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“The more things change, the more they stay the same.”  [click to still earth] 

That is an epigram reflecting that, though while many things may be 

changing, some problems or issues still remain.   

It is sometimes said in a sarcastic tone, such as when a whole new slate of 

local politicians are elected with a new priorities and new protocols, but 

potholes in the street still aren’t being fixed. 

It can also be said in a resigned mode, such as the decades of work and untold 

millions spent on the war on drugs with the problem still remaining. 

As Christians we can also feel the same.  After two millennia of every 

seemingly conceivable change to the church and human society, it can 

often feel like we haven’t made a lot of progress in becoming more 

Christ-like. In fact, many have come to define being a Christian in a very 

narrow and even anti-Christ-like way, justifying behavior, attitudes, and 

beliefs of ourselves while condemning others for theirs. 

As someone once said, “We are very good lawyers for our own mistakes, but 

very good judges for the mistakes of others.” [click to white screen] 

The past several years have seen a normal spread of views and beliefs 

bifurcate into two camps that now have little in common [bimodal 

curve slide].  As if the only way were my way or the highway when the 

reality is generally multiple options or possibilities [multi-dimensional 

curve slide].   

But almost because the trade-offs and things to take into consideration are 

complicated, we try to simplify them—particularly if our positions are 

being challenged. 

Conniving politicians take advantage of this and pander to and inflame our 

fears, knowing that once we are invested it is extremely difficult for us to 

change—because it would admit we were wrong and even foolish. 
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So in order to justify ourselves, we de-humanize the “other.”  Whoever we 

disagree with, we take away their individuality and their humanity, 

which makes it easier for us to treat them poorly.   

You can tell when this is happening when a whole group of people are lumped 

together as one identity and then stripped of their humanity. 

The most obvious, and lingering, example is the enslavement of Africans by 

Europeans and Americans.  [slave auction] In order to justify slavery, 

we had to make Africans literally sub-human, despite history and even 

the Bible saying otherwise. 

But the practice of de-humanizing is not confined to there.  In war we often do 

the same.  We will lionize our fighters [WWII soldier] and literally 

demonize the enemy [war poster]. 

This even extends into our entertainment.  In most commercial movies you 

see the face and hear the voice of the “good guy,” [“Maverick”] but not 

at all for the “bad guy.” [enemy pilot]   

Fundamentally, this is what Jesus opposed—because de-humanizing people 

was counter to God.  Humans were made in the image of God. [sermon 

title slide]  And God, through the incarnation of Jesus, became human—

and suffered the de-humanizing by humanity.  Because it was not just 

Judas or the religious authorities, or even the Romans—it was also the 

crowd who clambered for Barabbas and Jesus’ followers who hid and 

did nothing for fear of their own lives.  It was all of us. 

In today’s gospel lesson, Jesus is handed over—the Greek word also means 

betrayed—by the religious leaders to Pilate, who subsequent to today’s 

passage will hand over—betray—Jesus to the crowd.  
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Jesus, despite his situation, does not shy away from speaking truth to power—

though not in a way we would normally think.  He does not confront 

Pilate directly, but from a different plane.  

When Jesus says his kingdom is not of this world, he is saying that the values 

of his kingdom are different from those of the current system.   

In other words, Jesus does not have to exercise the type of authority that 

seeks to be on top, which results in oppression, corruption of the 

judicial system, and precisely the kind of hypocrisy that Pilate and the 

religious leaders exhibit. 

The values of Jesus’ kingdom are so vastly different from those of this world 

that often we Christians fail to understand them. The church, which 

purports to—and should—represent Jesus’ kingdom, is here to serve in 

humility rather than to seek earthly power.  

Jesus is the king, yet he does not arrive in a chariot, but on a donkey! Jesus is 

a king who is killed by those with societal power, not a king who is 

victorious over his enemies by defeating them in war. 

Let us take this opportunity to remind ourselves that we serve a king like no 

other—a king who is not seeking power and glory, but humble service to 

others. Consequently, we who identify as the Church should seek to 

engage in humble service to others. Everyone interested in seeking the 

truth will embrace the values of this other kingdom, which contrasts 

sharply with a society that attempts to win at all costs. 

Those who seek power and prestige at the expense of others will reject the 

true kingdom represented by Jesus. 

But as we close our liturgical, our church year, on this Christ the King Sunday, 

Barbara R. Rossing, professor of New Testament at the Lutheran School 

of Theology at Chicago, suggests a different perspective. 
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She notes that the Jews mark the end of the yearly Torah cycle with the 

holiday of Simchat [sim-cHAT] Torah or “Joy in the Torah,” which this 

year was September 28th.   This is the only time of year on which the 

huge Torah scrolls are taken out of the ark and read at night. And they 

dance with the scrolls as well as sing and rejoice. 

She wishes we at the end of our Christian year focus more on the joy of 

dancing with the scriptures‒‒rather than on kingship, dominion, 

triumphalism, and judgment. 

Fortunately, she points out today’s Revelation passage offers that hope and 

joy with its wonderful imagery. 

Revelation’s message is not that the world is about to end, but that the world 

is about to turn.  The purpose of Revelation’s apocalyptic story is to 

empower an alternative, even countercultural community as followers 

of the Lamb Jesus, and to strengthen people’s witness to God’s reign of 

love and hope in the face of evil.  

The Greek word we translate as witness is “martys”, which can mean “martyr” 

as those who bear witness to Christ and his message of truth: that he is 

the way the truth and the life.   

It is the truth about how people will be saved from the violence of this world 

by a transformation of their spirit, by believing in the power of the 

Spirit. 

For as the world turns, we seek to turn the hearts of all people to humanize all 

people and to build a community guided by love and truth. 

In the name of God the Creator, God the Redeemer, and God the Sustainer.  

Amen.  
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