
 
An Order of Worship for the Lord’s Day 

Stone Presbyterian Church 
A Welcoming and Affirming Congregation 

January 3, 2021 ~ Epiphany Sunday 
 

WWee  GGaatthheerr  ttoo  WWoorrsshhiipp  tthhee  LLiigghhtt  ooff  tthhee  WWoorrlldd 
 
PRELUDE               “How Brightly Shines the Morning Star” Michael Praetorius 

(Please listen quietly to the prelude as the community prepares for worship) 
 
POURING OF THE BAPTISMAL WATER 
 
WELCOME 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP    

Arise! Shine! The light you have been waiting for is here! 
Darkness has been banished! 

God’s light of hope floods the earth. 
God's light comes to us all.  

Lord, make us ready to journey to this Light. 
Prepare our hearts to receive this Light.  

For the LORD is good; his steadfast love endures forever. 
  Let us worship God. 
 
HYMN #68 vv. 1, 4 “What Star Is This, with Beams So Bright” PUER NOBIS NASCITURE 

(See insert for the hymn.  You are encouraged to meditate on the words instead of singing 
while the music is played) 

 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (first together, then in silent reflection)  

Lord of living light, we hear the story of the Magi and tie it together with our 
warm Christmas celebration.  

It feels comfortable to us. Break those bonds of comfort and help us to realize 
the risk of witness and discipleship for those who follow your light.  

Shine brightly in us and through us. Forgive the blindness we so often offer to 
you.  

Give us vision of what you would have us be and do in the Light of Your Love. 
Amen. 

 
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
 

 
+THE PEACE OF CHRIST 
 

WWee  LLiisstteenn  ffoorr  tthhee  WWoorrdd  ooff  GGoodd  
 

PRAYER FOR UNDERSTANDING 
    (You are invited to say the concluding “amen” aloud.) 

 
LESSONS FROM THE SCRIPTURES 

Isaiah 60:1-6 – Arise, shine for your light has 
come. 

 The Word of the Lord. / Thanks be to God. 
  

Ephesians 3:1-12 – Paul’s Ministry to the Gentiles.  
 The Word of the Lord. / Thanks be to God.  
 
SOLO “Take Time”   Richard Avery and Donald Marsh 
 Sung By G. R. Kolb 

 

Matthew 2:1-12 – The coming of the Wise Men.                  Told by Donna Goodfriend 
 The Word of the Lord. / Thanks be to God.  
 

SERMON “A Word to the Wise”  
  

 

WWee  RReessppoonndd  iinn  FFaaiitthh  wwiitthh  TThhaannkkssggiivviinngg 

 

HYMN #62 vv. 1, 2 “Bring We the Frankincense of Our Love”   EPIPHANY SONG 
(See insert for the hymn.  You are encouraged to meditate on the words instead of singing 

while the music is played) 
 
+AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (Apostles’ Creed, Ecumenical Version, p. 14) 
(see insert) 
 
LIFE OF THE CHURCH, JOYS AND CONCERNS 
 
TITHES AND OFFERING 
(You can deposit in the plate in the back before or after worship) 



THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER  

 INVITATION TO THE TABLE 

 GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you.  
 / And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.  
 / We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
 / It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

…who forever proclaim to the glory of your name: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
   heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest. 

…we praise you that so great is the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died,  
Christ is risen,  
Christ will come again. 

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER (Traditional Version, Presbyterian Hymnal, p. 16) 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION AND COMMUNION  

(Please come forward by the center aisle to receive the bread and individual cups,  
then return to your seat by the side aisles where we will partake together.) 
 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION  

  
WWee  GGoo  OOuutt  iinn  tthhee  LLiigghhtt  ooff  CChhrriisstt 

 
HYMN #275 vv. 1, 2                        “God of Our Life” SANDON 

(See insert for the hymn.  You are encouraged to meditate on the words instead of singing 
while the music is played) 

 
CHARGE & BENEDICTION  
 
POSTLUDE                              “We Three Kings of Orient Are” Alec Wyton 
 

STONE CHURCH WELCOMES YOU TO WORSHIP 
January 3, 2021 ~ Epiphany Sunday ~10:30 a.m. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, 
engaging in worship that inspires and challenges us to learn and grow 

as we reach out in caring and service, trusting in the love of God.  

 
All the People, Ministers 

 
 Stone Presbyterian Church         Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor 
 PO Box 33, 8 South Park Row                         G. Roberts Kolb, Director of Music  
 Clinton, New York 13323           Gerald G. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 
 315-853-2933 Janice LeFrois, Office Administrator 
 stonepres@stonepres.org                                               Lee Kelso, Sexton 

www.stonepres.org ~ www.facebook.com/stonepres 
www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 



+ AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  “The Apostles Creed” (Ecumenical) 

Let us remain standing as we affirm our faith, using the ancient statement of faith of the 
church, the Apostles’ Creed. 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord. 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body,  and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 



 
 

 



  
BUDGET REVIEW – JANUARY 17.  As we have been doing annually for a number of 

years, an informal review of the budget will be done after worship on January 20st in the Norton 

Room. The purpose is to review in some detail with the congregation the 2020 budget as well as how 

2019 came out. Since it is the session that approves the budget, the budget is not an item of business 

at the congregational meeting and so will be minimally discussed. 
  

WE HAVE WI-FI EVERYWHERE!  Thanks to Nate Lorraine from Professional 

Installation Services, LLC in Utica, NY and Anatoly Bondarchuk from BondarTech who in less than 

six hours on Dec 21 had *Stone* Church wired (Nate) and networked (Anatoly) throughout in time 

for an evening streaming Zoom service that went flawlessly.  We are now streaming (and recording) 

services Sundays on Facebook Live.” 
  

 HOPE HOUSE:  This month’s wish list includes the following: BREAKFAST CEREAL, 

COFFEE, SUGAR, HOT CHOCOLATE, BUTTER OR MARGARINE, DEODORANT, 

SHAMPOO, CONDITIONER, NAPKINS, TOILET PAPER.  Any donation that you designate 

for food or personal needs will greatly be appreciated.  

THE COUNTRY PANTRY:  The Country Pantry continues to strive to meet the needs of 

the community during this difficult time.  Keeping the safety of the volunteers and clients in mind, 

the monthly distribution is now conducted outside.  To avoid a large number of people bagging 

groceries, the majority of food is purchased in pre-packaged boxes.  Therefore, the greatest need at 

this time is for a monetary donation which will also allow for the additional purchase of milk. 

You may make a donation thru the church, writing Country Pantry in the memo, or mail it to the 

Country Pantry, PO Box 76, Clinton, NY 13323 

 

FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  Looking for a gift for that person who has everything?  Look no 

further than our Fair Trade Shop at Stone  Presbyterian Church, 8 So. 

Park Row, Clinton. We have unique, handmade gift items from 38 different 

countries. Purchasing fair trade items ensures artisans and small farmers fair 

wages and healthy working conditions, providing dignity, sustainable 

development and hope to marginalized people.  Building Stones Fair Trade 

Shop is grateful that in spite of the stresses of 2020, we have been able to 

make significant donations to a variety of organizations, including emergency 

funds to Mayan Hands, Hope House, The Country Pantry, Seeds of Hope Pantry, and Life School in 

Guatemala.  We look forward to the end of COVID-19 and in celebration for this new year, we will 

once again be holding our annual 25%-off sale in January and  February.  We are currently only 

OPEN BY APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 315-853-1070, 315-725-1326, OR 315-525-1417.  

All customers will be required to wear a face mask.  Gloves and hand sanitizer will be available. Let 

us be your go-to gift shop!   

 

 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  A BIG thank you to everyone who purchased gifts for 

our Christmas families & volunteered their time to wrap many present (especially Donna 

Goodfriend, who coordinated the project)!  Unfortunately there aren’t any pictures due to 

social distancing. The volunteers had to sometimes wrap individually. 
                 

                                         THE CALENDAR  
    
                                        

 

Thursday – 01/07/21:                  10:00 a.m.- 4:00 p.m.                         Fair Trade Shoppe               

Saturday – 0109/21:                    10:00 a.m.- 4:00 p.m.                         Fair Trade Shoppe 

Sunday – 01/10/21:                     10:30 a.m.                                           Worship 

Monday – 01/11/21:                    7:00 p.m.                                             Session Meeting 

 

Want to see what else is on the calendar?  Go to our Web page –     

stonepres.org & click on the “CALENDAR ICON” 

 

 

PRAYER CHAIN:  If you would like to add 

someone to our prayer list or would like to receive the 

prayer list for daily prayer, please go to our website 

www.stonepres.org and click on “Prayer Request”  

Members/Friends of the Week: 

 

John & Mary Ann Stiefvater 

Doris Ackerman 

Dennis & Sue Dewey 

 

 

Prayer Request: 
 

The Zuchowski Family 

Little Falls Presbyterian Church 

Julie Milograno 

Bonnie Felshaw 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Rick Heintz 

Judi Parsons and family 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Audrey, Mike and their family 

Jane Miller 

Judy Logan 

Bob Umidi 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 
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