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Good Shepherd Sunday.  The fourth Sunday of the Easter season, which is 

today, is called Good Shepherd Sunday because in every year of the 

three-year lectionary cycle the gospel lesson is from chapter 10 of 

John where in verses 11 and 14, Jesus says, “I am the good shepherd.” 

Though those verses are not in today’s selection, Jesus does say in verse 2, 

“The one who enters by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep”. 

Verses 4-5 goes on to say, “he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him 

because they know his voice. They will not follow a stranger, but they 

will run from the stranger because they do not know the voice of 

strangers.” 

I’m sure you have heard this metaphor many times and the Psalm for today 

is the very familiar Psalm 23 that Rob sung so beautifully in Hebrew 

and it starts with, “The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want.” 

[Smile and sigh] Such a pastoral and comforting scene. 

I wish it were more true.  It’d be nice if we were like sheep and knew our 

master’s voice and followed him, but we don’t.  Or at least not all the 

time. 

No, I’d say we are more like—cats.  Now I know it is not true in many cases 

but the stereotype is that cats are aloof, sneaky, and independent.   

In fact, I describe my day job of managing proposals as “herding cats,” an 

idiom eloquently defined as “the futile attempt to control or organize 

a class of entities which are inherently uncontrollable – as in the 

difficulty of attempting to command individual cats into a group.” 

And as humans, including, and perhaps particularly, as Christians, we can 

be like that.  Too often we are aloof, sneaky, and independent.   

Sometimes we don’t even hear the master’s voice, let alone listen to it.   

Or we hear it through the filter of what we want to hear.   
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Christianity too often presents itself as a system of belief rather than a way 

of life.  Too often we worry about commitments to proper doctrine, 

believing that is what the faith is really all about. Right belief has 

become the foundation of Christian salvation. 

The problem is that a system of belief only, can be easily manipulated to 

justify nearly any way of life that the dominant culture deems 

acceptable.  That is how here in this country the treatment of native 

Americans, African-Americans, women, LGBT people have been 

justified. 

It is not enough simply to recite our beliefs about who Jesus is or what the 

Bible says. Today’s epistle lesson from 1 Peter 2 says in verse 21,  

“For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, 

leaving you an example, so that you should follow in his steps.” 

That is, as Christians we are called to live, to follow in our savior's footsteps 

and embody in all things a central tenet of our faith described in verse 

24: that Christ “bore our sins in his body on the cross, so that, free 

from sins, we might live for righteousness”. 

Verse 25 then says, “For you were going astray like sheep, but now you have 

returned to the shepherd and guardian of your souls.”   

While the author says these as encouraging words to those are suffering 

and therefore waffling on being Christians in the first century, for us 

in the 21st century, we are more like cats that have gone astray; we are 

not being abused or oppressed by the Government or others—we just 

want to do things the way we want to do them. 

This is perhaps best illustrated in today’s passage from chapter 2 in Acts, 

verses 44 and 45, “All who believed were together and had all things 
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in common; they would sell their possessions and goods and 

distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need.”  

These are verses that many Christians either conveniently skip or quickly 

retort that it was only true for the initial group and isn’t “the model” 

that is cited in the rest of the book of Acts or elsewhere in the epistles. 

Yet, we should wrestle with these verses.  Acts talks a lot about community, 

which, like the pastoral picture of Psalm 23, sounds comforting 

initially, but in reality the idea of community simultaneously attracts 

and repels most of us.  

We long for the life-affirming benefits that community can bestow, but we 

resist the demands that community makes.   

We want all the benefits without any of the responsibilities.  

You can see that in the news these days. 

Indeed, we instinctively chafe against the descriptions of a Christian 

community that has all things in common, that sells its goods and 

distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need, because we recognize 

that have a lot to lose in such a situation rather than seeing how much 

others truly need. 

We want to dismiss these verses as quaint, even as we claim to yearn for 

such conditions as a sign of God's reign among us. 

And while these verses are idealistic, they do serve to illustrate that the 

community exists not for its own sake, but to care for its most 

vulnerable members and to be a means by which God extends 

salvation to others. 

Fortunately, we do have other signs today that in the midst of a crisis many 

people do seek to help those in need, to hand-make masks for people, 

to give food and meals to those in need even when it means actually 
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losing money, and volunteering to be on the front lines and making 

the ultimate sacrifice of themselves for others. 

For just as the apostles did in today’s passage, we are called to bring about 

tangible signs and wonders on the earth, not just in the church. Signs 

and wonders signify that God's Spirit is at work on the earth. When 

we act with in one accord to do our part in dealing with this pandemic 

on behalf of the community and its members, God's Spirit, in and 

through us, performs signs and wonders here and now, not just at the 

end of days. Mutual and unified commitment produces marvelous 

acts within the community and beyond. 

As Jesus said in the gospel lesson today, he is the gate by which people 

come to be saved.  He is the gate not to separate the saved from the 

unsaved, but to be the means by which he herds the cats to life 

abundant and then goes out to herd more cats. 

Because the life abundant begins here and now; it is knowing the one true 

God and Jesus Christ whom God has sent.  

It is knowing the voice of the good cat herder who truly cares for us.  

It is living a way of life to which we have been called, not just having a set of 

beliefs.  

It is life in community, finding security and nourishment as part of his 

flock.  

It is life that abounds in meaning and value and endures even beyond 

death.   

It is life abundant with our Good Shepherd. 

In the name of God the Creator, God the Redeemer, and God the Sustainer.  

Amen. 


