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In Disney’s 1951 animated film “Alice in Wonderland”, Alice has gone down 

the rabbit hole, chasing the White Rabbit, and gets lost in 

Wonderland. 

At one point she finds the Cheshire Cat in a tree and asks, “What road do I 

take?”   

He responds, “Well, where are your going?”   

Alice says, “I don’t know”.   

The Cheshire Cat grins and says, “Then it doesn’t matter.  If you don’t know 

where you are going, any road will take you there.” 

People can often be like that in their lives.  They get anxious about where 

their life is headed, but if you ask them, “Where do you want to go in 

life?”, they respond, “I don’t know.”  My temptation is to say, “Well, 

then you’re on the right path.” 

It can be hard to see what to do.  Today’s scripture passages include a lot of 

seeing.   

Today’s Old Testament passage from 1 Samuel takes place after Saul was 

anointed king and then God gave him a pretty brutal order that Saul 

did not carry out as instructed.  Samuel has it out with Saul and 

today’s passage picks up with them parting ways for good. 

When God tells Samuel to go to Bethlehem to the house of Jesse, the 

Hebrew literally reads, “I have seen among his sons a king for 

myself.” 

 Samuel doesn’t quite see it, but he goes, if reluctantly. 

When Samuel sees the tall, handsome, oldest brother, Eliab, he thinks, 

“This is the guy!”  But God says, “Nope, not him.  Don’t see how tall or 
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handsome he is; for humans see the outward appearance, but I, the 

Lord, sees the inward heart of a person.” 

After seeing seven of Jesse’s sons God does not indicate to Samuel that he 

has yet seen the one to anoint.  Until Jesse says there is another son, 

but apparently not even worthy in Jesse’s sight to have thought of in 

the first place, perhaps because he was the youngest or the shortest. 

But just as God rejects the expected, he then selects the most unexpected; 

God sees something in David, something in his heart, and has Samuel 

anoint him.   

This, however, is not end, but just the beginning.  The seed with the 

smallest of sons in an out of way place has been sown, but it will be an 

epic struggle for David before the promise is realized. 

But when it is, it will be for the greatest king that Israel will have—and the 

line from which God’s ultimate promise will be realized in a small 

out-of-the-way place called Nazareth. 

From there comes a man named Jesus who performs miracles and speaks 

with authority—even if it can be hard to comprehend. 

Mark contains few parables, so it’s interesting to note the ones he uses.   

Today’s passage concludes an extended string of parables, beginning in the 

previous chapter.  Today’s parables are about the kingdom—or 

reign—of God in terms of seeds. 

Now parables are comparisons, meant to cast two things alongside one 

another to provide analogy, contrast, or reflection — usually in an 

unexpected way. Jesus’ parables have a way of reordering 

conventional assumptions and values. They don’t explain *how* one 
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is supposed to recognize the reign of God, but they make it clear that 

we need to change the way we see things. 

The first story is not told in any other gospel.  It sounds straightforward 

enough.  A person scatters seed on the ground and sees it grow up 

and ripens all on its own and then is quickly harvested.   

But the point isn’t that we get to sit back and do nothing—someone has to 

scatter the seed. Just like Samuel obeyed the Lord, so must we.   

The growth of a seed, instead, shows the inexorable expanding and coming 

of God’s divine reign, albeit on God’s divine timetable. God’s new 

order will take root and eventually come to fruition, whether people 

desire it or not. 

While at first sight the first parable seemed deceptively simple, to Mark’s 

original listeners the second parable with the mustard seed seems a 

bit absurd.   

Mustard is indeed an herb with medicinal properties and one that is useful 

for flavoring and preserving food. The mustard bush, though, is a 

garden pest. No one would sow it on purpose.  In today’s terms 

imagine Jesus speaking of thistles or ground-ivy—only bigger.   

In any case, the kingdom of God apparently isn’t much of a cash crop. Yet it 

grows. It is not easily eradicated. Good luck keeping it out of your well 

manicured garden or your farmland. Better be careful what you pray 

for when you say, “Your kingdom come…” 

And the bush it grows into isn’t overly impressive.  But again, Jesus is going 

for a bit of shock value. 

Jesus could have likened God’s reign to the cedars of Lebanon to instill the 

awe and majesty of the coming kingdom.  Instead he describes 
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something more ordinary, and yet also something more able to show 

up, to take over inch by inch, and eventually to transform a whole 

landscape. It is an image of expansive gentleness—not of 

overwhelming glory. 

The reign of God will mess with established boundaries and conventional 

values. Like a fast-replicating plant, it will get into everything. It will 

bring life and color to desolate places. It will crowd out other 

concerns. It will resist our manipulations. Its humble appearance will 

expose and mock pride and pretentiousness. 

As a result, some people will want to burn it all down in a pointless attempt 

to restore their fields to the proper order that they “know” is right. 

Exactly how this mustard bush of a kingdom of God will come about isn’t 

clear.  And that’s part of the point.  Jesus used parables to make us 

think and reflect, not give pat answers.  What is clear is that the 

kingdom of God is is a marvelous thing and not really under our 

control; we’re just here to support it. 

Like seeing a work of art, these parables confront us with their power and 

implications and demand a response.  

In 2 Corinthians 5, Paul writes as one who has experienced the 

unsurpassable love of Christ that transformed him from a persecutor 

of the church into a servant of the gospel. 

The experience of being truly loved is transformative.  The true love that 

every human being deeply longs for has already been given to us in 

Christ.  It is a powerful, reconciling love that makes it possible for 

people who mistrust or misunderstand each other to be brought into 

a community of mutual trust and support. 
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That is what we are called to do; to help scatter and nurture that seed of 

love so that it spreads everywhere. 

Alice didn’t know where she wanted to go in Wonderland, so any path was 

as good as another. 

As followers of Christ we may not know the particulars exactly, but we walk 

through life by faith, trying to see not with the body, which distracts 

us, but with the spirit that allows us to see the heart of others. 

In the name of God Creator, God the Redeemer, and God the Sustainer.  

Amen. 


