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There we were, my wife, Helen, and I last night sitting in the solitude of my 

study, she in my desk chair and I reposed in my recliner, staring at 

my laptop screen. 

After some time I broke silence and said to her: 

“Oh, I could win any war 

And I could face any storm 

Yeah, I could conquer the world 

With just one hand 

As long as you're holding the other.” 

She said, “Aww…that’s sweet!” 

And I said, “I dunno; you think I could use it in the sermon somehow?” 

She shook her head and said, “I’m going to go call your mother” and left. 

I wondered what they talked about? 

The words are actually lyrics to a pop country song called “Holding the 

Other” by Lauren Alaina that I found doing a Google search for 

quotes—to use in my sermon. 

And they do reflect how I think each of us felt when we were young and 

ambitious looking exciting, if unknown, future.   

Not that words don’t hold true for us to today; it’s just that it’s less about 

conquering the world and—particularly this past year—more like 

surviving this world.  But at least doing so together as loving partners 

hand-in-hand.    

Today’s scripture passages also discuss love and conquering the world, but 

from a less romantic or romanticized view. 

  In case you missed it, the gospel lesson from John and the first epistle of 

John both speak a lot about love. 
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Last week’s passage was about Jesus as the vine and we are the branches 

and that we should abide in him and bear much fruit.   

Today’s subsequent passage further delineates the message that abiding is 

not for its own sake but has an end or a purpose.  That purpose takes 

shape in love. Love is the fruit of the abiding relationship of Father 

and the Son, just as it is of the Son and those who follow his 

commands or words. 

Jesus says to abide—remain, stay connected—in his love just as he abides in 

God’s love.  Verse 10 says, “If you keep my commandments, you will 

abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and 

abide in his love.” 

You might ask, “What commandments?  What rules do I have to follow?”   

In the synoptic gospels, the Law—the Torah—is often discussed, 

particularly in Matthew.  And when pressed Jesus declares the 

Greatest Commandment is to love God, which comes from 

Deuteronomy, and the second is to love your neighbor as yourself, 

which comes from Leviticus.  

But in the gospel of John, Jesus discusses “the Law” only in response to 

someone bringing up some point of the Law they think he is violating. 

There is only one commandment he states and that is after the Last Supper 

in chapter 13, verses 34 and 35 where he says,  

“I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have 

loved you, you also should love one another.  By this everyone will 

know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” 

This “new commandment” is unique to John among the gospels.  One of the 

novelties introduced by this commandment – perhaps justifying its 
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designation as New – is that Jesus introduces himself as a standard 

for love.  The usual criterion had been "as you love yourself". 

However, the New Commandment goes beyond "as you love yourself" 

as found in the ethic of reciprocity and states "as I have loved you", 

using the Love of Christ for his disciples as the new model. 

Indeed, today’s passage repeats this New Commandment essentially twice 

more and Jesus makes it clear in verse 13 what the standard “as I 

have loved you” really means, namely, 

“Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.” 

The love Jesus is talking about is one of self-giving, self-sacrifice.  And not 

to the level you necessarily are comfortable with, but to Jesus’ level of 

the ultimate sacrifice. 

Jesus asks nothing of his disciple community that he has not already 

modeled in the abiding love which he has with the Father. In this way 

abiding, loving, and keeping commandments are all bound up 

together in a mutual relationship. 

Now we aren’t asked to literally lay down our lives for each other every day, 

but there are other things we ask ourselves that might be a form of 

that: 

 What does it take to set aside all that one believes about others, to set aside 

the prejudices that prevent or stifle friendship, in order to join others 

in being truly the Body of Christ?  

What would it take to set aside even for a moment the familiar and the 

cherished, whether simply beliefs or practices, in order to stand in for 

another, especially someone different, perhaps even someone on the 

margins? 
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God is the foundation of love that manifests in faith which, despite any and 

all evidence to the contrary, conquers the world.  

This overcoming of the world is not a profound fable or inspiring 

mythology, but is reality made concrete in the community of the 

church, as God's love overcomes the divisions, animosities, and death 

that the world would promote, maintain, and exploit.  

Those who believe have overcome the world because their life, love, and 

identity are not determined by the deceptions of the world, but by the 

object of their faith, Jesus as the Son who was crucified and raised. 

This can be each and every one of us, despite our insecurities, perceived 

faults, or any other mode of self-doubt. In John’s theology Jesus died 

as a proof of God’s love toward humanity. And that should imbue us 

with life, inspiration, and a vocation to which we are called to 

respond. 

In today’s world it can seem an insurmountable, disheartening task.  But if 

we keep the focus on the self-giving love for each other, we will have 

the steadfastness and connectivity with Christ to sustain us and even 

have the joy of Christ in us. 

And little by little love will conquer world. 

And that seems an apropos message for Mother’s Day.  And while many of 

you are not mothers, I think it’s safe to say most of you have or had 

mothers and as a child that you loved your mother with innocence 

and openness.   

Helen had a tradition growing up.  When April rolled around, she would see 

the little white flowers start to pop up on lawn, sometimes even 
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through a late snow.  She would get excited because that meant that 

spring was on its way.   

Then when May came little violets would bloom.  Every Mother’s Day she 

would walk from her house to wood and pick these tiny violets and 

put them in a small green glass holder and give them to her mother, 

also named Helen, who would put them on the table. 

Though her mother passed away 17 years ago <slide>, my wife still picks 

the little violets now just outside our house <slide>, and puts them in 

her grandmother’s green glass <slide> for us to set on our table and 

remind us of her mother’s love.   

So just as your mother loved you and you abided in her love, abide in Jesus’ 

love by loving one another with a joy that comes from knowing that 

we have been chosen, called, and sent as mutually loving and 

supporting brothers and sisters in Christ.  

The abiding power of that love in and through us renews and transforms us 

and the whole of creation.  That’s the power of love.  

 In the name of God the Creator, God the Redeemer, and God the Sustainer.  

Amen. 

 

 


