
                                                     
 
 

 
An Order of Worship for the Lord’s Day 

Stone Presbyterian Church 
A Welcoming and Affirming Congregation 
November 29, 2020 ~ 1st Sunday of Advent 

  
WWee  GGaatthheerr  iinn  HHooppee  

 
PRELUDE “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” Alec Wyton 
(Please listen quietly to the prelude as the community prepares for worship) 
 
POURING OF THE BAPTISMAL WATER 
 
WELCOME 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP  (from Psalm 80) 
 
THE 1ST ADVENT CANDLE: Gift of Hope for Hope House 
 Sherry Robinson and Phil Conley 
 
UNISON PRAYER 

Dear God, help us to get ready for your coming into our community as you did 
so long ago in Bethlehem.   

Give us clear sight, so that the Light of your face not be washed out by  
 all the Christmas lights and decorations.   
Give us silence, so that your voice not be drowned out by the commercial din 

of the holiday season.   
But most of all, God, give us penitent hearts that recognize our need to be 

restored before we can truly receive the gift of your son.   
Help us to remember that it is through this Christmas gift the very first one, 

and the only one that really matters that hope returns to the world.  Amen. 
 

+THE ADVENT GIVING - HOPE HOUSE 
You are invited to bring forward your offering of hope for Hope House during the hymn 
 
HYMN #1 vv. 1, 2  “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus” STUTTGART 

(See insert for the hymn.  You are encouraged to meditate on the words instead of singing 
while the music is played) 

 
 

 
 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (first together, then in silent reflection) 

Almighty God, we confess our sin to you 
and to one another.  

Give us grace to trust and hope in the 
Good News, 

 the light that shines in the darkness.  
Give us hopeful hearts and hands to 

serve, to put on Christ each day, 
showing his light and love in our 
lives. 

Help us always to be ready, not 
distracted by the anxieties of this 
life, but living with expectant hope in 
your loving plans for the future, 
working for the day when your will is done on earth as it is in heaven;  

through the one who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever and to ages of ages. Amen.   

 
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
 
+THE PEACE OF CHRIST    
        

WWee  LLiisstteenn  ffoorr  GGoodd’’ss  WWoorrdd  ooff  HHooppee 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
(You are invited to say the “amen” aloud.) 
 
LESSONS FROM THE SCRIPTURES 
 
        Isaiah 64:1–9  A plea for God’s mercy.  

          The Word of the Lord. / Thanks be to God.  
 
 1 Corinthians 1:3–9  God gives spiritual gifts that we might be blameless. 

          The Word of the Lord. / Thanks be to God  
 

SOLO “Give a Little Something Special” Richard Avery & Donald Marsh 
 Sung by Rob Kolb 

 
 
 
 



Mark 13:24–37  Signs of the end of the age. 
          The Word of the Lord. / Thanks be to God.  

 
SERMON “And So it Begins with the End” 
 

WWee  RReessppoonndd  iinn  HHooppeeffuull  FFaaiitthh  wwiitthh  TThhaannkkssggiivviinngg  
 
HYMN #7 vv. 1, 2 “Lord Christ, When First You Came to Earth” MIT FREUDEN ZART 

(See insert for the hymn.  You are encouraged to meditate on the words instead of singing 
while the music is played) 

 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (Adapted from “The Confession of 1967”) 

In the beginning was the Word.  
And the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  
He was in the beginning with God.  
All things were made through him, and without him nothing was made.  
What was made in him was life, and the life was the light of humankind.  
The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not been able to 

overcome it. 
    
LIFE OF THE CHURCH, JOYS & CONCERNS 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  and THE LORD’S PRAYER      
 “debts/debtors” (Traditional, Hymnal, p. 16)   
TITHES AND OFFERING 
(You can deposit in the plate in the back before or after worship) 
 
PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

  
WWee  GGoo  OOuutt  ttoo  SSeerrvvee  iinn  tthhee  NNaammee  ooff  CChhrriisstt  

 

HYMN #332 vv. 1, 4                                   “Live into Hope” TRURO 
(See insert for the hymn.  You are encouraged to meditate on the words instead of singing 

while the music is played) 

 
CHARGE & BENEDICTION 
 
+POSTLUDE  “Savior of the Nations, Come” J. H. Buttstedt 

  
STONE CHURCH WELCOMES YOU TO WORSHIP 

November 29, 2020 ~ 1st Sunday in Advent ~ 10:30 a.m. 

 
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, 

engaging in worship that inspires and challenges us to learn and grow 
as we reach out in caring and service, trusting in the love of God.  

 
All the People, Ministers 

 
 Stone Presbyterian Church         Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor 
 PO Box 33, 8 South Park Row                         G. Roberts Kolb, Director of Music  
 Clinton, New York 13323           Gerald G. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 
 315-853-2933 Janice LeFrois, Office Administrator 
 stonepres@stonepres.org                                               Lee Kelso, Sexton 

www.stonepres.org ~ www.facebook.com/stonepres 
www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 



 
 

 



 

 

 

 



NOVEMBER 29- FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT:  Today is the first Sunday in 

Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special collection is taken in support 

of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE Sunday, our special 

collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning 

anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in need of stretching meager dollars, is 

welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House come from all walks of life. In 

addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any human service in order 

to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered.  As is our 

custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support of 

Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 

Center again this year.  Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped 

gifts with the tags attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then 

wrap the gifts on that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating 

remotely, the wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our 

Facebook page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on 

what gifts you would like to choose.  THANK YOU!!!  

 

HOPE HOUSE:  This month’s wish list includes the following: BREAKFAST CEREAL, 

COFFEE, SUGAR, HOT CHOCOLATE, BUTTER OR MARGARINE, DEODORANT, 

SHAMPOO, CONDITIONER, NAPKINS, TOILET PAPER.  Any donation that you designate 

for food or personal needs will greatly be appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-

8289) or ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 

THE COUNTRY PANTRY:  The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this 
fall:  Canned Sweet Potatoes, Cranberry Sauce,  Applesauce, Turkey Gravy, Boxed Stuffing, 

Canned Green Beans, Shampoo, Toothpaste  and KIDSPAK items or Monetary Donations. 

 

FAIR TRADE SHOPPE: Come and take advantage of our 25% off sale on all 

Maggie’s products.  Enjoy the moisture-wicking comfort or our organic wool 

lightweight dress socks available in unique patterns (colors vary) that wrap around the 

leg and foot.  Organic farming practices, adhering to organic processing standards, and 

minimizing carbon footprint by producing only within the Americas.  Maggie’s is a 

leader in textile sustainability.  unique handmade gift items from 38 different countries   

are available at our Fair Trade Shop, Stone Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, 

Clinton.  We are open every Thursday and Saturday from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. by 

appointment only, please call 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  

Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available.  Only one customer group at a time will be allowed 

inside.  Let us be your go-to gift shop!   
 

HANGING OF THE GREENS:, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens 

at our Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and Narthex 

festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed being together and doing 

things we have always done. We started off with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room 

which was provided by the Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a 

wonderful turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up the 

nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do make light work. Please 

know you were all appreciated!!  . But,we all still have so much to be thankful for….so, remember to 

count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  
                                                                                                                              

                                         THE CALENDAR  
    
                                        

 

Thursday – 12/03/20:                  10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.                  Fair Trade Shoppe              

Saturday – 12/05/20:                   10:00 a.m.- 4:00 p.m.                    Fair Trade Shoppe 

Sunday – 12/06/20:                     10:30 a.m.                                      Worship 

 

Want to see what else is on the 

calendar?  Go to our Web page –     

stonepres.org & click on the 

“CALENDAR ICON” 

 

 

PRAYER CHAIN:  If you would like to add 

someone to our prayer list or would like to receive the 

prayer list for daily prayer, please go to our website 

www.stonepres.org and click on “Prayer Request”  

Members/Friends of the Week: 

 

Ceil Gilbert 

David Kolb & Katrina Schell 

Morris & Sarah Lalonde 

Prayer Request: 
 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Jeff Kolb 

Hamilton College 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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