
 

                                                      

         WORSHIP AT STONE IN JUNE 

                 All services will be virtual unless congregating restrictions are lifted by the government.   
                                             Watch our web page and Facebook site!  
  
 
 
June 7, 2020 – Trinity Sunday – The Lord’s Supper 
Genesis 1:1-2:4a   The Creation Story. 
Psalm 8   How majestic is God’s name in all the earth!  
2 Corinthians 13:11-13   Put things in order.  
Matthew 28:16-20   The Great Commission. 
Sermon:  “Beck and Call” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
 

 

June 14, 2020 – 2nd Sunday after Pentecost  
Genesis 18:1-15   A son is promised to Abraham and Sarah.  
Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19   What shall I return to the Lord?  
Romans 5:1-8   We are justified by faith.   
Matthew 9:35-10:8   The call and mission of the twelve apostles.  
Sermon:  “Proclaim—It’s More Than Words” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  
 

 

June 21, 2020 – 3rd Sunday after Pentecost 
Genesis 21:8-21   Hagar and Ishmael sent away. 
Psalm 86:1-10, 16-17   A petition for God to listen to our cries. 
Romans 6:1b-11   We have died and risen with Christ. 
Matthew 10:24-39   Jesus teaches with “hard sayings.”  
Rob Kolb preaching  
 

 
 
June 28, 2020 – 4th Sunday after Pentecost 
Genesis 22:1-14   God tests Abraham’s faith. 
Psalm 13   A plea for God to remember the steadfast. 
Romans 6:12-23   We are no longer slaves to sin. 
Matthew 10:40-42   Whoever welcomes Jesus welcomes God. 
Sermon:  “The Friend of My Friend” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 

 

JUNE 2020 

 Stone Church ~ The Church on the Green 

The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of 

Christ, engaging in worship that inspires and challenges us to learn and 

grow as we reach out in caring and service, trusting in the love of God.  
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Mr. Community  

 

“Life’s most persistent and urgent question is, ‘What are 
you doing for others?’” –Martin Luther King, Jr. 

Forty years ago in April, I was trying convince a 
recruiter from General Electric in Utica that I was good 
enough to be in their engineering program.  I’ll never 
forget the recruiter because he was such as ardent 
supporter of the company that when he left a voicemail 
he would end it with, “…so please call me back.  Again, 
it’s Bill Rudge; that’s r-u-d-G-E!” 

Well, I managed to convince them to give me a shot and 
when I came out from Dayton, Ohio to search for an 
apartment, based on a recommendation from the 
personnel department I just happen to end up in Clinton, NY where GE recruiter, Bill Rudge happened 
to live.  Thus, began a four-decade relationship. 

As pictured above, in March 2019 I was privileged to present Bill the first-ever Community Volunteer 
Award at the annual Clinton Chamber of Commerce meeting and it was appropriate that he should be 
the first one.  In fact, I might suggest it be named after him!  At the event I mentioned a few things that 
showed what a community volunteer and leader extraordinaire that Bill was. 

Besides GE I really got to know Bill through Boy Scouts and the troops we had in Clinton and 
sponsored by Stone Presbyterian Church.  He had been an active Scouter in Boy Scouts for over 40 
years, including being a Scoutmaster, and instituting an annual Eagle Scout recognition dinner for the 
entire council that I now chair.   

 Bill was a 50-year Charter member, two-time President of the Kiwanis Club of Clinton and up until this 
year was still involved with fundraising efforts like Christmas Tree Sales and the Annual Pancake 
Breakfast. 

Bill was also member of the Mohawk Valley Engineers Executive Council and initiator and leader of the 
annual Project SITES—Student Introduction to Engineering and Science luncheon and career day for 
secondary school students, which I have supported in years that I could. 

He was also active for decades with the General Electric Elfuns, a group of retired GE professionals who 
do volunteer work in the community, such as fixing things up at the Children’s Museum in Utica or 
helping elderly groups with their income tax. 

He was a dedicated supporter of the Country Pantry, Clinton Lions Club and he and his wife Bev 
covered voter registration all day every election year for the Board of Elections. 

He was a trained lay leader and long-time active member of the Clinton United Methodist Church and 
key supporter of things like the annual Prayer Breakfast. 

Perhaps Bill is most known for the Kirkland Community Blood Drives, which up until this year he led 
all blood drives in our community since he organized the first one in 1968.  At the blood drive in 
September 2019, the American Red Cross recognized Bill and the volunteers with certificates and a 
letter from Governor Andrew Cuomo for a half century of service that has resulted in nearly 45,000 units 
of donated blood (5,625 gallons) of which Bill personally donated 25 gallons. 
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There were even little-known things, like such as being chief maintainer of the village sign for a few 
decades, first when Kiwanis did it, then this century when the Boy Scout troop did it, and then largely by 
himself after the troop folded with support from a couple of others until last year when the Kirkland Town 
Library and its volunteers took over. 

Of course, all of this was possible by having the most patient and supportive spouse in the world that 
enabled him to do all these things, his wife Bev.   

But the measure of a person is not by what they have done, but by whom they have affected.  People don’t 
care who you are until they know that you care.  Even at the volunteer award breakfast, Bill requested that I 
first ask for prayers for a person who had a health issue that had just arose and he button-holed a couple of 
people on some items he wanted them to do.  He was always a man in motion.  I told Bill the last time I 
spoke with him that his last words would be, “Oh, and one more thing we have to do…”  He chuckled and 
said, “You’re right!” 

He was the greatest yet humblest community volunteer, I've ever known, who lived out his Christian faith 
in action.  Thousands of lives were saved by life-giving blood.  Hundreds of boys who got their moral and 
character developed and defined by scouting.  Thousands of students who gained invaluable exposure to 
technology to help prepare them for the future.  And many, many more who have benefited from him, 
particularly me.   

I was fortunate to talk with Bill five days before his passing when I learned, while donating blood on 
Saturday 5/16/20, that he was in hospice.  Though I could not visit him at the retirement community due to 
the pandemic restrictions, I was able to call and talk with him for a while.  It was a little surreal talking 
with the man that sounded like the one I’d always known as we reminisced on our time together and the 
time he had left.  He thanked me for my friendship and I did the same, and he said Bev would need our 
continued friendship after he was gone, since it would be difficult for her, of course.  I said, fortunately, 
there were many people who will be glad to check on her, including me.  Then we said good-bye—God be 
with ye.  

Bill Rudge was a man of character, a man of duty and a man of faith.   

And we all know that as he comes before his Master and the Master sees what he has done with the talents 
given to him, the Master will have said to him, “Well done, good and faithful servant!  Enter into the joy of 
your Master!”  And Bill will have said, “Thank you, Lord.  And I have some ideas of what we could do…” 

Shalom, 

  

 

 

 

Bill’s obituary can be found on the Owens-Pavlot & Rogers Funeral Service web site: 

https://owenspavlotrogers.com/tribute/details/2500/William-Rudge-III/obituary.html#tribute-start 
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One person’s view of God, Mission & Church in the time of CV-19 

 

I know I personally feel overloaded with opinions, sounds and sights from a very challenging few months. We, 
the people inhabiting this universe in the late winter/early spring of 2020, have never before faced the myriad 
challenges, tragedies, joys and uncertainties that this particular disease has caused. The consequence we are 
facing is a loud loud  LOUD noise of opinions, ideas and images, all of which are trying to pack what is going 
on now into a framework that our collective past has provided. But everything doesn’t fit within the old 
template and the amount of uncertainty and noise keeps ramping up.  And yet, I personally am doing fine.  
Yes, we all are doing things differently, but it truly is fine. If I disregard inconveniences and uncertainties, the 
basic things in my life and, more importantly, the values I hold important have really not changed. And yet all 
around me there is this bombardment regarding the new reality.  

As other Church friends have done so capably, I can share with you how I have managed amidst the 
bombardment of CV-19 and “stay at home” orders. This is not to say, I have a special share of wisdom or did 
such important things. In fact, I generally feel as if I served little while observing overwhelming need.  
Basically, I did what I usually do, but I had more uninterrupted time in which to do it.  

 I have read some good entertaining books, stretched my brain by finding new information and completing 
challenging puzzles, worked on needlework, kept up with correspondence, had fun trying new recipes with 
different flavors and varied techniques, reorganized closets and spent a great amount of time getting exercise 
and walking my beloved dog, Lucy.  Plus, five of my weeks of “stay at home” were spent in Florida with our 
daughter Laura, her husband, Mike and our two grandchildren, Sophia and Isabella. Neither John nor I have 
ever spent that much time with them and we had an absolute ball.  Besides the quantity of time I spent in these 
activities, I made sure to always be grateful, and to always make sure I was doing what I could to provide 
meaningful help and to not contribute to the useless noise. 

As I mentioned before, the foundation of my life has not been affected by CV-19:  my faith, my trust in God’s 
loving care and awareness of my responsibility to help serve others has not changed. What did change was the 
amount of time I spent regarding those whose lives have been so adversely affected by a changing world. What 
did shift was my awareness of what I could do to help. I basically opened myself up to the world by paying 
more and better attention. I spent a lot more time staying in touch with people; although far away, I did not 
neglect my Church responsibilities and investigated what was happening at Hope House, The Country Pantry, 
and at Stone Church;   I checked with others to see what their needs were;  and I paid attention to being a good 
listener.  Most of all I made sure to count and share my many blessings. 

While the restrictions associated with the Covid-19 pandemic are starting to ease, there still will be a long 
period of uncertainty and change. What seems right today, will not work tomorrow. And how you and I adjust 
will have to be on an “as needed” basis. Hope House is tentatively planning to return to a more familiar system 
and schedule in mid-June. Volunteers will again be welcomed. The Country Pantry anticipates a long hard 
period of high demand for food assistance as the economic trials are forecast to continue for a considerable 
amount of time. As ever, we can help.  

 People will enjoy the return to a more open society but remain fearful and uncertain. Our responsibilities as 
Christians will remain unchanged. Our values and willingness to provide what support we can will be 
unchanged. And personally, my appreciation for God’s care and the love and support of Stone Church remain. 
The noise and uncertainty are made less important by this care and our Church.  Let us each try to block the 
noise as we count and share our blessings. 

Mary Ann 
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DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the first 

Sunday of each month. All of the loose money 

collected on those Sundays will go to support the 

ministry of the Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons - Jim 

Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda Rance, 

Mary Chamberlain, Barbara Greene, Trish Harris 

& Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

    I don't know about you, but I'm looking at things a little 
differently these days.  I am discovering that I have received 
blessings I never before realized were blessings.  
     For example, I had always believed that I rescued my 
shelter dog.  It is now obvious that she is the one who rescued 
me.  During this time, when there would otherwise be no 
appointments or structure  in my day, I can always look 
forward to seeing "10:30am---Walk with Peaches" on my 
calendar.  This is a happy time for both of us and a blessing. 
     Another discovery has been that technology isn't as bad as I 
had thought.  I have always disliked cell phones, especially 
when being forced to be privy to someone's business as they 
shout their cell phone conversation while perusing the aisles of 
Hannaford.  Recently, however, I have experienced the joy of 
skyping with children and grandchildren.  I have enjoyed 
attending virtual church services and that would not be 
possible without technology.  So, I am willing to concede that 
technology has been a good thing and a blessing.  
     For these things I am indeed thankful!  What unexpected 
blessings have you discovered during your quarantine?? 

     Wishing you God's blessings and looking forward to seeing 
you soon. 

MAY 11TH SESSION HIGHLIGHTS 

 

The regularly scheduled meeting of the session of Stone Presbyterian Church was held Monday May ll. @ 7:00 p.m. by 
way of virtual due to the events caused by COVID-19. 

Devotions included some of our trials and tribulations during this mandatory stay at home time.  

On May 2, 2020 the Session voted and approved Lauralyn Kolb’s request to use the Sanctuary for the B# scholarship 
competition for high school students. This year’s competition was postponed and the B# Club is trying to find a way to 
hold a virtual competition where the applicants would perform in a local church. Their performance would be video 
recorded and sent to their adjudicators who would assess and award prizes—plans yet to be determined. 

The new online giving tool Giveify was worked on by Dave White who corrected the problem and the Giveify button 
has been fixed.  

Because church services were video recorded for us through Facebook, the loose change offering for the Deacons is 
hurting even though members have been faithfully sending in their pledges. 

Mary Ann Stiefvater is working on the next Stewardship Campaign. It is uncertain when our annual Blanket Sunday 
date will held. 

The Building Fair Trade Shoppe has been closed since March. The committee plans to have one customer at a time by 
appointment only. Masks and gloves must be worn. There will be cleaning solution, hand sanitizer and paper towels on 
hand. Dave White will take phone calls and someone will be at the shop to assist each customer. 

The Deacons have been staying in touch with folks by sending cards, emails and phone calls. Helen Leonard delivered 
an Easter lily to Deb LaFont. Mary Chamberlain and Grace Whittemore are making masks and sharing them folks. 

If and when we open for church services, there will be a need to wear masks, no hospitality time & no hugging—
possibly by June. Face masks and hand sanitizers have been ordered. In May, however we will continue worship 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: FACE 

MASKS, JUICE BOXES, TOILETRIES (SUCH AS SOAP & SHAMPOO) AND PLASTIC BAGS. 

Any donation that you designate for food or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, 

contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

THE HOPE HOUSE WILL REOPEN ON MONDAY, JUNE 15TH. 

Our needs: Grains! Cereal, rice, rice products, noodles, spaghetti, hamburger helper or similar 
grain products. 
We will be serving 900 families on June 3rd. That date may change to the 4th but at this point we need 
grains toward the date of the 3rd. 

The country pantry served 798 families the month of April. items for the kidspack are still in demand. Items 
such as kid friendly crackers, soup, cereal, granola bars, peanut butter etc. Also needed is pasta and 
jars of sauce. 

As of 4/26/2020, we have 

raised $1,552.00 towards 

our $2,000.00 goal. 

THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  Rural Bangladesh artisan, Ranu 
Paul relies on handcrafting to support herself and her family.  Creating fair 
trade terracotta bread-warmers has allowed her to pay for her daughter’s 
marriage and her son’s education.  This bread-warmer and many, many more 
beautiful handcrafted items, including baskets, exquisite jewelry, 
collectibles, wood items, chocolate and food items, clothing, and toys from 
38 different countries can be found in our Fair Trade Shoppe, Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton.  If you are looking for a 

gift for ANY occasion, look no further, for we have 
gifts that are second to none.  Purchasing fair trade ensures artisans and small 
farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, providing dignity, sustainable 
development, and hope to marginalized people.  Due to the corona virus situation, 
we will NOT be present at the Farmer’s Market on the Village Green.  Hours are by 
appointment only, by calling 315-853-1070.  For more information, contact 
Lauralyn Kolb, lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://
buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or like us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/
buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

The Country Pantry is in need for items for the kids packs. At this time a monetary donation  
mailed to P.O. Box 76 is the best way to go. 

Want to see what else is on the calendar?   
You don’t have to call the office.  Go to 
our home web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at the top or 
on the calendar icon: 
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Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that is also 
available as an app on your smart mobile 
device.  Check it out on our web page.   

      Heavenly Father, thank youth that you 
are the source of all true joy in life.  Help 
us to find our joy in you. May your voice 
sound clearly above all others while we are 
apart..  May your peace be in our hearts, 
your grace be in our words, your love be in 
our hands and your joy be in our souls. 
May your love surround us, your Spirit 
guide us, your voice cheer us, your peace 
calm us, your shield protect us, and your 
wisdom arm us, wherever you may lead 
us.  Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The office will be closed on 
Wednesdays  starting July 8th 
through the month of August.  
We will resume regular hours 

on September 2nd.. 

LOOK WHOSE ZOOMIN’ WHO? 

“We started in May to have our Hospitality Time at 11:30 a.m. after worship with a Zoom meeting 
(how else?).  It has been more enjoyable than you might have thought and great to see and hear 
our church friends. Pastor Scott sends out an email invitation for people to attend.  If you haven’t 
gotten an invitation and would like one, email the pastor at srleonard@roadrunner.com.” 
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REMEMBER IN PRAYER 

 

The Rudge Family 

The Moore Family 

Pete Robinson 

All who are effected by this global pandemic 

Phil Conley 

Sherry Robinson 

Pat Joseph 

Mandy Machold 

Debra LaFont 

Matt Fletcher 

Jason & Tanya Hamshar 

Andrew Bering 

Elaine Heekin 

Grace Whittemore 

Tiffany Heintz 

Dorothy Alberico 

Anna Gogel 

David Harris 

4 - Krystal Pavlot 

5 - Nola Monohan 

14 - Amanda Lalonde 

  Simon Bishop 

15 - Bill Henry 

16 - Christine Menard 

17  - Adam Blanks 

19 - David Kolb 

23 - Kevin Bering 

29 - Paul Joseph 

30 - Caleb Fletcher 

 

               JUNE BIRTHDAYS 

      HAPPY ANNIVERSARY!! 

WANTED: YOUR PER 

CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 
are now being readily accepted!!! Our per 
capita charge this year is $41.14 per member. 
The church is assessed this amount for each 
member on the membership roll. The per 
capita is the cost of our representative 
democracy as a church and supports the 
meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please 
consider sending your per capita either 
directly to the church office (P.O. Box 33, 
Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with 
your pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

 

6-25-60 Frank & Grace Whittemore 

6-06-70 Pete & Donna Goodfriend 

To all the father’s ,dad’s, 

dada’s, Pop’s Poppa’s….We 

want to wish you a very special 

day!  
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THINGS I HAVE LEARNED DURING THE 2020 
PANDEMIC 
By Linda Rance 

 

1.  Social distancing of 6 ft. is OK for when you are outside…..but 
when inside with another person….6 ft. is not nearly enough!!! (Sorry 
Hal!) 
2.  Who said that hairdressers weren’t essential workers?? (must have 
been a bald guy) 
3.  Why is it that now that we have so much more free time it takes 4 
times as long to read a book??? 
4.  Cooking new recipes every week was so much fun….but now the 
fun has gone away!!! 
5.  When I used to hear the word ZOOM I thought a car was driving 
by. Now when I hear the word I realize that I need to comb my hair and 
put on some lipstick!! 
6.  I can’t believe I sometimes complained about going to a meeting or 
some obligation I had to do……I can’t WAIT to go to a meeting and 
be given some sort of assignment!  (Scott…don’t get any ideas!!) 
7.  I have learned how wonderful the phone, the internet, texting, 
Skyping, Video Messaging etc. are!!! It has kept us in contact with our 
family and so many friends. 
8.  I have learned that there are so many caring and loving people in 
my life….and how blessed I am! 
9.  It use to be that people ran away if you went somewhere with a 
mask on….now they run away if you don’t have one on! 
10. I have learned you can get by in life with only 2 outfits…as long as 
they have an elastic waistband!!  (Oh dear!!) 
11. I have always appreciated my Church family but during these 
trying times I really appreciate Scott, Rob, Helen and Donna. Thank 
you for the wonderful Sunday services. I miss all my church “buddies” 
and can’t wait until we are worshiping together again. 

EVERYONE TAKE CARE AND STAY SAFE!! 
 

THINGS I HAVE LEARNED DURING THE 2020 
PANDEMIC 
By Hal Rance 

 
1.  Bigfoot’s name is really Daryl !!!!!!   (Guess that sums it up!!!) 
 

MY TIME DURING ISOLATION 

Mornings are usually spent in my office on 

my computer, although lately there hasn’t 

been as much to do as ordinarily.  I try to 

get a walk in after lunch most days.  Some 

days I play solitaire for awhile with real 

cards, not on the computer, then I work on 

my crocheting (holiday gifts for Hope 

House clients).   Lately I’ve been able to sit 

on my patio in the afternoon, reading my 

bird book and watching my birds.  I have 

lots of different kinds of birds that I have 

never had here before, including a couple 

Baltimore orioles, as long as I keep them 

supplied with oranges.  I think my favorite 

birds to watch are the hummingbirds.  They 

are amazing!  

I’ve started some seedlings (Znnias and 

Marigolds) in yogurt containers and egg 

cartons.  With one batch, I had sprouts 

within 4 days from planting.  I’m planning 

on putting them in pots for my patio. 

Earlier on I cleaned out my kitchen 

cupboards.  I have a list of other projects to 

do, but somehow I just haven’t gotten to 

them.  I must admit I’m not stressed out, as 

I have heard some people are.  My son calls 

me every day and about once a week I get 

to Skype with my grandkids. I go grocery 

shopping early (during designated times for 

Seniors) a couple times a month and I have 

stuff delivered from the drug store and 

Agway. On Sunday afternoons I usually 

take a ride somewhere. This last Sunday I 

went to Old Forge. Just a way to see some 

different scenery for a little while. I’m 

keeping a diary (maybe my grandkids 

would like to read it someday).  Life could 

be a lot worse! 

Ceil Gilbert 
May 20, 2020 
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THE 5TH ANNUAL COMMUNITY 

COLLECTION DAY  
on the Clinton village green sponsored by the 

Clinton Area Ministerium:  Support the Country 

Pantry with your donation of non-perishable foods 

now planned for Saturday, June 6, 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 

noon.  Drive through and we will take your donation 

with you leaving your vehicle.  Let’s fill up the gazebo 

or donate instead!   

Items collected will offset the increased demand 

experienced by The Country Pantry during the summer 

and with the effects of the pandemic.  Protein sources 

(nut butters, canned fish/meats), canned fruit, 100% 

juice and canned vegetables are priority items, but all 

non-perishable goods will be accepted.  With every 

food donation, you will have the opportunity for free 

recycling of small electronics and paper-shredding of 

documents. And don’t forget to bring your bottles/cans 

to support the Boynton Pool- and purchase a 

membership while your here! Thank you for your 

support!  

Want to see what else is on the 
t have to call 

the office.  Go to our home web 
stonepres.org, and click on 

tab at the top or on 

WHEN WILL WE BE ABLE TO WORSHIP IN CHURCH AGAIN? 
 
This is the question we all have.  The session, the presbytery, and PC (USA) have been discussing and working on for 
some time.  PC (USA) has provided some excellent guidelines and resources that we have reviewed and discussed at 
presbytery and session.  Suffice to say, there are a number of factors.  One, of course, is following the state and local 
direction and CDC guidelines.  Oneida County is now in Phase 1, which does allowed gatherings of 10 or fewer people.  
It will likely be July before we move into the phases that allow larger gatherings.   
 
We have considered small prayer groups or allowing a small number to attend a worship service on Sunday, but there 
are a number of logistical items to consider, e.g., people would have to wear masks and if they don’t have one, we 
would have to have them available or turn people away (and we have ordered some masks); we would have to 
thoroughly clean wherever people congregated in a building where we have trouble just keeping the cobwebs at bay 
and people would have to sit six feet apart; we need touchless hand sanitizers (which we have ordered) to have at 
strategic locations; if we had a service with people in the building, we would still have to have online services because 
not everyone could or would (given the risk from people’s age and health conditions) come and doing both is a 
challenge; and we also have to worry about what happens if someone who comes test positive for COVID-19, which 
would mean thorough cleaning and self-isolation for 14 days for those present.   
 
For all these reasons the pastor and the session (and most of the churches in the presbytery) agree that we should not 
rush into opening too quickly and make sure that we have the proper protocols and things in place before we do.  While 
we yearn to be together in the flesh, we know that we are together in the spirit (and social media!) and that the church is 
not the building, but is us as followers of Christ in all that we do and say.  We thank you for your patience and 
understanding and if you have any questions, comments, or concerns, please contact anyone on session or the pastor.  
God bless you and keep safe! 
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Historical Period Revisited—A Glimpse into Stone Church’s Past                                  

Alice J. Ellinwood (1881-1942) Missionary to (Siam) Thailand - October 1911 to October 1940 

 

The brass Memorial Cross was dedicated in 1948 in memory of Alice Ellinwood 

who was born in Clinton and lived on Brimfield Street before attending the 

University of Wisconsin.  In 1911, the Board of Foreign Missions of the 

Presbyterian Church sent her to Bangkok, Thailand.  For many years she taught 

at the Wattana Witta Ya Academy for girls and later became principal of that 

school. 

The women’s study group, named the Hudson Bible Class started by the former 

Rev. Thomas Hudson, supported Alice with continued letters of encouragement, 

money for her personal use as well as supplies for the school, and prayer as 

evidenced by the letters in our missionary archives.  Alice endured occasional 

periods of personal health problems, and experienced an unstable government 

and unsettled conditions in an agricultural country with rice as its chief product.  

But she was pleased that many of the schoolgirls could continue their education 

either in the Philippines, or go on to the University of Bangkok, and that others 

would become teachers or nurses.  Alice also taught bible class and if any girls 

wished to commit to joining the church, the school first had to obtain the parents’ approval.  

While in Bangkok, she adopted two girls Payow and Branbee.  There is a heartwarming true story about her 

adopted daughter Payow who came to her at age six very thin and malnourished.  At the time Alice didn’t know 

Payow carried the tubercle bacillus and it didn’t manifest itself until age 15. 

Before the child had been with Alice very long, Alice soon discovered that Payow didn’t know what the word 

truth meant and only that it was wrong to get caught stealing or lying.  An experience with another missionary 

playmate made her realize lying was wrong and in her evening prayer one night said, “Dear God, help me to be 

honest like my friend.”  From then on she made a real effort to conquer her faults but she did not always 

succeed.  Months passed and her new friend returned to America with her parents on a furlough.  Meanwhile 

God called her good friend home.  Payow said “My friend is with Jesus now.  She is such a good girl, Mother.  

Why did God not let her come back here to help us to be better Christians?”  And again there was a new effort 

by Payow to be honest and this time she conquered.  She united with the Church and had a sincere faith in 

Christ. 

In 1940, ill health forced Alice home to the United States and she was confined to the Clifton Springs Hospital 

until her death in February 1942 at age 58.  While hospitalized, she became concerned about her missionary 

colleagues, who because of Japan taking over Thailand in 1941, had to escape to Burma to continue their 

missionary work. 

It was fitting for the Hudson Bible Class to purchase and give the cross as a Memorial to Alice Ellinwood, a 

member of Stone Presbyterian Church, and who the class faithfully befriended and encouraged during her 

nearly 30 years of missionary service.   

 

Midge Bakos      
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge 

Bakos and Janice LeFrois who have col-

lated, folded, taped and labeled this issue 

of The Corner Stone just for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of  the July/
Aug newsletter is Wednesday, June 17th. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 


