
 

                                                      

         WORSHIP AT STONE IN APRIL 

  
All services will be virtual (Facebook Live and/or Zoom) unless congregating restrictions are lifted by the 

government.  Watch our web page and Facebook site!  

 April 5, 2020 – Passion/Palm Sunday – The Lord’s Supper  
Isaiah 50:4-9a  A song of God’s servant / a prayer for vindication 
Psalm 31:9-16  A prayer for vindication 
Philippians 2:5-11  Have the mind of Christ among you. 
Matthew 21:11-11  Jesus enters Jerusalem in fulfillment of prophecy. 
Sermon:  “Tongue Tied” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
 

 
April 9, 2020 – Maundy Thursday – The Lord’s Supper 
7:00 p.m. Tenebrae service of light and darkness. 
  

April 10, 2020  Good Friday Service  
12:00 p.m. The Passion Story. 

 
 
April 12, 2020 – Easter Sunday – The Lord’s Supper 
Acts 10:34-43  God shows no partiality. 
Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24  he stone rejected has become the cornerstone. 
Colossians 3:1-4  Set your minds on the things that are above. 
Matthew 28:1-10  The women find an empty tomb.    
Sermon:  “All Rise” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 

 

 
April 19, 2020 – 1st Sunday of Easter  
Acts 2:14a, 22-32  Peter preaches about the resurrection. 
Psalm 16  God shows me the path of life. 
1 Peter 1:3-9  We have been born again to a life full of hope. 
John 20:19-31  Jesus appears to a doubting disciple.  
Sermon:  “The Lowdown” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
 

 
April 26, 2020 – 2nd Sunday of Easter  
Acts 2:14a, 36-41  Peter invites everyone to repent and be baptized. 
Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19  The Lord has answered me in my distress. 
1 Peter 1:17-23  You have been ransomed by Christ and born anew. 
Luke 24:13-35  Jesus meets disciples on the road to Emmaus. 
Sermon:  “Road Trip” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 

APRIL 2020 

 Stone Church ~ The Church on the Green 

The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of 

Christ, engaging in worship that inspires and challenges us to learn and 

grow as we reach out in caring and service, trusting in the love of God.  
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 Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen 

“I have been driven many times upon my knees by the overwhelming 
conviction that I had no where else to go. My own wisdom and that of all about 
me seemed insufficient for that day.” – Abraham Lincoln 

Gobsmacked.  Disbelief.  That’s how I feel and you probably do too.  The corona 
virus and its spread has been hard to comprehend.  At first it didn’t seem that big of 
deal.  Another new virus for us to deal with, like others before.  And it didn’t seem 
particularly deadly, not like Ebola or even influenza.  The medical authorities were 
warning us, though, we needed to take action—and more drastically and more 
quickly than we thought.   

I was getting ready to leave an office in Maryland on Friday, March 13th after my third week of going down 
there and back when I got word that my company was instituting travel restrictions, so I didn’t travel back 
the following week (or anywhere else).  I cancelled the March 15th worship the night before (though 
someone showed up that we forgot to notify and got private service—at a social distance) and we cancelled 
the rest of the ecumenical Lenten series, starting with my turn on March 17th.  Then New York State started 
issuing further restrictions.  Still, the number of cases of COVID-19 and deaths from it didn’t seem as bad as 
the flu and while my pre-frontal neo-cortex was listening and obeying, the limbic, emotional system wasn’t 
feeling it.  It was the old “boiling frog syndrome”.  That is; if you put a frog in boiling water it will jump 
right out, but if you put it in water at room temperature and slowly turn up the heat if won’t perceive it and 
will boil to death.  It turns out it’s not true, but the syndrome of lack of perception in incrementalism is true; 
we tend to notice and feel things only when they hit us in the face.   

But as time has gone on, the limbic side has caught up to the logical side and is trying to pass it.  Now it’s no 
longer, “Is it really that bad?”, but rather, “This is really bad!”  The entire world has been turned upside 
down and all of society at the same time, arguably unprecedented in human history.  It’s scary and there are 
no soothsaying words that can paper over the reality.   

But that does not mean there isn’t comfort.  Viktor Frankl in his book “Man’s Search for Meaning,” 
describes his time in a German concentration camp as a Jew.  He noted that the people whose identities were 
based on their positions and stature in business and society were the most likely to give up, but the ones who 
had faith, even while wondering how this could ever have happened, were the ones that survived best.  And 
that has been true throughout history.  In fact, Christianity was born out of the very persecution by the 
Romans for the first 300 years. 

We are reminded from the March 15th epistle lesson from Romans 5:3-5, “And not only that, but we also 
boast in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, and endurance produces character, and 
character produces hope, and hope does not disappoint us, because God’s love has been poured into our 
hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us.” 

But not to be able to come together to worship is really hard for most of us, particularly during Holy Week 
when whole families come for Palm Sunday and Easter.  But thanks to technology that wasn’t available even 
15 years ago, we can still worship together virtually, either through Facebook Live (as we have been since 
March 22) and/or Zoom (for smaller more interactive events like Maundy Thursday).  Because while our 
worship and practices have to adapt, our faith does not.  We are still followers of Christ, still a community of 
faith that seeks to know God and do good works in God’s name.  The current crisis will pass, though we will 
be inexorably changed from it, perhaps better in some ways.  Perhaps we will be more humble, more 
empathetic and more grateful. 

So as we continue our journey through uncharted waters, I leave you with these words of Paul from Romans 
15:3, “May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope by 
the power of the Holy Spirit.” 

Shalom, 
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Midge Bakos 

Historical Period Revisited—A Glimpse into Stone Church’s Past                                  

Mission in the Early Years—A Significant Ministry (Part I) 

 

Ironically, since we today assume missionary societies were led by women, in 1836 soon after the 
Old Stone Church was built, the Sunday School Missionary Society was organized by men and led by a 
pastor or a an elected member at large. It was eye opening to see such familiar names as A. D. Gridley, 
Henry Bristol, Rev. Hiram Kellogg, Rev. Vermilye, and Rev. Thomas Hudson to name a few who either 
served as president or chairman. But not to be outdone, the ladies as a carry-over from the Rev. Norton years 
organized “The Females Missionary Society of the Western District”. The congregation (remember that we 
were still Congregational until1864) by formal vote decided that every member should give regularly to 
missions. For a time members gave $1 per person but giving had increased to $2 a person when collecting 
$490 in 1841, $570 in 1842, and $530 in 1843 possibly resulting from the successful reports from foreign 
missionaries. Our societies were encouraged by the missionary efforts. The feeling at that time was that  
nations were receptive indicating that God was preparing the way for the universal spread of the Gospel, that 
science was going hand in hand with religion in carrying out the missionary work, and that they firmly 
believed in God’s promise that unbelievers would receive Christ. 

We are not certain when the men’s society discontinued but it 
is recorded that the ladies reorganized in 1873 with 111 
members under the name Hudson Foreign Missionary Society. 
The ladies wanted to advance the interest of Foreign Missions 
and secure systematic contributions for their support. They also 
contributed to the annual fund of the Ladies Board of Missions 
of the Presbyterian Church in New York City. These ladies 
soon became active in Home missions as well. At their 25th 
anniversary meeting in 1888, the report indicated that in 25 
years the society and its auxiliaries had contributed $17,154 for 
Home and Foreign Missions, an average of about $600 per 

year. (Sunday School $1337, Society $10,943, Houghton Seminary $3649) 

What was the connection with Houghton Seminary? How did that prestigious high school for girls 
come to donate to our Missionary Society.? Upon further research at the Historical Society, Houghton 
Seminary was not a church school as the name seems to imply, but it was quite Presbyterian because most of 
the girls were of that faith and many from our church were either on the faculty or the board of trustees. All 
the girls were required to attend church. The Houghton pews at Stone Church and at St. James were well 
known. When the Gallups operated the school from 1861 to 1880, both Dr. Gallup and his wife, Marilla 
Houghton Gallup, for whom the seminary was named, had a great missionary influence on the students. Dr. 
Gallup was a Presbyterian minister and at one time in the school’s history, quite a number of graduates 
became missionaries.  

By 1900, the Society was renamed the Women’s Missionary Society. In the early years, the society 
contributed to the support of missions in Alaska, Japan, Persia, Siam (Thailand) Syria, Central America, 
Ceylon, Korea, Brazil, Turkey, France, Chili, China, Africa and Sandwich Islands (Hawaii) besides a 
number of Southern and Western States in our own country. Some thirty-six persons who have been more or 
less connected with the Missionary Society have gone to the Home or Foreign fields to serve as 
Missionaries. 

                                                 (to be continued) 
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      Mary Ann Stiefvater 

I received the following from my friend, Kelli Watson. Kelli is probably familiar to some of you since she has served 
Stone Church as substitute organist.  I wanted to share her message with my Stone Church family and, with her 
permission, am doing so. 

“As we all search for comfort and meaning in this moment, many people have been sharing inspirational writing. 
Words have a way of getting right to the heart of the matter. And maybe you’re like me and without expecting it, you 
often read the exact words that you needed to hear.  This piece was shared with me by my friend, Sue Kraft, earlier 
this week. It was written by Kitty O’Meara, and my hope is that it contains the exact words that you need to hear 
today. 
And the people stayed home. And read books, and listened, and rested, and exercised, and made art, and played 

games and learned new ways of being and were still. And listened more deeply. Some meditated, some prayed, 

some danced. Some met their shadows. And the people began to think differently. 

And the people healed. And, in the absence of people living in ignorant, dangerous, mindless and heartless ways, 

the earth began to heal. 

And when the danger passed, and the people joined together again, they grieved their losses, and made new 

choices, and dreamed new images, and created new ways to live and heal the earth fully , as they had been healed. 

Under the gray cloud of uncertainty is an opportunity waiting to be discovered. The challenge for all of us is to think 
differently, make new choices, dream new visions and to heal. 
Continue onward, my friend. I am right here beside you. 
Much love, Kelli 

May these words mean something to each of you. Additionally, I offer prayers for joy and contentment amidst the 
fear, economic hardship, personal anxiety and inconvenience. You each are an important part of God’s world and of 
mine. 

 FAITH AND ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING:  I grew up hearing, “Man 

proposes, God disposes” offered both to cushion adult regret and also as an antidote for my youthful 

inclination to manage almost everything. I used to chafe at those words, feeling that I really DID know 

what could be done, who could do it and what the outcomes would be. As I matured, my realization of 

the veracity of those words has helped me to weather the vagaries and disappointments of my life.  

The events of the last few weeks brought “Man proposed, God disposes” to mind as I have pondered the necessity of 

flexibility and faith as we navigate the consequences of a changed way of life. The reality of an existence under the 

shadows of a pandemic challenges each of us as we try to live apart from the fear and negativity in our world and strive to 

fulfill our commitment to follow in the path of Jesus.   

I do not pretend to have a vision of when the fear and disruption will end, nor can I insure that all of us will be unscathed 

by these events. What I do know with all my heart and soul is that God is with us all and that we are still in his care and 

we, in turn, still must do our best to care for others.  

One of the ways we can continue to care for others is through the One Great Hour of Sharing offering. This is one of 

four annual special offerings of the Presbyterian Church U.S.A. Its stated purpose is for participating congregations to 

“join with Presbyterians worldwide in sharing God’s love with our neighbors in need around the world by providing relief 

from natural and human-caused disasters, food for the hungry and support for the poor and oppressed.” The intent of this 

offering should serve as a catalyst for each of us to prayerfully consider how we are responding to our personal 

commitments to Christ. 

Normally, you would have received a bulletin insert designed to expand your knowledge of the powerful effect of the One 

Great Hour of Sharing contributions. Instead, we are including a copy of this bulletin insert ion page 10 of this issue of 

The Cornerstone. Please take the time to read it.  
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DON’T FORGET THE DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the first 

Sunday of each month. All of the loose money 

collected on those Sundays will go to support the 

ministry of the Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons - Jim 

Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda Rance, Mary 

Chamberlain, Barbara Greene, Trish Harris & Bev 

Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

John 13:35 By this all people will know that you are 
my disciples, if you have love for one another. 
      

     Last month, I enjoyed attending our Ash 
Wednesday service, and was struck by how 
everyone came together to cook, to eat pancakes, to 
sing, to share scripture, and to join in an evening of 
Christian fellowship. We shared God's love and 
began our Lenten journey in preparation for Easter.  
      Fast forward to Match 15th, when we 
worshipped independently instead of together in our 
church.  Many things have temporarily changed, 
many of us feel vulnerable and powerless, but our 
call to care for all members of our community 
remains a constant.  Please check in on church 
members, family and neighbors by a simple phone 
call. Let us keep connected in Christ together.  God 
bless! 

MEMORIAL COMMITTEE NEWS:  Repairs to the outside sign 
box has begun!  The lighting is now on a timer and will illuminate  the front 
doors and  the rose window.  The box will be refurbished as soon as the weather 
& social gathering permits. 

 

 

 

 

As of 3/30/2020, we have raised $1,202.00 

towards our $2,000.00 goal. 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.  . 

HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: BREAKFAST 

CEREAL, COFFEE, SUGAR, HOT CHOCOLATE, BUTTER OR MARGARINE, DEODORANT, 

SHAMPOO, CONDITIONER, NAPKINS, TOILET PAPER.  Any donation that you designate for food or personal 

needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE: 

FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  Our Royal Blue Bunny Box from India is made with recycled paper 
elaborately hand painted using traditional Kashmiri techniques, perfect for storing small treasures or gifts, with a clear 
gloss finish and solid painted interior. Your purchase creates income and social reform for hundreds and profits are 
directly channeled into tailor-made projects that meet the needs of artisans and their 
communities.  Our Pastel Quilled Egg Set from Vietnam is remarkable in detail and 
craftsmanship, covered with dozens of individually coiled paper details in beautiful colors and 
patterns. Your purchase provides training and employment, supports social and environmental 
programs and promotes hope and independence.  These two items are featured this month at our 
Fair Trade Shoppe, Stone Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton.  We have a large 

selection of baskets, exquisite jewelry, collectibles, wood items, chocolate 
and food items, clothing, and toys from 38 different countries. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, providing dignity, 
sustainable development and hope to marginalized people. Due to the coronavirus situation, 
hours are by appointment only, by messaging us on Facebook at “Building Stones Fair 
Trade Shoppe”  For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb at lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-
1326, visit our website at www.stonepres.org or like us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/
stonepres. 

With the schools and many business closed due to the corona virus the pantry distributed more than 
the usual monthly amounts, therefore they are in need of everything. They will continue focusing on 
the kids packs; food that children are most interested in. 

A classic Fat Tuesday supper (shifted a day) of pancakes followed by a 
reflective Ash Wednesday service and imposition of the ashes. A special 
thank you to Rev. Bob Umidi for conducting the Ash Wednesday service 
in Pastor Scott Leonard’s absence. Also, big thanks to Donna Goodfriend 
and Mary Chamberlain for the supper, to Rob Kolb for the wonderful 
service music and to all who attended and participated.  
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Stone Church has implemented a 
new online giving tool called 
Givelify that is also available as an 
app on your smart mobile 
device.  Check it out on our web 

Pencil your calendars now as the Stone Storytellers hope to once again perform their 
annual “Epic Telling” with this year being the Story of the Acts of the Apostles.  It was 
originally scheduled for Palm Sunday afternoon, but we have postponed it with tentative 
new day of Mother’s Day, Sunday May 10, 2020 if we can safely congregate again.  
Otherwise, sometime later.  

The Acts of the Apostles, written by Luke, is a sequel to his gospel.  Luke wrote the book 
of Acts to record how believers were empowered by the Holy Spirit, worked to spread the 
Gospel of Christ, and are a model for the future church.  Come hear the history of the 
birth, the founding, and the spread of the Church from Jerusalem to Rome, the transition 

of Christianity from a Jewish religion into an international faith and the message that the Gospel of salvation is for 
all because Jesus Christ is Lord of all. 
 
Come hear the stories of Jesus ascension, Pentecost, conversion of Saul, Peter and Cornelius, and all the 
stories of Paul and the apostles’ travels as they spread the Word. 

Sunday, May 10, 

2020 (tentative) 
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REMEMBER IN PRAYER 

 

All who are effected by this global 
pandemic 

Phil Conley 

Sherry Robinson 

Pat Joseph 

Nancy 

Laurie 

Mandy Machold 

Gene Lawson 

Debra LaFont 

Matt Fletcher 

Jason & Tanya Hamshar 

Andrew Bering 

Elaine Heekin 

Grace Whittemore 

Tiffany Heintz 

Dorothy Alberico 

Anna Gogel 

David Harris 

1 - Patty Kloidt 

            Ryan Harrington 

2 - Amber Goodfriend 

 - Anne Dunn 

3 - Lori Chamberlain 

6 - Gina Padgett 

7 - Carrie Goodfriend 

 - Jacob Dahlin 

13  - Mo Lalonde 

  Hunter Padgett 

19 - Jonathan Buckley 

21 -     Alexander Russo 

22 - Mary Kate Monohan 

24 - Helen Leonard 

26 - Patricia Joseph 

27 - Morgan Pavlot 

28 - Benjamin Joseph 

               APRIL BIRTHDAYS 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY 

4-10 -2010 Jason & Tanya Hamshar 

WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are 
now being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge 
this year is $41.14 per member. The church is 
assessed this amount for each member on the 
membership roll. The per capita is the cost of our 
representative democracy as a church and supports 
the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider 
sending your per capita either directly to the church 
office (P.O. Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or 
enclosing it in with your pledge envelope.  

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
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 MISSION OUTREACH AND COVID-19   APRIL 2020 

As Stone Church works to insure we still have some sense of community and can worship together even though we are 

sequestered, we also have a responsibility to continue our support of Hope House, The Country Pantry and Your 

Neighbors. Each of these agencies is developing strategies to protect and serve their clients and we will need to pay 

attention and be flexible in our responses. It is no longer “business as usual” or “we’ve always done it this way.” 

One agency that has already reached out to me is Your Neighbors. Below is the message I received from the meals 

coordinator, Jackie Howard. 

How can we keep our freezers stocked without putting each other at risk of contracting the 

Coronavirus? 

I am reaching out to all of you and would like to put out a suggestion. 

The cook-in coordinators at each of our churches and organizations could give 5-10, or even 20 containers/bowls to 

individuals they know who are willing & able to cook and freeze meals/soups at home. 

Right now the freezers have enough food but it won't take long for them to become depleted.  

We can all communicate via email to make sure there is enough room available in the freezers at Zion for your 

delivery.  

At this point, Zion is able to staff the office from 9:30am - 1:30pm Monday thru Friday.  Call 315-732-4110 just to 

make sure.  

If the office is closed call Patsy Glista at 315-796-2985. 

Please email, call or text me for any reason and I will do what I can to help. 

Jackie Howard 

315-790-0407 

I responded to Jackie that I presently was sequestered in Florida, and while certainly willing to help, I would need a bit 

of time to reach out to our congregation but I WOULD RESPOND AS SOON AS I HAD SOMETHING IN PLACE 

TO HELP. She, in turn responded that actually they had unexpectedly received some food and the need was not 

critical. A few weeks delay would be fine. 

Obviously I do not know when I will be back. Our original plan was to leave FL during the second week of April. 

Presently, we are very much sequestered and  I simply do not know whether we will be able to leave as planned.   

However, I do know there are a number of empty food containers in the church kitchen.  If anyone can individually 

respond to Jackie’s request, that truly would be wonderful.  And when I get home, I will work with all who are 

interested to devise a way for Stone Church to continue its support of Hope House, the Country Pantry and Your 

Neighbors. We are creative and we are faithfully committed to serving others. We will find a way to continue our 

service. 

Mary Ann 

Zion Lutheran Church is closed until further notice. 
Please contact 
Patsy Glista (315)796-2985, 
Carole Grove (315) 765-1419 or 
Jackie Howard (315)790-0407  
when you have soup or meals to bring to the freezers at Zion. 

Thank you, 
Jackie Howard 
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The 5th Annual Community Collection Day on the Clinton village green sponsored by the Clinton Area 
Ministerium:  Let’s fill-up the gazebo!  Support the Country Pantry with your donation of non-perishable 
foods currently planned for Saturday, April 25, 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 noon.  We will adapt to what is permitted by 
the government for assembly. 

We plan to have music and food, too! Stone Church and St. Mary’s Church will have a bake sale and we can use 
volunteers for picking up of trash in the village.  Items collected will offset the increased demand experienced by 
The Country Pantry during the summer.  Protein sources (nut butters, canned fish/meats), canned fruit, 100% 
juice and canned vegetables are priority items, but all non-perishable goods will be accepted.  With every food 
donation, you will have the opportunity for free recycling of small electronics, eyeglasses, and hearing-aids 
(courtesy of the Lions Club) as well as paper-shredding of documents. And don’t forget to bring your bottles/cans 
to support the Boynton Pool- and purchase a membership while your here! Please note: food items can also be 
left at the Kirkland Town Library. Thank you for your support!  

 
Scott Leonard Clinton, NY 13323 (m) 315.723.7420 SRLeonard@roadrunner.com 



 

     
           Clinton Area Ministerium Lenten Series: 

“24 Hours that Changed the World” 
By Adam Hamilton 

CALLED ON THE ACCOUNTCALLED ON THE ACCOUNT  

OF COVIDOF COVID--1919  
This year’s ecumenical Lenten Series was hosted at the Clinton United Methodist Church for 

two Tuesday evenings with a light supper and then a video and discussion session.  

Unfortunately, we had to cancel the subsequent sessions for health and safety reasons.  

Thanks to CUMC hosting for all those who attended!  We will pick it up again next year! 

 

Mar 3 The Rev. Michael Terrell Session 1 “‘The Last Supper” 

Mar 10   The Rev. Janet Griffiths    Session 2 “The Garden of Gethsemance 
and Patsy Glista, AIM      Session 3 “Condemned by the Righteous” 

Mar 17 Pastor Scott Leonard Session 4 “Jesus, Barabbas, and Pilate” 
Session 5 The Torture and Humiliation of the King 

Mar 24 The Rev. Fr. John Croghan Session 6 “‘The Crucifixion” 

Mar 31 The Rev. Jeff McArn 
Rev. Jean Skinner Session 7 “Christ the Victor” 
and “What If Judas Had Lived?” 
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Please note… 

The deadline for  the issue of the May 
newsletter is Thursday, April 16th. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 with 
any questions. 

The Corner Stone 

Stone Presbyterian Church 

P.O. Box 33 (8 S. Park Row) 

Clinton, NY 13323 
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                   Sunday Worship:  10:30 a.m.; Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. Monday-Friday 
                       (VIRTUALLY)                    Office hours suspended until work  places are allowed to reopen. 

SPECIAL NOTE: 

 

Many thanks to all the contributors to 
this issue as well as Janice & her hubby 
for the collating and labeling of The Cor-
ner Stone just for you!  

To  see a color version of this newsletter in pdf format, visit stonepres.org. 

  


