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When you look around at the world today and in our society do you ever 

wonder where source of our problems and inequities came from?   

I’ve tried to trace some things back.   

Like organized crime really took form 100 years ago with Prohibition and 

the bootlegging.  Prohibition came from the Temperance movements 

in the 19th century.  The Temperance movements came about because 

widespread societal abuse of alcohol and domestic violence by men 

against women.  And you can keep on going. 

You can do this on anything in society and like a family tree you can keep 

going backwards in time to find root causes.  Of course, most things 

are interrelated and have ripple effects, so it’s not as neat and tidy as 

a family tree. 

Nevertheless, I think I’ve figure out the root cause of our problems today.  

The answer is—agriculture. 10,000 years ago our ancestors started to 

go from being somewhat nomadic hunter-gatherers to settling down 

in one spot to grow food. 

A more stable food supply increased the population.  That led to the first 

cities and need to organize people and work, which led people to give 

up some autonomy in exchange for some leadership.  That led to a 

pyramid structure of society with a small wealthy, privileged group at 

the top and a very large poor, disenfrancised group at the bottom.  It 

also led to the actual pyramids in Egypt. 

Thus, monarchies of various types were overwhelmingly the form of 

government until the 20th century when the “American Experiment” 

of democracy began to really take off around the world, particularly 
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after the First World War, started by monarchies, which mostly fell as 

a result.   

Besides representative democracies, though, totalitarianism also rose—that 

is, a single ruler, often under the veneer of a constitution. Nazi 

Germany being the most obvious, who, along with Italy and Japan 

instigated the Second World War, which was more than twice as 

destructive and widespread as the first one. 

Tomorrow, of course, we will pay our respects to all those who gave their 

lives in those wars and others to protect us and help liberate others, 

to make things less like a pyramid and more like a sphere. 

So where am I going with this secular history lesson of sorts on Trinity 

Sunday?  I asked myself that same question about 12 hours ago as I 

was composing this. 

I’d like to say, “I was led by the Spirit.”  But I don’t know.  It’s easy to fool 

yourself.  By our nature it’s hard not to be self-centered at least a bit, 

because your survival depends on it.  

It’s also easy to let yourself be led by a strong—or strong-armed—leader, 

particularly when you are struggling or fearful and someone promises 

to help—even at your expense. 

The Israelites were like this when they asked Samuel to give them a king 

like the other countries.  Even after Samuel warned them that a king 

will make them do his bidding and will take one-tenth of what they 

produce, they still wanted one.  And God gave them one. 

God the Creator tried to lead his people through human prophets, priests, 

and kings with a mixed record.  More times than not the leaders and 

the people would not listen and followed their own hearts. 
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Today’s passage from Isaiah is the stirring vision of the call of Isaiah as a 

prophet of God.  It ends with the familiar verse 8, “Then I heard the 

voice of the Lord saying, ‘Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?’ 

And I said, ‘Here am I; send me!’”    

But the very next verses, which we do not hear, is God telling Isaiah to tell 

the people, “Keep listening but do not comprehend; keep looking, but 

do not understand,” basically chiding, even insulting them, for 

ignoring what God says while simultaneously goading them to 

change. 

But even though his words may fall on deaf ears, Isaiah goes and 

prophesizes—speaks the word of God—anyway.   

Nicodemus, in today’s gospel passage from John chapter 3, represents the 

people and leaders who listen but do not comprehend.   

The passage does discuss in some detail all three persons of the Trinity, 

which is why it is in the lectionary for today, but Jesus words should 

not be mistaken for a theological treatise on the one God in three 

persons, however. Instead, in this encounter Jesus challenges 

Nicodemus to move from theory to practice, from knowledge to faith, 

from curiosity to commitment. 

Nicodemus comes by night, contrasting in John’s gospel with Jesus as “the 

light of all people.”  And when Nicodemus comes he does not ask 

Jesus who he is, but tells him what "we know" on the basis of Jesus' 

signs, perhaps in an unintentionally patronizing way. 

Jesus then throws Nicodemus off by saying one must be born anothen—

which in Greek, but not Jesus’ native Aramaic, means either “from 

above” or “again.”  Nicodemus takes Jesus literally and assumes he 
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means born again physically—of the flesh.  But Jesus means “from 

above” as in spiritually.  These are not two parts of the human person, 

however.  It is not body versus soul, but two perspectives from which 

the complete person, body and soul, can live.   

This being born from above is manifested by God so loving the world that 

he sends his Son, Jesus, not to condemn but to save. 

Thus, rather than our faith resting on our knowledge and love, it is first we 

who are known and loved by God, drawn into a mystery that is 

beyond our understanding and our wisdom. 

Understanding of Jesus (and the Trinity or that matter) comes only as gift. 

Just as God gave the Son out of love for the world, so the Spirit will 

reveal (kickstart our belief) and thus initiate us into the Kingdom of 

God. 

Paul “fleshes” this out in his letter to the Romans, saying in verses 13 and 

14, “for if you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the 

Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live.  For all 

who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God.” 

Paul says we are children of God by adoption, having been claimed by the 

Spirit of God (Romans 8:15-16). No one can attain this through 

observance of the law or any merit of their own—it is the gift of God. 

Paul emphasizes the relational nature of life as children of the Triune God. 

It is an important reminder that Christian life is not just about one’s 

private relationship with God, but also about treating one another as 

beloved members of the same family.  We rejoice with one another 

and suffer with one another; we are not alone.  
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So it is the focus on ourselves and what’s good only for us that is the source 

of our problems and inequities in the world.  This is exacerbated 

when we let ourselves by led by those who feed on our insecurities 

and fears, particularly when it is at the expense of others and even 

blaming them. 

Life in the Spirit frees us from such judgments so that we can love each 

other with the same love we receive from God. 

And this is how to judge whether you are being led by the Spirit.  If what 

you do in in word and deed shows your love for others as God showed 

his love for the world by giving his only Son, then you are being led by 

the Spirit of God as a child of God. 

In the name of God the Creator, God the Redeemer, and God the Sustainer.  

Amen. 


