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“But in those days, after that suffering, the sun will be darkened, 

 and the moon will not give its light,  

 and the stars will be falling from heaven, 

 and the powers in the heavens will be shaken.” 

As Yogi Berra said, “The future ain’t what it used to be.” 

It figures that in year of our Lord 2020 that the beginning of Advent and the 

church liturgical year would have the gospel—the “Good News”—lesson 

be from Mark chapter 13, which is often called “the little apocalypse.”  

Really?  That’s how we should get into the Christmas spirit? 

The answer is, “No.  That’s how we get into the Advent spirit.” 

You may recall three weeks ago Donna Goodfriend’s telling of the parable of 

the wise and foolish maidens from Matthew, which Jesus told in 

response to the disciples asking, “Tell us, when and what will be the sign 

of your coming and of the end of the age.” 

You may remember me saying the Greek word for “coming” was parousia.  

That translates into Latin as adventus and where we get our word, 

“Advent”, which still means “coming” or “arrival.” 

In the 4th and 5th centuries Advent was a season of preparation for baptism in 

January at Epiphany, the “coming” of the Magi.  Then in 6th century it 

became tied to the “coming” of Christ—but not as a babe in the manger; 

rather to Christ’s Second Coming.  It was not until the Middle Ages that 

Advent became associated with the Mass for the Nativity of Christ—or 

Christmas. 

Today in Advent we look for both arrivals.  We expectantly wait for the One 

who is to come and has already come. We paradoxically say, “Come, our 
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Lord!” along with “Our Lord has come” placing us between memory and 

hope, past and future. 

We anticipate the promised justice of God’s new world, yet we praise God who 

raised the “righteous branch”, the Son of David, to rule with justice and 

righteousness. 

Indeed, after the ominous opening I started with, verse 26 follows with “Then 

they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in clouds’ with great power and 

glory. Then he will send out the angels, and gather his elect from the 

four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven.” 

The rest of the passage echoes the parable from Matthew that no one knows 

the day or hour that this “coming” will occur and ends with the same 

admonition, “Keep awake!” 

Meanwhile time goes by and by and by and we are still waiting. 

Today’s passage from Isaiah, a poem of lament, echoes the anxiety of waiting, 

wondering where God is.   

The setting is the 6th century B.C. Persia has conquered Babylon and let the 

Jewish exiles return to Judah as a vassal state.   

But after 50 years Jerusalem is in shambles, the Temple destroyed, along with 

infighting between those who were left behind and those returning.  The 

passage today is a lament of how God has gone silent and without him 

how the people have strayed and are lost.   

But verse 8 confesses, “Yet, O Lord, you are our Father; we are the clay, and 

you are our potter; we are all the work of your hand.”  Today’s passage 

concludes with (TLB) “Oh, look and see that we are all your people.” 

The passages today from Mark and Isaiah tell us that God reserves the right to 

keep us waiting; time was made for humans, not for God.  God moves in 
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God’s time, however it slow it might seem to us.  But God promised that 

we were—and are—God’s people. Thus, slow is never to be confused 

with no. 

Advent begins with the end days in Mark and Isaiah because we need to look 

at the end to know where to begin; if you don’t know where you are 

going, how can you expect to get there? 

As I said earlier, Mark 13 is often called “the little apocalypse”, but remember 

that “apocalypse” is Greek for “revelation.”  God reveals that we do have 

hope in the future.  And with hope in the future, there is power in the 

present.  

Just as the Jews were disillusioned and disheartened, their lives in disarray, 

fighting among themselves, and no temple to worship in, we today share 

some of that as well.   

COVID-19 forces us to wear masks, shut us out of the building for months, 

prevents us from singing.  Yes, we have found ways to adapt, and have 

certainly been moved out of our “comfort zone”, forced to reflect upon 

real needs versus wants. 

These scripture passages indeed remind us that we are not in control and that 

it is our relationship with God that needs healing.   

Isaiah’s poem asks us to surrender. Stop fighting to be good or better. Stop 

worrying about being more righteous or enlightened. Stop thinking we 

alone can make Christmas special. Stop rushing past the hard lessons. 

As German theologian Dietrich Bonhoeffer preached on the first Sunday in 

Advent in 1928, “The celebration of Advent is possible only to those who 

are troubled in soul, who know themselves to be poor and imperfect, 

and who look forward to something greater to come.”  
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The recognition of how powerless we actually are frees us.  Frees us as lumps 

of clay to be molded by God in the divine image and likeness—a reality 

manifested when God molds the divine self on Christmas day as an 

impoverished, displaced infant; when God becomes the clay. 

And so, we celebrate he who is to come and became one of us even as wait for 

his return.   

But not an idle waiting around, but of *engaged* watching.  As Jesus says in 

verse 34, “It is like a man going on a journey, when he leaves home and 

puts his servants in charge, each with his work, and commands the 

doorkeeper to be on the watch.”  

So just as servants keep at their tasks before the householder returns, so we as 

servants of Jesus—and leaders for Christ—need to continue his work, 

particularly in these challenging times—feeding the hungry, clothing the 

naked, caring for those in need—while not becoming complacent or 

dispirited, but remaining vigilant, knowing, as Paul says into today’s 

epistle to the Corinthians, “as you wait for the revealing of our Lord 

Jesus Christ, he will also strengthen you to the end, so that you may be 

blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

We begin the Advent season with a three-part call—to watch, to wait, to work. 

Watching can be hard. Waiting can cause disillusionment. Work can be 

difficult. Still, as Jesus’ disciples we are called to actively wait, with 

anticipation. We may not know what is to come, but in the end, we 

know Who is to come.  And for that we can wait. 

In the name of God the Creator, God the Redeemer, and God the Sustainer.  

Amen. 

 


