
 

                          

                                                WORSHIP IN APRIL AT STONE CHURCHWORSHIP IN APRIL AT STONE CHURCH  

 

April 1, 2021 Maundy Thursday – The Lord’s Supper 

7:00 p.m. Tenebrae service of light and darkness virtually. In-person and 
streamed Facebook Live. 

April 2, 2021 Good Friday Service  

12:00 p.m. Clinton Area Ministerium Ecumenical Service virtually.  See our web site 
and Facebook page for the Zoom link. 
 

April 4, 2021 Sunrise Easter Service  

7:00 a.m. Ecumenical Sunrise Service on the Village Green and streamed 
on Facebook Live. 

April 4, 2021 – Easter Sunday – The Lord’s Supper 

Acts 10:34-43    God shows no partiality. 

Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24    This is the day that the Lord has made 

1 Corinthians 15:1–11     Paul's summary of the Good News. 

John 20:1-18     The women run away in fear and great joy.  

Sermon: “The Whole Point” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 

 

April 11, 2021 – 2nd Sunday of Easter – Low Sunday 

Acts 4:32–35   The believers share possessions. 

Psalm 133   The blessedness of unity.  

1 John 1:1–2:2   God is light, Christ our advocate. 

John 20:19–31   Jesus appears to "Doubting Thomas". 

Sermon: “Walk in the Light” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 

 

April 18, 2021 3rd Sunday of Easter 

Acts 3:12–19   Peter tells the Good News in the temple's portico. 

Psalm 4   A confident plea for deliverance.  

1 John 3:1–7   We are God's children. 

Luke 24:36b–48   The resurrected Jesus appears to his disciples.  

The Rev. Jeff McArn preaching  

 

April 25, 2021 4th Sunday of Easter – Shepherd’s Sunday 

Acts 4:5–12   Peter declares the Good News about Jesus to the officials. 

Psalm 23   The Lord is my shepherd.  

1 John 3:16–24   Let us not love in word only. 

John 10:11–18   Jesus says, "I am the Good Shepherd." 

Sermon: “Sheep or Shepherds?” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching  
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The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community Christ, 
        engaging in worship that inspires and challenges us to learn and grow  
                as we reach out in caring and service, trusting in the love of God. 
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Joyful, joyful. 
 
“There would be no Christmas if there was no Easter.” 
--Gordon B. Hinckley, religious leader and author  
 
For a lot of reasons Christmas is the most popular holiday of the year both within 
and outside the church.  For one it is a time of merriment and good cheer, a time to 
give gifts and be happy. Yet, we know as Christians that we didn’t start 
celebrating the birth of Jesus until centuries after the scriptures were recorded.  
Whereas, even from the beginning, Christians came together every Sunday in 
remembrance and commemoration of the resurrection of Christ.  Virtually the 
definition of Christianity is the good news that Christ is risen and because of that and solely by the grace 
of God are we saved!  For that we are joyful!   
 
And yet, for over a year we have lived (and died) under the cloud of the pandemic.  Now, coincident with 
spring, we are starting to emerge from our cocoon of physical isolation and separation thanks to the 
development and deployment of the vaccine.  As more and more of us get vaccinated, we can see a time 
when we all can hug and hold, sing and dance, twist and shout.  Not entirely just yet, but people are 
rejoicing for the promise that is there. 
 
But that doesn’t mean we are always happy.  Life has its ups and downs.  For the first followers of Christ 
the darkest time was probably Saturday of Holy Week.  The week started off with a palm-branched, 
Hosanna-filled entrance to Jerusalem and before the week was out betrayal and crucifixion of Jesus and 
his disciples in hiding.  And at the end of the week—nothing.  Silence.  How difficult that must have 
been.  They had lost faith and hope.  Even that Sunday morning at the empty tomb they still had problems 
believing (well, at least the men). 
 
Even after they saw resurrected Jesus and spent time with him before his ascension, they still did not 
have an easy time with the government, religious leaders, or even fellow Christ followers after that.  And 
after a generation had died off with no return of Christ, as everyone had expected, they had to settle in for 
the long haul, waiting with hope of his return while enduring the struggle of life on earth. 
 
That is what we face now.  Waiting expectantly and joyfully if not always happily, given life’s ups and 
downs.  For whereas happiness tends to be externally triggered and more based on people, thoughts, and 
events, joy is a fruit of the Spirit.  When we find joy, it’s infused with comfort and wrapped in peace. It’s 
an attitude of the heart and spirit that comes from following Jesus and pursing to live a Christ-like life.   
 
With the Resurrection Easter gave us the promise of eternal life.  But that doesn’t mean we just sit and 
wait.  As pastor and speaker Tony Evans says, “Jesus didn't say ‘I am finished;’ he said, ‘it is finished’—
Jesus was just getting started.” Jesus was getting started changing our hearts and our minds so that we 
might be transformed in his image, filled with the joy of the spirit and the love of God.  Not to just to feel 
good, but to do good—to joyfully spread and show the love of God to others.  To help give others hope 
where there is despair, love where there is hatred, and faith where there is doubt. 
 
For in these challenging times, we can sometimes feel like disciples did on that silent Saturday after the 
Crucifixion, wondering what is next and where we are going.  But we need not worry. As author Kate 
McGahan summarizes so well, “The very first Easter taught us this:  that life never ends and love never 
dies.”  Keep the faith and spread the joy! 
 
Shalom, 
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Historical Period Revisited—A Glimpse into Stone Church’s Past 

A Letter from Rev. Dr. Trevor H.G. Smith, PhD—Son of Rev. W. Graham Smith 15th Pastor 

 

Dear Mr. Leonard and Session, 

In all likelihood you will not recognize the name at the 

top of this letter. However, I am the second son and fourth child 

of W. Graham and Margaret Smith—my father having been the 

pastor at the Stone Church from 1957 to 1962. 

I have myself just retired after 41 years of pastoral 

ministry in the Presbyterian family. And at this time, I am 

reminded of how much I owe to so many who nurtured me in my faith, including the people of the Stone Presbyterian 

Church. I was three years old when we arrived, so Stone is the first church I actually remember. It was the only church 

where I ever served as an angel in the Christmas Pageant--a bit of a stretch in casting as admitted by all who knew me!  

        When I was a boy, the church had a bowling alley in the basement—I’ve never known of another church to have 

one. Children left worship during the sermon for Sunday school. It was in that Sunday school that I learned many, many 

Bible stories. Mrs. Jones was the organist and Dad always said she was one of the best he ever worked with because she 

played the hymns at the right pace. Dad couldn’t sing, but he could play the organ enough to appreciate those who played 

well. 

It was in Clinton that I first became aware of poverty because of the migrant workers who came through every fall 

to harvest the crops. Dad took us up to the migrant camps where we played with the children—recognizing even then how 

poor they were. Sometimes, the children would be in our classes at school (the old Marvin Street School) and would fall 

asleep in class – no doubt from the work they had to do even as first or second graders.  The denomination also had a 

program to bring youth from NYC to ‘the country’ and I remember our family hosting a young African American girl for 

a week. I am grateful for a church that did those things. 

My parents are both gone now. Dad passed away in 2000 and Mom died just three years ago. After leaving 

Clinton, we moved to Philadelphia where we lived for eight years before moving to Alexandria, VA in 1970. 

I myself have served three churches. The first was just outside Philadelphia, as a youth pastor, then as pastor of a 

wonderful congregation in Stillman Valley, Illinois (a town of 950) for seventeen and a half years, before finishing my 

work in Charlotte over these last seventeen years. 

 My wife, Joany, and I married in 1982 and have three children, Colin, Kathleen and Aaron. Colin was killed his 

first year of University—a loss we continue to grieve. Kathleen and Aaron are twins. Kathleen and her husband live in 

Chicago and just had their first child making us grandparents for the first time.  Aaron lives in New York City. 

Unfortunately, I have never gotten back to Clinton. However, I remember so many things about it. Going skating 

on Wednesdays after school when you could skate for free, Dad took my brother and I to some Clinton Comet’s games—

back when they had chain link fencing instead of plexiglass. I remember summers at the town swimming pool and the 

cider mill and Saturday afternoon high school football games. Dad would speak on occasion for the Inter-Varsity 

Christian Fellowship up at Hamilton College and some of those students would baby sit my brother and three sisters and 

me. Indeed, one of those students, Pat Chase, was Dad’s assistant for two years in Philadelphia. And I remember well the 

snow!  

But I am writing now to say how grateful I am for the people whose names now escape me, who taught me the 

Bible, directed the church pageants, brought us fresh farm produce, had us to their homes for dinner (no small feat when 

there were seven of us!), and demonstrated in word and deed what a church community should look like. 

And so, at this juncture in my life, I simply want to say thank you. 

 

Blessings, 

Trevor 
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GREAT NEWS!!!!  Hospitality time is back!!  It has been 

such a long time since we have been able to share a cup of coffee and a 

little treat together. Now that most of us have been vaccinated and 

guidelines are letting up a little it is time to get back to a little normalcy. 

Starting April 11th will be resuming coffee hour back in the Norton 

room.  Woohoo!!  We will still need to wear masks and practice social 

distancing. But, we can all be together!!! See you all for coffee and 

conversation on the 11th following the Church service.  

Earth Day and the Easter Bunny 

     April.  The spring equinox.  Beautiful green buds bursting up through dirt, as the glistening snow, mentioned by Helen 
Leonard in her March article, melts and disappears.  Renewal.  Resurrection.  Jesus.  Christianity.  Easter.  The Easter 
bunny and Easter eggs: How did they become associated with Easter?   

     Pre-Christian pagans worshipped Eostra, the goddess of springtime, who took the form of a rabbit.  And eggs have long 
had a historical tie as a symbol of new life.  An early combination of:  Pagan and Christian beliefs; an observation of the 
earth’s springtime rebirth; and the idea of new life that comes through Christ, could account for the inclusion of the Easter 
bunny and Easter eggs in present day observances.  Eggs were forbidden food during Lent, and the story goes that they 
were decorated and eaten at Easter.  These symbols have, of course, become highly commercialized, and many people 
have lost the religious significance of this time of year. 

     For me, a walk outside, seeing those green buds, hearing the birds calling, reminds me… God the Creator put this all 
here. Gifts to us.  Just as his Son was a gift to us.  His Son, a sacrifice, a servant-king: Creation, a gift and a responsibility, 
because God created humans to take care of All He Created, to be stewards.  

     Stewardship is something I am glad to be called to do. I know that often I “fall down on the job”.  The point is, I 
believe, to recognize the failure, and resolve to do better, to always bear reverence toward all of life. As humans we all 
failed to be responsible and the Earth was suffering and experiencing ecological crises. In 1970, Senator Gaylord Nelson 
stepped up as a Steward of Creation and became responsible for the first Earth Day, which he envisioned as a “teach-in” to 
expose the damages that had been done to our air, land, water, and animal life, He also called for Americans to act 
responsibly and turn the situation around. He was actually just calling us out to do what God put us here for in the first 
place. I did something a little out of character that day.  I skipped school to go into Philadelphia and participate in that first 
Earth Day. I knew God was calling me. I hope you can hear Him calling you too. 

     So many people here at Stone Church are such wonderful examples of stewards, giving tirelessly. 

     So, whether the Easter bunny comes to your house or you decorate eggs this Easter, as I know my family will, or if 
you engage in an Earth Day service of stewardship, like recycling or planting a garden, we can all reconnect with the 
Earth that God made, and appreciate and be thankful for the religious significance of this month. April. I leave you with 
one more thought… Hum or sing the hymn, This Is My Father’s World  (I bet it becomes an “ear worm”). 

 

Peace be with you, Trisha Harris 

                                                                    (cont. on pg. 6) 

WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  

Please note that per capita payments for 2021are now being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year 

is $41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for each member on the membership roll. The per 

capita is the cost of our representative democracy as a church and supports the meetings and operations of the 

Presbytery, Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending your per capita either directly to the church 

office (P.O. Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 
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HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following: shampoo 

conditioner, soap, toothpaste  & razors.  Any donation that you designate for food or personal needs 

will be greatly appreciated. Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) or ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

 

 

THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  Our delicious dark chocolate eggs from Ghana are perfect to 

tuck into Easter baskets.  Each package contains approximately 18 eggs (5.2 oz). 

Our delightfully dark, organic, vegan 72% chocolate bars are made with cocoa from Brazil.  Sweet and 

mild, this chocolate is a sophisticated blend of fruity and floral flavors, with hints of gingerbread and 

toffee.  Our spring garden quilled eggs from Vietnam are remarkable in detail and craftsmanship. This set 

of 4 wooden eggs is covered with dozens of individually coiled paper details in lively colors and patterns, 

with a flat bottom for standing upright. These and many, many more unique handcrafted items from 38 

different countries are available at our Fair Trade Shop, Stone Presbyterian Church, 8 So. Park Row, 

Clinton. Purchasing fair trade items ensures artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working 

conditions, providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized people. Our hours are 

10am to 4pm every Thursday and second Saturdays, and also by appointment by calling 315-853-1070.  

OUR 25% OFF SALE STILL IS IN EFFECT UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE.  Face masks are required. 

Gloves and hand sanitizers are available.  Let us be your go-to gift shop!  For more information, visit our 

website at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or watch our Facebook page at www.facebook.com/

buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe for updates. 

Hope House is now serving two meals a day, still out the back door from the kitchen on Mondays through 

Saturdays at reduced hours. If any servers are eager to come back, they are happy to accept volunteers 

earlier in the day to help in the kitchen.  Questions, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315-853-8289, 

ceilgilbert@yahoo.com. 

THE COUNTRY PANTRY:  The Country Pantry will be collecting hygiene products for one 

more month. Due to the increase numbers of seniors, canned soup, chicken and fruit is needed. In 

preparation for Easter, wrapped candy, children’s socks, gift cards  such as from 5 below and other 

small items of your choice are needed. 

               EARLY PLEDGES WANTED 

Because of heating bills, cash flow is more of a problem for our 

church in the winter months (January through April) than summer 

months, even during a relatively warm winter. Session is asking 

folks to consider giving more of their pledge upfront, if possible.  

We will, of course, keep good track of what you have paid 

towards your pledge. 
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DEACONS CORNER.     (cont. from  pg.4) 

                    SESSION MEETING HIGHLIGHTS - MARCH 8, 2021 

     
 The regularly scheduled meeting of the session met March 8, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. virtually due to COVID-19. 

 During devotions, a discussion followed entertaining the recent decision by the Presbytery November meeting when 
they voted to become a Matthew 25 Presbytery with the hope that along with the Presbytery, congregations would also 
embrace the idea. The vision of Matthew 25 has the potential to inspire congregations to dream new dreams and engage 
with the community in faithful and inspiring ways. A possible lunch and learning program in the fall was thought of as a 
possible way to learn more about racism and poverty. More will follow as we review and think more about the issues.      

 A “thank you” card was received from Cindi Dahlin Harris regarding all the cards and gifts that were sent to her 
mother, Bev Sullivan, while she was a resident at the Masonic Home, as well as the visits and calls. They meant so much 
to her mom knowing that she was not forgotten. 

 We received a letter from the Presbytery of Utica stating that they found it a joy to find that Stone Church paid its per 
capita in full for the year of 2020. They also offered their thanks to the Session and to the congregation. They are most 
grateful for our faithfulness in the ongoing public health and time of uncertainty. 

 The non-pledged income is excellent so far this year, and pledges slightly ahead of schedule, and enough in the 
checkbook at present, there is no need for money from the endowment fund right now.    

 John Stiefvater reported that because the elevator lift wasn’t working again, the repair workers only had to replace a 
battery.  John Menard replaced the light bulb in the rose window—the public will enjoy that as well as our congregation. 
However, one of our gas furnaces will need to be replaced. 

 Donna Goodfriend is doing a wonderful job with the Lenten desert. 

 One Great Hour sharing offerings will be accepted on both Palm Sunday and Easter Sunday. 

 A request was made top have coffee hour on Easter Sunday—important for us to be together but we must use good 
judgement in this event.  

This Is My Father’s World 
 

This is my Father's world, and to my listening ears 

All nature sings, and round me rings the music of the 

spheres. 

This is my Father's world, the birds their carols raise 

The morning light, the lily white, declare their Maker's 

praise. 

This is my Father's world: I rest me in the thought 

Of rocks and trees, of skies and seas 

His hand the wonders wrought. 

This is my Father's world. O let me ne'er forget 

That though the wrong seems oft so strong, God is the 

ruler yet. 

This is my Father's world: why should my heart be sad? 

The Lord is King; let the heavens ring! 

God reigns; let the earth be glad! 

This is my Father's world: He shines in all that's fair 

In the rustling grass I hear Him pass 

He speaks to me everywhere. 

 

Songwriters: Paul Christiansen, D. Babcock, Franklin L. Shepherd 

For non-commercial use only. 

EASTER SEASON AKA “A WEEK 
OF SUNDAYS” 

An excerpt from the Companion to the Book of Common 
Worship (Geneva Press, 2003, 117) 

For seven weeks, a week of Sundays, we acclaim the 
resurrection of Christ by the power of God. The period of 
seven weeks of jubilation can be traced back to its Jewish 
roots of the fifty days celebrated from the day after 
Passover to Shavuot (Feast of Weeks, Exodus 23:16). For 
Jews, the Feast of Weeks closed the season of harvest, 
which had been initiated by the Feast of Unleavened Bread. 
In a similar manner, early Christians observed a fifty-day 
period of celebration from Easter to the Day of Pentecost. 
To underscore the uninterrupted rejoicing of these fifty 
days, fasting and kneeling in prayer were forbidden at least 
as early as the end of the second century. On 
the pentecoste (“fiftieth”) day, not only was the fifty-day 
period concluded, but a festival with its own proper content 
was celebrated. The Jews observed a feast of covenant 
renewal and eventually commemorated the giving of the 
Law. Christians celebrated the gift of the Spirit as preparing 
the way for the day of the Lord. What Moses and the Law 
did for the Jewish community,  the Holy Spirit now does 
for the community of Christ.  

https://www.pcusastore.com/Products/0664502326/the-companion-to-the-book-of-common-worship.aspx
https://www.pcusastore.com/Products/0664502326/the-companion-to-the-book-of-common-worship.aspx
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1 - Patty Kloidt 

  Ryan Harrington 

2 - Amber Goodfriend 

 - Anne Dunn 

3 - Lori Chamberlain 

6 - Gina Padgett 

7 - Carrie Goodfriend 

 - Jacob Dahlin 

13  - Mo Lalonde 

  Hunter Padgett 

19 - Jonathan Buckley 

21 - Alexander Russo 

22 - Mary Kate Monohan 

24 - Helen Leonard 

26 - Patricia Joseph 

28 - Benjamin Joseph 

       MARCH BIRTHDAYS PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Lynn Hall 

Paul Dunn 

George Chamberlain 

Emily Hughes 

Little Falls Presbyterian Church 

Bonnie Felshaw 

Andrew Bering 

Sara Tolliver 

Ruth Hughes 

Judi Parsons and family 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Jane Miller 

Judy Logan 

Debra LaFont 

A BIG thank you to all for the yummy 

meals and wonderful cards that were 

sent by everyone!  I really miss my 

church family.  I’m really looking 

forward to getting out and being active 

at the church again. 

Love, 

Emily 

Goes out to Mary 

Chamberlain who has paid 

in full (adding 5 more 

copies) for one year for the 

“These Days” devotionals. 

We will now be receiving 17 books quarterly. 
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DON’T FORGET THE DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the first Sunday of each month. All of the 

loose money collected on those Sundays will go to support the ministry of the 

Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons - Jim Gavett, Helen Leonard, Hal & 

Linda Rance, Judy LaGasse, Barbara Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

 

Want to see what else is on 
the calendar?   You don’t 
have to call the office.  Go 
to our home web page - 
stonepres.org, and click on 
the “Calendar” tab at the 
top or on the 

HOLY WEEK 2021 CONTINUES 

 

    After Palm/Passion Sunday on March 28 we continue Holy Week in April. 
Because of the improving conditions we decided we will have our Tenebrae 
Service for Maundy Thursday on April 1 at 7:00 p.m. in-person, but will also 
stream it on Facebook Live.   
     Because of the number of people involved, though, our Clinton Area 
Ministerium ecumenical Good Friday service at noon on April 2 will be 
virtual through Zoom as we did last year. See our Facebook and web site for 
the link. 
     We continue our Clinton Area Ministerium ecumenical worship with a 
resumption of our annual Easter Sunrise Service April 4 at 7:00 a.m. on the 
Clinton Village Green in-person and streamed on Facebook Live. 
     We will conclude Holy Week with our own Easter Service at Stone 
Church at 10:30 a.m. 

EASTER IS MORE THAN A SUNDAY 

An excerpt from The Presbyterian Mission Agency website regarding Easter 

Easter isn’t just a Sunday — it’s a season. One day out of 365 is hardly sufficient to 
celebrate the great mystery of our faith — that Jesus Christ is risen from the dead. 
Accordingly, the season of Easter lasts seven weeks spanning the 50 days from the 
Sunday of the Resurrection to Pentecost Sunday and encompassing the festival of 
the Ascension of the Lord. 

The season of Easter is intended to be a joyful time for celebrating the presence of 
the risen Christ in the church. Of course, Easter really isn’t just a season either. In 
the fullest sense, Easter is a new way of life — in which we are “dead to sin and 
alive to God in Christ Jesus” (Rom. 6:11), called to “walk in newness of life” (Rom. 
6:4). Every year, for fifty days, the church celebrates and rehearses this new way of 
life in the Season of Easter — as we await its completion in the fullness of Christ’s 
reign. 
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Stone Church has 
implemented a new 
online giving tool 
called Givelify that is 
also available as an 

app on your smart mobile device.  Check 

VIRTUAL CLINTON AREA MINISTERIUM LENTEN SERIES  
 

We resumed our annual ecumenical Lenten series, but his year did 

it virtually by Zoom.  We tended to have a small, intimate group, 

but wonderful exchanges and dialogue and the technology worked 

for us to play the video and even do breakout rooms!   

Thanks to all those who attended and our moderators for the five 

sessions, the Rev. Michael Terrell (Clinton United Methodist 

Church), Pastor Scott Leonard (Stone Presbyterian Church), the 

Rev. Jeff McArn (Hamilton College chaplain), Deacon Patsy Glista (Evangelical Lutheran Church in America), 

and the Rev. Janet Griffiths (LutheranCare chaplain). 

EASTER EGGS 

Easter is a Christian holiday, but some of its 
customs, such as Easter eggs, are likely linked to 
pagan traditions. The egg, an ancient symbol of 
new life, has been associated with pagan festivals 
celebrating spring. From a Christian perspective, 
Easter eggs are said to represent Jesus’ 
emergence from the tomb and resurrection. 
Decorating eggs for Easter is a tradition that 
dates back to at least the 13th century, according 
to some sources. One explanation for this custom 
is that eggs were formerly a forbidden food 
during the Lenten season, so people would paint 
and decorate them to mark the end of the period 
of penance and fasting, and then eat them on 
Easter as a celebration. In the U.S., these colorful 
eggs are also used in Easter egg hunts and egg 
rolling contests.  In the pre-Covid U.S., the White 
House Easter Egg Roll, a race in which children 
push decorated, hard-boiled eggs across the 
White House lawn, had been an annual event held 
the Monday after Easter. The event had no 
religious significance, although egg rolling could 
be stretched to be symbolic of the stone blocking 
Jesus’ tomb being rolled away.  
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                          Why an Easter Bunny and Not an Easter Chicken?  

While to Christians, Easter primarily is the celebration of the resurrection of Christ, many established Easter 
traditions are not Bible-based. The Bible makes no mention of a long-eared, short-tailed creature who delivers 
decorated eggs to well-behaved children on Easter Sunday. Nevertheless, the Easter bunny has become a 
prominent symbol of Christianity’s most important holiday.  
The exact origins of this mythical mammal are unclear, but rabbits, known to be prolific procreators, 
are an ancient symbol of fertility and new life. According to some sources, the Easter bunny first 
arrived in America in the 1700s with German immigrants who had transported their tradition of an 
egg-laying hare called “Osterhase” to their new homes. Their children made nests in which this 
creature could lay its colored eggs. Eventually, the custom spread across the U.S. and the fabled egg -
laying rabbit’s Easter morning deliveries expanded to include chocolate and other types of candy and 
gifts, while decorated baskets replaced nests. Perhaps as a gesture towards Christian charity, children 
were encouraged to provide carrots for the bunny in case he got hungry from all his hopping  

BLAST FROM THE PAST!! 
 
Thank you Scott! Fred's father and mother were our neighbors in 
Clinton. I used to go over to his Dad's regularly to talk, learn all 
sorts of things like putting rush and pressed Cain seats in chairs... 
He was forgiving and didn't get angry when I was painting and 
turned their Evergreen into a white tree! Mr. Windecker once 
told me he didn't go to church as he couldn't hear the service- so I 
may have made a deal if he could hear, then he'd go.  So, our 
youth group put on a spaghetti dinner, raised $500 and we got a 
sound system with hearing aide type devices.  He helped me get 
my first lawn mowing job which led to my having 11 I did 
regularly.  He was very special to me. Fred took me to visit his 
Dad as he was in a nursing home and even though he didn't wake 
when we were there it was special to say goodbye.  
 
Thank you, Jon Rice 

Daughter for Hire – Maybe you?  

If you feel as though you are the kind of patient, 

caring and compassionate type person that wants to 
help others even in small ways, Daughter for Hire may 
be for you. Daughter for Hire is right across the street 

from our Williams St. door and provides caring, 
compassionate and dependable non-medical assistance 
to seniors. Their focus is on assisting people with 

everyday living, thereby allowing them to remain 
independent for as long as they would like with simple things 
like helping around the house, running errands or doctors’ visits, 
or just checking in and spending some time with them.  If you 

like helping people and looking for some additional income on 
the side, call them at 315-725-2955 or check out their web site, 
https://www.daughter-for-hire.com/. 

COMMUNITY 

COLLECTION DAY!! 

May 22, 9:00 a.m-12 p.m. 

What’s being collected? 

Non-Perishable Food Items for the 

Country Pantry-the need is greater than 

ever!! 

Electronics:  Make a donation to the 

Country Pantry & recycle your old 

electronics. 

Shredding:  Make a donation to the 

Country Pantry & shred your sensitive 

documents. 

Bottles and Cans:  Support the Boynton 

Pool. 

Books & Jewelry:  Support the Kirkland 

Town Library with book  & jewelry 

donations to support their annual 

fundraiser. 

 

Contact: Scott Leonard @ 315-723-7420 

for more info. 

Drive up & drop off your items without 

leaving your vehicle! 

https://www.daughter-for-hire.com/
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APRIL 2021 - EASTER MISSION 

Happy Easter 2021 

As I hope you have noticed, scattered throughout this Cornerstone are a number of paragraphs pertaining to 
Easter practices, to the resurrection and to our relationship with God.  Unusually, there is no large Mission –
related article.  

As was mentioned, Easter is really a season, not just one specific Sunday;  it is a number of Sundays between 
the Resurrection and Pentecost. The liturgy from each Sunday is designed to help us understand the mystery 
of the resurrection and the responsibilities we as followers of Christ have towards fulfilling God’s will 
through our actions. 

Many of the activities and attitudes that I consider both part of an Easter-related spirit and of our commitment 
to meaningful mission fall into a category of sharing the many graces bestowed upon us and  being mindful of 
the needs of our communities, our country, our world, and particularly those less fortunate than we.  

One way that we can do this is by participating in Community Collection Day with generosity. The 
Clinton Area Ministerium has organized a “drive-thru” community collection day on May 22. It is 
hoped that participants will: 

                         Provide food and monetary donations for The Country pantry. 

                         Take advantage of the opportunity to recycle eye glasses and electronics.  

                         Donate gently used books to the Kirkland Town Library.  

                         Support the Boynton pool. 

Community Collection Day is a local concrete way of honoring the gift of Easter. 

Another way is to make a commitment to provide financial support and to participate in the packaging event 
for the Rise against Hunger.  Stone Church’s goal is to contribute $4000 towards this event, plus to have as 
many members as possible volunteer to be part of packaging day in the early fall. I would ask each of you to 
consider your commitment towards this project and to honor the Easter season by starting to set aside money 
to help our Church meet its financial responsibility.  

If each of us choose our Mission to respond with prayer and action to Easter, the world will be a better place. 
Through what we choose to do and how we choose to conduct our lives we are showing we understand the 
tumult, sacrifice and pain associated with the crucifixion and that we truly appreciate the gift of the 
resurrection and the joy associated with the Easter.  

Mary Ann Stiefvater 

“He is risen; He is risen, indeed” 
 
A traditional Easter greeting in the Western church is the exclamation “He is risen!” and the traditional response is “He is 
risen, indeed!” The words are sometimes accompanied by the exchange of three kisses on alternate cheeks, depending on 
the church. In the Orthodox and Catholic churches, the greeting is called the “Paschal greeting” and is a very old custom. 
The greeting is ultimately based on Luke 24:34. Exactly how the saying became a standard greeting in the church is not 
known, but  the greeting was more common in Eastern and Byzantine liturgies than in the Western church. There is a 
tradition in the Eastern Orthodox Church that the saying was made popular by Mary Magdalene when she supposedly 
addressed Emperor Tiberius in Rome with the words “Christ is risen.” 
 
Using this address should be more than an empty tradition. The words “He is risen!” remind us of the joyous news we 
celebrate at Easter, that Jesus’ death was not in vain, and that He has the power to overcome death. Saying “He is risen!” 
allows us to share this incredible truth with each other. The resurrection of Christ gives us hope for salvation and for our 
own resurrection and eternal life. 



 

 

 

To  see a color version of this newsletter in pdf format, visit stonepres.org. 

  

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                    Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

           Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                          Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

           Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

           Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

           www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

           www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

            Sunday Worship: Effective 9/13/20 at 10:30 a.m. (in person) and a recording posted later on Facebook. 

                                                          Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  

Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Mary Chamber-

lain, Barbara Greene and Janice LeFrois 

who have collated, folded, taped and labeled 

this issue of The Corner Stone just for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the May 
newsletter is Wednesday April 21st. 

Contact Midge Bakos, 315-853-2951 
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