples of the huge selection of handmade gift items from 38 different countries that can be 

found at our Fair Trade Shop, Stone Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton.  Purchasing fair trade ensures artisans 

and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, providing dignity, sustainable 

development and hope to marginalized people.  Our hours are 10am to 6:30pm every Thursday, 10am 

to 4pm second Saturdays, and 10am to 4pm every Saturday until Christmas.  For more information, 

contact Lauralyn Kolb, lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at www.stonepres.org 

or like us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/stonepres. 

                                              SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 24TH 2019 

 
                           

Hanging of 

the Greens 
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                          CHRISTMAS FAMILIES      

We will be adopting families again for Christmas.  We receive names 
from the Neighborhood Center through their Operation Sunshine 
program.  Tags with the names, wants and needs will be on the tree in 
the sanctuary on December 1st through 8. 
 
Please take a tag or two and bring your unwrapped gift(s) (with the tags 
attached) to the church on December 15th.  After worship that day, we 
will wrap the gifts in the Norton Room.  We have enough wrapping 

paper, so just bring your unwrapped gifts and (of course) yourselves! 

We had an early farewell to David Duncan November 8! Even though he was with us through November 

(and was liturgist at worship for the month), but we didn't want to lose recognizing him in the midst of all 

the holiday activities. He joined us and became a member in June 2014 after moving to area and later was 

installed as an elder and served on session as our Finance Chair as well as being a liturgist at worship on 

occasion. Dave also got us going with our online donation application and service. 

We wish David and his wife, Heather, well in his new job as they seek to close on the house they sold in 

Clinton and the one they bought in Poughkeepsie on the same day in December! You can read more about 

David in our Stone Church archive on our web site in the September 2014 newsletter under "Lives Worth Knowing". 

MOBILE CRISIS ASSESSMENT TEAM 
 

There will be a short presentation about the Mobile Crisis 

Assessment Team after worship on Sunday, December 8th. 

MCAT is a program at the neighborhood Center to help people who are 

experiencing a mental health crisis.  Crisis counselors are available 24/7  

for phone counseling or face to face assessment. It is strictly 

confidential. 

MCAT is also affiliated with the LifeLine suicide prevention hotline.   

So please come join us after worship on December 8th for a  Lunch & 

Learning with Pat Joseph to talk about and learn more about community 

resources for  suicide prevention and ask questions.  
 



 

 The Corner Stone                   Page 8                        

REMEMBER IN PRAYER 

Eugene Lawson 

Debra LaFont 

Matt Fletcher 

Jason & Tanya Hamshar 

Andrew Bering 

Elaine Heekin 

Grace Whittemore 

Daniel Kolb 

The Kolb Family 

Lauralyn Kolb 

Tiffany Heintz 

Christine Tuttle 

Dorothy Alberico 

Sue Riggle 

Anna Gogel 

1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

               DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Come Hear the Story of Elijah in Music 

Dennis Dewey 

The story is told of one-less-than literary rube who claimed that 

Shakespeare was overrated because his writing consists merely of strung 

together famous quotations. Something similar might be said by way of 

praise for Felix Mendelssohn’s oratorio, Elijah. 

Please consider this my personal invitation to come hear the story of the Old Testament prophet in music on Tuesday 

evening, December 3, at 7:30 p.m. at Hamilton College’s Wellin Hall. 

The oratorio will be performed by the Hamilton College and Community Masterworks Chorale and the Symphor!a 

orchestra with G. Roberts Kolb conducting, a performance that features David Kolb as Elijah among the talented soloists. 

For a decade now I have been singing with Rob in the Chorale, and the Sunday night rehearsals have always been for me 

a peak spiritual experience. I know you will delight as well in this stirring and well-known classic that portrays the Game-

of-Thrones-like story of the career of the prophet Elijah (I Kings 16:29 – II Kings 2:12) and is interspersed with familiar 

verses from the Psalms and other Old Testament writings. 

Mendelssohn was one of the first of the great 19th-century Romantic composers. Elijah, first produced at Birmingham, 

England in 1846, established him as a world-class composer. Elijah is remarkable for the vitality of the choruses and is 

probably second only to Handel’s Messiah in popularity. 

General admission is $10, $8 for seniors. Come and enjoy! 
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The following was written in response to a request from the Clinton Historical Society to area residents for Christmas cards 

and descriptions of the sender’s special Christmas traditions. Our Church Session thought this was a wonderful idea and we 

undertook to summarize what makes Advent and Christmas a most special part of our Church year. While we perhaps didn’t 

capture every special part of our Christmas traditions, we certainly tried to convey the beauty and joy of Christmas at Stone 

Church. 

 
     We the congregation of Stone Presbyterian Church, located at 8 South Park Row in the village of Clinton,  wish 
the Clinton Historical Society a most happy holiday and a peaceful and joyous coming year (2020).  Presently led 
by Scott Leonard, our Commissioned Lay Pastor, this congregation has been worshipping in the village of Clinton 
since 1787. While traditions have changed over the years, our Church continues to be an important part of the 
Clinton community. 
     Stone Church celebrates the Christmas season a bit earlier than many churches because we are active 
participants in the Village of Clinton’s Holiday Shopper’s Stroll, the Friday after Thanksgiving.  Our participation 
in the Stroll includes: The Seven C’s Café (Chili, Chowder, Crackers, Cocoa, Cookies, Cornbread and Coffee), a 
Christmas sing along led by Stone Church Director of Music G. Roberts Kolb, our Fair Trade Gift Shoppe which 
features items from around the world, and opportunities to purchase our delicious plates of homemade cookies. 
     We therefore decorate our sanctuary and Church exterior on the Sunday before Thanksgiving. We call this 
event which enables us to get ready for the Stroll and the first Sunday of Advent ―The Hanging of the Greens.‖  At 
this time we also erect a large lighted Christmas tree which graces our Sanctuary until Epiphany. The tree is 
decorated simply and is festooned with tags used to itemize items to donate to families we ―adopt‖ through the 
Neighborhood Center in Utica. Unwrapped gifts are brought to church by mid December and before Christmas the 
entire congregation gathers for lunch and a gift-wrapping event.  Our choosing to help those who otherwise would 
have little if any holiday has been an important part of our Christmas tradition for 36 years and is an integral part 
of our congregation’s Christmas tradition.   
     Our Sunday services in Advent highlight the themes of Peace, Love, Joy and Hope and include a special candle 
lighting ceremony and a special offering designated for a specific charity or cause. In 2019 our offerings will go to 
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (Love), Hope House (Hope), the Presbyterian Mission Agency (Peace) and the 
Presbyterian Church USA (Christmas Joy).  
     Stone Church has long hosted at 7:00 PM candlelight Christmas Eve Service for the entire Clinton community.  
The service includes lessons, carols and special music by the Stone Church choir. The money donated  during the 
service will be shared between Hope House and the Country Pantry.  At the end of the service, the sanctuary is 
enveloped by candlelight as participants pass the flame from the Christ candle from person to person, encircling 
the darkened sanctuary with a glow of candlelight as participants sing ―Silent Night.‖   
     Another Stone Church tradition is storytelling. This year our Stone Church Storytellers, who most Sundays 
throughout the year tell Scripture lessons during worship, will travel to local adult care facilities on December 7  
to tell the Christmas stories  from Matthew,  Galatians, John, Mark and Luke.  While the Storytellers generally 
engage in special storytelling programs, this is the first time they will be visiting all these facilities in one day. 
     These events, coupled with worship services centered around Advent and the birth of Christ, are the backbone 
of Stone Church Christmas traditions. We extend a blessed and joyous Christmas greeting to the Clinton Historical 
Society. 

 

The Session of Stone Church: 

David Duncan 

Emily Hughes 

Grace Whittemore 

Donna Goodfriend 

John Stiefvater 

Mary Ann Stiefvater 

Sherry Robinson 

Pat Joseph 

Scott Leonard, Session Moderator 
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                                                          KIRKLAND COMMUNITY RED CROSS  

BLOODMOBILE 

Saturday, December 7, -  8 a.m. to 1 p.m., 
VFW Post 9591, 48 Franklin Ave., Clinton. 
New and past blood donors are needed. 
Schedule an appointment at redcrossblood.org 
or call Bill Rudge at 853-6300. Walk-ins are 
welcome. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the ―Calendar‖ tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2019 are now being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this 
year is $41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for each member on the membership roll. 
The per capita is the cost of our representative democracy as a church and supports the meetings and 
operations of the Presbytery, Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending your per capita either 
directly to the church office (P.O. Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 



 

   

 

STONE STORYTELLERS TO TELL CHRISTMAS STORIES 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 7 TH 

On December 7 the Stone Storytellers will be telling the Christmas 

Stories to area retirement homes.  The stories include the familiar birth 

story from Luke and visit by the Wise Men from Matthew, as well as 

other stories about the birth of the Messiah from Mark, John, and 

Galatians.  The 30-minute performance will be 10:00 a.m. at the 

Presbyterian Home, 1:15 p.m. at LutheranCare, and 2:45 p.m. at Clinton Manor.  

The Stone Storytellers will also be performing their annual Epic Storytelling Palm Sunday afternoon, April 5, 2020 where 

they will tell stories from the Acts of the Apostles.  

 The Stone Storytellers focus on the spiritual dimension of learning the texts of scripture by heart, on 

improving our skills, and on taking what we have to offer out to other 

churches. We are uniquely blessed by God to have these gifted and committed 

people who so eagerly share the joy and vitality of telling the sacred texts by 

heart. We always welcome newcomers! The Stone Storytellers meet monthly 

at Stone Church (usually on the fourth Monday of the month at 7:00 p.m.) to tell stories and make 

plans for telling the texts by heart in worship. Over 50 texts from the Revised Common Lectionary 

are learned and told by heart in worship every year plus our annual Epic Storytelling in the spring. For more details see 

Pastor Scott Leonard. 

 

CHRISTMAS SERVICE OF LESSONS AND CAROLS  

4:00 P.M. SUNDAY, DECEMBER 8TH 

Hamilton College Chapel  

Hamilton College welcomes the campus community and the public to join in the celebration of the 

Advent season, anticipating the joy of Christmas, reading together the biblical narratives and 

singing familiar songs with music provided by the Hamilton College Choir. Officiating over the 

service will be Rev. Jeffrey H. McArn, college chaplain, with the assistance of readers and clergy 

(including our Pastor Scott Leonard) and candle bearers from Hamilton College. A reception with 

Christmas cookies, punch and coffee will follow the service upstairs in the chapel. If you want to 

sing and hear all the Christmas carols to fill you for the month, this is the service to attend!  

The tradition of the Service of Lessons and Carols dates back exactly 100 years ago to Christmas Eve of 1918 and 

Cambridge University in England. Planned by the new dean of King’s College, fresh from his role as army chaplain in 

World War I, which had ended the previous month, the service has become a tradition for many colleges around the 

world. 

LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE  

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2019 AT 6 P.M. 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 

9 Williams Street, Clinton, NY 13323 

On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night service 

for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, facing life 

after divorce or separation, coping with the loss of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be difficult. The pain 

of loss is felt by many at this time of year and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, remember, and comfort. 

Refreshments following the service in the Parish Hall. 
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Please note… 

The deadline for  the issue of the January 
newsletter is Monday, December 16th 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 with 
any questions. 
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Scott Leonard, Commissioned Lay Pastor  

Cell: 315-723-7420 

Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

  

Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

 Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb              Sexton: Jesse Miller  

 Office Manager: Janice LeFrois             Clerk of Session: Sherry Robinson 

 Treasurer: Christine Menard               Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos  

 Office: 315-853-2933                                       email: stonepres@stonepres.org  

 www.stonepres.org                                                   www.facebook.com/stonepres 

 

                   Sunday Worship:  10:30 a.m.; Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. Monday-Friday 

 

Newsletter team  

Many thanks to Midge Bakos, Emily Hughes & 

Linda Bakos who have collated, folded, taped 

and labeled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

To  see a color version of this newsletter in pdf format, visit stonepres.org. 

  


