
 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 

 

 



 

 The Corner Stone                             Page  4  

                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
 



 

 The Corner Stone                             Page 6  

 

COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 



 

The Corner Stone 

Stone Presbyterian Church 

P.O. Box 33 (8 S. Park Row) 

Clinton, NY 13323 

 

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

Non-Profit Org. 

U.S. Postage 

PAID 

Clinton, NY 13323 

Permit No. 37 

 

 

To  see a color version of this newsletter in pdf format, visit stonepres.org. 

  

 

Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
 

 

 



 

                            Page  5   The Corner Stone 

ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 



 

The Corner Stone 

Stone Presbyterian Church 

P.O. Box 33 (8 S. Park Row) 

Clinton, NY 13323 

 

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

Non-Profit Org. 

U.S. Postage 

PAID 

Clinton, NY 13323 

Permit No. 37 

 

 

To  see a color version of this newsletter in pdf format, visit stonepres.org. 

  

 

Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 



 

        Page 11                       
The Corner Stone 

HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       



 

                            Page  9   The Corner Stone 

WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 



 

The Corner Stone 

Stone Presbyterian Church 

P.O. Box 33 (8 S. Park Row) 

Clinton, NY 13323 

 

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

Non-Profit Org. 

U.S. Postage 

PAID 

Clinton, NY 13323 

Permit No. 37 

 

 

To  see a color version of this newsletter in pdf format, visit stonepres.org. 

  

 

Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
 



 

 The Corner Stone                             Page 6  

 

COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 



 

 The Corner Stone                   Page 7  

1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 

  

 



 

 The Corner Stone                             Page  8  

 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 



 

The Corner Stone 

Stone Presbyterian Church 

P.O. Box 33 (8 S. Park Row) 

Clinton, NY 13323 

 

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

Non-Profit Org. 

U.S. Postage 

PAID 

Clinton, NY 13323 

Permit No. 37 

 

 

To  see a color version of this newsletter in pdf format, visit stonepres.org. 

  

 

Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 



 

The Corner Stone 
        Page 10                        

LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       



 

                            Page  9   The Corner Stone 

WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 



 

The Corner Stone 
        Page 10                        

LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 

 

 



 

 The Corner Stone                             Page  4  

                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
 



 

 The Corner Stone                             Page 6  

 

COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 

  

 



 

 The Corner Stone                             Page  8  

 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
 

 

 



 

                            Page  5   The Corner Stone 

ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 

 



 

 The Corner Stone                             Page  3  

                                 

                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 



 

 The Corner Stone 
Page 2 

 

I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 



 

The Corner Stone 
        Page 10                        

LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 



 

The Corner Stone 
        Page 10                        

LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 



 

 The Corner Stone                   Page 7  

1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 



 

        Page 11                       
The Corner Stone 

HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 

 



 

 The Corner Stone                             Page  3  

                                 

                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 



 

        Page 11                       
The Corner Stone 

HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 



 

The Corner Stone 
        Page 10                        

LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 

 

 



 

 The Corner Stone                             Page  4  

                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       



 

                            Page  9   The Corner Stone 

WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 
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           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 



 

The Corner Stone 

Stone Presbyterian Church 

P.O. Box 33 (8 S. Park Row) 

Clinton, NY 13323 

 

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

Non-Profit Org. 

U.S. Postage 

PAID 

Clinton, NY 13323 

Permit No. 37 

 

 

To  see a color version of this newsletter in pdf format, visit stonepres.org. 

  

 

Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 



 

 The Corner Stone                   Page 7  

1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 



 

        Page 11                       
The Corner Stone 

HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 



 

 The Corner Stone 
Page 2 

 

I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
 



 

 The Corner Stone                             Page 6  

 

COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 



 

The Corner Stone 
        Page 10                        

LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
 

 

 



 

                            Page  5   The Corner Stone 

ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 

 

 



 

 The Corner Stone                             Page  4  

                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 

  

 



 

 The Corner Stone                             Page  8  

 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       



 

                            Page  9   The Corner Stone 

WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 



 

        Page 11                       
The Corner Stone 

HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 

 



 

 The Corner Stone                             Page  3  

                                 

                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 

 

 



 

 The Corner Stone                             Page  4  

                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 



 

        Page 11                       
The Corner Stone 

HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       



 

                            Page  9   The Corner Stone 

WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
 

 

 



 

                            Page  5   The Corner Stone 

ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 

 

 



 

 The Corner Stone                             Page  4  

                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
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Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
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As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 



 

The Corner Stone 

Stone Presbyterian Church 

P.O. Box 33 (8 S. Park Row) 

Clinton, NY 13323 

 

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

Non-Profit Org. 

U.S. Postage 

PAID 

Clinton, NY 13323 

Permit No. 37 

 

 

To  see a color version of this newsletter in pdf format, visit stonepres.org. 

  

 

Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 

 

 



 

 The Corner Stone                             Page  4  

                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 

  

 



 

 The Corner Stone                             Page  8  

 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       



 

                            Page  9   The Corner Stone 

WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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To  see a color version of this newsletter in pdf format, visit stonepres.org. 

  

 

Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 

  

 



 

 The Corner Stone                             Page  8  

 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 



 

The Corner Stone 
        Page 10                        

LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 



 

 The Corner Stone                   Page 7  

1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 



 

The Corner Stone 

Stone Presbyterian Church 

P.O. Box 33 (8 S. Park Row) 

Clinton, NY 13323 

 

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

Non-Profit Org. 

U.S. Postage 

PAID 

Clinton, NY 13323 

Permit No. 37 

 

 

To  see a color version of this newsletter in pdf format, visit stonepres.org. 

  

 

Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 



 

The Corner Stone 
        Page 10                        

LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       



 

                            Page  9   The Corner Stone 

WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 

 



 

 The Corner Stone                             Page  3  

                                 

                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       



 

                            Page  9   The Corner Stone 

WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 



 

 The Corner Stone                   Page 7  

1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       



 

                            Page  9   The Corner Stone 

WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 



 

The Corner Stone 
        Page 10                        

LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 



 

 The Corner Stone 
Page 2 

 

I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 



 

 The Corner Stone                   Page 7  

1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 



 

        Page 11                       
The Corner Stone 

HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 



 

The Corner Stone 

Stone Presbyterian Church 

P.O. Box 33 (8 S. Park Row) 

Clinton, NY 13323 

 

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

Non-Profit Org. 

U.S. Postage 

PAID 

Clinton, NY 13323 

Permit No. 37 

 

 

To  see a color version of this newsletter in pdf format, visit stonepres.org. 

  

 

Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
 



 

 The Corner Stone                             Page 6  

 

COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 



 

 The Corner Stone 
Page 2 

 

I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
 

 

 



 

                            Page  5   The Corner Stone 

ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 



 

 The Corner Stone                   Page 7  

1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 

 



 

 The Corner Stone                             Page  3  

                                 

                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
 

 

 



 

                            Page  5   The Corner Stone 

ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 

 



 

 The Corner Stone                             Page  3  

                                 

                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 

  

 



 

 The Corner Stone                             Page  8  

 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 



 

The Corner Stone 

Stone Presbyterian Church 

P.O. Box 33 (8 S. Park Row) 

Clinton, NY 13323 

 

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

Non-Profit Org. 

U.S. Postage 

PAID 

Clinton, NY 13323 

Permit No. 37 

 

 

To  see a color version of this newsletter in pdf format, visit stonepres.org. 
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who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 
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The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 

 



 

 The Corner Stone                             Page  3  

                                 

                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 



 

 The Corner Stone 
Page 2 

 

I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 
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           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 



 

        Page 11                       
The Corner Stone 

HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 



 

The Corner Stone 
        Page 10                        

LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 

 



 

 The Corner Stone                             Page  3  

                                 

                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 

 

 



 

 The Corner Stone                             Page  4  

                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 



 

The Corner Stone 
        Page 10                        

LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 



 

 The Corner Stone 
Page 2 

 

I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 



 

        Page 11                       
The Corner Stone 

HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       



 

                            Page  9   The Corner Stone 

WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 



 

        Page 11                       
The Corner Stone 

HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 

  

 



 

 The Corner Stone                             Page  8  

 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 

 



 

 The Corner Stone                             Page  3  

                                 

                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 



 

The Corner Stone 

Stone Presbyterian Church 

P.O. Box 33 (8 S. Park Row) 

Clinton, NY 13323 

 

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

Non-Profit Org. 

U.S. Postage 

PAID 

Clinton, NY 13323 

Permit No. 37 

 

 

To  see a color version of this newsletter in pdf format, visit stonepres.org. 

  

 

Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       



 

                            Page  9   The Corner Stone 

WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
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HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  



 

 

                                          

  

                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERN DECEMBER  
 

  
December 6, 2020 December 6, 2020 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  
Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people.  
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good.  
2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 
Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 
Sermon:  “A Voice Cries Out” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  
December 13, 2020 December 13, 2020 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor.  
Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly.  
Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 
Sermon:  “Doing Great” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
  

  

December 20, 2020 December 20, 2020 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David.  
Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 
Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 
Message:  “Stories from the Heart”  
 

  
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 24, 2020, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The Christmas Eve (The 
LordLord’’s Supper)s Supper)  
The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that 
celebrates the Christ Child, the coming of the Light of the World. In-
vite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 
 

  

December 27, 2020 December 27, 2020 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  
Come join Stone Presbyterian Church as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. 

 DECEMBER-2020  

          TThhe e CCornorneer Sr Sttoonnee  
  SSttoonnee  CChhuurrcchh  ~ ~ TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  tthhe e GGrreeeenn  
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, engaging in 
worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-worship that inspires  and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and ser-
vice, trusting in the love of Godvice, trusting in the love of God.. 



 

 The Corner Stone 
Page 2 

 

I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  

 

I like to sing.  I’m not good, but I enjoy it.  When I was young, I looked forward to 
joining our church’s youth choir, but it was disbanded the year I was eligible.  I never 
joined the chancel (adult) choir and I never sang in school chorus.  I don’t even sing in 
the shower; just hymns in church on Sundays.  But I enjoy it. 

Now, my wife, Helen, on the other hand, is the opposite.  She has the voice of an angel 
(apropos, of course) and sang in choruses and choirs.  Our kids, though, kept her and 
myself occupied on Sundays at church for a number of years, so no choir for her then.  Finally, in 2000 she 
wanted to sing in Stone’s choir for Christmas Eve and wanted me to join her so it would be something we did 
together.  Well, 20 years later we are still both in choir; she an alto (a soprano in her youth) and I am a bass 
(such as it is). 

Except the choir hasn’t sung since March 8, the last Sunday before the pandemic shut down public gatherings.  
And the congregation hasn’t sung since we resumed in-person worship June 28 due to guidance of medical 
experts that say singing, even through masks, poses a great risk in spreading the COVID-19 virus.  Our only 
saving grace is our music director, Rob Kolb, and his wife, Lauralyn Kolb, who sing solos or duets at worship, 
thanks to size and configuration of our sanctuary that allows them to do so safely. 

Now we enter Advent and Christmas of 2020 unable to sing hymns or carols.  How can we proclaim “Joy to 
the World” if we can’t belt it out?  And if ever there was time, we needed to sing to raise our spirits, this is it!  
But, as we have been doing in worship these past many months, perhaps we are better served this year to truly 
reflect and meditate on the words of carols as they relate to the Word from God. 

In 1863 after his oldest son was severely wounded in the American Civil War and two years after losing his 
second dearly beloved wife, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote on poem on Christmas Day entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”  It was published in February 1865, but not put to music until 1872.   

The verses reflect the despair that Henry and many in the nation felt: how hearing the bells on Christmas Day 
initially brought a feeling of nostalgia only to morph into bitterness because of the destruction of the war. 
Henry laments in the next to last verse, “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘For hate is strong, And mocks the song Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ “ 

Today many of us feel that despondency: twenty years of war in Afghanistan and Iraq, a bitter political 
environment and election that cleaves our country, a pandemic that has come back with a vengeance.  It can be 
overwhelming at times.   

But remember—we are here!  For 2,000 years the good news of Jesus Christ has waxed and waned, has lifted 
people up and been perverted to oppress them, has been shouted from the mountaintops and whispered in 
secrecy. But the message prevails—God came into the world, became one of us, and died for us, showing 
God’s love for us and that we must show and share that love with others.  That we have the hope, peace, joy, 
and love as when we see a baby, whether in a cradle or a manger.   

God is with us and the spirit of God works through us that we might be a light to the world as children of God.  
Henry saw that also and proclaimed in his last verse: 

“Then pealed the bells louder and deeper:  ‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail, With peace on earth, good-will to men.’ ” 

(And if you sang it while you read it—good for you!) 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 

 



 

 The Corner Stone                             Page  3  

                                 

                            THE CLOCK TOWER RECENTLY REPAIRED 
 

   

           After the 150 ft, from the ground spire had been removed in 1923, the upper level of the bell 
tower was reconfigured using a veneer of brownstone with sandstone and limestone to match the 
existing church. The clock level consisted of rubble stone construction and the bell tower consisted of 
brick backup which was completed by 1924.  

In 2006, John Menard and Dwight Dibble found that previously the roof drain had plugged 
filling the area with water which froze in the winter and applied pressure to the walls. Also water had 
leaked through the masonry into the clock level and the surrounding walls of the church, causing 
plaster deterioration. The walls in the tower became deteriorated by freeze/thaw damage. Several 
mortar joints were found cracked and displaced.   

By 2008, the church hired the engineer firm of Klepper, Hahn, & Hyatt who did a very 
complete review of the structural condition of the bell tower and with the help of Dwight Dibble did a 
review of the condition of the masonry of the bell tower. Overall, the masonry and mortar joints 
appeared to be in good condition. However they did find some mortar joints cracked and displaced but 
no major movement of the masonry was observed. The engineer firm reported that if a moderate 
amount of repointing is done, much of the moisture issues should be alleviated. 

The engineers described some recommendations such as 
removing and rebuilding the pediment walls. All their 
recommendations would cost approximately $45,000 - 
$50,000. As thorough a review that it was, the church was 
looking for less costly answers. In 2008 Dwight Dibble 
repaired some mortar work on the uppermost roof, 
replaced the parapet wall on the topmost roof over the bell 
tower. In 2009 and 2010 he replaced the flashing with 

copper flashing as well as mortaring deteriorated mortar joints around the bell tower and much more.      

By 2020 more deterioration definitely needed attention and Dwight got the call!  

        First, he had to grind out the old mortar and clean up the pieces that had already fallen. He used a 
new formula of mortar consisting of 9 parts sand, 2 parts lime, and 1 part Portland cement, and added 
water to make an applicable consistency which he mixed in a wheel barrel at ground level. Anybody 
passing by would remember the huge lift that he needed to take his mixture in a 5 gallon pail to the 
bell tower safely. The lift on the ground could be moved to find the best angle to power him up reach 
to his destination. This procedure took a lot of work and several trips to the clock tower. In addition, 
Dwight recoated some work he had done on the uppermost roof back in 2008. 

      After Dwight power washed the sidewalk to remove some stains left by that hefty lift, he used a 
less expensive light lift machine to power wash the right side of the church and while he still had the 
lift available, he also repainted the rim around the clock.    

      Thanks to John Menard and Dwight Dibble for their help on this article. Where would Stone 
Church be without Dwight Dibble? Wow! 

 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                               MISSION FOR DECEMBER 2020 

 

                         HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE in abundance 

 

 
Advent starts November 29 and continues until Christmas day. November 29 is the 
first Sunday in Advent, our Church season of anticipation and preparation heralding the marvelous 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  
     There is something so special, so shining about Christ’s birth that we often overlook the importance of 
Advent.  If we were to ignore Advent, we would be forgetting the value of anticipation, preparation and 
reflection, an omission we don’t want to occur. Therefore, throughout the Advent season, we at Stone 
Church will anticipate the joy of Christmas by being challenged to prepare through reflection and  
consideration of our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world. For the four Sundays of 
Advent, our church services will include reflections and prayers special to this season.  As each candle in 
the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers will seek to emphasize our relationship to 
REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. 
     As is our custom, each special collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. 
For November 29, designated HOPE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica. 
     Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless 
or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope 
House come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals 
to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also 
offered.  
     On December 6, designated PEACE Sunday, our special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     Our gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the worldwide church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Our offering will be used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, 
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.  
     The Presbyterian Mission Agency will also receive our December 13 offering as we celebrate 
CHRISTMAS JOY Sunday. Our offering will be used for the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and for ministries in ethnic education and leadership development. The Assistance program 
benefits both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and provides financial 
assistance for students and for Presbyterian related schools and colleges. 
     Our final Advent offering, our LOVE offering, will be offered to The Country Pantry.  The Country 
Pantry, our local food bank, provides foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in need. Serving 
people in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, the Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals 
and special assistance to children through summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift 
card programs. Presently The Country Pantry is serving over 400 families.  
     As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving.                                    
Your generosity in support of each of these offerings is greatly appreciated. Through our generosity we are 
answering God’s call to offer an abundance of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE during this season of Advent and always. 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29TH 
 
November 29th  is the first Sunday in Advent. As is our custom, for each of the Sundays in Advent, a special 
collection is taken in support of a specifically named agency or service. For this Sunday, designated HOPE 
Sunday, our special collection will be sent to Hope House in Utica.  
Hope House is a non-referral agency, meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in 
need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House 
come from all walks of life. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, referrals to any 
human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are also offered. 
As is our custom, this Advent offering will be separate from our regular giving. Your generosity in support 
of Hope House is greatly appreciated. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

DON’T FORGET THE 
DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the 

first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons 

- Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda 

Rance, Mary Chamberlain, Barbara 

Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

DEACONS CORNER. 

                                      Dear Santa 
                                    (by Dolly Parton) 

 

   Santa, please bring joy to those who have lost the ability to 
laugh and enjoy life because of this critical time. 
   And Santa, bring hope for a better and brighter tomorrow, 
hope for the poor and downtrodden, hope for those who have 
given up all hope. 
   Santa, please bring lots of love, enough to heal this wounded 
world, enough to mend our differences, enough to open our eyes 
to the fact that we are all God’s children and we all have an 
equal right to live in this world together in peace. 
   Santa, I know this is a big list and a lot to ask you for. But I’m 
assuming that since you’re able to do so many great things that 
you might be in partnership with the one that is Christmas. And 
maybe between the two of you, we might really have a chance 
for peace on earth and goodwill toward men. 
   Well, anyway Santa, you do what you can. You be very safe 
this year. Remember to wear your mask because you are going 
in and out of a lot of houses. And we’re still praying for a 
vaccine to heal everyone all over the world. 
   I’ve taken up enough of you time. Thank you for everything 
you do. I will always love you 
 
  The above is part of a letter that Dolly wrote for an article for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. I know it has been quite a while 
since all of us have probably written a letter to Santa. But, if we 
did I am sure we would all be asking for the same things she did. 
What a wonderful “gift” it would be is Santa could actually 
fulfill our wishes. Always remember…Life is a gift to you. The 
way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  
Make it a fantastic one!!!! 
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COUNTRY PANTRY:  Thank you for your ongoing support of The Country Pantry.   

 
HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: SHAMPOO, 

CONDITIONER,  SOAP, TOOTHPASTE  & RAZORS. Any donation that you designate for food 
or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or 
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  GREAT GIFTS GALORE!  Whether you are looking for 
holiday, birthday, shower, wedding or anniversary gifts, we’ve got you covered.  Or perhaps you just 

want to bring culture, beauty and meaning into your home with unique 
artisan made pieces.  How about something for your cat or dog?  We 
have a lovely new cat basket that your cat would adore. Share the warmth 
of the season by giving thoughtful gifts. Purchasing fair trade ensures 
artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized 
people from 38 different countries. Our Fair Trade Shop at Stone 
Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton is open from 10am to 

4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays, every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas and BY 
APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070.  All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  
Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Only one customer group at a time will be allowed inside 
the shop. Let us be your go-to gift shop! For more information, contact Lauralyn Kolb, 
lkolb@hamilton.edu, 315-725-1326, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Hope House is planning on moving from one meal a day to two meals, still out the back door from the 
kitchen from Monday through Saturday at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are 
happy to accept volunteers earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315
-853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

The Country Pantry wants ONLY the following items this fall: 
 
CANNED SWEET POTATOES, CRANBERRY SAUCE,  APPLESAUCE, 
TURKEY GRAVY, BOXED STUFFING, CANNED GREEN 
BEANS, SHAMPOO, TOOTHPASTE  AND KIDSPAK ITEMS OR 
MONETARY DONATIONS. 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION:  Since we will be unable to hold our Harvest Pie Sale this fall, 

we would appreciate monetary donations instead, so that we can continue our mission of year-end 
donations to the Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Utica Rescue Mission and Thea Bowman 
House.  Please make checks payable to “Women’s Association” and put them in the collection plate, 

send them to the church office or to Ceil Gilbert, 16 Old Boorne Drive, Apt. D-13, Clinton, NY.  These 
organizations will be in greater need this year than ever.  Thanking you in advance,  Ceil Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Women’s Association. 
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1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

  Peter Jensen 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Fletcher 

 - Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

26 - Griffin Shenkel 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

    DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   

To Midge Bakos for all the flowers she plants and 

maintains around the Church both inside and out. 

Also, keeping all of us updated on the historic events 

going on in  the Clinton area. We really appreciate 

you!!!  

PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Hamilton College 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Michael Bloser 

Melissa & her parents, Peter & Kathy 

Pete & Bonnie Robinson 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Tracy Britton 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Zach Lewis & family 

The Harrison Family 

The Moore Family 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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 STEWARDSHIP: 
 
Our 2020 Stewardship activities were centered on the ringing message of Mark 
9:23   “Everything is possible for one who believes.” This strong, clear 
statement from Mark, was ideal for a year filled with upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear. Messages have been so mixed that we might have been uncertain 
regarding what actually is possible.  
I am extremely pleased to let you know that we, the members and friends of 
Stone Church, have not let the world’s tumult interfere with our generosity and 
desire to demonstrate that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” We 
have shown we believe love, generosity and action are indeed possible. 
Presently, we have received pledges from 27 households for a total of $64.612. 
These pledges represent the funds we will have to maintain our building, to pay 

our staff, and most importantly, to show that “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Most 
sincere appreciation to all who have participated in the 2020 Stewardship activities. 
If you have not yet submitted your 2020 “Estimate of Giving” card or if you have thought of additional 
ways you would like to pledge to use your time, talents or financial resources, please let us know. 
Estimate of Giving sheets are available in the church office. 
 

                           NOVEMBER 9th SESSION MINUTES 

Donna Goodfriend recently worked at the Country Pantry (her first experience) and helped serve over 
400 people but there were others that had to be turned away—a sad time. The session will bring this 
concern to the congregation during worship on how critical our help is needed either with money or 
food donations.   
 
The repair work on the clock tower, the power washing of the front of the church and painting around 
the edge of the clock came to $13,853. A $1000 in rent was received from the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
The session VOTED to upgrade the Servant Keeper software program for our pledges for a fee of 
$299.   
 
The pledges so far total $62,012 with more pledges expected. The good news is that the amount 
exceeds last year at this time. During advent season again we will support Hope House on Nov. 29th; 
Presbytery mission agency on Dec. 6th; Retired Presbytery minister/ education on Dec. 13th; Country 
Pantry on Dec. 20th and the Presbyterian disaster relief on Dec. 24th Christmas Eve. The Christmas 
Offering box will be in front of the communion table. 
T 
he Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe to date have made $8759.00 behind the $10,000 made from last 
year—not bad considering the pandemic There continues to be a sale on Maggie socks.                                         
  
Mary Chamberlain reports from the Deacons that their work of sending notes, cards and phone calls to 
the homebound is greatly appreciated by the recipients.       
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2020 are now 
being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 
each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 
cost of our representative democracy as a church and 
supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 
your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 
Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 
pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to 
call the office.  Go to our home 
web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon: 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood 
Center again this year.  Since there is some money available from the church, we 
will be able to adopt 2 families. 
Ornaments will be on the tree November 29th and unwrapped gifts with the tags 
attached need to be in the church by December 13th.  We will then wrap the gifts on 
that day and deliver them on the 16th. For those who are participating remotely, the 
wants and needs of the families not taken in church will be posted on our Facebook 
page on December 7th.  Please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 on what gifts 

you would like to choose.  We are grateful that in this time of COVID that we are able to make 
Christmas special for a couple of families.  We appreciate your generosity.  THANK YOU!!!  

HOPE HOUSE SPECIAL DELIVERY:  Despite many of the Stone Church 
members and friends choosing to participate in church activities from home, 
our October & November donations to Hope House continued to grow and 
grow and grow. Finally, John Stiefvater brought some boxes to church, 
packed them with our donations and delivered them to very appreciative 
Hope House staff. 
This picture shows some of what was donated:  masks, toiletries, coffee, 
cleaning supplies, cereal, hats, a fleece blanket . 
Thanks to all who contributed to helping Hope House serve its ever-
increasing number of clients. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 AT 6 P.M. 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 13323 
 
On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the 

Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night 
service for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during 
the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be 
difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time of year 
and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort.  We will have combination in-person and online streaming service with the in-
person subject to the restrictions of congregating, including wearing a mask and social distancing.  A Zoom 
link will be posted on the church web site along with a copy of the bulletin. 

December 21, 2020 

6:00pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 



 

        Page 11                       
The Corner Stone 

HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Sunday, November 22nd was the annual Hanging Of The Greens at our 
Church. It was so much fun getting together to make the Church and 
Narthex festive for the upcoming Christmas season. We all enjoyed 
being together and doing things we have always done. We started off 
with a lovely luncheon in the Norton room which was provided by the 
Deacons. Then it was time to get to work!!! We had a wonderful 
turnout of little “elves” to put up the tree, decorate the windows, put up 
the nativity sets, put the wreaths on all the doors etc. Many hands do 
make light work. Please know you were all appreciated!! 
We will definitely miss the Shoppers Stroll this year. It will seem strange not having the Fair Trade 

Shoppe open, no 7C’s Café, no Bake Shop, so singing in our Sanctuary etc. But, we all still have so much to be thankful 
for….so, remember to count all your blessings. One blessing we all have is our wonderful Church family!!!  

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD BURYING GROUND  

I learned from Dick Williams, the Town Historian and my neighbor, Larry Thompson that 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) volunteered to oversee the care of the 
Old Burying Ground. The DAR organized the cleaning Oct.12 with assistance from the 
Town of Kirkland and with Larry Thompson getting veteran’s organizations involved.        

There were 89 volunteers including boy scouts, high school students organized by Clinton’s 
school superintendent, DAR ladies, and veterans. Larry has also fixed the broken 
monuments and recently planted 800+ spring bulbs thanks to the donation of $250 from 
Vietnam Veterans of Americans.  

What’s next? Larry Thompson and Jim Furgel are planning to improve the water damaged sign showing the 
location of those buried there. Also a boy scout who is working on his eagle award project will repair the names. 
Larry is also on a mission finding funding to replace a monument for a 5 yr. revolutionary soldier named Elihu 
Hastings.    

Why is this story important? Many of Stone church’s earliest settlers were buried there along with the first minister 
Rev. Norton.                                                    

PLEASE NOTE:   The DAR has asked Larry Thompson to place a wreath in front of the flagpole and garden in 
honor of the revolutionary soldiers buried in the “Old Burying Ground” on December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Midge Bakos, 

Mary Chamberlain and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the  January 
newsletter is Tuesday, December 22nd. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
with any questions. 

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                 Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  


