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It’s amazing this past year what you can see.  For all the hardships and 

economic impact of the pandemic one thing that has benefited is the 

earth.  With less industrial production the air is clearer, the water 

cleaner, and animal life more abundant. 

A few nights ago, my wife, Helen, went outside in the evening to take a 

short walk and get some fresh air while I was up in my room doing 

something incredibly important, though I can’t for the life of me 

remember what it was. 

Central New York has more cloudy days—and nights—than most anywhere 

else in the country.  So normally, she would have seen nothing but 

blue/black skies <show cloud slide>, reflecting the mood many of us 

have had.  But this night she saw more than stars than she can 

remember for a long time <show stars slide>.   

She said, “I saw all those stars and it was so amazing!  I can’t believe how it 

lifted and really renewed my spirit.  It was like a veil had been lifted.  

By seeing the stars that the veil of the clouds had hidden, I also saw 

that God has always been here, just hidden by the veil of gloom from 

the pandemic and events in the world.” 

I responded, “So, I should just let you write the sermon, huh.” <show black 

slide> 

In today’s epistle passage from 2 Corinthians chapter 4, Paul also writes 

about a veil.  He begins by saying the gospel “is veiled to those who 

are perishing.”   

He goes on in verse 4 to say, “In their case the god of this world has blinded 

the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the 

gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.” 
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When Paul says, “the god of this world has blinded the minds of the 

unbelievers”, he is not saying that Satan or whomever is controlling 

people; Paul has no use for the excuse “the devil made me do it.” 

People are responsible for their own actions and beliefs, including letting 

the ways of the world cloud their thinking.   

And that’s the rub.  Who are the ones whose minds are being clouded?  We 

see it all too much today with different Christians looking at the same 

event, person, or belief and saying, “Don’t you see how wrong that 

is?” while the other says “You mean, how right that is!”, each accusing 

the other of being duped by the world. 

The Corinthians had been having analogous problems.  There was 

dissension, self-aggrandizement, and revolting against Paul.  Paul 

worked strenuously against those reminding them what the gospel is. 

As Yung Suk Kim, an Associate Professor of New Testament and Early 

Christianity at Virginia Union University succinctly writes, .in First 

and Second Corinthians Paul consistently and vehemently argues that 

the gospel, the good news, is: God-centered, Christ-demonstrated, 

and Christian-imitated. 

Paul’s opponents in Corinth called themselves “apostles of the Messiah.” 

But in fact, their appropriation of god-talk—about transcendent ideas 

and supernatural experiences—serves only to mask the way they 

enslave the Corinthians, and abuse and use them as pawns for their 

own agendas. 

There is nothing God-centered, Christ-demonstrated, or Christian-imitated 

in their beliefs or actions. 

Paul reminds the people in verses 5 and 6 of today’s lesson,  
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“For we do not proclaim ourselves; we proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and 

ourselves as your slaves for Jesus’ sake.  

“For it is God who said, ‘Let light shine out of darkness,’ who has shone in 

our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the 

face of Jesus Christ.” 

Thus, our big calling is to proclaim the glory of Christ, to speak light into 

darkness and proclaim the knowledge of the glory of God that we 

have seen in the face of Jesus Christ. 

Since the light of the gospel always entails both seeing and shining, we not 

only “behold” the image of God in the Messiah’s face, but also 

“reflect” its glory and, in like manner, mirror that shining as we 

encounter others’ faces. This is how we are transformed—indeed are 

“transfigured”—by the light of God shining in our hearts in the “face” 

of Jesus the Messiah. 

God’s glory is reflected in Christ’s demonstrations for us through his 

suffering for us, which as Christians we reflect in our imitation of 

Christ in all that he proclaimed and did. 

This gospel is rooted in God’s good news that God is loving and steadfast 

and that now all people may become his children through Jesus 

Christ, his Son; they may live a new life in Christ Jesus, who 

manifested God’s righteousness and justice to the world. 

Christ came to fulfill the law, which means to fulfill the spirit of the law and 

not add ever more rules because there are always loopholes in rules.  

The law is limited by definition. 
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As Carla Works, an Associate Professor of New Testament at Wesley 

Theological Seminary, puts it, “the law turned on a flashlight in the 

darkness, but Christ has shone daylight.” 

So perhaps all who call themselves Christians should ask themselves, “What 

ways might I be complicit in the veiling of God’s light in our world?  

Am I relying on the rigidity of “tablets of stone” for the law and rather 

than the loving “tablets of human hearts” for the good news?  Am I 

lighting a candle or cursing the darkness? 

Today’s gospel lesson from chapter 9 of Mark underscores that point.   

Just prior to this passage Peter declares Jesus is the Messiah and then is 

rebuked by Jesus when Jesus says he must suffer and be crucified and 

Peter protests.  Then Jesus proclaims “If any want to become my 

followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and 

follow me.” 

Today’s story is kind of a “proof point” to the disciples to validate who Jesus 

is.  With Moses and Elijah representing the Law and the Prophets, for 

the first and only time in Mark, the voice from heaven orders Jesus’ 

disciples saying, “This is my Son, and I love him. Listen to what he 

says!” 

But are we listening? As Igor Stravinsky said of music, “To listen is an 

effort; just to hear is no merit. A duck also hears.”  The same can be 

said of God’s command.  It is one thing to admire the Messiah; it is 

something else to obey him.  And that is something for us 

contemplate and reflect on for the next 50 days. 

Because perhaps more fittingly than for any of the other gospels, Mark’s 

transfiguration story stands as a transition between the Sundays of 
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Epiphany, with the progressive revelation of the power and presence 

of the good news of God’s kingdom in this Jesus, and the season of 

Lent, starting this Wednesday, with its progressive focus on the 

journey of Jesus to suffering and the cross.  

Just as the stars shine at night, even with the veil of the clouds, know that 

despite the veil of these sometimes dark times in this world, God is 

here and his light shines in hearts for his to reflect that glory to others 

by our word and by our deeds. 

Because the good news is that, despite our fumbling and stumbling, God’s 

light will not be overcome by darkness; God’s love will prevail. 

In the name of God the Creator, God the Redeemer, and God the Sustainer.  

Amen. 


