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“Then the Lord God formed hā·’ā·ḏām (man) [aw-dawm' (Adam)] from the 

dust of the hā·’ă·ḏā·māh (ground) [ad-aw-maw' (adamah)], and 

breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and the man became a 

living being.” Thus, records Genesis 3:7. 

Today’s scripture lessons go from the first man as a living being, Adam, to 

the last man who became a life-giving spirit, Jesus Christ. 

We start with the creation of the living being whose name, adam’, is a play 

on words in Hebrew for dirt or ground, adamah.  Adam’ is translated 

as “man”, but “man” in the sense of “mankind” or “human.”  Only 

after adam’ names the woman, Eve, meaning “life,” do we simply use 

Adam as the man’s name.  So it might help to think of Adam as 

representing humankind. 

Different words are used in Hebrew for man as a male or husband and 

woman as female or wife (ish and ishtah), which they are used 

elsewhere in the story of Adam and Eve. 

Today’s Old Testament lesson is from the familiar story of Adam and Eve 

and the serpent.  This is a story that over the millennia has been 

imbued with Christian theology, including that the serpent was Satan, 

that Eve was the sinner, and the consequence of eating the forbidden 

fruit was the “original sin” and caused humankind to fall from grace 

and so sin is innate in all human beings as we have inherited from 

Adam and Eve. 

I’m not going to unpack that all here today except to say that:  

(1) nowhere in the bible does it say that the serpent was Satan or the devil 

or for that matter that Satan is the devil or in the Old Testament that 

there even is a devil,  
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(2) while Eve did eat the fruit first, Adam was right there with her and he 

was the one God told personally not to eat the fruit of that tree and 

yet he lets Eve do so and then joins her, so they both disobeyed, and  

(3) the concept of “original sin” was promulgated by St. Augustine in the 

late 4th century; Jews agree Adam and Eve disobeyed God, but don’t 

think of it as *the* original sin. In fact, the word “sin” is never used in 

the story of Adam and Eve. 

I’m not going to debate these theological concepts, but rather would like us 

to look at the story from a more nuanced view. 

As it is recorded, the Genesis story is less about "explaining" the origin of 

sin and more about describing the reality of what it is to be human 

and our mysterious human tendencies to continually rebel against 

God, to resist the gracious boundaries and limitations that God places 

around us for our own good, and to desire to be like God rather than 

thankful creatures of God. 

Indeed, Mark Biddle in his book on sin, Missing the Mark, discusses how 

the notion of original sin in the sense of “the flawed nature inherited 

from the first parents by all human beings” is not what the text says. 

Instead of viewing the text in terms of a “‘fall’ from original essential 

humanity,” one would be better served to view this text in terms of 

the human’s “failure to develop into the fullness of being human.” 

What the serpent does in the story is to call into question God's 

trustworthiness by suggesting that there is more to the story than God 

let on. In this way the serpent sows the seeds of mistrust, inviting 

Adam and Eve to fulfill the deep want and need that is at the core of 

being human, not through their relationship with God, but by seizing 
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the fruit that is in front of them. It is the temptation to be self-

sufficient, to establish their identity on their own, that seduces the 

first humans. 

Eating from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, without the 

accompanying tree of life, leaves them wanting; their partial 

knowledge lacks wisdom. They looked for shortcuts when they should 

have looked for God. 

And these were the temptations that Jesus faced in today’s gospel lesson.  

These “tests” are to answer the real question to Jesus, “Who are you, 

really?” 

Jesus is baptized by John then “a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, 

the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.”  The very next verse 

begins today’s gospel lesson, “Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into 

the wilderness to be tempted by the devil.” 

Like Adam and Eve Jesus is given choices. Feed himself by turning stones 

into bread.  Prove that he has no doubts that he is God’s son by 

throwing himself down.  Take power to do good in the world by 

imposing his will on others as the rightful king.   

Unlike Adam and Eve, Jesus does not take the short-cut to wisdom, 

latching on to a simplistic, literal understanding of Scripture that is 

focused on his needs.  All of Jesus’ responses are that one must keep 

their focus on God.  

By defining “Son of God” not by privilege or power but by obedience to God, 

Jesus has already begun his journey to the cross. 

And it is this journey to the cross and resurrection that Paul points to as our 

salvation.   
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While our human predicament cannot rescue us, just as with Adam and 

Eve, Paul uses the original human failure as a pathway to envision 

ways through which God worked in Jesus Christ to bring us back to 

reconciliation.  

It’s through the death and resurrection of Jesus that God’s grace becomes 

the space open to all who seek to live in relationship with God and 

one another. For the apostle Paul, authentic relationships are only 

possible through grace. 

Jesus’ death and resurrection is indeed a reversal of what Adam and Eve 

did when they sought to disrupt their dependence on God. You can 

see the Genesis story as a metaphor signifying that humanity is called 

to be obedient to God’s generous offer of grace, then, now, and in the 

future. 

For salvation is not simply a return to some paradisaical [para-duh-SAY-

ical] origin, but a healing of God’s beloved creation so that it attains 

its final goal in Christ. In Christ, God has begun the new creation and 

the end of our alienation from the Source of all life. 

Adam and Eve broke a relationship to God by focusing on their desires and 

not God.  Paul says what God offers in Christ is the opportunity to be 

made righteous, to be made whole and restored. 

God’s grace, God’s free gift, God’s love is revealed in the fact that God did 

not just correct a problem, God created a new reality—the reality 

where instead of death reigning, grace reigns. 

In Lent we often focus on giving something up, fasting in some way either 

from food or other practices.  But let us not be led into temptation of 

doing things because they are “good” to do.  For the test that Adam 
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and Eve failed and that devil tried with Jesus was to focus on 

themselves.   

Lent calls us to focus not on what we are doing, but to focus on Jesus.   

As we started this 40-day journey of Lent on Wednesday, we note that the 

wilderness tests of the Temptation account were not a one-time 

ordeal to get through, but they were tests of preparation for the 

choices Jesus would make in his earthly ministry. 

Let us also use this time as tests of preparation for our own ministry 

knowing that no place is so desolate, so distant, or so challenging that 

Jesus has not already been there; no test or temptation is so great 

that Jesus has not already overcome it. 

And that we all enjoy the free gift in the grace of the one man, Jesus Christ. 

In the name of God the Creator, God the Redeemer, and God the Sustainer.  

Amen. 


