
“Betrayed” 

Sermon – March 28, 2021 Stone Presbyterian Church 

R0 srl  1 

Martin Kahler, a 19th century German theologian, famously said that the 

Gospels are "passion narratives with extended introductions."  

As reminder, out of the 3 years of Jesus’ ministry Mark devotes the last 6 of his 

16 chapters to the 8 days of Passion week and 2 chapters alone to the last 3 

days of Jesus' life. 

Clearly for Mark (and the other gospel writers with their accounts), this week is 

*the* week why we are all here today. 

So, in that vein, rather than giving a sermon per se, today I wanted to give an 

“extended introduction” to the gospel lesson to provide a broader context 

and then let the story preach.  

You may not realize that so many of the stories and lessons we hear throughout 

our lectionary year actually happen during Holy Week, so I wanted to give 

you a thumbnail sketch to appreciate how much happened during this 

week. 

We started our service with the beginning of Mark’s chapter 11 with the entry 

into Jerusalem by Jesus on a donkey with shouts of “Hosanna!” and the 

waving and laying down of palm branches. And by biblical accounts, it was 

indeed a Sunday. 

Here is how the next four days go. 

Monday – Jesus curses the fig tree and cleanses the temple, which causes the 

chief priests and scribes to conspire to kill him. 

Tuesday – Jesus engages with chief priests, scribes and elders on his authority 

(and silencing them), with the Pharisees on paying tribute to the emperor 

(and to God), with the Sadducees on the Resurrection, and with the 

scribes on what is the greatest commandment.  He warns of woe to the 

scribes for their behavior and commends the generosity of the poor 
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widow.  He tells parables and speaks about the signs of the end and 

preparation for it. 

Wednesday – Jesus eats at the house of Simon the leper in Bethany where a 

woman pours nard ointment on him worth a year’s wages.  Judas goes to 

chief priests to betray Jesus who have been looking for a way to kill him. 

That’s chapters 11 through the beginning of chapter 14.  It wouldn’t be a bad 

thing for you to read about a chapter a day for the next few days to get a 

feeling for the rhythm of the first half of Jesus’ last week. 

Now things really slow down and though we will cover these events at our 

Maundy Thursday and Good Friday services this week, in case you do not 

attend, let me summarize; you shouldn’t go from the high of “Hosanna!” 

this week to the high of “He is Risen!” next week without the Passion in 

between. 

We are now in chapter 14 of Mark and have come to Thursday afternoon where 

Jesus and his disciples prepare for and have the Last Supper.  There he 

tells them about his betrayer and that after the sharing of the bread and 

wine that he won’t drink wine again in this life.   

Then Jesus prays in Gethsemane while the disciples sleep.  Then Judas betrays 

him and in the midst of Jesus’ arrest, a follower cuts off the ear of high 

priest slave and the disciples flee, including a young man who runs away 

naked after losing his linen cloth.   

Jesus is then tried before the high priest and condemned to death.  Meanwhile, 

in the courtyard Peter twice denies knowing or having anything to do with 

Jesus before the cock crows Friday morning—as Jesus predicted.  
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That is a firehose of information and, admittedly, does not convey the message 

of Jesus nor the emotions and undercurrents that have been building up 

and now are being released. 

The thing to keep in mind is that everyone is confused about who Jesus is.  The 

religious leaders, Pilate, the crowds, the soldiers, even the disciples.   

The people are expecting someone who will lead a revolt or somehow throw off 

the yoke of oppression.  And when that doesn’t happen and their Anointed 

One is arrested and just takes it, they are not only disillusioned—they are 

angry.  They feel betrayed.  At least give them a fighter like Barabbas.  

The religious leaders want to keep the status quo for both good and selfish 

reasons and so overreact; they fear fervor Jesus is stirring up and want to 

quash his message because it means changing the focus of their beliefs and 

behavior. 

Pilate and the soldiers are irritated by these constant religious squabbles and 

don’t understand any of it.  And they don’t understand a pacifist as a 

leader at all.  Not only do they not respect it, they are disgusted by such 

“weakness.”   

Given how Jesus goes from hero to zero in less than 24 hours, the disciples are 

now literally in fear of their lives wondering how it all went so wrong. 

Try to keep all that in minds as you hear today’s lectionary passage that takes 

place on Friday right after Peter’s denial.  Note the women at the end and 

the understated description of how crucial and faithful followers and 

supporters of the Jesus movement they were.  And how anti-climatic and 

ignominious the story concludes before a Saturday of absolute <pause> 

silence.   

Listen for the final Passion of the Christ from Mark’s account. 


