
 

                                                     

WORSHIP AT STONE IN JANUARY 
 
 

 

January 5, 2020   Epiphany Sunday – The Lord’s Supper 

Isaiah 60:1-6   Arise! Shine! For your light has come! 

Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14   All Hail to God’s Anointed                   

Ephesians 3:1-12   Paul is to bring good news to the Gentiles 

Matthew 2:1-12   The coming of the Wise Men.  

Sermon: “Arise! Shine!” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching  

 

 

January 12, 2020    Baptism of the Lord – The Lord’s Supper  

Isaiah 42:1-9   God’s servant people will establish justice for the powerless 

Psalm 29   The voice of the Lord speaks from heaven 

Acts 10:34-43 Peter realizes that God’s plan includes the Gentiles 

Matthew 3:15-17   Jesus is baptized by John in fulfillment of righteousness 

Sermon: “Serve to Lead” – Pastor Scott Leonard, CLP preaching 

 

 

January 19, 2020    2nd Sunday after Epiphany   

Isaiah 49:1-7   God’s servant will be a light to the nations 

Psalm 40:1-11   God’s wondrous deeds are countless 

1 Corinthians 1:1–9   We are enriched in Christ 

John 1:29-42   The Lamb of God revealed 

Guest Preacher - Rev. Janet Hoover 

  

 

January 26, 2020    3rd Sunday after Epiphany 

Isaiah 9:1-4   The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light. 

Psalm 27:1, 4-9   The Lord is the light and salvation 

1 Corinthians 1:10-18   Paul urges church unity. 

Matthew 4:12-23  Jesus calls fishermen to be his disciples.  

Sermon:  “Fishing Expedition” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 

 

  JAN 2020 

   Stone Church ~ The Church on the Green 

The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of 

Christ, engaging in worship that inspires and challenges us to learn and 

grow as we reach out in caring and service, trusting in the love of God.  
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20/20 in 2020 

 

“I can see clearly now the rain is gone 
  I can see all obstacles in my way 
 Gone are the dark clouds that had me blind 
 It's going to be a bright, bright sun shiny day.” 
--Johnny Nash, 1972 

 

I have been blessed with good eyesight.  Yes, when I hit my semicentennial mark ten years ago I started 
needing reading glasses, but in my youth I had 20/15 vision—I could see at 20 feet what the average person 
could only see at 15 feet.  Yet, visual acuity (sharpness of vision) is only one measure of vision.  My twin 
brothers also have pretty good visual acuity, but don’t ask them to match green, brown, or red socks—they 
are color blind.  Whatever vision you may have we all have our blind spots—things we don’t see even if our 
eyesight is good.   

As a white, heterosexual, middle-class male growing up in the Midwest in the ‘60s and ‘70s, I could see the 
issues of race and equal rights, though I could not feel them like those who were actually experiencing the 
injustices.  And while I was dimly aware of the challenges women faced in also having equal rights and 
opportunities, I didn’t really get it (having three younger brothers and no sisters probably didn’t help).  I 
only started to get a clue about any of the issues with homosexuality when my fraternity Big Brother 
(mentor) came out to me that he was gay (of which my reaction was “Huh”—for some reason I just accepted 
it at face value and that was it). 

While 40 years ago as a senior in college, I didn’t even pretend to have a clue what the 21st century would 
hold or look like for me, I presumed it would be a continued forward progress on social, economic, and 
political issues.  Instead we enter this second decade of  the 21st century with a country (and arguably the 
world) more divided socially, economically, and politically than ever before and with no basis to bridge the 
widening rifts even in sight.  It is very disheartening.  As Abraham Lincoln said in his failed senatorial race, 
“A house divided against itself cannot stand.”  He was speaking, of course, that the nation could not 
continue to be half slave and half free—it was going to be all or nothing.  He was quoting from the synoptic 
Gospels where Jesus has been casting out demons and is accused by the Pharisees (the scrupulously 
religious self-proclaimed “righteous” people) that he is doing so by the power of Satan.  Jesus scoffs and 
says why would Satan do or allow something that only undermines himself: “if a house is divided against 
itself, that house will not be able to stand” (Mark 3:25).  By saying this Jesus is illustrating the fact that 
authenticity relies on congruency—to be truly righteous your actions have to match your words.  You can’t 
say you love God and then do unloving acts to others. 

I do not know what the year 2020 will look like, let alone the rest of this century, but the woes we face do 
underscore Jeremiah’s and the other prophets’ warnings of entrusting to the power of the state rather than 
the power of God and ignoring the poor, the needy, and the oppressed.  It is clear our focus as followers of 
Christ is to not get caught up in all the worldly imbroglios, but with a steadfastness stand for and to 
demonstrate compassion, empathy, and help for all people and demand that of others.  So don’t despair, but 
persevere. 

Because we do this in the hopeful and joyful expectation of Christ’s return when all will see the light and 
share in the peace of God.  It’s going to be a bright, bright Son shining day! 

Shalom, 
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Midge Bakos 

Historical Period Revisited—A Glimpse into Stone Church’s Past                                 

                                    

                                             Origin of Historical Articles 

          Today I am not reaching very far into the past but instead decided to give you an idea of how my 
writing began. It started when I helped our former church secretary, Peggy Weldon by researching 
material for a request received from someone wanting to learn about a birth, marriage, etc. in order to 
save Peggy from having to leave the office to spend time on this chore. At times you could find it right 
away and other times it would take quite awhile.  

One particular morning while on such a search, I came upon the name Zebulon Peck who was a 
deacon in the early church from 1801 – 1808 ten years after the founding of this church in 1791. Oh 
my! It dawned on me that my grandmother had tried to tell me several times that he was my g-g-g-g-g-
g-grandfather from Bristol, CN who came in 1797 to Hanover Green just north of Waterville. Now the 
pieces of the puzzle began to fit together as I looked through more material. I had papers and books 
everywhere. Oops!  After looking at my watch I realized that Peggy needed the material for the request 
so that she could E-mail it. Best to get upstairs pronto! 

 The lonely file cabinet was in disarray from the lack of space to accommodate the 200 years of 
information so I made a commitment to try to organize the material we had. Richard Raitt came to the 
rescue by donating a beautiful lockable and fireproof file cabinet. John Allen later donated another 
cabinet where we store Sunday bulletins and newsletters. I spent two to three years sorting and 
organizing material and than filing them orderly into the various cabinets. Later, a cousin David Adams 
donated the display cabinet. Gene Lawson went right to work and added casters to the cabinet and a 
little bit later Gene also installed lights inside the cabinet for better viewing of the documents. At Rev. 
Dewey’s suggestion we moved it from in front of the secretary’s office to its present location in the 
sanctuary.  

 There was some semblance of order because two previous ministers, the Rev. Andrew Keener 
and the Rev. Harold Wylie were church historians in their own right and had researched during the 
years between 1919-1928 and 1929-1952 and written articles of their own that contributed to my 
incentive to tackle this job or even know where to start. In fact Rev. Wylie wrote a brief history and as 
my former pastor his research was big help to me.  

 After previously doing several member biographies, digging into the church research brought 
me to the point of writing historical articles. Research not only took me to the Historical society but led 
me to the Archives at the Burke Library of Hamilton College. Rev. Norton who was our first pastor of 
40 years was also a trustee of Hamilton College. Many of his early historical records were stored in the 
Archives. When Christian Goodwillie became the new director and curator of Special Collections at 
Hamilton, he made a suggestion when I presented him with a request, for his staff to scan all Dr. 
Norton’s material and digitalize it to make it available to us at the Historical Society. This would save 
his staff from handling the material for each request. Because some requests go directly to the 
Historical society and some to the church, this greatly has resolved the problem. 

 Some history didn’t always come from documents, libraries and the historical society. Some 
information came from some older members when interviewing their life history. Betty Gilbert worked 
on sewing curtains for the former chapel stage. I fondly remember visiting with Dorothy Carpenter 
who at nine years of age watched the church spire removed and so much more important facts. She 
tried to teach me about genealogy. Suffice it to say I wasn’t a very good student. My grandmother, 
Adah Jones’s quiet persistence kept me informed of my past which in turn gave me the incentive to 
preserve and share with you the churches’ past. 
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CHRISTMAS AT THE CORNER 2019: 

C’S  CAFÉ WORKERS                                 (SEE MORE PICS ON PAGE 9) 

Pat Joseph                 Rachel Wahlberg            Sue Gaffney  

Buzz Joseph              Helen Leonard                Phil Conley 

Sherry Robinson       Cadee Wahlberg             Scott Leonard 

Dave Joseph              Megan Wahlberg            Rose Leonard   

Eric Wahlberg         Nikki Wahlberg             Janice LeFrois 

Karla Schell              Melinda Schell               Jenny Byron 

Jon Byron                  Linell Machold              David Harris 
Grace Whittemore 
 

FAIR TRADE WORKERS                                 CHRISTMAS BAKE SHOP 

Lauralyn Kolb                     Lora Schilder                        Midge Bakos 

Dave White                          Anne Dunn                           Linda Bakos 

Carol White                         Paul Dunn                             Mary Chamberlain 

Emily Hughes           Mary Chamberlain                Grace Whittemore 

Donna Goodfriend               Gerry Gogel                           

Peggy Weldon                                                                                                      
 

AN EXTRA THANK YOU TO…. 

   ….all who made cookies, candy, bread and the peanut brittle made by John & Chris Menard  

  ….Ceil Gilbert for advertising and making the posters and distributing them. 

  ….Buzz and Pat Joseph and Sherry Robinson for buying food and preparing it for the café. 

  ….Judy Lagasse Emily Hughes, Mike & Buffie Haley for help putting together cookie plates for the bake shop. 

  ….Bev Miller & Ceil Gilbert for Decorating the downstairs dining room. 

  ….the performance of Rob Kolb for his sing-a-long, and the St. Mary's Church choir. 

  ….the Stone Church elves (most named above) for decorating the Sanctuary and the 
             Dining Room so beautifully, especially Hal and Linda Rance, Dave Duncan & Phil Conley. 
             And others for putting up the beautiful Christmas tree and other decorations. 
             Also to Scott Leonard for going above and beyond. 
                     
          As usual, we heard many compliments from the general public on our church and the 
          Fair Trade Shop. 
                                

                                 Our final total was $1,556.00. Thank you everyone for a super effort!!!! 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR ADVENT OFFERINGS  

Stone Presbyterian Church was able to accomplish the following: 

    Hope Offering - $190.75  

                                                          Joy Offering - 197.00  

    Love Offering - $35.00         

                                                          Peace Offering - $178.00 
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DEACONS CORNER" 

            "The Work of Christmas" by Howard Thurman 
When the song of the angels is stilled, 
When the star in the sky is gone, 
When the kings and princes are home, 
When the shepherds are back with their flock, 

The Work of Christmas begins: 

To find the lost, 
To heal the broken, 
To feed the hungry, 
To release the prisoner, 
To rebuild the nations, 
To bring peace among people, 
To make music in the heart.   

Well, it certainly looks like we have a lot of work 
ahead of us! Let us pray for a year full of new 
opportunities to share God's love. 

                                   DECEMBER 9TH SESSION HIGHLIGHTS 

The Stone Storytellers performed storytelling on December 7th at LutheranCare, the Presbyterian Home and Clinton 
Manor. They were well received and hope to be able to go to Clinton Manor on a more regular basis. 

The session approved to have a charity concert at our church either in May on the 30th or 3lst consisting of classical 
and jazz music, instrumental and vocal music to help bring awareness to the needs of veterans. 

It was reported that the radiators have to be changed because of leaking water and to improve the whole heating 
system.  Due to the leaking water, the carpets need to be cleaned. 

 
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
 

Please keep the Deacons in mind on the first Sunday 

of each month. All of the loose money collected on 

those Sundays will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons - Jim 

Gavett, Judy LaGasse, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara Greene & Trish 

Harris. 

BUDGET REVIEW – JANUARY 
19TH  
As we have been doing annually for a number of 

years, an informal review of the budget will be done 

after worship on January 19th in the Norton Room.  

The purpose is to review in some detail with the 

congregation the 2020 budget as well as how 2019 

came out. Since it is the session that approves the 

budget, the budget is not an item of business at the 

congregational meeting and so will be minimally 

discussed.  

ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL 

MEETING - JANUARY 26TH  

The Annual Meeting of the Congregation of Stone 

Presbyterian Church will be held during worship 

on Sunday, January 26, 2019 in the sanctuary for 

the purposes of receiving reports, electing officers, 

concurring in the Session’s 2020 budget, and 

acting on any other business that may be properly 

brought before the congregation. All active 

members in good standing are welcome and 

encouraged to vote. 

       SHOPPERS STROLL  
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COUNTRY PANTRY  
The pantry can always use SOUP, PEANUT BUTTER, TUNA and CANNED CHICKEN. And let’s not forget 

about the 4-legged friends!  Also, the loose change on the 3rd Sunday of the month goes to the Country Pantry. 

HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST 
This month’s wish list includes the following: BREAKFAST CEREAL, COFFEE, SUGAR, HOT 

CHOCOLATE, BUTTER OR MARGARINE, DEODORANT, SHAMPOO, CONDITIONER, NAPKINS, 

TOILET PAPER.  Any donation that you designate for food or personal needs will greatly be appreciated. Any 

questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

                                             FAIR TRADE SHOPPE 

Enjoy the moisture-wicking comfort of our organic wool lightweight 

dress socks available in unique patterns (colors vary) that wrap 

around the leg and foot.  Organic farming practices, adhering to 

organic processing standards, and minimizing our carbon footprint 

by producing only within the Americas, Maggie’s is a leader in 

textile sustainability.  These and many more varieties, along with 

handmade gift items from 38 different countries are available at our 

Fair Trade Shop, Stone Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton. We will be holding a 25% off Winter 

Sale during January and February (some restrictions apply).  Purchasing fair trade ensures artisans and small 

farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to 

marginalized people. Our hours are 10am to 6:30pm every Thursday and 10am to 4pm second Saturdays. For more 

information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at www.stonepres.org 

or like us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/stonepres  

 

 

PLEASE NOTE:  We will 

be worshipping in the Norton 

Room for all services in 

January.  It’s much cozier 

and it will give our hard 

working boilers a rest. 

A HUGE THANK YOU to the following people 

who volunteered at Hope House during 2019.  Your help 

was much appreciated. 

Mary Chamberlain 

Pam Denison 

Anne Dunn 

Gerry Gogel 

Donna Goodfriend 

Barb Greene 

Bev Miller 

Grace Whittemore 

Thanks, 

Ceil Gilbert, Hope House Co-Ordinator 

DEAR FRIENDS OF THE PANTRY, 

As a way to get the word out to more people, we 

have started a Facebook page to spread the word 

about our services. The pantry began in 1975, we 

are now 44 years old. If you know of someone 

who is struggling to feed their family, please have 

them contact us. We serve families in Clinton, 

Clark Mills, and Westmoreland. 

web site; www.thecountrypantry.org 

phone; 315-272-5267 

facebook; FB.me/thecountrypantry75 

 

Blessings, 

Mary Zimbler 

 

 

 

mailto:lkolb@hamilton.edu
http://www.stonepres.org
http://www.facebook.com/stonepres
http://www.thecountrypantry.org
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    CHRISTMAS FAMILIES      

 

LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE  

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2019 AT 6 P.M. 

A lovely ecumenical Longest Night Service last night hosted by St. James and sponsored the Clinton Area 
Ministerium. Many comments about the beauty of the liturgy (many thanks to the Rev. Gary Cyr) and the 
meaningfulness of the service for those whom the holidays are a little more blue. Thanks to those who 
participated: Karen Anderson (St. James Episcopal Church), the Rev. Deacon Jean Skinner (Episcopal Church), 
the Rev. Janet Griffiths (LutheranCare), Deacon Patsy Glista (EVLCA), the Rev. Michael Terrell (Clinton United 
Methodist Church), and Pastor Scott Leonard (Stone Presbyterian Church). 

 

There will be no choir 
practice all of January.  
It will start back up on 
Sunday, February 2nd  

A BIG thank you to everyone who purchased gifts 
for our Christmas families & volunteered their time 
on Sunday, 12/15/19 to wrap the many presents!                                                                                       

EARLY PLEDGES WANTED 

Because of heating bills, cash flow is more of a problem 
for our church in the winter months (January through 
April) than summer months, even during a relatively 
warm winter. Session is asking folks to consider giving 
more of their pledge upfront, if possible.  
 
We will, of course, keep good track of what you have paid 
towards your pledge. 
 
Questions? See Peter Massi. 

https://www.facebook.com/janet.griffiths.733?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARDeSTXTq_rjUxkaaDlK9ZMyrR3J6MKky7Pohqa-1wIUPLhPIdYgHR6aspyKq6PpZjLPRkdky7xOiuXt&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARB9gCNxhRws3bYcSXOO6yLdUQXLdi0PdtuAzhYPzEylbuSgtMUJB4efAXNtiWnW0kD3oITtPURVTRQWIfGdeh
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REMEMBER IN PRAYER 

Jennifer Harrison 

Mandy Machold 

The family from Remsen who lost 
their son/grandson in a fire. 

Jamison 

Gene Lawson 

Debra LaFont 

Matt Fletcher 

Jason & Tanya Hamshar 

Andrew Bering 

Elaine Heekin 

Grace Whittemore 

Tiffany Heintz 

Christine Tuttle 

Dorothy Alberico 

Sue Riggle 

Anna Gogel 

David Harris 

1 - Frank Milana 

5 - Cynthia Crossley 

12 - Mark Harrington 

14 - Cole Cushman 

17 - Frank Whittemore 

21 - Doris Siedsma 

  Kurt Whittemore 

22 - John Stiefvater 

28 - Beverley Sullivan 

  Alizah Fletcher 

               JANUARY BIRTHDAYS 

(Continuation of Christmas at the Corner pics) 
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 WREATHS ACROSS AMERICA - 12/14/19 

A thoughtful Wreaths Across America ceremony at the Old Burying Ground in Clinton, NY honoring 
service members living and dead sponsored by the Daughters of the American Revolution, Oneida Chapter. 
Pastor Scott Leonard gave the invocation with remarks by Clinton historian Dick Williams, Mayor Steve 
Bellona, and DAR Regent Suzanne Bellinger, and wonderful music from the Clinton Chamber Singers led 
by Jennifer Wratten followed by refreshments at the gazebo. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING CEREMONY- 12/15/19 

As for many years now, we have had a candle lighting ceremony near the 
beginning of worship for every Sunday in Advent and on Christmas Eve.  Pictured 
here is Jesse and Sarah Miller with daughter Allison lighting the pink candle for 
Joy Sunday on December 15th with Pastor Scott Leonard holding their other 
daughter (and his granddaughter) Abigail. 

 

 

 

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE  

A lovely Christmas Eve service put the Christmas Spirit in the hearts of all—before the excitement of the 

following Christmas morn (particularly if you had small children)! Thanks to all who participated in the service 

along with Pastor Scott Leonard: Tanya and Jason Hamshar, Mary Ann and John Stiefvater, Buzz and Pat 

Joseph, John and Liz Menard, Donna Goodfriend, Phil Conley and Sherry Robinson, and to the wonderful voices 

of the choir led by Rob Kolb.  
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Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this 
year is $41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for each member on the membership roll. 
The per capita is the cost of our representative democracy as a church and supports the meetings and 
operations of the Presbytery, Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending your per capita either 
directly to the church office (P.O. Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

TAPESTRY AT STONE -  12/18/2019 

Such glorious music—vocal and instrumental—at Stone Church with the Tapestry - All Centuries Singers 
and an Italian Christmas under the impeccable direction of Rob Kolb! And a great turnout, particularly 
given the weather! 

 

 

 

Stone Church has implemented a new online 
giving tool called Givelify that is also 
available as an app on your smart mobile 
device.  Check it out on our web 
page.  There’ll be more details in next 
month’s newsletter. 



 

   

 

THE STONE STORYTELLERS told “Christmas Stories” from the 
bible on December  7th at the Presbyterian Home, LutheranCare and Clinton 
Manor!  Thanks so much to the storytellers for taking their Saturday to share 
these stories -- Dennis Dewey, Kevin Bailey, Donna Goodfriend, Anne Dunn 
and Scott Leonard. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHRISTMAS SERVICE OF LESSONS AND CAROLS on Sunday, December 8th at 
Hamilton College Chapel 
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Please note… 

The deadline for  the issue of the February 
newsletter is Thursday, January 16th 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 with 
any questions. 

The Corner Stone 

Stone Presbyterian Church 

P.O. Box 33 (8 S. Park Row) 

Clinton, NY 13323 
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Scott Leonard, Commissioned Lay Pastor  
Cell: 315-723-7420 

Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 
  

Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 
 Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb              Sexton: Jesse Miller  
 Office Manager: Janice LeFrois             Clerk of Session: Sherry Robinson 
 Treasurer: Christine Menard               Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos  
 Office: 315-853-2933                                       email: stonepres@stonepres.org  
 www.stonepres.org                                                   www.facebook.com/stonepres 
 
                   Sunday Worship:  10:30 a.m.; Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. Monday-Friday 

Newsletter team  

Many thanks to Midge Bakos, Bev Miller, 

Barb Greene & Linda Bakos who have col-

lated, folded, taped and labeled this issue of 

The Corner Stone just for you!  

To  see a color version of this newsletter in pdf format, visit stonepres.org. 

  


