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35 days.  That’s how long it’s been since Resurrection Sunday, Easter Day.  And 

it was 35 days before that when we all worshipped together in this stone 

church. 

A long time.  And we are still in the season of Easter for another 15 days, though 

at least we have Ascension Sunday and Pentecost the next and final two 

weeks to change things up. 

In our liturgical—or worship—year we have 24 days of Advent, 12 days of 

Christmas, 46 days of Lent (including Sundays), and 50 days of Easter—

the longest of the seasons; the rest of the year is ordinary time, that is, no 

church holidays. 

So, when I was planning sermon titles for this 6th Sunday of Eastertide that 

doesn’t have any nice title like “Low Sunday” or “Shepherd’s Sunday”, all I 

could think was, “It’s still Easter?”  What more is there to say?  Jesus was 

crucified, dead and buried and on third day he rose from the dead, 

conquering death so that we may have eternal life.   

Still, if Jesus decided he needed to stay around for 40 days after he rose from 

the dead to teach his disciples—who had already been with him for three 

years—then maybe we ought to dig a little deeper ourselves.  

The challenge as humans is that we desire both routine and different.  We like to 

have a certain rhythm and flow, but we don’t want to be in a rut.  The past 

eight weeks have been confining.  We’re tired of binge-watching TV shows 

and movies, of doing projects around the house, of trying to upload 

worship services on Facebook. 

And, of course, there are real challenges as well:  being out of work, not able to 

visit doctors, being separated from loved ones. 

So, it is hard to continue to celebrate the season of Easter when there is 

continuing suffering and fear and restrictions.   
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And we ask: “When will things get better?  When will things get back to normal 

or at least stabilize?” 

Though for different reasons, the communities in Asia Minor that 1 Peter is 

addressing had similar concerns.  They were looked on by non-Christians 

not just as oddballs, but as those outside the culture; they didn’t practice 

the civic religion and did things differently.  They were viewed as 

dissidents and unpatriotic and subject to slander and malicious talk. 

And these Christians were wondering, how much longer this was going to go on?  

The Resurrection had happened 70 years prior and despite preaching from 

apostles and their disciples of Jesus returning, he still hadn’t. 

1 Peter tells these believers that it is faith in the resurrection that connects them, 

not the norms of society.  Thus, being a Christian was indeed different and 

even radical.  It meant that all were brothers and sisters in Christ and all 

equally—regardless of social status, age, experience, gender, ethnicity.   

And so, as Christians, they were to continue to do good works even if they 

suffered for it and were still to try and be law-abiding citizens.   

They are told from chapter 3, verse 14 in today’s passage,  

 “Do not fear what they fear, and do not be intimidated, but in your hearts 

sanctify Christ as Lord.” 

In other words, you do not have to fear because Christ dwells in you.   

Continuing in verse 15, “Always be ready to make your defense to anyone who 

demands from you an accounting for the hope that is in you.” 

Everyone is familiar with St. Paul’s triad of faith, hope, and love, and from 1 

Corinthians 13:13 “and the greatest of these is love.”  

But for the audience of this letter, the more important of these gifts is hope;  

 hope is at risk for those who have difficulty keeping hope alive in the midst 

of their troubled lives. 
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In 1 Peter resurrection and hope belong together. And the hearers are 

encouraged because hope is already in them because they are in Christ. 

And because of confidence in that assurance they are able to defend themselves 

against slander and accusations, yet, as verse 16 says  

 “do it with gentleness and reverence.” 

Confidence in hope and in knowing that this hope is grounded in God’s 

protection and salvation does not lead to brow-beating or forceful 

pressure for submission or agreement either in person or on Facebook. 

God saves us, but not by arbitrarily flipping a switch next to our names.  The 

effective grace of God alters us in ways that conform us to our greatest 

goodness, articulated in God's will for us.  

To the extent that our lives are characterized by these qualities, they bespeak 

God's presence, and God's own character, and they testify to our living as 

the royal priesthood God has made of us. 

Now 1 Peter says we may suffer for doing good, but we can do so with a clear 

conscience and let our actions and the good that result from them speak 

for us. 

Because we do not earn God's favor, as though suffering were a brutal 

inquisitorial exam for us; rather, we show the world, and ourselves, and 

our God, the grace of God already working in us! 

In the first century Christians were a distinct minority and viewed with 

suspicion for their new, radical, all-inclusive message of hope.  Today in 

our country and elsewhere it is Christianity that in the 20th century 

became the civic religion, the dominant culture force.  

And in that reversal of fortunes, if you will, we need to consider what message 

we are suffering for.   

Are we welcoming others who are different from ourselves?   
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Do we help those in need with compassion and empathy?   

Do we seek to support a community’s needs or demand that our individual 

wants be satisfied?   

Do we show we are followers of Christ by our good works that reflect God’s 

grace?   

Do we proclaim our faith with gentleness and reverence? 

The suffering we have had under this pandemic reveals our true nature.  We see 

the fear and anger of many and how forces seek to stir that up.  We see the 

gross disparate impact of the restrictions economically on the lower and 

middle classes and on the disadvantaged without adequate access to 

healthcare and support. 

And yet, we also see the hope in those who are the front lines treating the ill 

even at risk to their own lives, to businesses donating food and supplies 

even while they have no income, to every day people doing what they can 

for others that most of us will never hear about. 

And so, yes, we are still celebrating the season of Easter even during this 

pandemic with hope of Christ that is in us, remembering that Christ as the 

righteous one suffered for us, the unrighteous, that we may know the grace 

of God.   

Simply put, the gospel of Jesus reflects God's grace;  

 the gospel is grace revealed,  

 and grace is the gospel in operation.   

Let your lives reflect that grace. 

In the name of God the Creator, God the Redeemer, and God the Sustainer.  

Amen. 


