
 

WORSHIP AT STONE IN  OCTOBER                

 
 
October 4, 2020 – World Communion Sunday– The Lord’s Supper 
Exodus 20:1–4, 7–9, 12–20   God gives Moses the Ten Commandments 
Psalm 19   The law of the Lord is perfect 
Philippians 3:4b–14   Paul puts the past behind and strives for the future 
Matthew 21:33–46   Parable of the wicked tenants 
Sermon: “Blind Ambition” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
 

 
October 4, 2020 – Blessing of the Animals – 1:00 p.m. on the Village 
Green 
An ecumenical service to bless people’s companions and collect pet food for The 
Country Pantry (Details inside!) 
 

 
October 11, 2020 – 19th Sunday after Pentecost 
Exodus 32:1–14   The people of Israel make a golden calf. 
Psalm 106:1–6, 19–23   God shows favor even to a sinful people 
Philippians 4:1–9   Rejoice in the Lord always and strive for excellence! 
Matthew 22:1–14   The parable of the wedding banquet.  
Sermon: “Taking Sides” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
 

 
October 18, 2020 – 20th Sunday after Pentecost 
Exodus 33:12–23   Moses seeks a more intimate knowledge of the Lord. 
Psalm 99   Extol the Lord, holy is he! 
1 Thessalonians 1:1–10   Paul commends the faith of the Thessalonians. 
Matthew 22:15–22   Jesus is questioned about paying taxes. 
The Rev. Jeff McArn preaching 
 
 

 

October 25, 2020 – Reformation Sunday – The Lord’s Supper 

Deuteronomy 34:1–12   The death of Moses 

Psalm 90:1–6, 13–17   O prosper the work of our hand, thanks to God 

1 Thessalonians 2:1–8  Appeal to the Thessalonians with sincerity. 

Matthew 22:34–46   The greatest commandment. 

Sermon: “Tough Love” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 

 OCT 2020 

 Stone Church ~ The Church on the Green 

The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of 

Christ, engaging in worship that inspires and challenges us to learn and 

grow as we reach out in caring and service, trusting in the love of God.  

The Corner Stone 
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Free fall.  

“October is about trees revealing colors they’ve hidden all year.  People have 
an October as well.” JmStorm 

I do love October.  When I was young(er) it was, in part, because of my 
birthday, which now with each year has the dubious distinction of less 
anticipatory excitement and more grateful relief as to yet another year of being 
upright and healthy. 

But many people enjoy October for the fall foliage, particularly here in central and northern New 
York as well as New England, which brings a number of “leaf peepers.”  And there’s something about 
the sunny days and crisp, cool nights; apple picking, apple cider, and apple pies; and capping the 
month off with Halloween, particularly if you have young children or grandchildren. 

From the church calendar perspective, we start the first Sunday off with World Communion Sunday 
which celebrates our oneness in Christ with all our brothers and sisters around the world, seeking to 
promote Christian unity and ecumenical cooperation as we celebrate the Lord’s Supper—albeit each 
in our own way.  And the last Sunday of the month we commemorate the start of the Reformation 
under Martin Luther, who sought not to start a new branch of Christianity but to reform abuses he saw 
under the existing church.  Still, Protestantism was born and with it eventually came hundreds of 
denominations, each with their own polity and theology, though much of it overlapping. 

And from our cultural calendar we are seven months into a global pandemic with a million deaths and 
30 times as many cases; economic devasting impacts; struggles for teachers, students, and parents for 
online and in-classroom teaching; natural disasters all around us ranging from wild fires to hurricanes 
and flooding to tornados and more; and all with a contentious political scene beyond anything in our 
country’s history.  It seems like we got pushed out of a perfectly fine airplane and are in free fall—
with a parachute that doesn’t seem to be working. 

This understandably makes us anxious and even angry, since we seem to be at the whims of Mother 
Nature and political forces and it doesn’t seem like we have any control over any of it.  We can, 
however, control our reaction to these events and thus change the outcome.  It is times like these that 
do humble us and force us to admit that we are not in control, that we can’t do it on our own, that, as I 
have probably quoted before from Abraham Lincoln, “I have been driven many times upon my knees 
by the overwhelming conviction that I had no where else to go. My own wisdom and that of all about 
me seemed insufficient for that day.” 

Many of you, like me, have probably participated in a team-building exercise called a “trust fall” in 
which a person deliberately falls, trusting the members of a group to catch them. And as scary as it is, 
God invites us to let go and fall, trusting in him, so that the peace of Christ may rule in our hearts.  As 
author and speaker Katie M. Reid writes, “Courage is required as we free fall into grace.”    

That doesn’t mean we give up on the world or on changing it.  In fact, it means the opposite.  That 
with God we need not be anxious, but renewed to be God’s instruments to help bring peace and 
wholeness to a broken world as he does with each of us who lets him and as we support one another 
as a community of faith.  As the anthem says, “Remember all the hearts that love you, then freely give 
as you receive, and you will find what you were made for; to be a gift to a world in need.” 

Shalom, 
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          Historical Period Revisited—A Glimpse into Stone Church’s Past              
                  

Thomas Hastings 0ct. 15, 1784—May 15, 1872, American hymn writer 

 

In the harsh winter of February 1797, Thomas (age 12) and his family arrived by sleighs and ox-sleds in Clinton, NY from 

Washington, Connecticut. His father, Dr. Seth Hastings, was a physician who purchased a 59 acre farm a little over a mile 

from the Clinton “green” on Fountain Street. The Hastings family was a musical family and could be found providing their 

own entertainment in their home and at times inviting friends over to join them on holidays. Thomas was born an albino 

and as a result, the condition left him with poor eyesight requiring large thick glasses. His singing helped him overcome a 

stammering speech impediment. With encouragement from his older brother Seth, Jr., Thomas began conducting the 

church choir as a teenager. With Ephraim Hart on the bass viol and Truman Hart on the flute, Thomas led the choir in the 

“Old White Meetinghouse.” These were the only available accompanying instruments since an organ was rare in those 

days. According to A. D. Gridley, from his book The History of the Town of Kirkland, “when Thomas Hastings held the 

tuning fork, and these singers and players did their best, the old arches resounded with melodies and harmonies not often 

excelled in these days of organs and other modern improvements.” 

Thomas began conducting singing schools in Brookfield and Bridgewater for a few sessions. He also had successful 

singing-school sessions in Utica and New Hartford. He left Clinton in 1819 because he was sought after to conduct schools 

in several surrounding communities branching out further to Skaneateles, Auburn, and Seneca Falls and later to Troy and 

Albany. At the same time that he was involved with singing schools he was also composing hymn tunes and writing hymn 

texts, compiling anthem and hymn collections. Thomas’s goal was to improve church music. In addition to writing music 

he became a lecturer of music, authored several books on musical taste, and early in his career was editor of the Western 

Recorder published by Andrew Merrell and Charles Hastings (his brother). In the Western Recorder he described how he 

overcame his stammer and did it with a bit of humor. 

Later in his career, New York University bestowed upon him the honorary Doctor of Music degree in 1858 in appreciation 

of his contribution to church music in the nineteenth century. When Thomas Hastings’ son Thomas Samuel became the 

pastor of West Presbyterian Church on 42nd St. NYC, Thomas Hastings then left the Dutch Reformed Church on 

Washington Square where he had been choir director to worship in his son’s church and where he was asked to be the choir 

director. 

Besides being musical, what was the man really like as a person? In an obituary tribute from The New-York Evangelist, 

Anson Randolph said of him… “He had a marvelous kindness of heart, a serenity of temper, and a gentleness of manner, 

rarely found in men…Yet childlike as he was in spirit, there was nevertheless in and about him a personal force, a depth of 

feeling, a clearness of conviction, a rigidity of purpose, a manly piety—and all so united, so tempered and refined—that 

few could resist his influence.” 

Many years later, during the nation’s bicentennial of 1976 the Clinton 

Historical Society, led by Dr. Lee Hastings Bristol Jr., recognized Thomas 

Hastings’ accomplishments by placing a marker at the main entrance of our 

church that reads: Clinton was the boyhood home of Thomas Hastings who 

served this church as choir director. His best known hymn is “Rock of 

Ages.” 

At the same time a bronze plaque had been donated by the National Music 

Council, Federal Historical Society and Exxon that reads: A Landmark of 

American music, Thomas Hastings 1784 -1872; American composer and 

publisher. His hymn tunes number more than 1000 and are regarded as some 

of the finest of his time. 

   
source: Clinton Historical Society 
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God, Mission and Caring  - The Hands of  God 

 

In the Summer of 2018 Hope House Newslights, Executive Director John Madej offered the 
following story . 

 

A rich man, was sitting in a synagogue one day, and as many people do, was dozing during the sermon. As he was 
dozing off, members of the congregation were reading from the book of Leviticus in the Torah. And they were 
saying that in the ancient times, in the temple of Jerusalem, the priest  

used to have bread which he used to place onto a special table in the temple. The man was asleep, but he heard the 
words “bread, temple, God,” and then he woke up. He says, “God wants bread. That’s it. God wants bread. I know 
what God wants. 

The man rushed home and after the Sabbath he made 12 loaves of bread, took them to the synagogue, opened the 
ark and says, “God, I don’t know why you want this bread, but here you are.” And he put the bread into the ark 
with the scrolls of the Torah. Then he went home. 

I could stop here and point out that many of us are perhaps not asleep but are not really paying attention as we try to 
discern what God wants from us. And we often act and then worry if our actions make sense. But instead, I will 
continue the story. 

The cleaner comes into the synagogue and says, “Oh God, I’m in so much trouble. I’ve got children to feed. My 
wife is ill. I’ve got no money. What can I do? God, will you please help me? Ah what a wonderful smell.”  And he 
goes to the ark and opens it. “There’s bread! God you’ve answered my plea. You’ve answered my question of what 
I should do.” The man takes the bread and goes home. 

Meanwhile, the rich man thinks to himself, “I’m an idiot. God wants bread? God, the one who rules the entire 
universe wants my bread?” He rushes to the synagogue. “I’ll get it out of the ark before anyone finds it.” He goes 
to the ark and looks, but the bread is not there. And he says, “God you really did want it. You wanted my bread. 
Next week with raisins.” 

This went on for years. Every week the rich man would bring bread with raisins and all sorts of good things and 
put it into the ark. Every week the cleaner would come and say, “God, you’ve answered my plea again.” He would 
take the bread home. 

This went on until a new rabbi arrived and saw what was going on. He calls the two men into his office and says, 
“You know, this is what’s happening,” and tells them. 

And the rich man, crestfallen, says, “You mean God didn’t want my bread/” And the poor man says, “And you 
mean God didn’t answer my plea?” 

The rabbi says, “You’ve misunderstood me. You’ve misunderstood totally. Of course, what you are doing,” he says 
to the rich man, “is answering God’s plea that we should be compassionate. And God,” he says to the poor man, 
“is helping you and answering your plea that people should be compassionate and give.  

He looks at the rich man and holds his hands and says, “Don’t you understand? These are the hands of God” 

As I think about all the Mission activities with which Stone Church is involved, when I see the care and concern 
members and friends lavish upon others, when I see the generosity members show when there is a financial need, I 
too see God’s hands.  Yours are the hands of God. 

 

Mary Ann Steifvater 
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DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the first 

Sunday of each month. All of the loose money 

collected on those Sundays will go to support the 

ministry of the Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons - Jim 

Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda Rance, 

Mary Chamberlain, Barbara Greene, Trish Harris 

& Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

 20/20 is considered perfect vision. Maybe God is using 2020 for us 

to see clearly that He’s in charge and the only one that can help us!!!  

This is sure something I am sure we are all thinking.  2020 hasn’t 

looked like what any of us thought it would. …except to God. The 

fact is we don’t have control over our lives as much as we try to 

plan, schedule and anticipate things. In all of these crazy ups and 

downs, God has remained faithful. At the heart of 20/20 spiritual 

vision is the ability to see clearly that what we need most is Mercy, 

Forgiveness, Grace and Love. So let’s pray this year for strength to 

trust His plan, even when our own dreams and plans fail. To see our 

lives through God’s eyes is to see with 20/20 spiritual vision.  How 

is your spiritual 20/20 vision?  I know God’s vision is better than 

mine!!! 

 

 

 

 

Clinton Community Churches, Service Organizations, and Educational Institutions are helping to provide 45,000 
meals for hungry people around the world. 

Rise Against Hunger’s meal packaging program is a volunteer-based initiative that coordinates the assembly-line 
packaging of highly nutritious dehydrated meals comprised of rice, soy, vegetables, and 23 essential vitamins and 
minerals. Rise Against Hunger meals are provided in schools to encourage increased enrollment and attendance. For 
adults in community empowerment programs, the provision of meals offsets productive time lost while attending 
training sessions. Meals distributed in hospitals and clinics may support patients’ nutritional needs and complement 
their treatments. For more information about Rise Against Hunger go to www.riseagainsthunger.org 

The Clinton Community’s goal is to raise $15,000 to fund the meals 

Each meal costs only 33 cents and donations are accepted at the link below 

Volunteers will help package up to 45,000 meals on Saturday, October 3rd  

We need about 120 volunteers for 2 shifts: 9am – 11am and 12:00pm – 2:00pm 

Children age 5-14 are welcome, but must be accompanied by an adult  

Families/groups of 3-5 are needed to operate the ingredient filling stations  

Extra precautions will be in place to follow CDC safe guidelines for social gatherings 

All volunteers must register online by October 2 at midnight.  

To Register or Donate, please visit: 

https://tinyurl.com/ClintonRAH2020 

For questions contact Beth Roy at royb03@gmail.com or Amy Bashant at amybashant@gmail.com  

http://www.riseagainsthunger.org
https://tinyurl.com/ClintonRAH2020
mailto:royb03@gmail.com
mailto:amybashant@gmail.com
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
 
 
 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  Our Fair Trade chocolate bars are rich in flavor with a 
smooth, creamy texture that melts in your mouth, made from cocoa and sugar sourced directly from 
small-scale farmer co-ops in Latin America.  We have dark chocolate almond and sea salt (55% cocoa), 
dark chocolate orange (65% cocoa), and dark chocolate total eclipse (92% cocoa), along with several 
other flavors.  These and many, many more wonderful and unique handmade items from 38 different 
countries are available at our Fair Trade Shop, Stone Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, 
Clinton.  We have a large selection of baskets, exquisite jewelry, collectibles, wood items, food items, 
clothing and toys.  Purchasing fair trade ensures artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy 
working conditions, providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized people.  We 
are open every Thursday from 10am to 4pm and by appointment by calling 315-853-1070.  All 
customers will be required to wear a face mask.  Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available.  Only one 
customer group at a time will be allowed inside the shop.  Let us be your go-to gift shop!  For more 
information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, lkolb@hamilton.edu, visit our website at https://
buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or like us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, TURKEY 
GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  
AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this 

fall, we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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WANTED: YOUR PER 

CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 
are now being readily accepted!!! Our per 
capita charge this year is $41.14 per member. 
The church is assessed this amount for each 
member on the membership roll. The per 
capita is the cost of our representative 
democracy as a church and supports the 
meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please 
consider sending your per capita either 
directly to the church office (P.O. Box 33, 
Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with 
your pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

We now have an Instagram 
account!!  You can find it 
under “stonepresbyterian. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Blessing of the Animals 

In Celebration of the 

Feast of St. Francis 

Sunday 

October 4   1:00 p.m. 

Clinton Village Green Gazebo 

Bring your pet to be blessed or have your pet 
blessed virtually by picture or digital image. 

 

Donations of pet food and supplies 

will be collected for pets of  
Country Pantry clients.  
Many living on fixed or limited 
income live alone and have  
companion animals that need 
support. 

         Please wear a mask! 

      Sponsored by the Clinton Area Ministerium  

                         HAMILTON CONSULTING CLUB ASSISTANCE 

At the end of May the Clinton Chamber of Commerce sent out email from Hamilton College on a 
newly formed Hamilton Consulting Club.  The intent was to enlist the support of Hamilton students to 
provide complimentary assistance with business strategy and customer engagement during the onset 
of the pandemic.  I reached out to Jake Hamel, the president of the club, and had a couple of Zoom 
meetings with them.  They helped me with some of the technology issues I was having in recording 
our services.  We also discussed doing more social media work and I started working with Sharon 
Hammer (pictured her), one of the members of the group.  Sharon had actually graduated in virtual 
fashion from Hamilton this year, but wanted to continue with group.  As a woman of faith herself and 
with experience in content creation, Sharon said she was excited to work with me on the Stone 
Presbyterian social media presence. Last month we started an Instagram (a photo and video sharing 

social networking service) account for Stone Church (https://www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/). and we meet 
weekly for her to assist in maintaining it with a look and feel to appeal to the typically younger audience of Instagram.  I 
thank her for getting us started and her continued support.  Sharon’s headquarters these days is back home in sunny South 
Florida where she works as Regional Marketing Manager for Mathnasium. Sharon says she misses CNY, but is so 
grateful to continue helping out this community of people that are so close to her heart.  
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1 - Rachel Christeler 

11 - Midge Bakos 

13 - Scott Leonard 

14 - Laura Hughes 

16 - Carolyn Barnum 

17  - Cros Harvey 

22 - Tyler Shenkel   

30 - Fred Windecker 

  Beverly Miller 

 

    OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS 

      HAPPY ANNIVERSARY!! 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

                      OCTOBER 
 

10-07-89  Ken & Shelley Coe 

10-07-95                     Zeke & Janice LeFrois 

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Judy Logan 

Bev Miller 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

Brian Daniels & family 

Gene Blackburn & family 

Jason, Georgette and their family 

The Harrison Family 

The Rudge Family 

The Moore Family 

Ellen Phillips 

Pat Joseph 

Mandy Machold 

Debra LaFont 

Matt Fletcher 

Jason & Tanya Hamshar 

Andrew Bering 

Elaine Heekin 

Tiffany Heintz 

Dorothy Alberico 

David Harris 
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          EVERYTHING IS POSSIBLE FOR ONE WHO BELIEVES   (Mark 9:23) 

Stewardship 2020   

 

October 18 is the start of our abbreviated 2020 Stewardship campaign. And no, our needs are not 
abbreviated, but the time in which some of our service is devoted to three central  aspects of Stewardship- 
use of our time, our talents and our financial resources- is somewhat abbreviated to three Sundays:  
October 18, 25 and November 1. November 1 will be our Consecration Sunday during which our 
commitments are made and celebrated.  And while Covid-19 restrictions preclude our enjoying our 
traditional luncheon, the celebration will include delicious box lunches.   

There is something especially appropriate that the strong and clear statement from Mark , “Everything is 
possible for one who believes”  is our Stewardship theme. This year has been filled with upheaval, 
uncertainty, and fear.  Fact and falsehoods are casually intertwined and our lives have been upended so 
those habits, joys and actions that were integral to our daily lives have either been set aside or modified to 
be almost unrecognizable. 

What is absolute and recognizable is the plethora of human need and God’s reliance upon us to meet that 
need just as he will meet our needs.  Despite upheaval and change, God’s certainty is unshaken. God is 
here for all who believe in his grace and presence. It is up to us to act with love and trust. Our joyful 
giving to Stone Church, and our accompanying pledge to labor towards a better world, is a way to 
demonstrate our faith in God’s presence. These three services will help us focus not on the need of the 
church to receive, but on the need of the giver to express joy in supporting God’s unswerving presence 
among us. Despite so much that concerns and confounds us, God is still here and expects us each to use 
our particular abilities to show “everything is possible.” 

We encourage you to plan to attend each of these Sunday services either in person or remotely. 
Additionally, please prayerfully consider what is right for you, and, most importantly, on Consecration 
Sunday, November 1, 2020, celebrate the marvelous reassurance of Mark 9:23 that “Everything is 
possible for one who believes”   

 While you are encouraged to make your financial commitment as a joyful act of worship by participating 
in the Consecration Sunday service on November 1 in the church sanctuary, we truly understand that 
attending church may not be possible. Your enclosed Estimate of Giving card can be mailed to Stone 
Church Office, PO Box 33 Clinton, NY 13323. 

Stewardship 2020 is truly inviting you to step forward with courage; to unstintingly spread love; and to 
tirelessly encourage all to live in a way that shows “Everything is possible for one who believes. (Mark 
9:23). 

THE CLOCK TOWER:  Dwight Dibble 
has begun the long awaited repairs to our Clock 
Tower. He will be pointing up the masonry where it 
had been breaking down.  It will take about 2 weeks 
or so to finish the job. 
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ECUMENICAL SERVICE:  We had a wonderful service this morning in bright sunshine and pleasant 
temperatures!  We had 20 people physically present: 15 congregants, 3 pastors (Michael, Janet, Scott), and 2 musicians 
(Bob Turner on soprano sax and Julia Omelko on keyboard, both from CUMC).  Patsy couldn’t make it, but gave us 
enough heads up that we could cover for her, including using her children’s story.  Zach Lewis, photojournalist from the 
Waterville Times, was there, so we should see some press from that.  
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                                                    SEPTEMBER  14TH SESSION MINUTES 

The session will continue communion by intinction because of COVID-19. 

     Now that we’re back to 10:30 a.m.  Worship, Scott Leonard suggested considering investing in internet for the 
church so that we can live stream our worship.  As other churches have already done so. 

     

 Dwight Dibble has started work on the bell tower using a lift located on the entrance walk to the church requiring 
[people to use the handicap entrance for services on Sept. 20th and 27th.  Hopefully being done by the time you 
receive this newsletter. 

      

In honor of Edward Porter Felt, on September 11, 2020 at 10:03 a.m., you could hear from our bell tower the late Dr. 
Dam Pellman’s composition “Tower of Voices” being played.  We were very honored to be a part of that special day. 

      

For Consecration Sunday on November 1st, Mary Ann Stiefvater will begin sending an informational letter  by 
October 18th followed by one last reminder.  The Session voted for boxed lunches on Nov 1st to cap off the program.  
The new banners you see hung in the sanctuary and the narthex were created by Mary Ann. 

      

The Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date has made $6,838.50 - compared to the $16,263.51 made last year at this 
time due to the limited restrictions of COVID-19 - down $9,250. 

An Update on John Banks Research of Dr. Jonathan Edwards 

Founder of Stone Church in 1791 

 When John Banks called me in June, he said he was referred to me by Dick Williams, our town historian. He 

said that he was researching Jonathan Edwards for a thesis he was working on for college. John asked if he could come 

to Clinton to see our original documents and to photograph them. He also contacted Scott Leonard. The morning of June 

30th was the date agreed to along with an afternoon appointment with Harry Young, the historian at New Hartford 

Presbyterian Church also founded by Dr. Edwards. 

 John spent two hours discussing our history, carefully taking pictures of the documents, and looking over my 

notebook of articles. He couldn’t have been more respectful of our pictures and documents. We discussed Christian 

Missionary Samuel Kirkland’s work with the Oneida Indians and his role in what became eventually Hamilton College, 

etc. John wanted to take a quick trip to the college before having a bite to eat and then head off to New Hartford to meet 

with Harry Young. I told him he was a gem and very knowledgeable. 

 After John said his goodbyes, he promised to let me know when he finished his thesis. Well, after a couple of 

months went by, curiosity got the better of me and I asked my daughter to send him an e-mail. Low and behold, he 

answered that very evening. He replied that he had finished his thesis and just finished submitting it for publication. 

John will graduate from the Southern Baptist Theological Society in December earning a Master of Theology with a 

concentration in Church History and is planning to hopefully continue studies of Jonathan Edwards Jr. in a PhD program 

at the Free University of Amsterdam. He also plans to send me a copy of his work soon. He asked me to say “Hello” to 

Scott and also asked about how our church was doing. 

 What a wonderful experience to meet with John Banks—the highlight of my summer!  

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge 

Bakos, Emily Hughes and Janice 

LeFrois who have collated, folded, taped 

and labeled this issue of The Corner 

Stone just for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  No-
vember newsletter is Monday, Oct.. 19th 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Jesse Miller                                                                              Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                             Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                 www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           

        Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                        Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. weekdays except Tuesdays until  10/20/20 


