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When I was growing up, I read a lot of books.  Mostly science, science 

fiction, and mysteries.  And in school I enjoyed English classes, 

including Shakespeare, composition, and even grammar classes.   

One thing I could not get into, though, were novels, particularly modern 

complex ones with a lot of symbolism where everything meant 

something other than what it was and the narrative was complex.  I 

wasn’t big into poetry either. 

I liked things more straightforward, more linear, more action.   

And I like to communicate in a similar fashion.  I don’t like mixed 

messages.  I like to think of myself as a cards-on-the-table kind of 

guy.  For better and, regrettably, for worse. 

As such, I am sympathetic to the contemporaries in today’s scripture 

passages as I would have been one of them, wondering exactly what 

was being said. 

Though this lectionary year focuses mostly on Mark, today’s gospel lesson is 

from the second chapter of John.   

On the one hand, the story, often called “Jesus cleanses the temple,” is 

familiar to you and a version of it appears in all four gospels.  

On the other hand, this version is a little bit different.   

In the synoptic gospels of Matthew, Mark, and Luke, the scene takes place 

near the end of Jesus’ ministry, specifically on Monday of Holy Week, 

and is one of the motivations for Jesus arrest three days later. 

Also, in the synoptics Jesus is upset not about the temple practices per se, 

but their abuses. Jesus quotes Isaiah and Jeremiah saying, “It is 

written, ‘My house shall be called a house of prayer’; but you are 

making it a den of robbers.” 
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Here in John the scene takes place at the beginning of Jesus ministry right 

after his first sign of changing water into wine at the wedding in Cana.  

And that was actually done privately.   

Now Jesus first real public appearance is going up to Jerusalem for the 

Passover and making a spectacle in the Temple.    

But while he drove them out of the temple, like in the other gospels, here he 

tells the person selling doves, “Take these things out of here!  Stop 

making my Father’s house a marketplace!” 

Here Jesus appears to be going further than he does in the other gospels.  

He is not criticizing the abuses and malpractices—he’s calling for a 

complete dismantling of the entire system. 

This is alluded to when the people ask him, “What sign can you show us for 

doing thing?” 

Jesus replies, “Destroy this temple and in three days I will raise it up.” 

I’m sure if I had been the seller of doves, I would have told Jesus,  

“You’re nuts!” Here I am just trying to make a living and helping out-of-

towners buy a suitable sacrifice that they want and you show up out of 

nowhere, come into in the Temple during Passover, say “get out” and 

then say your “sign” for doing so is that if we destroy the temple that 

you can raise it three days.” 

I’m surprised the people didn’t throw Jesus out after what he said.   

And why—why did he have to be so cryptic?  Why couldn’t his message just 

be clear and straightforward?  What could he have hoped to obtain? 

The answer appears to be to set the stage and shake things up.  Jesus is 

foreshadowing at the beginning of his ministry how it will end.   
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As today’s passage closes with, it is after he was raised from the dead that 

disciples could see what he meant.   

And, perhaps, because he said it at the beginning of his ministry that just 

reinforced who he was and what that meant. 

For in John’s gospel, it is clear from the opening prologue that Jesus is 

God’s son.  That he is “the Word” and the “Word was with God, and 

the Word was God.” 

So, when verse 21 says, “But Jesus was speaking of the temple of his body”, 

Jesus is saying the sacrifice and worship at the “brick and mortar” 

Temple will no longer be necessary.  Jesus’ body itself is the sanctuary 

of God’s presence.  Jesus is not just any righteous sufferer; he is the 

location of God’s glory rather than the temple building in which he 

stands. 

This is reinforced later in John when Jesus tells the Samaritan woman at 

the well that “the hour is coming when you will worship the Father 

neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem.” 

For John, when people focus too much on a physical location, they miss out 

on God’s glory standing right in front of them. The Romans will 

destroy the physical building in the year 70, but it was their 

destruction of Jesus’ body, God’s true sanctuary, that was both tragic 

and the means of God’s greatest revelation.   

But that could be seen and understood by Jesus’ disciples and followers 

only after his resurrection. 

By Jesus making such a “scene” at their first public outing, you could see 

after the resurrection the disciples sitting around swapping stories of 

their journey with Jesus, when one them says,  
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“Hey, remember when we first came to Jerusalem and Jesus raised a 

ruckus in the Temple?”   

And someone else says, “Yeah, and he said ‘Destroy this temple and in three 

days I’ll raise it.’  Oh, wait!  <slap forehead> Now I get it!” 

And maybe not just the disciples.  I’m sure the next day after the ruckus the 

seller of doves was back at the temple doing business and griping 

about lost day of wages because of the zealot.   

But maybe a seed is planted causing the seller to ask, “What does it mean to 

worship God?”  Maybe he hears the Apostle John preaching a few 

years or even 40 years later after the Temple is destroyed and recalls 

the incident himself and says, “Oh, that’s what he meant.” 

During these weeks of Lent we consider what it means to follow Jesus, or to 

walk the way of the cross.  This is a time for you to remember things 

in your live and interpret them through the lens of cross, perhaps 

where God was revealing himself to you, but you weren’t prepared at 

the time to understand it. 

One year ago at this time was the last time we worshipped together, in-

person, without masks or social distancing and for months thereafter 

we worshipped only virtually.   

It was hard not to come to a physical building, but it did underscore our 

need to come to Jesus.  By worshipping in Spirit and truth wherever 

we may be, we see God’s glory, remembering God’s love made 

manifest in Jesus—even when he disrupts our usual plans. 

That message comes through loud and clear. 

In the name of God the Creator, God the Redeemer, and God the Sustainer.  

Amen. 


