
                                                     
 
 

 
An Order of Worship for the Lord’s Day 

Stone Presbyterian Church 
A Welcoming and Affirming Congregation 
December 13, 2020 ~ 3rd Sunday of Advent 

  
WWee  GGaatthheerr  iinn  JJooyy  

 
PRELUDE          “Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates” David N. Johnson 
(Please listen quietly to the prelude as the community prepares for worship) 
 
POURING OF THE BAPTISMAL WATER 
 
WELCOME 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP  (from Psalm 126) 
 
THE 3RD ADVENT CANDLE: Joy 
 Pat and Buzz Joseph 
 
UNISON PRAYER 

Dear God, help us to get ready for your arrival.   
Sometimes it seems that the path to you is lost, overgrown by the weeds 

of commercialism.   
Show us that path, so that healing and wholeness can 

come into our lives.   
Without the love and forgiveness and strength that only 

you can give us, our lives are unfulfilled.   
With them, we lay life's burdens at your feet with songs 

of joy.  Amen. 
 

+THE ADVENT GIVING - THE CHRISTMAS JOY OFFERING 
You are invited to bring forward your offering for the PC (USA) 

Christmas Joy offering 

 
 
 
 

 
 
HYMN #2 vv. 1, 2         “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus” HYFRYDOL 

(See insert for the hymn.  You are encouraged to meditate on the words instead of singing 
while the music is played) 

 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (responsively) 

…This we confess.   
Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.   

 
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
 
+THE PEACE OF CHRIST    
        

WWee  LLiisstteenn  ffoorr  tthhee  WWoorrdd  ooff  tthhee  LLoorrdd 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
(You are invited to say the “amen” aloud.) 
 

LESSONS FROM THE SCRIPTURES 
 
        Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11 (ESV, adapted) This is the year of God’s favor. 

          The Word of the Lord. / Thanks be to God.  
 
I Thessalonians 5:16–24      Rejoice always and pray constantly. 

          The Word of the Lord. / Thanks be to God  
 

SOLO                         “Advent Carol”                          Richard Avery and Donald Marsh 
                                   Sung by Rob Kolb 

 
Luke 1:46b–55     Mary sings a joyful song. 
 The Word of the Lord. / Thanks be to God.    
 
SERMON “Doing Great” 
 

WWee  RReessppoonndd  iinn  JJooyyffuull  FFaaiitthh  wwiitthh  TThhaannkkssggiivviinngg  
 

HYMN #16 vv. 1, 4  “The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came” GABRIEL’S MESSAGE 
(See insert for the hymn.  You are encouraged to meditate on the words instead of singing 

while the music is played) 
 



 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (Adapted from The Prologue of John) 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things were made 
through him, and without him nothing was made.  

What was made in him was life, and the life was the light of humankind. The 
light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not been able to 
overcome it.  

The true light that enlightens everyone was coming into the world. He was in 
the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not 
know him. He came to his own home, and his own people did not receive 
him. But to those who received him, who believed in his name, he gave 
power to become children of God.  

And the Word became flesh and lived among us. We have seen his glory, 
glory as from the only Son of the Father. 

    
LIFE OF THE CHURCH, JOYS & CONCERNS 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  and THE LORD’S PRAYER      
 “debts/debtors” (Traditional, Hymnal, p. 16)   
TITHES AND OFFERING 
(You can deposit in the plate in the back before or after worship) 
 
PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

  
WWee  GGoo  OOuutt  ttoo  SSeerrvvee  iinn  tthhee  NNaammee  ooff  CChhrriisstt  

 

HYMN (insert) vv. 1, 2 “Jesus Comes with Clouds Descending” to ODE TO JOY 

(See insert for the hymn.  You are encouraged to meditate on the words instead of 
singing while the music is played) 

 
CHARGE & BENEDICTION 
 
+POSTLUDE      “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus” John Marsh  

 
 
 
 

 
STONE CHURCH WELCOMES YOU TO WORSHIP 

December 13, 2020 ~ 3rd Sunday in Advent ~ 10:30 a.m. 

 
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, 

engaging in worship that inspires and challenges us to learn and grow 
as we reach out in caring and service, trusting in the love of God.  

 
All the People, Ministers 

 
 Stone Presbyterian Church         Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor 
 PO Box 33, 8 South Park Row                         G. Roberts Kolb, Director of Music  
 Clinton, New York 13323           Gerald G. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 
 315-853-2933 Janice LeFrois, Office Administrator 
 stonepres@stonepres.org                                               Lee Kelso, Sexton 

www.stonepres.org ~ www.facebook.com/stonepres 
www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 



 



 
Jesus Comes with Clouds Descending 

ODE TO JOY 

                            Charles Wesley, 1758 – Adapted/Revised, Dennis Dewey 2017 

 
Jesus comes with clouds descending, Lamb of God for sinners slain! 
Thousands of the saints attending join to sing the glad refrain: 
Alleluia! Alleluia to the Lord who comes again! 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Christ the Lord returns to reign! 

 
Yes! Amen! Let all adore you, seated on the throne of grace; 
Peoples of the earth rejoice as they behold you face-to-face! 
Alleluia! Come, Lord Jesus, let your grace and love be shown! 
Come, Lord Jesus, come to help us; come to heal and save your own! 
 
We who saw you crucified and lifted high upon the cross 
Now are filled with joy to see you, joy that overcomes all loss! 
There upon the clouds of heaven we our true Messiah see, 
Bringing justice, peace and mercy, joy in setting captives free! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Prayer Request: 
 

Bonnie Felshaw 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Jeff Kolb 

Hamilton College 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 

  

JOY SUNDAY:  Today is the third Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays 

in Advent a special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service.  Last week 

we lighted the candle of Peace. This week we light the candle of JOY. Our offering for JOY will be 

directed to the Presbyterian Mission Agency and will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board 

of Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance 

program benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides 

financial assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges.  As is our custom, 

this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Please be generous in supporting 

ministers and Presbyterian educational institutions and participants.  Thank you 

 

LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE:  Come join us at Stone Presbyterian 

Church on Monday, 12/21/20 @ 6:00 p.m. It is the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night service for those experiencing grief, loss or 

hardship during the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, facing life after divorce or 

separation, coping with the loss of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be difficult. The 

pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the 

in-person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  

A Zoom link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 
  

HOPE HOUSE:  This month’s wish list includes the following: BREAKFAST CEREAL, 

COFFEE, SUGAR, HOT CHOCOLATE, BUTTER OR MARGARINE, DEODORANT, 

SHAMPOO, CONDITIONER, NAPKINS, TOILET PAPER.  Any donation that you designate for 

food or personal needs will greatly be appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 

ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 

THE COUNTRY PANTRY:  The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items: 

KIDSPAK items or MONEY FOR MILK. 

 

FAIR TRADE SHOPPE: GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 

holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or 

perhaps you just want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with 

unique artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We have a 

lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth of the season by 

giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures artisans and small farmers fair 

wages and healthy working conditions, providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to 

marginalized people from 38 different countries. The Fair Trade Shop is temporarily closed but you 

can shop by making an appointment by calling  315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to 

wear a face mask.  Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will 

be allowed inside the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop!! 

 

 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 

donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 

House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  

These organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance, Ceil Gilbert, 

Treasurer, Women’s Association. 

                

                                         THE CALENDAR  
    
                                        

Monday – 12/14/20:                    7:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.                    Session Meeting 

Thursday – 12/17/20:                  10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.                   Fair Trade Shoppe              

Saturday – 12/19/20:                   10:00 a.m.- 4:00 p.m.                     Fair Trade Shoppe 

Sunday – 12/20/20:                     10:30 a.m.                                      Worship 

Monday – 12/21/20:                    6:00 p.m.                          The Longest Night Ecumenical Service 

Monday – 12/21/20:                    All Day                                          Office Closed 

Thursday -  12/24/20:                  7:00 p.m.                       Christmas Eve Service - in-person & online 

 

 

Want to see what else is on the 

calendar?  Go to our Web page –     

stonepres.org & click on the 

“CALENDAR ICON” 

 

 

PRAYER CHAIN:  If you would like to add 

someone to our prayer list or would like to receive the 

prayer list for daily prayer, please go to our website 

www.stonepres.org and click on “Prayer Request”  
 
 
 
 

Members/Friends of the Week: 

 

Pat & Buzz Joseph 

Julie Milograno & Michael Britton 

Nancy Prevost 

 

 

 


