
 

                                                      

         WORSHIP AT STONE IN                  All services will be virtual unless 

congregating restrictions are lifted by the government.   

                                             Watch our web page and Facebook site!  
  
 
 
 

 2020 

 Stone Church ~ The Church on the Green 

The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of 

Christ, engaging in worship that inspires and challenges us to learn and 

grow as we reach out in caring and service, trusting in the love of God.  
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Quo Vadis?  

 

Post-Its, Rubik’s Cube, “This is CNN”, Stone Presbyterian Church.  These all first 
appeared in 1980, the last one being a first for me.  In June 1980 I came to the area 
looking for an apartment for my first job out of college working as a systems engineer 
for GE Aerospace.  After considering places in Marcy, Whitesboro, and Waterville, at 
the recommendation of a person in human relations, I settled on the New Carriage 
House apartments in Clinton, NY.  Just coming to the area was pure chance (or was 
it?), but even then if I had started in any other place than Clinton, my life today would likely be completely 
different.   

I moved in on Saturday 8/2/80, started work Monday 8/4/80, and attended my first worship at Stone Church 
Sunday 8/10/80 (probably).  Little could I have predicted that I’d marry a local girl with three children and 
we’d have another, be laid off twice and still find good other jobs in the area, and then five years ago become 
the sole (commissioned lay) pastor at Stone as of Wednesday 7/1/15 after co-pastoring with the Rev. Dennis 
Dewey for six months before his retirement. 

Biblically, forty years is considered a long period time and a complete set of time in a way, like the reign of a 
king (Saul, David, Solomon each) or the Israelites wandering in the wilderness until an entire generation had 
passed (Num. 32:13).  I’ll have to say I don’t see my life in such a biblical pattern nor do I consider this two 
score years in Clinton anything epochal.  But it does give me—and, frankly, all of us—a chance to pause and 
reflect, particularly in this unprecedented pandemic and an upcoming divisive presidential election season.   

When I think back, even at the time I came here I did try to look ahead, particularly financially (i.e., save for 
some indeterminate future), but honestly could not picture what the 21st century was going to hold or what I’d 
be doing.  I did think that we’d be *somewhat* more like the Jetsons or Star Trek at least in the sense of 
science and reasoning using technology to better lives everywhere and compassion and wisdom being guiding 
principles undergirded by a diverse, but ecumenical spiritual faith.  Clearly, those ideals were too idealistic at 
least at the macro level.  At the personal level, though, I could not have been more blessed.  I pictured being 
happily married with children, but luckily naïve at how easy for me yet uncommon it would be to sustain that.  
And how fortunate to live in a community or have a church that was so giving, supporting, and kind to all.  
For that I am truly grateful. 

Part of it for me personally—and I encourage each of you as well—is to view change as inevitable and adapt 
without rancor, but with curiosity; to see change as an opportunity to evolve, to broaden our knowledge of the 
world while deepening our faith.  This pandemic has been such an opportunity, which the world at large has 
reacted with mixed success and attitude, but most churches and congregations, including ours, have adapted to 
because of (and in spite of) technology and, more critically, continued faithfulness.  Everyone learned Zoom 
was not something moving quickly, but a video conferencing tool that people who never would have bothered 
in the past learned to use out of desire and necessity and we have used it successfully for church meetings and 
hospitality times.  We used “phones” to record worship and, after various trials and tribulations, upload to 
“the cloud” for pretty easy access on Facebook or YouTube.  Just ten years ago these technologies were not 
readily available and we would have been truly isolated from one another except through phone calls. 

Now, as we hopefully have passed the crest of the pandemic, we will be open for services again, but it won’t 
be “business as usual.”  At least for a while we will keep physical distancing and wearing masks at worship 
and no socializing afterward in the Norton Room.  But we will also continue to record services for those 
uncomfortable attending in person or those who could never attend, but now can, thanks to us being forced to 
record the service.  So, we will try both in-person and online rather than either/or, a new and expanded 
community of faith. 

So, be safe, but enjoy the summer!  And remember through it all, whither goest thou, “Great is Thy 
faithfulness, Lord, unto me!” 

Shalom, 
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Historical Period Revisited—A Glimpse into Stone Church’s Past              

        Stone Church’s Connection to Houghton Seminary 1861 – 1903 

Part I 

 

Houghton Seminary for young girls from 1861 to 1903 was 
for years a leading institution of its kind in this part of the 
country. It was not a church school as the name seems to 
imply, but it was quite Presbyterian because most of the girls 
were of that faith and many from our church were either on 
the faculty or the board of trustees. All the girls were required 
to attend church. The Houghton pews at Stone Church and at 
St. James were well known. When the Gallups operated the 
school from 1861 to 1880, both Dr. Gallup and his wife, 
Marilla Houghton Gallup, for whom the seminary was named, 
had a great missionary influence on the students. Dr. Gallup 
was a Presbyterian minister and during the school’s history, 
many of graduates became missionaries. 

 Houghton Seminary was located on the easterly end of Chestnut Street with lawns and gardens that 
contributed to its beauty. The school was a two-story building 150’ by 54’ complete with a usable elevated 
basement able to accommodate l00 pupils. Not all girls came by train because there were several village 
girls who attended and quite a number from surrounding towns. Only about half of the students were 
boarders and almost an equal number of day scholars. Surprisingly a few girls came from the Northeast, a 
small percentage from the mid-west and a few from families from overseas. Because college preparatory 
courses were offered, only a few girls who planned to attend college went to Houghton. Most of the girls 
were completing their education—and a very complete education it was. That’s why Houghton offered 
both an Academic program and a Collegiate Program to serve the needs of students wishing to attend. Both 
programs were under the supervision of the Regents of the University of the State of New York. Houghton 
had a large and valuable library including a reading room for research. The students had access to Hamilton 
College’s library and science laboratories as well. The Academic Department offered Arithmetic, 
Geography, English Grammar, United States History, Physical Geography, Orthography, Penmanship, 
Reading, Latin Grammar, and the Bible. 

The Collegiate Department listed a more comprehensive four-year program to earn a diploma for 
entering college. Required courses included Latin, French, German, mathematics, botany, and geology and 
many more too numerous to list here. Courses in drawing, painting, music, gymnastics drills and Delsarte 
exercises were also offered. Again Bible Study was required each year no matter what department of study 
they chose. Boarding students paid $300 per year and day students paid $25 per year in the Academic 
Department and $30 a year in the Collegiate Department. The bulk of the students attending were from 
Clinton and other parts of New York.    

 After the Gallups retired in 1880, Amos Benedict owned and operated Houghton until its closure in 
1903. This school left a legacy of excellence for upper-middle class students outlasting several prior private 
schools. The Clinton Liberal Institute had moved away, Best’s, School had closed, Dwight’s Rural High 
School had burned, Florence Seminary and Huntington Hall had given up and Cottage Seminary had 
become a boy’s school. Houghton still remained—41 years.  

The Clinton Courier of July 6, 1865 reported, “There is no better school in any respect in the State for the 
daughters of Christian families”             

                                                                                         (to be cont.)  
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AND PEOPLE THOUGHT AND PRAYED AND STUDIED AND SHARED 
THEIR THOUGHTS, PRAYERS AND WISDOM.                                  

                                                    Mission for 2020 

 
As I have adjusted to the rather drastic changes in our lives, I personally have found beauty, inspiration and food for thought 
in other’s writing.  I am using this issue of The Cornerstone to share some of their words with you.  A majority, but not all, of 
these were written in response to the pandemic.  I found they each provided something helpful as I have tried to adjust and to 
live by my faith.  While I have no doubt that God is with us all and is expecting each of to live out our faith by taking action, 
as a  Christian living in an unsettled time, I do learn much from others.   
 
Cecelia Bogan from Hope House maintained communication with volunteers and supporters after Hope House closed its 
dining room on March 17. The closing, done in part to protect their volunteers who mainly are considered to be in a high risk 
category, was a fraught decision. In one of her first messages to the network of people involved with Hope House, she 
acknowledged both the contributions of volunteers and the value of the facility to its clients by saying, “We miss you. We 
miss the many volunteers and guests who bring their warmth and joy and laughter to our place. We miss the many hands 
making the work light….It is difficult to connect with our guests right now. Some are frightened, a few have fallen prey to 
conspiracy theories and some do not believe the virus exists. Most simply try to keep their distance, get their food and get 
back home.”  Celia made me remember that a lapse in opportunities to do what we’ve always done, does not negate the value 
of our previous efforts, nor erase the possibility of future contributions.  And it is always good to be reminded that not 
everyone respond to a crisis in the same way.  
 
Thomas Merton, an American scholar, political activist and Trappist Monk wrote: “You do not need to know precisely what 
is happening, or exactly where it is all going. What you need is to recognize the possibilities and challenges offered by the 
present moment, and to embrace them with courage, faith, and hope.” Thomas Merton died in 1968, so this exhortation was 
written long before COVID-19 became part of our vocabulary and yet seems  most apt.  
 
The Rev. Dr. Nelson (Stated Clerk PC USA) and Dr. Moffett (Director Presbyterian Mission Agency) offered a prayer during 
the time of COVID-19 that included these words:  “We have seen the worst in people and the best. Yet through it all, we take 
hope in Christ and Christ’s promise to never leave us…. Like the rest of the country, our Presbyterian communities are 
physically separated but we are still deeply connected through our common humanity, spirituality and strong faith in you, our 
God.”  Again, I was reminded of our connection with and responsibility for each other and the strength and presence of our 
God. We are our brother’s keeper and we must be committed to justice for all people. 
 
And if I need another reminder of the need to respect and cherish’ others lives, Elizabeth Groves, a magazine editor wrote:  
“When this is all over- and it will be- I don’t want to go back to normal, but to re-emerge better, and resolved to take time for 
meaningful moments and people in my life. If I’ve learned anything, it’s the importance of looking out for one another, and 
knowing the comforts of home, a good meal, the company of loved ones and the caring for all people are more than enough.”   
 
Kitty O’Meara offered words to remind us that within all the murky uncertainty, there are myriad opportunities. She wrote, 
“And the people stayed home. And read books, and listened, and rested, and exercised, and made art, and played games, and 
learned new ways of being, and were still. And listened more deeply. Some meditated, some prayed, some danced. Some met 
their shadows. And the people began to think differently. 
And the people healed. And, in the absence of people living in ignorant, dangerous, mindless and heartless ways, the earth 
began to heal. And when the danger passed, and the people joined together again, they grieved their losses, and made new 
choices, and dreamed new images, and created new ways to live and heal the earth fully, as they had been healed.”  My 
fervent hope is that at least a portion of her hopeful vision for a more thoughtful, more charitable, less dangerous future 
becomes a reality. Her hopes so echo those of Jesus as he worked to open human eyes to a new world order, to God’s world 
order. .   
 
By the time you have read this in the July/August issue of The Cornerstone, we will have gathered together at Stone Church 
on June 28. It will be a momentous occasion, in some ways familiar and in others so different.  I was unaware of how much it 
meant to me to worship together with all of you.  If nothing else, the months apart has taught me both the necessity of 
communal worship and the deep affection in which I hold all of you. As we continue to walk heretofore untrodden paths 
together and continue to have unimaginable opportunities open before us, God’s grace, our togetherness, and our willingness 
to listen and learn will make all things possible and all things bearable. 
 

Mary Ann 
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DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the first 

Sunday of each month. All of the loose money 

collected on those Sundays will go to support the 

ministry of the Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons - Jim 

Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda Rance, 

Mary Chamberlain, Barbara Greene, Trish Harris 

& Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

         I may be watching too much news, but it seems like our 
country has become more and more divided.  Wear a mask vs 
masks are useless.  Black lives vs blue lives vs all lives 
matter.  Liberal vs conservative; division, distrust and hatred 
abound.  I came across a prayer, perhaps written by someone 
feeling as frustrated as I do, that may provide a measure of 
comfort and healing for our community. 

"Grant, O God that your holy and life-giving Spirit 
may move every human heart, 
that the barriers which divide us may crumble,  
suspicions disappear, and hatreds cease, and that, 
with our divisions healed, we might live in justice and peace; 
through your Son, Jesus our Lord." 

On a brighter note, it will be nice to reunite in church once 
again.  Have a great summer! 

JUNE 8TH SESSION HIGHLIGHTS 

Scott Leonard reported that at Community Collection day held on June 6, 2020 there were 900 items collected and also 
$3100.00 in donations. Scott was even interviewed on WKTV for the occasion. 
 
Scott has enlisted the help of a Hamilton College student Jacob Camel to assist with video and uploading to Face book 
and YouTube for our services 
 
Our treasurer reports that pledges are on track—in fact somewhat ahead. Donations from non-pledges amounted to 
$356. Our investment company took a hit during this pandemic period but the fund is bouncing back Expenses are 
down and income is where it should be. 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater reported that a steady income is coming in for both Hope House and the Country Pantry—good 
news! 
 
Janice, our office manager, is doing a great job with being on top of the hand sanitizers, cleaners, masks & signs needed 
for the building for the CDC rules for COVID19. She not only has been a great shopper for supplies in watching the 
cost, she is cleaning the bathrooms and the kitchenette—helping to keep the rest of us safe. 
 
We have been receiving prayer requests and forwarding them to Janice, our office manager, to put in newsletters and 
Sunday bulletins. 

A classmate of Midge Bakos, John Marriott, reached out to Scott giving his history with Stone Church where he once 
served as an elder and met his wife at Stone. Both his parents and his wife Jan’s parents were also members of Stone 
Church. Scott replied to John thanking him for his time at Stone Church. Scott was impressed by John’s informing us 
that he liked the work Stone Church is doing in the community telling us that, “It shows what a small group can do 
when they are moved by the Lord.”  John sent a $25.00 contribution because of his request to receive our newsletter. 

Want to see what else is on the calendar?   
You don’t have to call the office.  Go to 
our home web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at the top or 
on the calendar icon: 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: FACE MASKS, 

JUICE BOXES, TOILETRIES (SUCH AS SOAP & SHAMPOO) AND PLASTIC BAGS. Any 
donation that you designate for food or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact 
Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

Our needs: Grains! Cereal, rice, rice products, noodles, spaghetti, Hamburger Helper or similar 
grain products. 

They are in need for items for the kidspack that are still in demand, such as kid friendly crackers, soup, 
cereal, granola bars, peanut butter etc. Also needed is pasta and jars of sauce. 

As of 6/25/2020, we have 

raised $1,602.00 towards 

our $2,000.00 goal. 

THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  Above are a couple pictures of our 

beautiful FairTrade Shop at Stone Presbyterian Church, 8 South Park Row, 
Clinton.  If you are looking for unique and unusual gifts, this is the place!  We have a 
large selection of lovely handcrafted items, including baskets, exquisite jewelry, 
collectibles, wood items, chocolate and food items, 
clothing, and toys from 38 different countries.  
Purchasing fair trade ensures artisans and small 
farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 

providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized people.  Due to 
the corona virus situation, we will NOT be present at the Farmer’s Market on the 
Village Green.  We will be open by appointment by calling 315-853-1070 and are 
also open on Thursdays from 10am to 4pm. All customers will be required to wear 
a face mask.  Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available.  Only one customer group 
at a time will be allowed inside the shop.  Let us be your go-to gift shop!  For more 
information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326,  visit our website at https://
buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or like us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

 At this time a monetary donation  mailed to P.O. Box 76 is the best way to go. 

Pat Joseph reported that Plexiglas from J-K was 
ordered for the Fair Trade Shop. Pat added that 
we at the Fair Trade Shoppe had been worrying 
about paying rent for the shop. The Session 
reassured her that not to worry about that issue. 
The shop is open by appointment only. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the kitchen from 
Monday through Saturday at reduced hours through the month of June.  They are tentatively planning to reopen the 
dining room in July and will need volunteers for then.  One guest at a time will be allowed in the serving area to 
receive a take out container.  If any servers are eager to come back, they are happy to accept volunteers earlier in 
the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 
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Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that is also 
available as an app on your smart mobile 
device.  Check it out on our web page.   

       

The office will be closed on 

Tuesdays starting July 7th    

through the month of August. 

We will resume regular hours 

on September 2nd.. 

WANTED: YOUR PER 

CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 
are now being readily accepted!!! Our per 
capita charge this year is $41.14 per member. 
The church is assessed this amount for each 
member on the membership roll. The per 
capita is the cost of our representative 
democracy as a church and supports the 
meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please 
consider sending your per capita either 
directly to the church office (P.O. Box 33, 
Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with 
your pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 
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REMEMBER IN PRAYER 

 

Jason, Georgette and their family 

The Harrison Family 

The Rudge Family 

The Moore Family 

Ellen Phillips 

All who are effected by this global pandemic 

Pat Joseph 

Mandy Machold 

Debra LaFont 

Matt Fletcher 

Jason & Tanya Hamshar 

Andrew Bering 

Elaine Heekin 

Tiffany Heintz 

Dorothy Alberico 

David Harris 

 

4 - Michele Christeler 

6 - Steven Zuchowski Sr. 

11 - Sherry Robinson 

17 - Shirley Williams 

19 - James Zuchowski 

  Matthew Zuchowski 

20 - Jeffrey Kolb 

  Steven Zuchowski Jr. 

  Jessie Coe 

23 - Jack Altdoerffer 

26 - Trisha Harris 

28 - Elizabeth Smith 

29 - Hans Peter Christeler, Jr. 

                       JULY BIRTHDAYS 

      HAPPY ANNIVERSARY!! 

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS 

 
1 - Kristen Goodfriend 

5 - Lauralyn Kolb 

  Heather Bagnall 

7 - Trudi Christeler 

9 - Jonathan LaFont 

11 - Susan Forbes 

13 - Clayton Whittemore   

  David Blanks 

16 - David Forbes 

19 - Lora Schilder 

21 - Germaine Gogel 

22 - Rob Kolb 

24 - Linda Rance 

  Debbie Zuchowski 

25 - Richard Raitt 

  John Menard 

  Caitlyn Copfer 

26 - Joe Pavlot 

 - Ken Coe 

27 - Pam Blanks 

29 - Sarah Machold 

   

July 
7-9  David & Jennifer Goodfriend 

7-9  Ben & Leanne  Hirshfield 

7-15-89           Tom & Ewa Lawrence 

August 

8-27-65 John & Mary Ann Stiefvater 

 
A VERY SPECIAL HAPPY BIRTHDAY,  
                TRUDI CHRISTLER! 
 

Trudi will be 96 on August 7th!  If you wish to send her a 
card (which she would love),  her address is: 

                99 Brookside Dr. Apt. 135 
                Clinton, NY 13323 
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THE 5TH ANNUAL COMMUNITY COLLECTION DAY  
Saturday, June 6, 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 noon.   
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SURPRISE!  SURPRISE!  SURPRISE! 

I recently received a phone call one morning from John Marriott who I remember well from school days. He 
said he’d been getting the newsletter from a friend of mine who had tucked it in an envelope and sent to him. He 
asked if he could be put on the mailing list and offered to send a donation to cover the costs. I told him that should be 
no problem. 

From graduation on I never saw him unless he attended a reunion and I don’t remember seeing him—my 
memory is failing. Following graduation I went off to Ithaca College, taught physical education 2 years, and after 
marriage and starting a family arrived back in Clinton in 1962. John had joined the Air Force. What I’m trying to say 
is that we took different paths and attended Stone Church at different times which added to the surprise. It was nice to 
hear from him—70 years since graduation in the class of 1950. 
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To  see a color version of this newsletter in pdf format, visit stonepres.org. 

  

 

Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge 

Bakos and Janice LeFrois who have col-

lated, folded, taped and labeled this issue 

of The Corner Stone just for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the Septem-
ber  newsletter is Wednesday, Aug. 17th. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 


