
                                                    An Order of Worship for the Lord’s Day 
                                                Stone Presbyterian Church 
                                 A Welcoming and Affirming Congregation 
                           November 15, 2020 ~ 24th Sunday after Pentecost 

 
WWee  GGaatthheerr  ttoo  PPrraaiissee  GGoodd  

 
PRELUDE                                            “Pastorella”                                               J. S. Bach 
(Please listen quietly to the prelude as the community prepares for worship) 
 
POURING OF THE BAPTISMAL WATER 
 
WELCOME 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP    
 

To you I lift up my eyes, O you who are enthroned in the heavens! 

  As the eyes of servants look to the hand of their master, so our eyes 

look to the Lord our God, until he has mercy upon us. 

Have mercy upon us, O Lord, have mercy upon us, for we have had more than 

enough of contempt. 

  Those who humble themselves before God have endured the scorn of 

those who are at ease, the contempt of the proud.  

But God will provide, for the Lord is good; his steadfast love endures forever. 

All:  Let us worship God. 

 
HYMN #425 vv. 1, 2  “Lord of Light, Your Name Outshining” ABBOT’S LEIGH 

(See insert for the hymn.  You are encouraged to meditate on the words instead of 
singing while the music is played) 

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (first together, then in silent reflection) 
Most holy and merciful Creator, we acknowledge and confess 

before you our sinful nature, prone to evil and slothful in good,  
 and all our shortcomings and offenses.   
You alone know how often we have sinned, in wandering from your 

ways, in wasting your gifts, in forgetting your Love.   
But you, O Lord, have mercy upon us, who are ashamed and sorry  
 for all we have done to displease you.   

Teach us to hate our errors, cleanse us from our secret faults and 
forgive our sins, for the sake of your dear Son. 

And O most holy and loving Father, help us, we beseech you,  
 to live in your light and walk in your ways,  
 according to the commandments of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen.   
 
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
 
+THE PEACE OF CHRIST    
 

      WWee  LLiisstteenn  ffoorr  tthhee  WWoorrdd  ooff  GGoodd  
 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
(You are invited to say the “amen” aloud.) 
 
LESSONS FROM THE SCRIPTURES 
 
        Judges 4:1–7               Deborah promises to defeat Israel's enemy.  

          The Word of the Lord. / Thanks be to God.  
 
 1 Thessalonians 5:1–11            The day of the Lord will come suddenly. 

                                                                                        TOLD BY DONNA GOODFRIEND 
The Word of the Lord. / Thanks be to God           
 

SOLO “Create in Me a Clean Heart, O God” Jim Strathdee 
 Sung By Rob Kolb 

 
Matthew 25:14–30       The parable of the talents. 
                                                                                                 TOLD BY SCOTT LEONARD 
The Word of the Lord. / Thanks be to God.  

 
MESSAGE                       “Hope House Past and Present”                       Celia Bogan 
 

WWee  RReessppoonndd  iinn  FFaaiitthh  wwiitthh  TThhaannkkssggiivviinngg  
 
HYMN #422 vv. 1, 2 “God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending” BEACH SPRING 

(See insert for the hymn.  You are encouraged to meditate on the words instead of 
singing while the music is played) 



AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (Adapted from “The Confession of 1967”) 
God’s redeeming work in Jesus Christ embraces the whole of our 

life: social and cultural, economic and political, scientific and 
technological, individual and corporate.  

The church calls all people to use their abilities, possessions, and the 
fruits of technology as gifts entrusted to us by God for the 
maintenance of God’s family and the advancement of the 
common welfare and encourages those forces in human society 
that raise people’s hopes for better conditions and provide them 
with opportunity for a decent living.  

A church that is indifferent to poverty, or evades responsibility in 
economic affairs, or is open to one social class only, or expects 
gratitude for its beneficence makes a mockery of reconciliation 
and offers no acceptable worship to God.  

Already God’s reign is present as a ferment in the world, stirring our 
hope and preparing the world to receive its ultimate judgment 
and redemption.  

With an urgency born of this hope, the church applies itself to 
present tasks and strives for a better world.  

We do not identify limited progress with the Reign of God on earth, 
nor do we despair in the face of disappointment and defeat.  

In steadfast hope, we look beyond all partial achievement to the final 
triumph of God. Amen. 

    
LIFE OF THE CHURCH, JOYS & CONCERNS 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  and THE LORD’S PRAYER      
 “debts/debtors” (Traditional, Hymnal, p. 16)   
TITHES AND OFFERING 
(You can deposit in the plate in the back before or after worship) 
 
PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

WWee  AArree  SSeenntt  OOuutt  ttoo  SSeerrvvee  

HYMN #392 vv. 1, 4    “Take Thou Our Minds, Dear Lord” HALL 
(See insert for the hymn.  You are encouraged to meditate on the words instead of 

singing while the music is played) 

CHARGE & BENEDICTION 

+POSTLUDE  “Plein Jeu” Francois Couperin 

STONE CHURCH WELCOMES YOU TO WORSHIP 
November 15, 2020 ~ 24th Sunday after Pentecost ~ 10:30 a.m. 

 
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, 

engaging in worship that inspires and challenges us to learn and grow 
as we reach out in caring and service, trusting in the love of God.  

 
All the People, Ministers 

 
 Stone Presbyterian Church         Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor 
 PO Box 33, 8 South Park Row                         G. Roberts Kolb, Director of Music  
 Clinton, New York 13323           Gerald G. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 
 315-853-2933 Janice LeFrois, Office Administrator 
 stonepres@stonepres.org                                               Lee Kelso, Sexton 

www.stonepres.org ~ www.facebook.com/stonepres 
www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 



 



 

 



 

 

 



 

WELCOME CELIA BOGAN:  She has been the Director of Operations 

for Hope House since 2012, coordinating volunteers, meals and the day to day 

operations. She will be speaking about Hope House's history and current day 

services.  

Hope House has been serving meals to the hungry of Utica since 1992. We are nearing 

our 30th year! We began with one meal a day and have expanded. Pre-COVID we served 2-3 meals 

a day, seven days a week. We typically serve thousands of meals a year, serving between 3 thousand 

meals each month (6-9 thousand Pre-COVID). A view of the line before we open for takeout reflects 

the variety of situations that bring people to Hope House; hunger affects people of all backgrounds 

and in a variety of situations.  

 

HANGING OF THE GREENS:  On Sunday, 11/22/20, we will be doing 

the Hanging of the Greens immediately after Worship. We will have a 

light lunch and cookies before we start decorating. As we decorate, we 

will continue to practice social distancing and wear masks.  It will just 

be fun to be together!!!  Save the date!!!! 

  

 

HOPE HOUSE:  This month’s wish list includes the following: BREAKFAST CEREAL, 

COFFEE, SUGAR, HOT CHOCOLATE, BUTTER OR MARGARINE, DEODORANT, 

SHAMPOO, CONDITIONER, NAPKINS, TOILET PAPER.  Any donation that you designate 

for food or personal needs will greatly be appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-

8289) or ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 

THE COUNTRY PANTRY:  The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this 

fall:  Canned Sweet Potatoes, Cranberry Sauce,  Applesauce, Turkey Gravy, Boxed Stuffing, 

Canned Green Beans, Shampoo, Toothpaste  and KIDSPAK items or Monetary Donations. 

 

FAIR TRADE SHOPPE: Come and take advantage of our 25% off sale on all 

Maggie’s products.  Enjoy the moisture-wicking comfort or our organic wool 

lightweight dress socks available in unique patterns (colors vary) that wrap around the 

leg and foot.  Organic farming practices, adhering to organic processing standards, and 

minimizing carbon footprint by producing only within the Americas.  Maggie’s is a 

leader in textile sustainability.  unique handmade gift items from 38 different countries   

are available at our Fair Trade Shop, Stone Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, 

Clinton.  We are open every Thursday and Saturday from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. by 

appointment only, please call 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  

Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available.  Only one customer group at a time will be allowed 

inside.  Let us be your go-to gift shop!   
 

 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this 

fall, we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-

end donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea 

Bowman House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the 

collection plate, send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, 

Clinton, NY.  These organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in 

advance,  Ceil Gilbert, Treasurer, Women’s Association. 

                                        

                                          

                                            THE CALENDAR  
    
                                        

Thursday – 11/19/20:                  10:00 a.m.- 4:00 p.m.                    Fair Trade Shoppe 

Saturday – 11/21/20:                   10:00 a.m.- 4:00 p.m.                    Fair Trade Shoppe 

Sunday – 11/22/20:                     10:30 a.m.                                      Worship 

Sunday – 11/22/20:                     After Worship                                Hanging of the Greens 

 

 

Want to see what else is on the 

calendar?  Go to our Web page 

–     stonepres.org & click on 

the “CALENDAR ICON” 

 

 

PRAYER CHAIN:  If you would like to add 

someone to our prayer list or would like to 

receive the prayer list for daily prayer, please go 

to our website www.stonepres.org and click on 

“Prayer Request”  

Members/Friends of the Week: 

 

David & Susan Forbes 

Larry Bakos 

Rudy & Beverly Ballard 

Prayer Request: 
 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Jeff Kolb 

Hamilton College 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Jeff Leonard                                          

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

Brian Daniels & family 

Gene Blackburn & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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