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What was the point?  Why did it end this way?  What will happen to us 

now? 

For the followers of Jesus incarnate, Jesus in the flesh, these are some of 

the questions they probably were asking themselves since Thursday 

evening after the last meal they had with Jesus. 

Yesterday on Saturday the finality would have hit them: their teacher, their 

messiah—their friend—was tortured and killed in the most 

humiliating manner on trumped up charges as an enemy of the state 

and his mangled body wrapped in linen cloth then hastily laid in tomb 

before the Sabbath.   

And the rest of the world just goes on as if nothing has happened.  In fact, 

the Romans executed so many people that there are no records from 

that time of Jesus’ crucifixion—or, frankly, even about Jesus at all.  

Just another Jewish zealot in a backwater part of the world. 

Imagine being a disciple.  You put three years of your life to follow this 

person, listen to his wisdom, witness his compassion, and see him 

perform miracles, including raising people from the dead.  You 

committed whole hog and now you have nothing.  You’re reeling from 

the loss; you’re angry, sad, confused—and on top of it you’re the 

target of the authorities by association with him. 

Now it’s Sunday morning.  Symbolically, John’s gospel says “While it was 

still dark Mary Magdalene came to the tomb.”  She sees the stone has 

been rolled away from the tomb and, apparently without even looking 

inside, she jumps to conclusion that Jesus is gone and immediately 

turns and gets Simon Peter and “the other disciple, the one whom 

Jesus loved.”   



“The Whole Point” 

Sermon – April 4, 2021 Stone Presbyterian Church 

R0 srl  2 

The two disciples race to the tomb.  They go in and see nothing and nobody 

except the linen burial wrappings and the head cloth neatly folded 

up—not something that a grave robber would have done.   

Then it says “the other disciple…saw and believed”, apparently meaning 

simply that he agreed with Mary that the body was gone, “for as yet 

they did not understand the scripture, that he must rise from the 

dead.” 

They probably assumed the Romans had come to take him or maybe 

Joseph of Arimathea moved him to a better burial place.   

Verse 10 simply says, “Then the disciples returned to their homes.” 

No shouts of joy, no celebration. They didn’t get it.  They were still in the 

dark as to what really had happened. 

But Mary stays and grieves.  Up till now it does not say she has looked in 

the tomb, let alone enter it.  But now she bends over, looks in the 

tomb and sees two angels! 

She doesn’t scream in shock at seeing two entities just appearing in the 

tomb nor does she accuse them of stealing the body, both of which 

would be the natural and even expected reactions.   

Instead, “they said to her, “Why are you weeping?” [and] she said to them, 

“They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have 

laid him.” 

Before she gets an answer, she sees a man standing next to her whom she 

does not recognize who asks her, “who are you looking for?” 

She doesn’t answer the question, but simply says, “if you have moved him, 

tell me.”  Jesus then simply calls her by name saying, “Mary” and she 

immediately recognizes him and says, “Teacher!” 
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No questions, no demands of proof.  Just one word from him and she 

knows and feels it with every fiber of her being. 

It’s when she hears the Lord call her by name that she is led from inward 

grief to outward joy; she is no longer adrift, but is connected once 

again to her anchor.  She has gone from dark to light. 

She then apparently grabs or hugs him because Jesus tells her, “Do not hold 

on to me, because I have not yet ascended to the Father.” 

The line struck me this time I read it because it sounds like me saying to a 

grandchild I haven’t seen in a while, “Don’t hug me, because I’m not 

yet fully vaccinated.”  As much as we both want to, the time isn’t 

right, as was the same with Jesus and Mary. 

He then says to her to tell the disciples, “‘I am ascending to my Father and 

your Father, to my God and your God.’” Perhaps implying his special 

relationship to God the Father and reuniting as God the Son, 

emphasizing one God for all. 

Mary Magdalene does what Jesus’s asks and announces to the disciples, “I 

have seen the Lord” and tells them what he said to her. 

While John’s gospel is silent on it, it appears to have fallen on deaf ears for 

the very next verses, which we will hear next week, have the disciples 

hiding in fear that same evening behind locked doors. 

So even on this Easter morning, in John’s gospel, only one person knows 

and believes that Jesus is indeed risen from dead, Mary Magdalene, a 

woman. 

It’s curious why Jesus chose to reveal himself in this way and why no angels 

when Peter and the other disciple came, but only afterwards.  The 

scriptures don’t say why.  In fact, today’s passage from Acts, Peter 
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doesn’t mention Mary nor does Paul in his epistles on the 

resurrection. 

But perhaps it is because Mary grieved.  She didn’t just go to the tomb and 

left when it was empty.  She remained, lingered, searching for Jesus, 

searching for the one whom she loved in the sense of agape—an 

unconditional, transcendent love as God has for us. 

Because God meets us where we are and often that is when we are at our 

lowest, when we are the most open.   

How often in our own lives are we like Peter and the other apostle?  We go, 

see an empty tomb, shrug our shoulders, and move on, when instead 

we should pause and contemplate, searching for where God might be. 

The cross is the symbol of our faith because on it Jesus died for all 

humanity so that our sins might be wiped out.  But that is only part of 

the story, for many people were crucified, including the apostles Peter 

and Andrew, among others.  Death alone is not the point. 

The essential part is the empty tomb.  That is the whole point of our faith, 

what defines us as Christians, what gives us hope.   Life over death.  

That is the message, the good news.  And not that we deserve it in any 

way, but joyfully and humbly accept it. 

As we all know and have experienced, life can be challenge and it is 

tempting to give up, to grieve what we have lost, and to close 

ourselves off.   

But it is exactly at these points where God is there, calling us by name to 

come out of darkness into the light and join him in the life abundant.  

As Pope Francis spoke this weekend,  
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“It is always possible to begin anew because there is a new life that God can 

awaken in us in spite of all our failures.” 

“In these dark months of the pandemic, let us listen to the Risen Lord as he 

invites us to begin anew and never lose hope.” 

In the name of God the Creator, God the Redeemer, and God the Sustainer.  

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 


