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Messengers and their messages.  That is what today’s scripture passages are 

all about. 

The Old Testament lesson was from the book of Malachi, which is 

interesting because Malachi literally means “my messenger.”  In fact, 

scholars are not sure whether Malachi was the actual name of the 

prophet or simply a nom de plume, a sobriquet.   

The book begins “The word of the Lord to Israel by Malachi”, but it could 

just as easily be translated as “The word of the Lord to Israel by my 

messenger.”  In the Hebrew you can’t tell the difference.  Perhaps it is 

a double entendre, a play on words meaning both.   

As a good messenger, though, Malachi is clear and forthright about the 

message from God: when *the* messenger comes, “he will sit as a 

refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify the descendants of 

Levi and refine them like gold and silver, until they present offerings 

to the Lord in righteousness.” 

On the one hand, people are looking forward to it, but on the other it is not 

without trepidation because the purification process does not sound 

like a painless one, but in the end by burning or washing away the 

impurities, things will be restored their former glory.  But what if 

you’re nothing but impurities?  Well, all the more reason to repent 

now to avoid that. 

In fact we often hear this particular passage during Advent when Christians 

read into it that the messenger spoken about is John the Baptist, 

since the end of the book says, “Lo, I will send you the prophet Elijah 

before the great and terrible day of the Lord comes” and Jesus 
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indicates that John is Elijah.  And John’s big message is “Repent, for 

the kingdom of heaven has come near!”  

That then leads us to other kinds of messengers, such an angel, which in 

Greek literally means “messenger”, a member of the host of God 

speaking on God’s behalf. 

In the gospel of Luke, the angel Gabriel comes to Zechariah to give him the 

message of his coming son John the Baptist and later to Mary about 

her son Jesus, which we hear about in Luke 1 and then in Luke 2 his 

birth where shepherds convey the message from the angels and Mary 

ponders them in her heart.  Eight days later Luke records Mary and 

Joseph having Jesus circumcised according to the law. 

Today’s passage (still from Luke 2) occurs 40 days after Jesus’ birth at 

which time the mother is purified after the messiness of giving birth 

and fully restored to society according Leviticus 12, while at the same 

time Jesus is consecrated to the Lord according to Exodus 13, since he 

is the firstborn male. 

After that we have this interesting character Simeon.  He is simply a 

righteous and devout man living in Jerusalem whom the Holy Spirit 

revealed to him that he would see the messiah before he died.  Not a 

prophet, not an angel, not a priest—just a guy off the street. 

Now if I were a parent of Jesus’, I would have been a bit taken aback that 

this apparent stranger strolls into the Temple, takes the baby and 

begins prophesizing.  And I too would have been amazed at the 

message that Jesus is the salvation of the Lord—and also disconcerted 

when he says to Jesus’ mother, “a sword will pierce your own soul 
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too.”  Clearly, being “destined for the falling and the rising of many in 

Israel” does not come without consequences. 

Then there is an actual prophet who came.  A prophet is literally one who 

speaks forth to convey the message of God.  There are great prophets 

such as Isaiah and Jeremiah, but today we have a little-known one, 

called Anna who is 84 years old and has been a widow most of her life 

and she is always in the Temple.  When she sees Jesus, she “began to 

praise God and to speak about the child to all who were looking for 

the redemption of Jerusalem.” 

After all this, I think Jesus’ parents were more than happy to get back home 

to Nazareth in Galilee. 

Today’s gospel passage is important for Luke because it shows that Jesus’ 

parents raised him in the Law, so that when Jesus begins his ministry, 

he is one who has been obedient to the Law. 

Thus, his tension with the Law and those who purportedly follow it, such as 

the Pharisees, is never that of an outsider, but as one who has 

faithfully observed it from even as an infant. It is the practices of the 

law that subvert God's command to love that are unacceptable to him, 

and Jesus repeatedly condemns those who attempt to flaunt their 

holiness before God without hospitality toward neighbor.  

Luke depicts a temple open to all who seek the presence of God, 

distinguishing between pausing to worship and honor God from 

practices that oppress and dishonor others. 

To spread this message Jesus has apostles.  Apostle literally means to be 

sent out, to convey as messengers the good news of God, such as Paul 

and the writer of Hebrews do. 
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The key claim of today’s epistle passage is the heart of the Christian gospel.  

Namely, that the sovereign, Creator God brings human beings to 

salvation through the suffering of the divine Son who became 

incarnate, flesh and blood, in Jesus.  This is something that defies 

common sense, but is the essence of our faith. 

Consequently, the promise of today’s epistle lesson is that the incarnate, 

crucified, and glorified Jesus is with us and can help us in everything 

that we go through, even when it makes no sense to us because he was 

one of us and suffered and died as one of us.  

In fact, the whole book of Hebrews exhorts us to persevere in faith on the 

long earthly journey toward experiencing the fullness of God’s 

salvation. 

In this context, we understand suffering not as something glorious or 

redemptive in itself, but as something that is to be expected when one 

follows God and seeks to fulfill God’s purposes in a world that is 

hostile to God. It provides the opportunity to develop and affirm one’s 

trust in God. 

In today’s scripture passages you hear the message of God’s salvation for all 

of us, but there is another message as well. 

That is, prophets, angels, apostles, and even ordinary people can all be 

messengers of God.   

My messenger, Malachi, speaks about *the* messenger to come. 

The angel Gabriel speaks to Zechariah and Mary about their sons and 

destinies and isn’t heard of again. 
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Simeon, the simple righteous man, and Anna, the prophet, give the 

messages of salvation to Jesus’ parents and then are never mentioned 

again. 

And while I mentioned the Apostle Paul, it most likely some other person 

whose name we’ll never know who wrote the book of Hebrews and 

how Christ is the perfecter of our faith.  

The message of Christ is essential, of course, but it means nothing if there 

are no messengers to spread that word.  The messengers in today’s 

passages received neither fame nor glory and their message may have 

been the only one people ever heard or paid attention to, but that 

does not make it any less important. 

And that is the message for us.  Each of us is also a messenger and we may 

never know if or where the message we plant will take root.  But we 

proclaim that message of hope with the faith that it will spread and 

continue for we would not be here today unless countless others, 

known and unknown, had not done the same before us. 

So go forth.  Be that light of revelation to others about Christ and for the 

glory of God, so that others may know and experience that peace that 

surpasses understanding.  That’s my message to you.   

In the name of God the Creator, God the Redeemer, and God the Sustainer.  

Amen. 

 


