
 
An Order of Worship for the Lord’s Day 

Stone Presbyterian Church 
A Welcoming and Affirming Congregation 

February 28, 2021 ~ Second Sunday in Lent 
 

WWee  JJooiinn  JJeessuuss  iinn  tthhee  WWiillddeerrnneessss  
 
PRELUDE     “Lord Christ, When First You Came to Earth” Alec Wyton 
(Text for meditation:  Hymn #7, vss. 1, 2, and  4) 
 
POURING OF THE BAPTISMAL WATER 
 
WELCOME 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP (from Psalm 22) 

SINGER:  Praise the name of the Lord! 

LEADER:  You who fear the Lord, praise him!  All you 

offspring of Jacob, glorify him; 

PEOPLE:  All you offspring of Israel, stand in awe 

of him. 

LEADER:  For he did not despise or abhor the affliction of the afflicted; 

PEOPLE:  He did not hide his face from me, but heard when I cried to him; 

SINGER:  Praise the name of the Lord! 

LEADER:  All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the Lord; and all the 

families of the nations shall worship before him. 

PEOPLE:  For dominion belongs to the Lord, and he rules over the nations. 

LEADER:  Posterity will serve him; future generations will be told about the Lord, 

PEOPLE:  And proclaim his deliverance to a people yet unborn. 

SINGER:  Praise the name of the Lord! 

 
CONFESSION 

LEADER:  Let us pray together. 

PEOPLE:  God of majesty and glory, in the deserts in our lives, we thirst for 

your grace. While we urge hopefulness, we live in cynicism. 

While we praise forgiveness, we are often slow to give it.  While we revere 

Jesus for taking up his cross, we hesitate to pick up our own. 

SINGER:  Lord, have mercy upon us.  Christ, have mercy upon us. 

PEOPLE:  We confess that we stray from you and turn aside from your way.  

You offer us the healing waters of your Spirit, but we choose instead the 

barren promises of this world, leaving our lives unfulfilled and dry as the 

sand. 

SINGER:  Kyrie eleison.  Christe eleison. 

PEOPLE:  Forgive us, Loving One.  As we follow you through life’s wilderness, 

enable us to cast off that which separates us from you and from one 

another, trusting you to uphold us and sustain us.  Hear us in the silence 

of our hearts as we lift up to you things in our life that separate us from 

you and from one another. [silent prayer] 

SINGER:  Lord, have mercy upon us.  Christ, have mercy upon us. 

 
+THE LENTEN WALK 
You are invited to come down the right-side aisle (spaced apart), take 
a handful of sand from a bowl and toss it back into the desert, then 
pass by the communion table to receive your Lenten discipline. 
 
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
 
+THE PEACE OF CHRIST 
 

WWee  LLiisstteenn  ffoorr  tthhee  WWoorrdd  ooff  GGoodd  
 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
 (You are invited to say the concluding “amen” aloud.) 

 
LESSONS FROM THE SCRIPTURES 
 
 Genesis 17:1–7, 15–16   God's promises to Abraham and Sarah 
  This is the Word of the Lord. / Thanks be to God. 
                                                                                                                Told by Donna Goodfriend 
  
Romans 4:13–25   God's promise is realized through faith 
  This is the Word of the Lord. / Thanks be to God. 
 
SOLO “O God, O Son of God”    Richard Avery & Donald Marsh 
 Sung by G. Roberts Kolb 
 
 Mark 8:31–38   Jesus foretells his suffering and death 
  This is the Word of the Lord. / Thanks be to God.  
SERMON “Manifest Destiny” 



WWee  RReessppoonndd  iinn  FFaaiitthh  wwiitthh  TThhaannkkssggiivviinngg 

HYMN #2196 vv. 1, 4                         “We Walk by Faith”  MARTYRDOM 
(You are encouraged to meditate on the words instead of singing while the music is played) 

 
+AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (from the Heidelberg Catechism, 1563) 
 

Q. 60: How is it that we are righteous before God? 

 A: Only by true faith in Jesus Christ. In spite of the fact that my conscience 

accuses me that I have grievously sinned against God, and that I am still ever 

prone to all that is evil, nevertheless, God, out of pure grace, grants me the 

benefits of the perfect sacrifice of Christ, imputing to me Jesus' righteousness 

and holiness, as if I had never committed a single sin, if only I accept such 

favor with a trusting heart.  

Q. 61: Why do you say that you are righteous by faith alone? 

A: Not because I please God by virtue of the worthiness of my faith, but 

because the satisfaction, righteousness, and holiness of Christ alone are my 

righteousness before God, and because I can accept it and make it mine in no 

other way than by faith alone. 

Q. 64: But does not this teaching make people careless and sinful? 

A: No, for it is impossible for those who are ingrafted into Christ by true faith 

not to bring forth the fruit of gratitude. 

 
LIFE OF THE CHURCH, JOYS AND CONCERNS 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER (“debts/debtors”, Traditional, p. 16)   
 
TITHES AND OFFERING 
(You can deposit in the plate in the back before or after worship) 
 
PRAYER OF DEDICATION  

  

WWee  CCoonnttiinnuuee  oonn  tthhee  LLeenntteenn  JJoouurrnneeyy  
 
HYMN #2197 vv. 1, 4      “Lord of All Hopefulness” SLANE 
(You are encouraged to meditate on the words instead of singing while the music is played) 

 
CHARGE & BENEDICTION  
 
POSTLUDE                              “O Sacred Head Now Wounded” J. C. Kittel 

 

STONE CHURCH WELCOMES YOU TO WORSHIP 
February 28, 2021 ~ Second Sunday in Lent ~10:30 a.m. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, 
engaging in worship that inspires and challenges us to learn and grow 

as we reach out in caring and service, trusting in the love of God.  
 

All the People, Ministers 
 

 Stone Presbyterian Church         Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor 
 PO Box 33, 8 South Park Row                         G. Roberts Kolb, Director of Music  
 Clinton, New York 13323           Gerald G. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 
 315-853-2933 Janice LeFrois, Office Administrator 
 stonepres@stonepres.org                                               Lee Kelso, Sexton 

www.stonepres.org ~ www.facebook.com/stonepres 
www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 



 

 

 

 



ECUMENICAL LENTEN STUDY 6:30 P.M. WEDNESDAY:  We started 

our annual ecumenical Lenten study last Wednesday over Zoom. This week Pastor Scott Leonard 

will be the moderator. The Zoom link will be emailed and on our Facebook page.  Email Pastor Scott 

Leonard, srleonard@roadrunner.com, for the link if you don’t receive it or can’t find it. 

 

HOPE HOUSE:  This month’s wish list includes the following: shampoo, conditioner,  soap, 

toothpaste  & razors.  Any donation that you designate for food or personal needs will be greatly 

appreciated.  They are now serving two meals a day, take-out only , and are still looking for 

volunteers. Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 853-8289, ceilgilbert@yahoo.com 

 

THE COUNTRY PANTRY:  The Country Pantry will be collecting hygiene products for 

one more month. Due to the increase numbers of seniors, canned soup, chicken and fruit is needed. 

In preparation for Easter, wrapped candy, children’s socks, gift cards  such as from 5 below and 

other small items of your choice are needed. 

 

FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  Every child’s secret to becoming a talented magician - our Pop-

Up Magic Bunny!  Each bunny is dressed in traditional Guatemalan fabric and accented with a bow 

tie and hand stitched accents to create a colorful design.  Our new Stoneware Owl Mugs are truly 

one-of-a-kind  featuring dark blue accents with a detailed brown and blue owl design with the beak 

of the owl slightly raised, for a subtle textured effect.  It is microwavable, dishwasher safe and lead 

free.  These and many, many more unique handcrafted items from 38 different countries are 

available at our Fair Trade Shoppe, Stone Presbyterian Church, 8 South Park Row, Clinton.  

Purchasing fair trade ensures artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 

providing dignity, sustainable development, and hope to marginalized people.  Our hours are 10am 

to 4pm every Thursday and second Saturdays. We are also open by appointments by calling 315-

853-1070.  Face masks are required. Gloves and hand sanitizers will be available. Let us be your go-

to gift shop! For more information, visit our website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 

watch our Facebook page at www.facebook.com/ 

 

LET US MAKE TODAY a unique Sunday, a day when each of us shows we care by making 

a special contribution to a charity of our choice. What better way to chase away the cold and 

darkness of hunger, despair and anger than for each of us to offer the light of compassion and caring 

through a financial contribution?  Our special Sunday probably will not join the other February 

holidays and be a national hit like Groundhog Day or a world-wide religious festival day like 

Candlemas and, most particularly, not be a runaway commercial success like Valentine’s Day. But it 

will be a very concrete way for each of us to end February by moving away from the darkness 

associated with lack of involvement to the light of making a difference. While your choice of 

recipient is completely up to you, a contribution to Hope House, the Country Pantry, the Fair Trade 

Shoppe, the Presbyterian Mission Agency, Presbyterian Disaster Relief or Church World Service can 

be made through the church office. Donations to other recipients you will have to route yourselves. 

The point is that, regardless of destination, by doing so on this day, you will be joining others of the 

Stone Church family and friends as we end February and enter March with a renewal of light and 

hope.  
  

                                       

                                         

                                        THE CALENDAR  
    
        

Wednesday – 03/03/21:               6:30 p.m.                                       Ecumenical Lenten Study                  

Thursday -  03/04/21:                  10:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.                     Fair Trade Shoppe 

Sunday – 03/07/21:                      10:30 a.m.                                     Worship 
Monday – 03/08/21:                     7:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m.                      Session Meeting 

 

Want to see what else is on the calendar?  Go to our Web page –     

stonepres.org & click on the “CALENDAR ICON” 

 

 

PRAYER CHAIN:  If you would like to add someone to our prayer list or would like to receive 

the prayer list for daily prayer, please go to our website www.stonepres.org and click on “Prayer 

Request”  

Members/Friends of the Week: 

 

Midge Bakos 

Doris Ackerman 

Jane Aronowsky 

Prayer Request: 
 

Family of Rev. Abraham Esper 

George Chamberlain 

Family of Beverly Sullivan 

Emily Hughes 

The Zuchowski Family 

Little Falls Presbyterian Church 

Julie Milograno 

Bonnie Felshaw 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Judi Parsons and family 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Jane Miller 

Judy Logan 

Pat Joseph 

Debra LaFont 

  

 

 

 

 

If you can’t (or don’t want) to leave the 

house, the Kirkland Town Library will come 

to you! We offer free home delivery in the 

Town of Kirkland to anyone who needs 

Library materials, including books (regular 

and large type), audio books, movies, board 

games, tax forms, and much more. To get 

started with home delivery, give us a call at 

315-853-2038. 
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