The Corner Stone
Stone Church ~ The Church on the Green
SEPT 2020

The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of
Christ, engaging in worship that inspires and challenges us to learn and
grow as we reach out in caring and service, trusting in the love of God.

WORSHIP AT STONE IN SEPTEMBER
September 6, 2020 (Labor Day Weekend)
Ecumenical Service at 9:30 a.m. on the Village Green
(or inside at Stone Church with inclement weather). Only 50 people can attend
and can sign up by contacting the Stone Church office. Everyone must wear mask
and keep physical distancing. Bring a lawn chair!

WORSHIP RESUMES AT STONE AT 10:30 A.M. ON SEPTEMBER 13TH
September 13, 2020 – 15th Sunday after Pentecost – The Lord’s
Supper
Exodus 14:19–31 The Israelites cross the sea on dry land.
Psalm 114 Tremble, O earth, at the presence of the Lord
Romans 14:1–12 A call to be non-judgmental
Matthew 18:21–35 A question and a parable about forgiveness.
Sermon: “The Right Way” – Scott Leonard preaching

September 20, 2020 – 16th Sunday after Pentecost
Exodus 16:2–15 God provides manna from heaven
Psalm 105:1–6, 37–45 Seek the Lord and his strength
Philippians 1:21–30 Live a life worthy of the gospel
Matthew 20:1–16 The laborers in the vineyard.

September 27, 2020 – 17th Sunday after Pentecost
Exodus 17:1–7 God provides water to the complaining Israelites.
Psalm 78:1–4, 12–16 Remembering God's mighty works
Philippians 2:1–13 Have the mind of Christ among you.
Matthew 21:23–32 Actions vs. good intentions.
Sermon: “By What Authority” – Scott Leonard preaching
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Try to remember the kind of September when life was slow and oh, so mellow.

Well, this was an interesting summer. Culturally, not a lot different than spring—except
young families got relief from parents-as-online-teaching-partners. Still, no one was going
anywhere much, though we gradually started to re-open in New York, thanks to our largely successful efforts to
“flatten the curve.” We were able to start having in-person worship again starting at the end of June while also
still recording and posting the service online for later viewing.
And we’ve had 12 to 20 people attend worship in person, maybe 30% down from summer attendance in the past,
but pretty good with all things considered. Perhaps more interestingly is that we have had 50 to 100 people at
least checking out our service online every week. I can’t tell whether they watch the whole thing (but I can
dream!). I do know I have friends and family around the country that watch at least occasionally who rarely, if
ever, attended one of our services or even heard me preach. And despite the Judy Garland/Mickey Rooney “Let’s
put on a show” production values, people are appreciative of the content, the music, and the message. So,
recording the service is probably going to be part of our “new normal”, though I continue to explore different,
easier and better ways for doing the service online. For years I wanted to record the service with at least the audio
with a podcast and it took a pandemic to force me to do something!
I also am working with Sharon Hammer of the Hamilton College Consulting Group on getting an Instagram
account going for the church, which might even be up and running by the time you read this. Instagram is a social
medium that share pictures and videos rather than text and tends to reach a younger audience. Facebook is for
Boomers; Instagram is for the Millennials.
Meanwhile, as the weeks and months blur together, the session met and after some discussion decided to resume
worship at our “regular” time of 10:30 a.m. with Labor Day weekend (still an ecumenical service on the village
green) capping off our summer worship time of 9:30 a.m. Normally, we do this to return to normal with a full
worship service and choir and singing and allowing time before worship for choir practice. But this year we will
continue not to have choir or even congregational singing for the foreseeable future. And yet, some people felt it
was important to have some measure of normalcy and the hope of the choir returning (as well as sleeping in a bit
later for some!).
And that’s not a bad reason. It is good to be practical and say, “let’s wait until we can have a choir again,” before
changing the time, but it is also good to change to our “normal” time as a token for hope in the future. For we
need such stakes in the ground with these unprecedented shifting sands we are living on to give us some moorings.
For as we navigate these uncharted waters to terra incognita it can be challenging and wearisome as we long for
simpler times. But onward we go for we have no choice and, in reality, we never did; we just allowed ourselves to
think so. Fortunately, as we have demonstrated so much during this pandemic, we do so together as a community
of faith, as children of God, with Christ as our keystone and the Spirit as our advocate, saying together those
familiar words from Psalm 124:8, “Our help is in the name of the Lord, who made heaven and earth.” Thanks be
to God!

Shalom,

The Corner Stone

Pa ge 3

Historical Period Revisited—A Glimpse into Stone Church’s Past
Stone Church’s Connection to Houghton Seminary 1861 – 1903
Part II
Each year nearly 100 ladies came from near and from far including a good many village girls and quite a
number from surrounding villages. Only about half were boarders as there were almost an equal number of day
students. Boarding students arriving by train in the fall were met by the “Ark” (Houghton’s Carriage) and behind
the team of horses which drew the carryall to Houghton was the beloved coachman E. C. Gruman who served
the seminary for many years and who became quite a favorite of the young ladies personally as well as for
transportation.
Most of the girls were completing their education because secondary education for females in the late
18 and early 19th centuries was rare and the private female seminary served as an excellent means for obtaining
an education beyond the “one room school house” until the creation of the public high school including
education beyond the 8th grade. Teaching became the choice of 45% of the girls which required a secondary
education received by many Houghton students who went overseas as missionaries and/or teachers.
th

What about their social life? One of the rules stipulated that meeting one of the ladies must be arranged.
According to J.R. Benton from the November 1944 Clinton Courier attending Stone Church was a good step to
observe the girls in the Houghton pews. One of the requirements was to attend a Presbyterian Endeavor social or
try to get an invitation to a Houghton reception but either way the young lad had to prove a spotless reputation.
Meeting one of the girls was quite a formal process. College life wasn’t without a few antics. Often some of the
Hamilton students would hire a carriage to go on serenading adventures beneath the windows of the Houghton
dormitory. In the end the Houghton girls cultivated many social connections with Hamilton men—a natural
happening considering the ages and proximity of both schools.
Some girls first married a minister (often Hamilton College alum) to spend their lives overseas. From the
Houghton alumna data: some grads taught in Europe; Toronto; Ottawa; Persia; Guatemala; Peeking, China; and
Bangkok, Siam.
Eliza D. Everett, 1868 grad, became president of Beirut Seminary 1868-86; Adelaide H. Whitefield,
1869 grad, founded a college in Santiago, Chile; Clara Sandford, 1883 grad, taught at Mission School in
Gunnison Utah; Mary F. Lee, 1879 grad, taught at Santiago College, Chile; Ellen Jackson, 1867 grad, taught in
Beirut Seminary, Syria; Susan E. Haswell, 1864 grad, taught and founded a school in Burma.
Former President Cleveland wrote: “I shall always feel interested in
Houghton Seminary, which my sister and niece attended with such advantage
and profit” The ladies that attended Houghton whether they completed the full
four year course or merely attended for a short time found that it was a period
of time that no Houghton girl could ever forget.
The bronze figurine of a sea urchin you see in the Village Green
Fountain was donated by the Houghton Seminary Alumnae in 1939 as a
memorial to their school which was placed so that the right arm of the figure
pointed toward the former school. It had a major facelift in 1992 due to
disrepair over the years—a great reminder of one Clinton’s fine schools.

Midge Bakos
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SO MUCH THE SAME, SO UNIMPORTANT THE DIFFERENCES

The litany of 2020 seems to be nothing is or will ever be the same. We all feel as if uncertainty is the only
certainty in our world. And yet, some things really have not changed.
As we were growing up, most of us can remember some variation of the “what I did on my vacation” essay. It
was a standard start of school assignment. Having to reflect on the past few weeks was a transition to the
reality of the school year that stretched ahead. Students returned to freshly cleaned and polished classrooms,
often dressed in new back-to-school outfits, sporting newly trimmed or cut hair and clean hands. It was back to
regular clothes, regular hours, and having to work and learn.
On September 13, we will be marking our return to Stone Church after an extended period of not really summer
vacation. Yet there will be similarities to those long ago experiences. The narthex and sanctuary will be cleaned
and polished, the schedule will be “back to normal” with our service starting at 10:30. Despite our world still
being far from what we have been used to, we are moving toward normal. And, like students returning to
school, we will have to make changes, work and learn.
If we were asked to complete this writing assignment, our responses would be varied. But all would have
something in common. As a congregation, Stone Church members and friends have been incredibly faithful
and genuinely generous. Financial resources have been unstintingly provided. We have responded to the huge
toll of the pandemic and unemployment with food, prayer, funds and what actual help we could provide. We
have maintained communication and concern for each other. We have adjusted uncomplainingly to new
technologies, varied worship experiences, and loss of cherished parts of our traditional services. Our essays
would reflect our actions, our trust that God is with us and the uncertainties we still face.
We certainly will be delighted to worship together on September 13. As we climb the front steps, we will see a
newly refurbished sign. Inside the Narthex a new banner will proclaim God’s continuous presence. Though we
all will be masked, our emotions will not be: sincere words of welcome and concern will be offered by all. We
will see familiar faces and be reassured to have Scott in the pulpit and Rob at the organ and piano.
The distances we must maintain, the lack of choir and our unison singing of hymns will be endured. Most
importantly, we will join with our church family in reciting familiar prayers, listening to passages from the
Bible, thinking about the lessons of the sermon, hearing the joys and concerns of our world and responding to
serve and help those in need. With Scott as our leader, we will be reminded of the grace and love bestowed
upon us by our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.
It is reassuring to know that so much will be the same and the differences so unimportant. And you may even
spot some new back-to-church outfits, newly trimmed hair and know we all are ready to work and learn
together.

Mary Ann Stiefvater
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DEACONS CORNER.
In my travels, I have been admiring and enjoying some
beautiful gardens. I think that my very favorite garden oasis is
one that has a very colorful variety of plants and also features
a sign reading "a society grows great when old men plant trees
whose shade they know they shall never sit in”.
Initially, I related to those words because of
wondering whether my apple tree will ever, in
my lifetime, provide shade or enough apples to
make a pie. Upon further thought, I know that
the words have a deeper meaning and perhaps
refer to those who try to make society great by
educating minds, by cultivating characters, and
by mentoring the growth of our youth.
We are beginning a new school year; one that
will be challenging for parents, children, and
educators. Let us remember to appreciate
those who "plant trees", teach students, and
those who simply try to make the world a
better place, and keep them in our
prayers. Thank you teachers!

DON’T FORGET THE
DEACONS!

Please keep the Deacons in mind on the first
Sunday of each month. All of the loose money
collected on those Sundays will go to support the
ministry of the Deacons.
Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons - Jim
Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda Rance,
Mary Chamberlain, Barbara Greene, Trish Harris
& Bev Miller.

AUGUST 10 SESSION HIGHLIGHTS
The Ecumenical Labor Day Weekend Service held on the Village Green annually is being planned under the
state guideline of a limit of 50 people and was approved by the Village of Clinton.
After quite a discussion of when worship time of 9:30 A.M. or 10:30, the session voted to return to 10:30
A.M. the first Sunday after Labor Day.
For September 11, 2020 The Edward Felt Scholarship Fund committee wants music to be played through
from the bell tower and after checking with the Carillon Company music cannot be played through the
carillon but music can be programmed through the speakers. This will looked into and hopefully the problem
can be resolved.
Dwight Dibble is getting ready to begin repair work on the bell tower in a few weeks.
The Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe was invited back to the park for the Farmer’s Market after having their
display outside the side entrance in Williams St. Their first week back brought in $500.

Want to see what else is on the
calendar? You don’t have to call
the office. Go to our home web
page - stonepres.org, and click on
the “Calendar” tab at the top or on
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HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:

This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO,
CONDITIONER, SOAP, TOOTHPASTE & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food or personal
needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or ceilgilbert@yahoo.com.
Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the kitchen from
Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are happy to accept volunteers
earlier in the day to help in the kitchen. Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com.

COUNTRY PANTRY:

Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.

The needs of the pantry continues to grow during this pandemic. over 700 families were provided with food and
hygiene products in the month of August. The pantry continues to follow COVID mandates so everyone is kept safe.
The pantry underwent a cleaning process and is now in need of filling their shelves again. SO, everything is needed
and appreciated. Drop off boxes are available at the library, arena and at Hunts realty as well as church.

THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE: For 17 years, BeadforLife has been a

circle of inspiration and engagement between the impoverished women in Africa and
supporters around the world. BeadforLife worked to eradicate poverty by employing
artisans in Uganda, selling their beautiful handcrafted items, and creating a sister
organization, the Street Business School, which allowed the women to start small local
businesses that sustained their families and moved them out of poverty. Now that COVID
-19 has caused a global collapse of retail sales, BeadforLife has ceased operations, but the
Street Business School continues. It is already working in 21 countries globally and is on
track to help 1 million women out of poverty by 2027. We still have a large selection of
beautiful Bead for Life jewelry at our Fair Trade Shop at Stone Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton.
We are open in the shop every Thursday from 10am to 4pm, at the Farmer’s Market on the Village Green from
10am to 4pm and by appointment by calling 315-853-1070. All customers will be required to wear a face mask.
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside the shop. Let
us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit
our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or like us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/
buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe.

THE RISE AGAINST HUNGER program supported by the Clinton Area
Ministerium is being led again by the Clinton Methodist Church who has enlisted the
Clinton churches, community organizations, schools and residents to participate in “Rise
Against Hunger, “an international program aimed at eradicating world hunger through the
provision of highly nutritious pre-packaged food. This year it is hoped 40,000 meals can
be assembled and packed. Additionally, members and friends are asked to commit to
work at the packaging event held at the Clinton High School cafeteria on October 3. There is a signup sheet in the
back of the church sanctuary. Participants are asked to select a shift during which they can be assigned to an
appropriate task. More participation in packing will result in a greater opportunity to provide desperately needed food
to those on the edge of starvation. We will be following state guidelines, so please wear your masks. Please mark
your calendar and plan to participate in this event.
More information regarding the Rise Against Hunger can be found at https://www.riseagainsthunger.org/about-us/ or
by contacting Bryan Roy at Clinton Methodist Church, 315-853-3358.
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WANTED: YOUR PER
CAPITA!
Please note that per capita payments for 2020
are now being readily accepted!!! Our per
capita charge this year is $41.14 per member.
The church is assessed this amount for each
member on the membership roll. The per
capita is the cost of our representative
democracy as a church and supports the
meetings and operations of the Presbytery,
Synod and General Assembly. Please
consider sending your per capita either
directly to the church office (P.O. Box 33,
Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with
your pledge envelope.
Thank you in advance for your help.

Stone Church has implemented a
new online giving tool called
Givelify that is also available as
an app on your smart mobile
device. Check it out on our web
page.
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SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS

Jason, Georgette and their family
The Harrison Family
The Rudge Family
The Moore Family
Ellen Phillips
All who are effected by this global pandemic
Pat Joseph
Mandy Machold
Debra LaFont

1

-

Shelly Coe

4

-

Alan Tuttle

7

-

Mary Ann Stiefvater
Cynthia Barns

14 -

Cynthia Ellis

16 -

Janice LeFrois

17 -

Sarah LaFont

Matt Fletcher

18 -

Dennis Dewey

Jason & Tanya Hamshar
Andrew Bering
Elaine Heekin
Tiffany Heintz
Dorothy Alberico
David Harris

19 -

Nicole Schilder

22 -

Deli Rogers

23 -

Tricia Tuttle

Ceil Gilbert
Sue Russo
25 -

Samantha Reed

26 -

Elena Schilder

27 -

Emily Hughes

28 -

Sue Rambo
Ann Smallen
Camryn St. Hilaire-D’Antonio

29 -

Brittany DeRosa

30 -

Nikki Reynolds

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY!!
SEPTEMBER
9-2-78

Dennis & Sue Dewey
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Hello September!
This September is like no other we have experienced. COVID-19
has changed our lives. We are worried, stressed, anxious. We can
find hope, understanding and peace in prayer. We can find hope, understanding
and peace hearing God’s word from Pastor Scott on Sunday in church or on line.
“4 Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness be
known to everyone. The Lord is near. 6 Do not worry about anything, but in
everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be
made known to God. 7 And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding,
will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.”
Philippians 4:4-7
We can enjoy September. We can find the small joys of life – wrap our hands
around a warm mug, jump in leaves, feel crisp autumn breezes, carve a pumpkin,
or go on a hay ride.

CALL FOR STORYTELLERS!
The Stone Storytellers focus on the spiritual dimension of learning
the texts of scripture by heart, on improving our skills, and on
taking what we have to offer out to other churches. We are uniquely
blessed by God to have these gifted and committed people who so
eagerly share the joy and vitality of telling the sacred texts by heart.
You don’t have to be a member of Stone Church to be a storyteller!

The Stone Storytellers meet monthly at Stone Church (usually on the fourth Monday of the month at 7:00 p.m.)
to tell stories and make plans for telling the texts by heart in worship. See Pastor Scott Leonard to learn more.

As of 8/22/20, we were able
to mail out a check to
Clinton United Methodist
Church for $1,800.00
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A NOTE FROM TRUDI

On September 11, 2001 United Airlines Flight 93 was hijacked by terrorists and crashed into a
field in Shanksville, Pa.. The actions of the passengers on that flight prevented another attack
on Washington DC.
Edward Porter Felt was one of the heroes of flight 93. On this September 11th there will be a
dedication of a memorial to Edward Porter Felt and the others who perished on that day in
2001.
Stone Church will be participating in that dedication by ringing our bell and playing a recording of wind chimes
composed by Sam Pellman through our carillon during the dedication ceremony.
The ceremony will take place at 6pm on September 11 at the Clinton Central School Memorial Brick Garden.

The Marquee Board in the front of the church is
finished thanks to Emily Hughes and the Memorial
Fund!! After being there for well over 75 years and
dilapidated , it got a new face lift!
The Mahogany wood around the casing has either
been refurbished or replaced. There are also new
letters and lighting.
Another thank you to John at Proforma for his great
work!
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A LETTER FROM THE STONE CHURCH SESSION
September 2020

Dear Members and Friends of Stone Church
The last few months have certainly been challenging for us all. We, as your chosen Session members have
worked hard to insure our congregation’s opportunities for prayer, comfort and stimulating worship have
been as uninterrupted as possible. But our work was merely a small part of a much bigger effort.
Working within NY State and local regulations, Presbytery recommendations, the realities of our physical
space and our congregation’s demographics has had its challenges. The tireless leadership and creativity
offered by our Pastor, Scott Leonard, has made what might have been insurmountable obstacles manageable.
Special appreciation should be extended to Scott, Helen, Rob Kolb and Donna Goodfriend who have insured
that our wonderful Sunday services have continued with only minor interruptions
Appreciation also must be offered to you, the members and friends of this Church. During the difficulties
and uncertainties of the last few months, your financial support and participation in our church
responsibilities has not faltered. You have been faithful and steadfast in your involvement with the welfare
of our Church and its members, with serving Hope House, The Country Pantry, and the Presbyterian
Mission Agency and with being responsive to the myriad community needs created by this crippling
pandemic. We offer you our heartfelt thanks and gratitude.
We are confident that Stone Church will be able to accept whatever is ahead of us with the same spirit and
determination that has guided us thus far. After a September 6 worship on the Green, on September 13 we
will return to our building for 10:30 AM worship . For the foreseeable future, every Sunday at 10:30 AM,
we will continue to offer both online and in-person worship in accord with the existing Covid-19
regulations. Right now this means that masks and social distancing are required and that music will not
include singing either by choir or congregation. Additionally, we will not be able to enjoy our hospitality
time (and our after- church coffee and goodies!) in the Norton Room. As regulations change, we will make
adjustments and make sure you are aware of the changes.
Regardless of what occurs in the months ahead, we are so very thankful for the opportunities we will have to
thank and serve our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. There is much to be done in His service and we are
looking forward to our continued working together.

Sincerely,
Stone Presbyterian Church Session

Scott Leonard, Moderator
Sherry Robinson, Clerk of Session
Pat Joseph
Grace Whittemore
Donna Goodfriend
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor
Cell: 315-723-7420
Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com
Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus
Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb
Office Manager: Janice LeFrois
Sexton: Jesse Miller
Office: 315-853-2933
www.stonepres.org

Clerk of Session: Sherry Robinson
Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos
Treasurer: Christine Menard
Email: stonepres@stonepres.org
www.facebook.com/stonepres

Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook.
Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. weekdays except Tuesdays until 10/20/20

Newsletter team:

Please note…

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge
Bakos, Mary Chamberlain Emily
Hughes and Janice LeFrois who have
collated, folded, taped and labeled this
issue of The Corner Stone just for you!

The deadline for the issue of the October
newsletter is Wednesday, Sept.. 16th.
Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951
with any questions.

To see a color version of this newsletter in pdf format, visit stonepres.org.

