
 

                                                    An Order of Worship for the Lord’s Day 
                                                Stone Presbyterian Church 
                                 A Welcoming and Affirming Congregation 
                           November 8, 2020 ~ 23rd Sunday after Pentecost 

 
We Gather to Praise God 

 
PRELUDE “Voluntary on ‘Old 100th” Henry Purcell 
(Please listen quietly to the prelude as the community prepares for worship) 
 
POURING OF THE BAPTISMAL WATER 
 
WELCOME 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP    

Give ear, O people, to the Lord’s teaching; incline your ears to the words of 

God’s mouth. 

  We will open our mouths in a parable; we will utter sayings from of 

old, things that we have heard and known, that our ancestors 

have told us. 

We will not hide them from their children; we will tell to the coming generation 

the glorious deeds of the Lord, and his might, and the wonders that he has 

done. 

  God established a decree in Jacob, and appointed a law in Israel, 

which he commanded our ancestors to teach to their children.  

That the next generation might know them, the children yet unborn, and rise up 

and tell them to their children, 

  So that they should set their hope in God, and not forget the works 

of God, but keep his commandments. 

For the Lord is good; his steadfast love endures forever. 

All:  Let us worship God. 

 
HYMN #485 vv. 1, 2          “To God Be the Glory” TO GOD BE THE GLORY 
(See insert for the hymn.  You are encouraged to meditate on the words instead of 

singing while the music is played) 
 

 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (first together, then in silent reflection) 

Holy and merciful God, through the ages you have been with your 
people through good times and bad and have spoken through 
your prophets and your Son.   

Yet we continue to forgot you and ignore your teachings.   
We decry those who sin against us while we are blinded to sins we 

commit against others.   
Forgive us and may we use even a portion of your grace to serve 

you and to help those who truly suffer that they may know you 
and your great love for all of us.   

Through your grace, the walls of sin that separate us from you 
have been torn down through our Savior, the Son of David, 
Jesus the Messiah. 

Amen.   
 
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
 
+THE PEACE OF CHRIST    
 

   We Listen for the Word of God 
 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
(You are invited to say the “amen” aloud.) 
 
LESSONS FROM THE SCRIPTURES 
 

Joshua 24:1–3a, 14–25   The Israelites pledge to follow the Lord. 
          The Word of the Lord. / Thanks be to God.  
 

1 Thessalonians 4:13–18   The coming of the Lord. 
          The Word of the Lord. / Thanks be to God 
 

SOLO “The Church Within Us” Kent Schneider 
 Sung By Rob Kolb 

 
Matthew 25:1–13   The wise and foolish girls. Told by Donna Goodfriend 
          The Word of the Lord. / Thanks be to God.  

 
SERMON “Wise or Foolish” 

We Respond in Faith with Thanksgiving 
 



HYMN #15 vv. 1, 2 “Rejoice! Rejoice, Believers” 
ELLACOMBE/LLANGLOFFAN 
(See insert for the hymn.  You are encouraged to meditate on the words instead of 

singing while the music is played) 
 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (From “The Confession of 1967”) 

The reconciling work of Jesus was the supreme crisis in the life of 
humankind.   

His cross and resurrection become personal crisis and present 
hope for women and men when the gospel is proclaimed and 
believed.   

In this experience, the Spirit bring God’s forgiveness to all, moves 
people to respond in faith, repentance, and obedience, and 
initiates the new life in Christ.   

Now to him who by the power within us is able to do far more 
abundantly than all we ask or think, to him be the glory in the 
church and in Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and ever. 
Amen.       

 
LIFE OF THE CHURCH, JOYS & CONCERNS 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  and THE LORD’S PRAYER      
 “debts/debtors” (Traditional, Hymnal, p. 16)   
TITHES AND OFFERING 
(You can deposit in the plate in the back before or after worship) 
 
PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 

We Are Sent Out to Serve  

HYMN #419 vv. 1, 4 “How Clear Is Our Vocation, Lord” REPTON 
(See insert for the hymn.  You are encouraged to meditate on the words instead of 

singing while the music is played) 

CHARGE & BENEDICTION 
 

+POSTLUDE      “Repton” James Ferguson 

STONE CHURCH WELCOMES YOU TO WORSHIP 

November 8, 2020 ~ 23rd Sunday after Pentecost ~ 10:30 a.m. 

 
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, 

engaging in worship that inspires and challenges us to learn and grow 
as we reach out in caring and service, trusting in the love of God.  

 
All the People, Ministers 

 

 Stone Presbyterian Church         Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor 

 PO Box 33, 8 South Park Row                         G. Roberts Kolb, Director of Music  
 Clinton, New York 13323           Gerald G. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 
 315-853-2933 Janice LeFrois, Office Administrator 
 stonepres@stonepres.org                                               Lee Kelso, Sexton 

www.stonepres.org ~ www.facebook.com/stonepres 
www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 



  



 
 

 



STEWARDSHIP:  “Everything is possible for those who believe,” our 2020 

Stewardship theme endures, as does your opportunity to participate. If you have 

not yet submitted your 2020 pledge, or if you have thought of additional ways you 

would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please do so. 

Estimate of Giving sheets are on the table as you enter church or are available in 

the church office. If you have questions, please see our pastor, Scott Leonard. 

Most sincere thanks to all who participated in this three Sunday event which 

culminated with our Consecration Sunday activities on November 1. It was a 

meaningful experience   for all and shows the faith and loyalty we all have for both 

God’s presence in our lives and for Stone Church and our Church family and friends.   

 

CONNECTING COMMUNITIES: Towards a Better Understanding of Racism in 

the U.S.  On Thursday, November 12 at 7 p.m. on Zoom, Utica Councilperson Delvin J. 

Moody will lead a discussion based on Ibram X. Kendi's book Stamped from the Beginning: 

The Definitive History of Racist Ideas in America. All are welcome to join this community-

wide conversation on race.  Participants may choose to read the book before the program but 

it is not required. Please contact your local library for a copy. The program is presented by 

Hamilton Employees Against Racism (HEAR) with support from the Kirkland Town Library 

and Utica Public Library. 

To register, visit https://forms.gle/2jrerG6CW9HRsTot5. For more information about the 

program, email clinton@midyork.org or call 315-853-2038 or email clinton@midyork.org. 

 

HOPE HOUSE:  This month’s wish list includes the following: BREAKFAST 

CEREAL, COFFEE, SUGAR, HOT CHOCOLATE, BUTTER OR MARGARINE, 

DEODORANT, SHAMPOO, CONDITIONER, NAPKINS, TOILET PAPER.  Any 

donation that you designate for food or personal needs will greatly be appreciated. Any 

questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 

THE COUNTRY PANTRY:  The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following 
items this fall:  Canned Sweet Potatoes, Cranberry Sauce,  Applesauce, Turkey 

Gravy, Boxed Stuffing, Canned Green Beans, Shampoo, Toothpaste  and KIDSPAK 

items or Monetary Donations. 

 

FAIR TRADE SHOPPE: Come and take advantage of our 25% off sale on all 

Maggie’s products.  Enjoy the moisture-wicking comfort or our organic wool 

lightweight dress socks available in unique patterns (colors vary) that wrap around the 

leg and foot.  Organic farming practices, adhering to organic processing standards, and 

minimizing carbon footprint by producing only within the Americas.  Maggie’s is a 

leader in textile sustainability.  unique handmade gift items from 38 different countries   

are available at our Fair Trade Shop, Stone Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, 

Clinton.  We are open every Thursday and Saturday from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. by 

appointment only, please call 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face  

 

mask.  Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available.  Only one customer group at a time will be 

allowed inside.  Let us be your go-to gift shop!   
 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale 

this fall, we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission 

of year-end donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission 

and Thea Bowman House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put 

them in the collection plate, send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne 

Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These organizations will be in greater need this year than 

ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, Treasurer, Women’s Association. 

                                        

                                          

                                            THE CALENDAR  
    
                                        

Thursday – 11/12/20:                  10:00 a.m.- 4:00 p.m.                     Fair Trade Shoppe 

Saturday – 11/14/20:                   10:00 a.m.- 4:00 p.m.                     Fair Trade Shoppe 

Sunday – 11/15/20:                     10:30 a.m.                                      Worship 

 

Members/Friends of the Week: 

 

Midge Bakos 

Tanya & Jason Hamshar 

Bruce Hapanowicz 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=MzT7O644&id=674959F048497CF1D1400F6CE02F88DF75552993&thid=OIP.MzT7O644egsSa2tzOwmv5QAAAA&mediaurl=http://www.clipartbest.com/cliparts/aTq/eo6/aTqeo6dLc.gif&exph=354&expw=450&q=free+clip+art+calendar&simid=608044711771243116&selectedIndex=19&qpvt=free+clip+art+calendar


 

Want to see what else is on the calendar?  Go to our Web page –     

stonepres.org & click on the “CALENDAR ICON” 

 

 

PRAYER CHAIN:  If you would like to add someone to our prayer list or would like to 

receive the prayer list for daily prayer, please go to our website www.stonepres.org and click 

on “Prayer Request”  

Prayer Request: 
 

Rick Heintz 

Gary Parson & his doctors 

Judi Parsons 

Jeff Kolb 

Hamilton College 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Jeff Leonard                                          

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

Brian Daniels & family 

Gene Blackburn & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
  

 


