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ifiLet your | ight shine before others,
to your Fat hMatthewHiléheaven. 0

In todayo6s worl d of r anledisheartdniaggiand we wanae
if things will get better. As followers of Christ, though, we take contfuat God is

always with us and letting God work through us will produce great things. Inc
Christians won over the Roman Empire despite widesppersecutions because

ocus

t hey preached and practice Godobés m l ov
so it did require a lot of faith by many along the way.
And | have faith that all we do at Stonowe. Church

Though are numbers are small and not increasing, we have not let that deter us from focusing on our
mission to serve God and our neighbors as you will read in the rest of the report and can see in our
monthly newsletter. In my patime capacity, Ity to do my part as well.

The arrangement the session and | have is that | have one Sunday off a month from preaching plus five
Sundays in the summer when Stone traditionally split with the Clinton United Methodist Church in
worship. But this year the Madists and we decided to continue to worship in our respective churches
throughout the summer, though at 9:30 a.m. instead of 10:30 a.m. for us. So this year our music director
Rob Kolb generously (andaively?) volunteered to do the last four Sundays in July and elder Peter Massi
did the first Sunday in August while Donna Goodfriend and | were in Dayton, OH at the annual Festival
Gathering of the Network of Biblical Storytellers. Attendance was g&mthe Sundays better than our
Ainor mal o attendance!

Unless | am traveling, I still attend worship and sing in the choir, on my weeks off but participate as any
member. This has allowed me to spend that week off to get caught up or take care of oth&s, lsusine

as doing homebound communion or the monthly newsletter inputs. With the Sundays | preached along
with Ash Wednesday, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and Christmas Eve | led 40 worship services in
2018. Outside the time | spent preparing and caimtiythose services | averaged over the year about 10
hours per week in my pastoral duties in addition to weddings and funerals that | conducted. Would that |
could spend more time, but my fiime day job as programmanagefor a technology companynds

to get in the way!

Here is a summary of what | reported at our session meetings:
91 Pastoral Caré Visited those who were hospitalized or in rehab. Did homebound communion on
3/31/18.

1 Baptismsi Autumn Blenis (Korey and Keith Blenis), 4/8/18. Nathan Massi (Peter and Emily
Massi) 9/30/18. Brady Moorehead (Kristen and Jacob Moorehead) 11/11/18. Milgai(Jesse
and Sarah Miller) 12/23/18.

1 Funerals Gil Adams 5/5/18 at Hamilton College Chapel. John Bridgett 5/12/18 (request from R.
J. Heintz Funeral Service). Gary LaGasse 5/15/18 Stone Church. Florence Morgan graveside
burial service 5/16/18 (ldd conducted a church funeral service 12/30/17).
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Weddings Tiffany Fletcher and Rick Heinz 4/21/18. Audrey Russo and Peter Hagstrom 7/14/18.
Sheri Riesel and Phil Zaleski 12/15/18.

Membershig We have renewed a couple and lost a couple, but we comtirsieink overall.

Stone Storytellers We had storytelling most every worship service and in addition did the Gospel

of John Epic Storytelling 4/15/18. In addition we have started meeting monthly, including Kevin
Bailey from the Three Voices churchattended the Network of Biblical Storytellers (NBS)

annual Festival Gathering in Dayton, OH Aug 81 with Donna Goodfriend. At Christmas on

the Corner 11/23/18 we told the Christmas stories and Tim Coombs from Scotia, NY told a stave
from Di ckreinsstomdaisA Ceahr ol 06 and | told AThe Pol al

Deacongd | continue to work with and rely heavily upon the deacons for the care our members,
particularly the homebound, and for hosting our events. Though | do meet with people, the
deacons provide care thado not have the time for. | was able to get out perform communion for
our homebound April 15 and December 23 and hope to do with a little more frequency in 2018.

Worship, Education, and Program (WEP) téahtontinue to work with WEP for us to prale a
guality and meaningful worship service, which people tell me we have, and | rely upon Donna
Goodfriend to get our pulpit supply, which has included her, Rob Kolb, and others, which has
been a blessing.

Finance Committeé We met with our endowmentifid advisors from Wells Fargo in October
and reviewed investments, which continue to perform well. Finance Chair David Duncan did get
an online donation program in place this year and we would like it to get used more.

Utica Presbytery Until | term-limited out in June 2018 | chaired the Micah Committee, which
oversees the development of mission within the Presbytery of Utica by receiving applications and
making grants for mission projects. Micah also seeks to address social issues including finding
waysto promote justice and stewardship. As chair | was also on the Presbytery Coordinating
Council and participated in those meetings as well as many of the presbytery meetings. Met with
our CoM liaison, the Rev. Judy Westerhoff and who came to our Deceed®son meeting to

discuss questions she had for her triennial visit.

Clinton Area Ministerium (CAMIT | continue as secretary/treasurer to chair CAM where some of

the local clergy meet monthly for breakfast at Lutheran Care to discuss things arairplan |
ecumenical activities, such as Lenten study (afivee k vi deo series AThe (
by Rob Fuquay where I led the discussion one week), Good Friday noon service (hosted by St.
James and | and others participated), Easter Sunrise Servicg Qe bleff McArn and | and

other participated) and Labor Day Sunday service (led by Gary Cyr and supported by me and
others).

In addition we held our third annual community food drive for the Country Pantry on 4/14/18
collecting 1807 items and $1000fiom the bake sale that Stone Church conducted plus cash
donations. We are planning to do it again Saturday 4/27/18.

| and many others from Stone participated in the ecumenical and comwintatyood packing

event for Rise Against Hunger on Septembern@® by Clinton United Methodist Church led. We
packed ~6,700 bags in <4 hours over 2 shifts, which will provide 40,000 meals for children around
the world meals and raised $14,000. As part of participating, Stone raised almost $2,000.



Rev. Gary Cyr, reor at St. James Episcopal Church, led a Blessing of the Animals service on the
Village Green on October 7 that | participated in along with others. About 40 people came out
with mostly dogs. Mary Zimbler from The Country Pantry accepted the pet footiadmtat

can be shared with people in need who have pets in need and was very appreciative.

| attended St. Markodéds in Clark Mills for the
Skinner from there is part of our Ministerium.

| participatedn Service of Lessons and Carols at Hamilton College Chapel with Jeff McArn
along with other from the Ministerium.

| participated in the Longest Night Service on 12/21/18 at St. James led by Gary Cyr.

1 Clinton Chamber of Commeréel have been active witthe Chamber and attended most of their
networking functions seeking to make Stone Church better known in the community and to be part
of the community. This included advertising in the Clinton Guide book.

1 Mediai | continue to work with Ceil Gilbert in sding out worship service press releases to the
Utica O-D and Waterville Times most weeks, though | miss occasionally. In addition | have tried
to post regularly to our Facebook page activities we are doing and photos of events. | started to
explore doingrvideo and podcasts of at least part of our services, but have not gotten a technology
solution yet, which continues to be my goal.

1 Otheri Some items include:

o In April helped purchased our new Behringer XR18 mixer for the sound system and
Insignia table{the control board now), which enabled all our microphones and speakers to
now work.

o Participated in our hiring of our new office manager, Janice LeFrois in May 2018, with the
resignation of ToniAnne Gardiner in April (for another job opportunity).

o | attended the National Prayer Breakfast at Luth€are 5/24/18 and did the prayer and
the request for participation in Rise Against Hunger.

0 | conducted a church retreat October 27 with our church leadership in planning for 2019.

o | coordinated with St. James about prayer flags at Stone Church during Farmers Market
and had them do a presation after worship at Stone on 7/1/18.

ol participated in the Wreaths Across Amer
Burying Ground by giving the invocation.

With only 30 or so active congregants and limited financial resources, | am joyfulhatahé Spirit
enables us to do and the message from |Isaiah 60
has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen ygen 0

Scott Leonard, Commissioned Ruling Elder (CRE) @kanmissioned Lay Pastor (CLP) aka Your Pastor



CLERK OF SESSION ANNUAL REPORT FOR 2018

The Session of the church is responsible for the mission and government of the Church. Minutes and
other Official records of the Session are the property of the Sessibtie Clerk is responsible for their
preservation. The report is based on the minutes and other official records of Stone Presbyterian Church
for the year 2018.

The Elders included David Duncan, Emily Hughes, Peter Magsisurer, John Menard, Sherr
RobinsonClerk, Mary Ann Stiefvater, John Stiefvater, and Donna Goodfiigaest. Our Moderater
Scott Leonard, CLP. Deacon Mary Chamberlain.

For 2018 the session did not have many items of major business, but continued on the strategy it set a fev
years ago and updates during the October 2018 retreat, continuing the growth of our mission and depth of
our relationships while planning for our future.

Here are some highlights from 2018:

Januaryin my absence The Necrology Report for 2017 was compégtprbved by Session and sent.
Thank you to Scott Leonard and Peter Massi

FebruarySession reviewed correspondence received from Hope House, Presbyterian Mission and
Country Pantry thanking us for our donations in December 2017.

March- We received a reast of transfer of membership for Doug and Rose Lockwood from Stone
Presbyterian Church to First Presbyterian Church of Oneida NY from Rev. Stuart Wattles. The Session
VOTED to grant their request with affection for them and regret. We sent a lettetrandfar certificate

to be returned to us.

April- We received a request of transfer of membership for Brooke Villiere from Stone Presbyterian
Church to Trenton United Methodist Church in Barneveld. The Session VOTED to grant her request with
affection forBrooke and regret.

May-Session reviewed correspondencee c ei ved a | ovely #fAthank youo n
Autumn Blenis for the baptizing of Autumn. We received a deepest sympathy card with $ from William
Rudge Il for appreciation of GAdams.

Junea session meeting was held but we did not have a quorum of at ledkirdrte# the elders, therefore
we had a short meeting.

July-there was a short session meeting after Sunday Worship, there was not a quorum. We had guest
speakers Deb and Jim Mott from St. James church who spoke in the Norton Room to all about their
Prayer flags and how it came about. They wanted to include Stone Church and asked if they could use
our lawn to set up a display during the farmers markeseagadf they could reach out to people to write

prayer concerns or requests to display. They would like us to sit with them and all of us get to know each
ot her while reaching out to the communitys The
market.



September and Octob8ession meeting minutes completed and Retreat meeting minutes nothing special
to report from Clerk of Session

NovembefThe SessioWOTED to approve minutes of the regular session meeting minutes of October 8,
2018.

The2 018 Clerkds Annual Questionnaire (CAQ) is du
data and get it submitted.

Session reviewed our 2018 Membersdistiasof Novemberl, 2018 we have 50 members. Reminder to
Session and Deacons Yeard repds will be due.

Decembeithe SessioWOTED to approve minutes of the regular session meeting minutdweémber

12, 2018.

Correspondenceeceiveda nice letter from Mary Zimbler the Country Pantry coordinator thanking Scott

for inviting her to speak at Stone Church. She loves to share the pantry news with the community and our
church has a long history of sponsoring its work. She also thank#d8ddahose who organized the

Blessing of the Animals. That benefit enabled them to distribute 43 pounds of dog food and 21.5 pounds
of cat food and $19.00 cash donation. #Alt was Vv
Session requesieve ask Janice to put the letter in the monthly newsletter.

We received an emalil letter dated November 28, 2018 forwarded by Larry Beasley signed by Sara Ayala
Moderator of Presbytery stating our per Cap of $39.42 will be changing in 2019 to $4lirictease of
$1.72.

Cei l had sent out an e nragartingfyearendidbnationd/oSieexplamed éast s o
year they provided funds for Christmas families and staff gifts, but also donated to: Abraham House,
Rescue Mission of Utica, TaeBowman HousandNeighborhoodCenter. She was suggesting they do

the same this year, folks were in agreement.

Members

In 2018, the session and congregation welcomed 0 new members.
Weddings3

Baptisms4

Deaths?2

Respectfully submitted,

Sherry Robinson

Clerk of Session



Property Committee Report2018

The Property Committee always has its hands full in its efforts to keep our Church in the best shape we
can. This year much was done that we think enhancefadility. The activities included:

T

Il n January a new tile floor was installed in
A generalized cleanup of the kitchen was also performed at this time and some scraping and
painting of the walls. New rubberized matsre plaed in the kitchen to help avoid slippithese
were paid for by a generous contribution fro
The lights behind the clock faces were replaced in March. The old fixtures were breaking down
and new LED fixtures were used as replaerts. Also in March the sound system

was upgraded with a new receiver.

As has become a wonderful annual tradition, over the summer Hamilton College sent down a crew
of students, this year mostly girl dselllegr oss
cleaned, dusted, vacuumed, polished and spread mulch. They were extremely hard workers and we
are very grateful to them and to the college for their help. Also, thanks to Linda and Hal Rance,
Helen and Scott Leonard, Midge Bakos, Mary ChambedathGrace Whittemore who guided

the students in their efforts

In the late fall, Dwight Dibble was engaged to reseal the bell tower.

After the shoppers stroll this year, all the carpets in the sanctuary, narthex, in front of the Norton
Room, dining roonand downstairs hallway were shampooed by a professional cleaner. The
sanctuary cushions were also cleaned and dining room chairs as well. This was deemed to be
somewhat overdue and a great improvement.

Next year it will be necessary to do some mortarkvaor the tower as it shows signs of breaking
down in certain areas.

The committee would like to thank all those who helped in these projects and who aid in the
general care of our building. Also to Jesse Miller, &xton, who continues to do an exceptb
job with the general maintenance that is needed on a daily, wasatklgonthly basis.

Respectfully submitted,

John Menard
John Stiefvaterco-chairs of the Property Committee



FINANCE COMMITTEE ANNUAL REPORT FOR 2018

The financialactivitiesof the churcHor 2018 resulted in a net deficit 8$29,204 and compares closely to
plan versus a budgeted loss$80,181 for the year. Our continued (by plan) deficit spending required us
to draw $25,000 from the endowment funds in 201Besg withdrawals are expected to continue in 2019
and we knowour financial position remains challenging in the ldagn.

Our incoming funds were 9%, or $8,332, higher than projected in 2018veVéeagain blessed with
higher contribution from pledgebdn was initially estimated, which is not uncommon for us, as we
sometimes receive late pledges, or some give without formally pledging.

Total expenses were 6%, or $7,355, higher than projected for 2018. The increase was attributed to sever:
factors. Uilities costs were the largest variance versus the 2018 budget, and from 2017 actual costs, and
increased $8,656 from relatively moderate weather and heating needs in prior years. Maintenance costs
were higher versus 2018 budget by $4,384 but includeidet® upgrades to church facilities including

the replacement of kitchen flooring and the cleaning of rugs and upholsteries. Additional costs were also
incurred to address repairs to the bell tower. Higher than budgeted costs were offset by lower than
articipated church staff and minister and music substitution expenses.

For the 209 budget the Finance Committee proposedd the Session approvedbudget with Total
Income 86,906 Total Expense $11721, thus witha deficit of -$30816. The shortfall in pledge and
other collections to offset operating expenses is expected to continue beyond 2019 and continued
withdrawals from our endowment funds, currently invested with Well Fargo, will be required.

Total cash and investments availaalehe end of 2018 were $350,283 compared to $403,091 funds
available at the end of 2017. The decreas&5#,808 is attributable to the deficit spending$#9,204

required to fund net operating costs in 2018 and the remaining difference driverefraasks in market

values of invested funds, primarily Well Fargo endowment balances. The decrease in market value, and
unrealized losses, of Wells Fargo held endowment funds corresponds to directional decreases in the stocl
and bond markets, primarilyiden by market losses in the last quarter of 2018. Excluding withdrawals,
Wells Fargo investments lost approximately 6% in 2018 versus a gain of 19% in 2017 and equating to a
two-year gain of 6% for 2022018. The Finance Committee did meet with our ¥/EHirgo advisors in
December to review our positions. We agreed that existing allocations were reasonable given church
investment objectives and to leave unchanged.

Chris Menard and Ceil Gilbert performed arhiouse audit of our books for ZDWvith satsfactory

findings along with some recommendations to improve the clarity of some reporting. They will continue
as our auditors for 2@1 Chris has been an invaluable asset in maintaining the integrity of our beoks to
date. Her expertise and guidance ammi to benefit us, and we are grateful for her efforts.

Despite our challenges, God continues to bless us with ways to continue our mission as his servants and

we look forward to continuing that mission in 201

Very respectfully,
David Duncan, FinancEommittee Chair Members: Cecilia Gilbert, Peter Massi (Treasurer)



Ordinary Income/Expense
Income
ADMINISTRATION INCOME
Deacon Activity Income
Estate Donations
Fair Trade Shoppe Rent
Loose Offering Cash/Checks
Miscellaneous Income
Disaster Relief
Miscellaneous Income - Other
Total Miscellaneous Income
Online Donations
Per Capita
Pledges
Presbytery Foundation Income
Total ADMINISTRATION INCOME
MINISTRIES INCOME
Deacon Offering
Fundraisers
Shoppers Stroll
Chocolate Sale/Other
Total Fundraisers
Memorial Fund Income
Total MINISTRIES INCOME
MISSION INCOME
Blanket Sunday
Christmas Joy
Country Pantry Food Bank
General Mission
Hope House
Mission Beyond
One Great Hour
PassThrough/Presbytery/HopeHous
Peacemaking Income
Your Neighbors
Total MISSION INCOME
STEWARDSHIP OF PROPERTY INCOME
Building Use
Total STEWARDSHIP OF PROPERTY INCOME
Total Income
Gross Profit
Expense
ADMINISTRATION EXPENSES
Deacon Activity Expense
Membership/Fellowship
Miscellaneous Expenses
Office Supplies
Per Capita Tax
Postage
Telephone/internet
Total ADMINISTRATION EXPENSES

2018 Budget 2018 Actuals 2019 Budget
330.00
- 100.00 -
6,000.00 6,000.00 6,000.00
7,868.47 3,793.93 4,000.00
1,100.00
1,100.00 2,815.68 1,500.00
1,100.00 3,915.68 1,500.00
150.00
2,168.10 908.40 2,057.00
66,368.00 74,033.53 70,270.00
321.00 303.73 303.73
83,825.57 89,535.27 84,130.73
423.85 -
1,622.40 -
625.00 -
- 2,247.40 -
930.00 -
- 3,177.40 -
400.00 380.00 350.00
150.00 135.00 125.00
900.00 1,103.22 1,000.00
900.00 - -
975.00 214.00 200.00
200.00 780.00 750.00
200.00 - -
134.50 150.00
3,725.00 2,746.72 2,575.00
200.00 200.00 200.00
200.00 200.00 200.00
87,750.57 96,083.24 86,905.73
87,750.57 96,083.24 86,905.73
1,369.21 1,200.00

100.00 17.00 -
500.00 2,180.03" 1,380.03
5,000.00 4,353.73 3,500.00
2,168.10 2,251.86 2,168.10
460.42 1,044.51 1,000.00
1,497.53 1,614.70 1,650.00
9,726.05 12,831.04 10,898.13






2018 Budget 2018 Actuals 2019 Budget

CHURCH STAFF EXPENSES
Certified Lay Pastor
CLP Benefits

CLP Auto/Professional 500.00 105.23 500.00
CLP Continuing Ed 1,000.00 563.75 500.00
Total CLP Benefits 1,500.00 668.98 1,000.00
CLP Housing Allowance 21,935.00 21,566.86 22,148.12
CLP Social Security Offset 1,678.00 1,403.11 1,700.00
Total Certified Lay Pastor 25,113.00 23,638.95 24,848.12
Director of Music 15,332.29 14,958.36 15,407.11
New York State Unemployment Ins 352.31 316.27 334.67
Office Manager 18,458.02 13,470.25 15,011.85
Payroll Taxes & Benefits 3,104.23 2,202.67 3,104.23
Sexton 7,657.24 6,047.72 6,229.15
CHURCH STAFF EXPENSES - Other 550.80 500.00 500.00
Total CHURCH STAFF EXPENSES 70,567.89 61,134.22 65,435.13
MINISTRIES
Choir Singers 2,000.00 1,452.00 1,500.00
Shoppers Stroll - 50.00 -
Memorial Fund Expense 2,912.27 3,000.00
Minister/Music Director Subs
Music Substitutes 1,000.00 225.00 500.00
Pulpit Supply 2,100.00 1,001.52 1,200.00
Total Minister/Music Director Subs 3,100.00 1,226.52 1,700.00
Music 350.00 262.68 350.00
Organ & Piano Maintenance 900.00 765.00 1,000.00
Soundsystem Maintenance 2,000.00 719.00 -
Worship Supplies 297.00
Worship, Education & Program 500.00 700.60 500.00
Total MINISTRIES 8,850.00 8,385.07 5,050.00
MISSION
Mission & Stewardship Committee 300.00 - 300.00
Mission Beyond 916.30 1,100.00 916.30
Mission Projects
Blanket Sunday 400.00 380.00 400.00
Christmas Joy 150.00 - 150.00
Country Pantry Food Bank 900.00 1,903.10 900.00
Hope House 900.00 764.00 900.00
One Great Hour 975.00 780.00 975.00
Peacemaking 200.00 - 200.00
Your Neighbors 200.00 - 200.00
Total Mission Projects 3,725.00 3,827.10 3,725.00
Pass Through from Presbytery/HH 445.00
Total MISSION 4,941.30 5,372.10 4,941.30
STEWARDSHIP OF PROPERTY
Insurance 7,121.68 7,196.79 7,121.68
Maintenance - Church 6,775.00 11,158.66 " 6,775.00
Utilities - Church 9,950.00 18,605.87 17,500.00
Total STEWARDSHIP OF PROPERTY 23,846.68 37,680.32 31,396.68
Total Expense 117,931.92 125,287.50 117,721.24
Net Ordinary Income (30,181.35) (29,204.26) (30,815.51)
UnrealizedGain/LossNewWellsFarg - 14,791.29 -
Total Other Expense - 16,606.37 -
Net Other Income - (16,606.37) -

Net Income (30,181.35) (45,810.63) (30,815.51)




WEP Annual Report 2018

2018 was another active year for ahurch. Ash Wednesday started off the Lenten
season on February 14 with a pancake supper followed by a candlelight service of
prayer, silence and ashes.

The Clinton Area Ministeri um LteofictChunch.Ser i es we
The 5 sessions were held at 6 to 7:30 on Wednesdays beginning February 21 and

ending March 21. AThe God We Can Knowo, a Vi
discussed in each of the 5 sessions. Each churchuowkgroviding soup and breads

for the sessions. The series was well attended and everyone enjoyed the video, the

food and the opportunity to share with others in our faith community.

On Maundy Thursday, March 2@g held a special service of dinner and movement,
recalling and retelling the story of that night. Good Friday ecumenical services were
held at St. James Episcopal Church on March 30 followed by a light luncheon. An
ecumenichsunrise service was held at 7am Easter morning at Stone Church instead of
the Green due to inclement weather. Our regular service was held at 10:30 when we
celebrated the Risen Lord with music, message and telling etthpture.

On April 15 at 2:30pm, the Stone Storytellers performed the Gospel of John as our
annual Epic Telling.

In May, the WEP and Mission committees continued their Lunch and Learning series.
The first was hel@fter church with the showing of a TED talk regarding a Christian
response in Boston to the tragic increase of violence and crime in that city. Donna
Goodfriend led a discussion afterwards on how we personally respond to violence and
crime that is widespread throughout our country. Even though we are rarely touched by
such violent occurrences in Clinton, we decided that we may be able to help by
promoting policies and programs that will help others.

Our second Lunch and Learning program was held after church on May 20. We learned

about the fAiRise Against Hunger o program that
last year which we supported. We were asked to make a donatiat s¢ssion

toward the $2,000 we had pledged for this project. This year meals were packed at the

Clinton High School gym as the program is making an effort to make it a communitywide

effort.

Summer brought a chaagn our worship as we did not combine services with the
Methodists. Rob Kolb graciously volunteered to preach 4 Sundays in July while Scott
was on vacation and Peter Massi preached the first Sunday in August as Scott was
attending the Storytelling Festival in Dayton, Ohio. The services were creative and well
received by all. Lauralyn coordinated the music with Rob and we enjoyed the talent of
Patti Lawson as she played her flute during some afghgces. Scott returned and
preached the remaining 4 Sundays in August. We found that our attendance did not
suffer as a result of not combining services. Regular services resumed in September
after an ecumenicakervice held September 2 on the Green.
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Our Lunch and Learning series continued on October 7 after church with Mary Zimbler
explaining the services offered by the Country Pantry. The Country Pantry is one of the
organizations that we support with ourdgion donations.

On November 4, Celia Bogan came to talk about Hope House as our second Lunch and
Learning opportunity. Hope House has a new facility and is able to offer more services
to help the innecity poor.Hope House is one of our Mission focused e support

with money and volunteers.

On November 4 we celebrated All Saints/All Souls Day with a candle lighting ceremony
during morning worship to honor those who have gone before us.

During Christmas a the Corner, the Stone Storytellers perfoimee@tristmas stories
from Isaiah, Galatians, Matthew and Luke for a small, but appreciative audience.

On December 16, the service was led by Donna Goodfriend who talked about the
Neighborhood Center. For the last 35 years our congregation has adoptesxs fiami
Christmas through Operation Sunshine, a program of the Neighborhood Center and
other agencies. Our patrticipation in this program has benefitted many families in the
Utica area who otherwise would not have a Christmas. It was an opportunitytdor us
remember and appreciate all the services that The Neighborhood Center offers to
immigrant and disadvantaged people in the Utica area.

Our Christmas Eve service of lessons and carols was beautiful and well attended (about

95 people enjoyed treervice). The candle lighting service while telling and reading the

Christmas stories from Matthew and Luke followed by the hauntingly beautiful singing of

AiOh Holy Nighto by Rob and Lauralyn Kolb was ve

of formingaci cl e, | ighting a Aringo of candles around
Nighto. This is a tradition that many |l ook forw
Bi ble study met about every 2 weeks in the wint
Shackod and | i tfuse Méesngswers suspéndet forahfe Suenmer and

Fall. We plan to resume meetings after the new year.

Sunday school continues to be a challenge since we have so few children and those we
have, attend sporadically.

We continue to be active, connected anthusiastic servants of God.

Respectfully submitted,
Donna Goodfriend
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