
                                                     
 
 

 
An Order of Worship for the Lord’s Day 

Stone Presbyterian Church 
A Welcoming and Affirming Congregation 

December 27, 2020 ~ 1st Sunday of Christmas 

  
WWee  GGaatthheerr  ttoo  WWoorrsshhiipp  CChhrriisstt  tthhee  NNeewwbboorrnn  KKiinngg  

 
PRELUDE                 “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice” David N. Johnson 
(Please listen quietly to the prelude as the community prepares for worship) 

POURING OF THE BAPTISMAL WATER 

WELCOME 

CALL TO WORSHIP  (from Psalm 148) 

Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord from the heavens;  

  Praise him in the heights! 

Praise God, all his angels; praise him, all his host! 

  Praise God, sun and moon; praise him, all you shining stars! 

Praise God, you highest heavens, and you waters above the heavens!  

  Lord, I will sing your love for ever. 

Let all creation praise the name of the Lord, for God’s name alone is exalted; 

  His glory is above earth and heaven. 

For the Lord is good; his steadfast love endures forever. 

All:  Let us worship God. 

HYMN #29 vv. 1, 3                “Go, Tell It on the Mountain” GO TELL IT 
(See insert for the hymn.  You are encouraged to meditate on the words instead of singing 

while the music is played) 

GATHERING PRAYER (in unison) 
Lord Jesus Christ, splendor of God’s eternal glory, 
 the mighty Word, sustaining the universe: 
Renew our lives by your presence. 
Born into the world in the fullness of time 
 
 

 

 
For the liberation of all creation:  
Release all into your promised freedom. 
Begotten of the Father before all time, 
 born in a stable at Bethlehem: 
May your church be a sign of hope and joy. 
Truly God and truly human, born to a people  
 in fulfillment of their expectations: 
Fulfill our desires in you for the sake of our  
 souls and the peace of the world.  Amen. 

 
+THE PEACE OF CHRIST    
        

WWee  LLiisstteenn  ffoorr  tthhee  WWoorrdd  ooff  tthhee  LLoorrdd 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
(You are invited to say the “amen” aloud.) 
 

LESSONS FROM THE SCRIPTURES 

Isaiah 61:10—62:3   God will cause righteousness to spring up. 
          The Word of the Lord. / Thanks be to God.  

Galatians 3:26—4:7    We are all children of God through faith. 
          The Word of the Lord. / Thanks be to God  

SOLO                                              “Mary, Too” Avery & Marsh 
                                                        Sung by Rob Kolb 

Luke 2:1-20   Birth of Jesus. 
 The Word of the Lord. / Thanks be to God.    

 
SERMON “Anno Domini” 
 

WWee  RReessppoonndd  ttoo  tthhee  CCoommiinngg  ooff  tthhee  LLiigghhtt  
 
HYMN #36 vv. 1, 2           “In the Bleak Midwinter” CRANHAM 

(See insert for the hymn.  You are encouraged to meditate on the words instead of singing 
while the music is played) 

 

 



+AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (Adapted from The Prologue of John) 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 

was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things were made 
through him, and without him nothing was made.  

What was made in him was life, and the life was the light of humankind. The 
light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not been able to 
overcome it.  

The true light that enlightens everyone was coming into the world. He was in 
the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not 
know him. He came to his own home, and his own people did not receive 
him. But to those who received him, who believed in his name, he gave 
power to become children of God who were born not of blood, nor of the 
will of the flesh, nor of human will, but of God. 

And the Word became flesh and lived among us. We have seen his glory—
glory as from the only Son of the Father. 

And from his fullness, we have all received grace upon grace. No one has 
ever seen God. The only Son, who is close to the heart of the Father, has 
made God known. 

    
LIFE OF THE CHURCH, JOYS & CONCERNS 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  and THE LORD’S PRAYER      
 “debts/debtors” (Traditional, Hymnal, p. 16)   
TITHES AND OFFERING 
(You can deposit in the plate in the back before or after worship) 
 
PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

  
WWee  GGoo  OOuutt  ttoo  SSeerrvvee  aass  CChhrriissttmmaass  PPeeooppllee  

 

HYMN #57 vv. 1, 4     “The Snow Lay on the Ground” VENITE ADOREMUS 

(See insert for the hymn.  You are encouraged to meditate on the words instead of 
singing while the music is played) 

 
CHARGE & BENEDICTION 
 
POSTLUDE “O Come, All Ye Faithful” Sigvart A. Hofland 

 
 

STONE CHURCH WELCOMES YOU TO WORSHIP 
December 27, 2020 ~ 1st Sunday of Christmas ~ 10:30 a.m. 

 
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, 

engaging in worship that inspires and challenges us to learn and grow 
as we reach out in caring and service, trusting in the love of God.  

 
All the People, Ministers 

 
 Stone Presbyterian Church         Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor 
 PO Box 33, 8 South Park Row                         G. Roberts Kolb, Director of Music  
 Clinton, New York 13323           Gerald G. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 
 315-853-2933 Janice LeFrois, Office Administrator 
 stonepres@stonepres.org                                               Lee Kelso, Sexton 

www.stonepres.org ~ www.facebook.com/stonepres 
www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 



 

  



 

 
 



LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE:  On Monday, 12/21/20 we really 

had a lovely service, both for those in-person and those online!  Many thanks to 

Patricia Jue as the Zoom master!  Though we only had a couple people attend in-

person and couple of others online, it was still a wonderful service and I’m glad 

we were able to continue the tradition.   Many thanks also to Michael Terrell 

who was with me in-person and Patsy Glista and John Crosswaite who 

participated online and to Rob Kolb who played and sang in-person and the St. James choir led and 

synthesized by Richard Lloyd. 
  

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE:  It was a beautiful service, particularly for those in-

person!  We lost the live feed 2/3 the way through, but fortunately was able 

to record the rest offline  & upload afterwards, so you can still watch the 

whole service.  Many Thanks to all who assisted in the service:  Rob and 

Lauralyn for their ever-wonderful music, Sherry and Donna as liturgists, 

Mary and Grace for ushering and other duties and Helen as videographer. 

 

HOPE HOUSE:  This month’s wish list includes the following: BREAKFAST CEREAL, 

COFFEE, SUGAR, HOT CHOCOLATE, BUTTER OR MARGARINE, DEODORANT, 

SHAMPOO, CONDITIONER, NAPKINS, TOILET PAPER.  Any donation that you designate 

for food or personal needs will greatly be appreciated.  

 

THE COUNTRY PANTRY:  The Country Pantry continues to strive to meet the needs of 

the community during this difficult time.  Keeping the safety of the volunteers and clients in mind, 

the monthly distribution is now conducted outside.  To avoid a large number of people bagging 

groceries, the majority of food is purchased in pre-packaged boxes.  Therefore, the greatest need at 

this time is for a monetary donation which will also allow for the additional purchase of milk. 

You may make a donation thru the church, writing Country Pantry in the memo, or mail it to the 

Country Pantry, PO Box 76, Clinton, NY 13323 

 

FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  Looking for a gift for that person who has everything?  Look no 

further than our Fair Trade Shop at Stone  Presbyterian Church, 8 So. 

Park Row, Clinton. We have unique, handmade gift items from 38 different 

countries. Purchasing fair trade items ensures artisans and small farmers fair 

wages and healthy working conditions, providing dignity, sustainable 

development and hope to marginalized people.  Building Stones Fair Trade 

Shop is grateful that in spite of the stresses of 2020, we have been able to 

make significant donations to a variety of organizations, including emergency 

funds to Mayan Hands, Hope House, The Country Pantry, Seeds of Hope Pantry, and Life School in 

Guatemala.  We look forward to the end of COVID-19 and in celebration for this new year, we will 

once again be holding our annual 25%-off sale in January and  February.  We are currently only 

OPEN BY APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070, 315-725-1326, OR 315-525-1417.  

All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available.  Let 

us be your go-to gift shop!   

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  A HUGE THANK YOU to those of you who donated 

funds to the Women’s Association because we were unable to hold our annual Harvest Pie Sale this 

year.  Thanks to you all, we were able to continue to support our usual charitable organizations plus 

we added the Country Pantry this year, since the need has been so great due to the pandemic. Let’s 

hope and pray that we will be able to hold some fund-raisers during the coming year of 2021.   
                

                                         THE CALENDAR  
    
                                        

 

Thursday – 12/31/20:                  10:00 a.m.- 4:00 p.m.                        Fair Trade Shoppe               

Friday – 01/01/21:                       HAPPY NEW YEAR!!                     Office Closed 

Saturday – 0102/20:                    10:00 a.m.- 4:00 p.m.                         Fair Trade Shoppe 

Sunday – 01/03/21:                     10:30 a.m.                                           Worship 

 

 

Want to see what else is on the 

calendar?  Go to our Web page –     

stonepres.org & click on the 

“CALENDAR ICON” 

 

 

PRAYER CHAIN:  If you would like to add 

someone to our prayer list or would like to receive the 

prayer list for daily prayer, please go to our website 

www.stonepres.org and click on “Prayer Request”  

Members/Friends of the Week: 

 

Pat & Buzz Joseph 

Lori Chamberlain 

Gerry Gogel 

 

 

Prayer Request: 
 

The Zuchowski Family 

Little Falls Presbyterian Church 

Julie Milograno 

Bonnie Felshaw 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Jeff Kolb 

Hamilton College 

Jim Kubat 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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