
“Surely, the Days are Coming” 

Sermon – November 28, 2021 Stone Presbyterian Church 

R0 srl  1 

<plaintively> Surely, the days are coming.  I mean, come on.  Jeremiah 

wrote it 2600 years ago and Luke wrote something similar 600 years 

later.   

Yet here we are starting yet another liturgical year and the world seems to 

be going to hell in a handbasket.   

Not that most of us expect heaven on earth, but we’d at least like to see it 

getting incrementally better and not one step forward and three back, 

which it seems to many of us we are doing. 

As I was typing these words last night on my laptop computer accessing the 

world’s knowledge on the internet while reclined in my new Laz-E-

Boy recliner in my cozy, warm office, sipping on Gunpowder Green 

tea made with loose tea leaves and a touch of local organic honey, it 

occurred to me that perhaps I should provide some context for my 

armchair pronouncement.  

Of course, one of the instigators for this pronouncement is the lectionary 

readings today, which for the first Sunday in Advent seem fairly 

apocalyptic, particular from the Gospel of Luke. 

The Gospel texts for the four weeks of Advent this year run in reverse 

narrative order, starting near the end of Luke’s Gospel and moving 

backward to the beginning.  

The series opens with the teaching of Jesus (shortly before his death and 

resurrection in Jerusalem), followed by John’s prophecy in the 

wilderness (prior to the beginning of Jesus’ adult ministry), and 

concluding with Mary’s song (as she and Elizabeth celebrate the 

impending births of their sons).  
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Thus, the end precedes its beginning, just as the beginning unfurls with the 

end already in sight. 

That may sound like doublespeak, but that how we approach this season of 

Advent, as it has a double meaning.   

Advent, as you may recall, means “arrival” or “coming” and we have the 

season of Advent to prepare ourselves for the arrival, the coming of 

Christ—both of them. 

The obvious one for the average person is the birth of the Christ Child, 

which we have wrapped in this sanitized and largely secularized 

holiday we call Christmas. 

The birth of Jesus is a sign of a new age, but it is his death and resurrection 

that ushers in that new age. 

So, in these first couple of weeks of Advent we first look ahead to the second 

arrival of Christ to remind us why we look ahead to his birth.  And, as 

today’s passages underscore, to preparing ourselves for that second 

coming. 

How should we prepare?  Well, the first thing is to actually prepare.   

It is too easy—and too often done by people—to hear these passages from 

Jeremiah and Luke and eagerly wait for the righteous—or right—hand 

of God, the Son of Man, to come with power and great glory to 

destroy our enemies.   

And, indeed, in Luke’s time the early Christians (and Jews for that matter) 

were severely oppressed by the Roman Empire and they were 

relatively helpless to do much about it, particularly after the Romans 

destroyed Jerusalem and the Temple in the year 70. 
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And, yet, 250 years later it was Christianity that had conquered the Roman 

Empire when it was adopted as the state religion by Emperor 

Constantine. 

How did that happen?  Paul’s first letter to Thessalonians (in fact, the first 

part of the New Testament to be written down) gives us a clue. 

Today’s passage has Paul writing to a church he founded in Thessalonica.  

Paul had to leave before he was finished because of persecution, so he 

feared the worst.  He sends Timothy later on to see how they are 

doing and he is surprised and overjoyed to find a bustling church as 

Paul says just prior to today’s passage, in verse 6, “But Timothy has 

just now come to us from you, and has brought us the good news of 

your faith and love.” 

Against all odds, the church had remain faithful.  They remained faithful 

because of their love—love of God and love of each other.   

While we Protestants often talk about having a personal relationship with 

Jesus, Paul and the other writers of the New Testament make it clear 

that a personal relationship does not mean private or individualistic 

one.  Our strength and identity as followers of Christ is in our 

interdependence on one another. 

As scholar J. R. Daniel Kirk puts so well: 

“First Thessalonians 3 reminds us that the church is the body of the Christ 

who has arrived.  

“We are the source of one another’s joy.  

“We are the body of the savior, the ongoing presence of the One who was to 

come, who has come, and who will come again.  
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“You and I, together, are an appropriate subject matter for unceasing joy 

before God for one another.  

“The ongoing faith of the Church, together, is testimony to the ongoing 

faithfulness of God in reconciling humanity to Godself through 

Jesus.” 

That is how Christianity conquered its oppressor—by love.  Christians 

helped and supported each other and grew their community through 

that love and the promise of Christ and the patience as they awaited 

the day of the Lord. 

That is the preparation Jesus speaks of in our gospel passage that the 

Thessalonians put into practice.  And we are called to do the same. 

Like me you may be upset at the inhumanity of humanity these days and 

seeing no way out when so many people have inchoate anger and who 

seek to oppress others and justify and think more of themselves even 

if it harms others. 

And so, we look for those days and that time when God will cause a 

righteous Branch to spring up for David who shall execute justice and 

righteousness in the land. 

But that is not what *we* are called to do.  Nor are we really to look forward 

to our enemies (whatever that means) being destroyed; we are instead 

to continue to seek to build an interconnectedness among all people. 

When Jesus says at the end of the Gospel of Matthew “make disciples of all 

nations” he did not mean conversion by the sword—which tragically, 

though, happened through much of European history. 

As Paul writes in his letters, we are to turn the hearts of people to show 

them the love and joy we have in Christ Jesus. 
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As pastor and author David Lose writes: 

“We live, according to Luke, between the two great poles of God's 

intervention in the world: the coming of Christ in the flesh and his 

triumph over death 

“—in this regard we should not forget that these verses serve as the hinge 

between Jesus' teaching and his passion—and the coming of Christ in 

glory at the end of time and his triumph over all the powers of earth 

and heaven.  

“This "in-between time," though fraught with tension, is nevertheless also 

characterized by hope as both the beginning and the ending of the 

story of the Church—and therefore of our story—which has been 

secured by Christ.  

“We are therefore free to struggle, to wait, to work, to witness—indeed to 

live and die—with hope because we know the end of the story.”  

So, we wait with patience and with hope.  Not passively as isolated 

individuals but actively as an interconnected community of faith to 

spread by word and deed the Good News that God is love. 

We do so as our preparation, which is to engage, help, and love others.  For 

the days are surely coming.  Of that you can be assured—and 

comforted. 

In the name of God the Creator, God the Redeemer, and God the Sustainer.  

Amen.  

 

  


