
  

 
An Order of Worship for the Lord’s Day 

Stone Presbyterian Church 
 A Welcoming and Affirming Congregation 

  December 15, 2019 ~ The Third Sunday of Advent 
 

WWee  GGaatthheerr  ttoo  WWoorrsshhiipp  tthhee  OOnnee  WWhhoo  IIss  CCoommiinngg  

 PRELUDE                   “Savior of the Nations, Come” Andreas Nikolaus Vetter 
(Please listen quietly to the prelude as the community prepares for worship) 

INTROIT & POURING OF BAPTISMAL WATER  

CALL TO WORSHIP  
Rejoice in the Lord always! And again, I will say, Rejoice! 

Let your gentleness be known to everyone.  
The Lord is near.  

Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with 
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 

And the peace of God, which passes all understanding,  
will keep your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.  

For the Lord is good; his steadfast love endures forever. 
  Let us worship God. 
 
+ HYMN   “Jesus Comes with Clouds Descending” ODE TO JOY 
          +Those who are able may stand.        Please see announcements insert.    
 
THE 3RD ADVENT CANDLE – JOY – JESSE AND SARAH MILLER 

UNISON PRAYER  
Dear God, help us to get ready for your arrival.   
Show us the path toward you, so that healing and  
wholeness can come into our lives and into our world.   
We offer you our lives in joyous thanksgiving for the  
love and forgiveness and strength that you so generously  
give us each day. 
Amen. 

+THE ADVENT GIVING – PRESBYTERIAN MISSION AGENCY CHRISTMAS JOY 

OFFERING 
(You are invited to bring forward your offering of joy.) 
 

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (first together then in silent reflection) 
Holy God,  
you have sent to us the one true Messiah, 
whose ways are grace and truth.  
Be persistent in your mercy toward us.  
We are slow to learn and hard of heart, satisfied with superficial pleasures, 

and treasuring counterfeit values. 
We are easily led astray by the pretenders of our age who offer the quick fix 

instead of the way of the cross, a message tailored to what is popular, rather 
than true. 

Turn us from the wrong that we habitually choose. 
Help us turn toward you, receive the truth, and know the mercy, peace and 

deep joy of your healing grace.  
In the name of Christ Jesus our Redeemer we pray. Amen. 

 
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 

+A DOXOLOGY     (to the tune GLORIA) 
Joyfully to God we sing, 
To the Son let praises ring, 
To the Holy Spirit praise, 
As this song of joy, we raise: 
Glo—ria in excelsis Deo!  
Glo—ria in excelsis Deo! 

+THE PEACE OF CHRIST     

WELCOME 

WWee  LLiisstteenn  ffoorr  tthhee  WWoorrdd  ooff  GGoodd  

 PRAYER FOR UNDERSTANDING 
   (You are invited to say the concluding “amen” aloud.) 
 
LESSONS FROM THE SCRIPTURES 

 Isaiah 35:1-10 – A vision of the return to Zion 
                           The Word of the Lord. / Thanks be to God 

 Canticle Hymn #600       “Magnificat” 

 James 5:7-10 – Be patient as you await the coming of the Lord 
 
ANTHEM “Prepare the Way” Allan Robert Petker 
 
    Matthew 11:2-11 – John the Baptist wonders if Jesus is the coming one 



 

SERMON “Come Now” 
 

WWee  RReessppoonndd  iinn  FFaaiitthh  wwiitthh  TThhaannkkssggiivviinngg  

+ HYMN #495 “We Know That Christ Is Raised” ENGELBERG 

 
+ AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (based on the Prologue to the Gospel of John)  

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things were made 
through him, and without him nothing was made.  

What was made in him was life, and the life was the light of humankind. The 
light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not been able to 
overcome it.  

The true light that enlightens everyone was coming into the world. He was in 
the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not 
know him. He came to his own home, and his own people did not receive 
him. But to those who received him, who believed in his name, he gave 
power to become children of God.  

And the Word became flesh and lived among us. We have seen his glory, glory 
as from the only Son of the Father. 

 
LIFE OF THE CHURCH, JOYS AND CONCERNS  
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE, THE LORD’S PRAYER & CHORAL RESPONSE 
                                                               “debts/debtors”                (Traditional, Hymnal, p. 16)                           

 
OFFERTORY              “Savior of the Nations, Come” JohannHeinrich Buttstedt 
  
+A DOXOLOGY     ADESTE FIDELES      

Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation! 
Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 
Glory to God, all glory in the highest! 
O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him,  
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord!                                 

 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION  
 

WWee  GGoo  OOuutt  iinn  tthhee  JJooyy  ooff  EEmmmmaannuueell  

+ HYMN 15 “Rejoice! Rejoice, Believers” LLANGLOFFAN 

+CHARGE, BENEDICTION, CHORAL RESPONSE AND POSTLUDE 

 
STONE CHURCH WELCOMES YOU TO WORSHIP 

December 15, 2019 ~ Third Sunday of Advent ~ 10:30 a.m. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, 
engaging in worship that inspires and challenges us to learn and grow 

as we reach out in caring and service, trusting in the love of God.  

 
All the People, Ministers 

  
       Stone Presbyterian Church         Scott Leonard, Commissioned Lay Pastor 
 PO Box 33, 8 South Park Row                         G. Roberts Kolb, Director of Music  
 Clinton, New York 13323           Gerald G. Platz, Pastor Emeritus  
 315-853-2933   Janice LeFrois, Office Administrator 

 stonepres@verizon.net      Jesse Miller, Sexton 

                                 www.stonepres.org ~ www.facebook.com/stonepres 



  
“Jesus Comes with Clouds Descending” 

ODE TO JOY 
 

Charles Wesley, 1758 ~ Adapted, Dennis Dewey 2008 
 

 
1. Jesus comes with clouds descending, Lamb of God for sinners slain! 
Thousands of the saints attending join to sing this glad refrain: 
Alleluia! Alleluia! to the— Lord who comes again! 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Christ the Lord returns to reign! 
 
2. Yes! Amen! Let all adore you, seated on your gracious throne; 
Crowns and rulers bow before you, worship you as Lord alone. 
Alleluia! Come, Lord Jesus, let your— grace and pow’r be shown! 
Come, Lord Jesus, come to help us; come to heal and save your own! 
 
3. We who saw you crucified and lifted up upon the tree  
Now with our own eyes behold you, robed in awesome majesty, 
There upon the clouds of— heaven we our— true Messiah see, 
bringing justice, peace and mercy, joy in setting captives free! 

 



 
 

TODAY IS JOY SUNDAY, is the third Sunday in Advent, this is of our annual Christmas 

Joy Offering to the Presbyterian Church USA. Each year during the Advent and Christmas season, 

we celebrate the wondrous gift of Jesus Christ, our Savior. God has blessed the Church with 
incredible leadership in every time and place, but those leaders often need to be supported by their 

communities as well. This Christmas Joy Offering addresses the support needed by some of our 

retired leaders, including supporting leadership development for communities of color, and 
providing support for Presbyterian church workers in their time of need. As is our custom, this 

Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Please help support those who have 

tirelessly worked to lead us through your generous participation in this offering.  
 
 

 HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  Hope House is requesting donations of men's and 

women's hats, scarves, mittens and gloves to be given to their clients on Christmas Eve. If you are 

able to donate any of these items, please put them in the Hope House basket in the narthex.  Contact 
Ceil Gilbert if you have any questions. Thank you. 
Also, any donation that you designate for food or personal needs will greatly be appreciated. Any 

questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 

 THE COUNTRY PANTRY:  Now it is time to think about Christmas. 

The pantry will be collecting stuffing, cranberry sauce, canned yams, applesauce, raisins, dessert 

mixes, fleece throw blankets, dishtowels & pot holders. 
 

 

FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  Vietnamese handcrafts sales fund various 

community development activities, including clean water projects, 

vocational training, equipment purchases, teacher wage subsidies, 

social and health insurance and the opportunity to apply for 

scholarship funds.  Our quilled paper ornaments, made by 

Vietnamese artisans, are just two samples of the huge selection of handmade gift 

items from 38 different countries that can be found at our Fair Trade Shop, Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton.  Purchasing fair trade ensures artisans and small 

farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, providing dignity, sustainable development and 

hope to marginalized people.   
                                                                                                                       

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  Today, after worship, we will be wrapping 

the gifts in the Norton Room.  Thank you all for your generous support!  

                                  

 

 

 

LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE, (the winter solstice), will be on 

Saturday,12/21/19 at 6:00 p.m. at St. James Episcopal Church.  The Clinton Area Ministerium is 
supporting a Longest Night service at for those 

experiencing grief, loss or hardship during the 

holiday season. Dealing with the death of a 
loved one, facing life after divorce or 

separation, coping with the loss of a job, living 

with cancer, among other things can be 

difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at 
this time of year and this service offers a 

sacred, gentle space to gather, remember, and 

comfort. Refreshments following the service in 
the Parish Hall. 

PLEASE COME JOIN US for TAPESTRY, directed by G. Roberts Kolb. It’ll be  

an Italian Christmas concert here at Stone Presbyterian church on Wednesday, 12/18/19 at 7:00 

p.m. It will include works by Monteverdi, A Gabrieli, Gesualdo, Vivaldi, Rossini, Verdi, and others, 

plus traditional Italian carols.  Hope to see you there! 
  

A HUGE THANK YOU to the following people who volunteered at Hope House during 

2019.  Your help was much appreciated! And also, to those who made monetary and any other kinds 
of donations. 

Mary Chamberlain                                     Donna Goodfriend 

Pam Denison                                                Barb Greene 

Anne Dunn                                                   Bev Miller 

Gerry Gogel                                                Grace Whittemore                                             
 

Thanks, Ceil Gilbert – Hope House coordinator 

                                                                        

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE: – the Lord’s Supper – Please join us on Tuesday, 

December 24
th

 at 7:00 p.m. for the story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 

celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. Invite a friend to join us for the 
wonder of this worship. 
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The flowers in the chancel were given to the glory of God  

in memory and honor of the following: 

 

GIVEN BY:  IN MEMORY OF: 

 
Hal & Linda Rance               Our parents & loved ones  
 

Scott & Helen Leonard               Herb Leonard, Helen & Bill Fulmer 

 
Marjorie (Young) Egger                           Barbara & Gordon Young 

 

Pat & Buzz Joseph   Our parents & family 

 
Lori & Mary Chamberlain               George & Marjorie Chamberlain,  

                                                                  Margaret Snow  & Judy Snow 

 
Haley & Heintz Families                          Our families 

 

Germaine Gogel,     Lillian & Lawrence Bering,  
Andrew & Kevin Bearing,    Bernard Gogel  

 

Emily Hughes                             William Hughes  

 
Frank & Grace Whittemore   Loved ones  

 

John & Christine Menard   Mr. & Mrs. Norman Menard, 
 Mr. & Mrs. John Monohan  

 

Peter & Donna Goodfriend   Loved ones  

 
Janice LeFrois                                           Jim & David Saporito, Bob LeFrois 

  

Trisha, David & Ashley Harris                 Kristin Lucy, Our parents & grandparents 

 

Sherry Robinson & Phil Conley               Donna Robinson 

 

GIVEN BY:     IN HONOR OF: 

 

Haley & Heintz Families                    Judy LaGasse      

 

John & Mary Ann Stiefvater              Loved ones 

 

Jason & Tanya Hamshar                    Gran Hamshar 

 

 

                                             

                                                  

                                          THE CALENDAR    
 

Today – 12/15/19:                     After Worship                       Christmas Family Wrapping 

Wednesday – 12/18/19:           7:00 p.m.                            Tapestry Christmas Concert 
Thursday – 12/19/19:                10:00 a.m. – 6:30 p.m.          Fair Trade Shoppe 

Saturday – 12/21/19                   6:00 p.m.                               Longest Night Service 

Sunday – 12/22/19:                 9:15a.m.                               Choir Practice 

Sunday - 12/22/19:                 10:30 a.m.                           Worship-Guest Speaker-Larry Beasley 

 

 

Want to see what else is on the calendar?  Go to our Web page – stonepres.org & click 

on the “CALENDAR ICON” 

 

 

GREETERS:  Judy LaGasse & Linda Rance 

 

PRAYER CHAIN:  If you would like to add someone to our prayer list or would like to 

receive the prayer list for daily prayer, please go to our website www.stonepres.org and click on 

“Prayer Request” or call the church office at 315-853-2933 

Prayer Request: 

 

Eugene Lawson 

Debra LaFont 

Christine Tuttle 

Diane Tuttle 

Jason & Tanya Hamshar 

Andrew Bering 

Grace Whittemore 

Jack Cassidy 

Elaine Heekin 

Tiffany Heintz 

Sue Riggles 

Anna Gogel 

David Harris 

Members/Friends of the Week: 

 

Anne & Paul Dunn 

Sam & Coleen Pellman 

Carol Peterson 
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