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January 2, 2022 – Epiphany of the Lord (The Lord’s Supper) 

Isaiah 60:1–6   Arise, shine for your light has come.  

Psalm 72:1–7, 10–14   A prayer for guidance and support for the king 

Ephesians 3:1–12   Paul’s Ministry to the Gentiles  

Matthew 2:1–12   The coming of the Wise Men  

Sermon: “This Little Light of Mine” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching  
 

 
January 9, 2022 – Baptism of the Lord (The Lord’s Supper)  

Isaiah 43:1–7   The Lord has redeemed Israel.  

Psalm 29   The voice of the Lord is over the waters   

Acts 8:14–17   Peter and John give Samaria the gift of the Spirit. 

Luke 3:15–17, 21–22   John baptizes Jesus. 

Sermon: “Called by Name” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 

 

 

January 16, 2022 – 2nd Sunday after Epiphany   

Isaiah 62:1–5   The vindication and salvation of Zion  

Psalm 36:5–10   God’s love is steadfast.  

1 Corinthians 12:1–11   There are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit.  

John 2:1–11   The wedding at Cana.  

Helen Tracy preaching  

 

January 23, 2022 – 3rd Sunday after Epiphany 

Nehemiah 8:1–3, 5–6, 8–10   Ezra reads the scriptures in public. 

Psalm 19   The Heavens Are Telling.  

1 Corinthians 12:12–31a   The church is the body of Christ. 

Luke 4:14–21   Jesus teaches in the synagogue in Nazareth. 

Sermon:  “There is no "I" in Team” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 

 
 

January 30, 2022 – 4th Sunday after Epiphany 

Jeremiah 1:4–10   Jeremiah's call and commission.  

Psalm 71:1–6   In you, O Lord, I take refuge.  

1 Corinthians 13:1–13   Love is the more excellent way.  

Luke 4:21–30   Jesus angers those in the synagogue. 

Sermon:  “What’s Love Got to Do with it?” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 

 

WORSHIP IN JANUARY AT STONE CHURCHWORSHIP IN JANUARY AT STONE CHURCH 
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Let Your Light Shine.  

“Hope is being able to see that there is light despite all of the darkness.”  

– Bishop Desmond Tutu. 

 

“Ya, know,” said a meme on Facebook, “if you thought the year twenty twenty was long gone, 

remember this year is twenty twenty, too!”  That’s a bit of dark humor, since it has been two 

years since the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic and though the infection cases have waxed and waned and vaccines came 

out a year ago at this time (twenty twenty won!), we face now yet another virulent resurgence due to the Delta and Omicron 

variants and people still refusing to be vaccinated, further aggravating the spread of the disease and allowing mutations such 

as these to arise.   

Two years in and we are all now suffering from pandemic fatigue.  The masks, the social distancing, the continued 

overloading of our hospitals and medical staff—people are saying, “Enough!”  Many just want to give up and stop making 

personal sacrifices to be able to enjoy life as they did pre-pandemic.  And particularly (but certainly not exclusively) for 

young families, it is a struggle to juggle everything, including day care and school for the children, balancing safety and 

necessity.  

What is heartbreaking is the political and cultural climate that has crescendoed in the past few years (though started decades 

earlier) that has sought to divide rather than unite us, trouncing what our founders sought with the motto, E Pluribus Unum—

“Out of Many, One.”  In 1956 this de facto motto was replaced with “In God We Trust” as the official motto of the United 

States, but that does not negate a founding principle of people with differences coming together in union, respecting the 

individual needs balanced against the public good.   

And as Christians we also could adopt both mottos.  As Paul writes in 1 Corinthians 12:12, “For just as the body is one and 

has many members, and all the members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ.”  And from Proverbs 

3:5, “Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not lean on your own understanding.” 

But how could we honor these in practice?  We might look to Word of the Year for 2021 from Dictionary.com, a word they 

chose that, for the first time, was also new to their online dictionary (though it was first recorded 175 years ago).  The word 

is allyship (AL-lie-ship).  The definition is “the status or role of a person who advocates and actively works for the inclusion 

of a marginalized or politicized group in all areas of society, not as a member of that group but in solidarity with its struggle 

and point of view and under its leadership.” 

For a secular word, it sure rings of a follower of Christ and of us being a Matthew 25 church.   

And describes as Paul writes in Philippians 2:3-4, “Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others 

as better than yourselves. Let each of you look not to your own interests, but to the interests of others.” 

As a New Year’s resolution, let us seek not so much as to fight against those who oppose us but to fight for those who need 

us, those who have been suffering and continue to do so, aggravated by the pandemic both directly and indirectly.  Let us 

look to shine a light on the darkness of their lives that we as people may show compassion, kindness, and empathy. 

As the recently deceased South African Anglican bishop and theologian Desmond Tutu said, “God's dream is that you and I 

and all of us will realize that we are family, that we are made for togetherness, for goodness, and for compassion.” 

 

Shalom and Happy New Year, 
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Historical Period Revisited---A Glimpse into Stone Church’s Past 

 

Under the guidance of Lauralyn Kolb, the Office Manager of the Fair Trade Shoppe, it has become one of 
the church’s most worthy mission projects that has not only thrived but has grown to involve 38 countries with 
the hope of lifting people out of poverty by selling their hand crafted items. Fair Trade Artisans are paid a fair 
price for their work by the suppliers in their respective countries. Items are ordered from such suppliers as 
Maggie’s Organics, SERRV International, Ten Thousand Villages, Mayan Hands, Woman’s Bean Project, Equal 
Exchange, and UPAVIM (United for a Better Life). Lauralyn Kolb, from money earned buys items from the 
suppliers and pays our church expenses that amount to $500 a month to the church for heat, electricity and the 
internet. Total operation of the shop is done by volunteers.  

Volunteers for this mission during 2021 were: Dave White and his wife Carol who for 20 years did this 
ministry out of their home before joining us at Stone Church added valuable experience, Pat Joseph who explains 
the project to customers, Emily Hughes with former retail experience, Mary Chamberlain our volunteer 
scheduler, Trish Harris who made those amazing outside signs and arranges items, Donna Goodfriend, Gerry 
Gogel Helen Leonard, Sue Montrose, Peggy Weldon, Ceil Gilbert in charge of publicity and auditing, Grace 
Whittemore, Lora Schilder, Gabriel Bit-Babik and Lauralyn Kolb who coordinates this ministry. Not only do the 
volunteers sell items but help in arranging the items. One of the biggest challenges is to creatively display the 
items to help the customer view them more easily and for delicate handling of some of the handcrafted items. 
One other challenge that has to be done is inventory in January. We are grateful to all our volunteers for their 
commitment, patience, willingness to help when asked and their interest in helping to fulfill this ministry. Where 
would we be without them! 

In the summer when the Chamber of Commerce schedules the “Farmer’s Market” from the Village Park 
usually from June – Oct. and held on Thursdays, a crew of volunteers sell products from a cart made by Ken Coe 
in 2012. It was designed so that many of the products could be sold directly from inside the cart but it also was a 
great help in transporting the goods from the church to the park. We also have the shop open during this time 
hoping for customers to shop at both venues. 

As ordered items increased, volunteers opened an adjoining old nursery room to move larger items in 
order to display beautiful hand woven baskets from Ghana, Bangladesh and Guatemala and to provide room for 
other items. 

  Sales for 2021 total $34, 961.87 exceeding previous years in spite of COVID. The previous high was in 
2015 with a total of $30,929.76.  Each year we give some of our earnings to needy groups. So far this year we 
have given $1,000 to No One Left Behind; $2000 to the Utica Refugee Center and $1,000 to PCUSA for Haiti 
and plan to send $1,500 to Life School in Guatemala.  

We are grateful to our customers, our faithful volunteers, and our church for fully supporting us. Our 
hours are 10am to 4pm every Thursday, and 2nd Saturday. Other hours are added during holiday times. 
Purchasing fair trade items ensures artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope to marginalized people. 
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 MISSION  2022 

Matthew 25: Words Matter: What we do and what we say  

Part One 

Now that the anticipation and emotion of the Christmas and New Year’s holidays is behind us, it seems appropriate to revisit 
the implications of being a Matthew 25 congregation. This January Mission article is installment one of two, and will be 
continued in February.   

In this Mission article, I mention emails from my friend Kelli. The author of these emails, Kelli Watson, explained her moti-
vation for creating them in this way: That's because WORDS MATTER! So, with that in mind, I have decided to put together 
a series of emails related to some specific words or phrases that I think make a big difference.”   

This article and the February installment include my thoughts on the relationship between Kelli’s insight and Stone Church’s 
commitment to the Matthew 25 initiative. Hopefully as you read this, Kelli’s reflections on the importance of words will 
connect with our Matthew 25 commitment.   

“Are we doing what and all that we should to meet the challenge of engaging with our community and the world in a 
faithful and inspiring way?  

If asked the question, I think our responses would reveal uncertainty.  The challenges of Matthew 25 are tremendous and 
we’ve been a busy congregation, too busy to really investigate something so complex. Oh we’ve mentioned Matthew 25 
here and there, but thoughtful study hasn’t been possible. I can imagine our thinking, “If only the complexities of being a 
Matthew 25 church could be eliminated by a manageable ‘how to” manual.’” It then would be much easier to analyze our 
actions and answer the question.  

A couple of months ago, I received the following email from my friend Kelli:  

Kelli: “The other day I walked by a sign staked in someone's front lawn which read, "HATE Does Not Reside Here." Imme-
diately, I thought to myself, "Wouldn't it sound better to say LOVE Resides Here"? After all, it means the same thing, but it 
comes across completely differently. Read both of those phrases again and see if you agree with me: Notice the way you re-
act to the word "HATE" and then to the word "LOVE". Your response is different, isn't it? That's because WORDS MAT-
TER! So, with that in mind, I have decided to put together a series of emails related to some specific words or phrases that I 
think make a big difference.”  

While these emails are not a “how to” manual, I am convinced that our considering how we approach others by paying at-
tention to the words we use will be a great step towards our Matthew 25 goal of effective engagement with others. I there-
fore am sharing Kelli’s series of ideas. As you read through these, I recommend you consider whether you can apply Kelli’s 
insights into your concept of Matthew 25.  

Kelli: Today's word was one that used to bother my mother. She was a first grade teacher and wanted her kids to be careful 
about using it. It's the word "CAN'T" as in "I CAN'T do it." Think about how many times you say the phrase, "I CAN'T."  
When you do, my suggestion is to shift and say, "I haven't learned how to do it yet," instead. 

Think about it There are very few things that you CAN'T do. But there are plenty of things you just haven't learned how to do 
yet. And the difference it makes when you change the phrase is extraordinary."I CAN'T" eliminates all possibility of try-
ing."I haven't learned how to do it yet" leaves the door open to possibility.                                                   

The Matthew 25 initiative focal points are dismantling structural racism, eradicating systemic poverty and building congre-
gational vitality. When confronted with these complex issues, there is a tendency to offer any one (and more) of the follow-
ing excuses:  “I can’t deal with these big topics. Events and responses in the US keep changing. I don’t know enough. I am 
not a trained economist/sociologist/minister.”  

Probably at the heart of Matthew 25 is the action of thoughtfully engaging with others and purposefully moving away from 

the “I can’t …” to “I haven’t learned… We all will be helped toward the heart of Matthew 25,”  if we combine a will-
ingness to learn with a sincere “I am interested in hearing your insights and thoughts”.  

Kelli: Today we're onto another word that I think we can be more careful about using. It's the word, "BUT" as in..."You did 
a wonderful job on this, BUT..." 

                                                                                                                                                                       (cont on next page) 
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CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  a BIG thank you to everyone who bought, wrapped and 

delivered gifts for our Christmas families that we adopted through the Neighborhood Center.  

They were much appreciated!   

(cont. from page 4) 

Consider what happens when someone uses the word, BUT. The emotional response is to ignore everything that came before 
the word and focus only on what comes after. We instinctively realize that whatever they say after "BUT" is what they really 
mean. That is because the word BUT negates everything that came before it. No one wants to hear  

“That wasn't bad, BUT it could have been better if you had…” 

Here is the BEST PART... this is an easy issue to fix. Simply replace the word "BUT" with "AND." Instead of saying “ I 
agree with a lot of what you are saying BUT I wonder if we could examine this particular point, try this instead. “I agree 
with a lot of what you are saying AND I wonder if we could examine this particular point.” 

Can you feel the difference? I guarantee the resulting responses and conversations will be different with that small substitu-
tion. This week, notice how often you say the word, BUT, and work on changing it. 

The emotional toll of racism and enforced poverty and our normal reaction of “I know these exist but I myself would never 
have thought or acted in that way” create tremendous barriers to communication and healing. Our Pastor, Scott Leonard, 
wrote in the June 2021 Cornerstone, “Part of the engagement is to listen to those who feel they have been marginalized and 
how our societal structures and institutions, including churches, might have played a role. This means contemplating and 
acknowledging the sins of our past, not to make people feel guilty, but to comprehend a larger worldview.”  This challenge 
to cultivate a larger worldview and to act accordingly is integral to being a Matthew 25 community. As we look for ways to 
achieve this, we must put aside our excuses and judgment. A simple word substitution of BUT to AND may help make this 
change a reality.  

Undeniably, the Matthew 25 initiative is a complex challenge for congregations. And yet, if we pay attention and persevere, 
we will develop a sense of what we can and should do. A multitude of resources are available. It is up to us to pay attention 
and be willing to change, even if initially only by being more intentional in our language. Through prayer, education, faith 
and effort, we, the congregation of Stone Church, will grow and learn how to work towards this goal.  

 

Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following; 

shampoo, conditioner, soap, toothpaste, razors and VOLUNTEERS TO TAKE 

THEIR RECYCLING TO THE RECYCLING FACILITY. IF INTERESTED, 

PLEASE CALL HOPE HOUSE AT 315-793-3723.  Any donation that you designate 

for food or personal needs will be greatly appreciated.  Any questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (315-853-

8289) or ceilgilbert@yahoo.com 

THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  Our Organic Cotton Sport Crew socks 

from Maggie’s Organics are designed for active cyclists and joggers, 

featuring a lightweight top and cushioned bottom.  These socks will stay 

in place and keep your feet dry and cool.  Our Organic Wool Urban Trail 

Crew socks and Urban Hiker Ankle socks are perfect for city workouts, 

from park to pavement.  They are close-to-the-foot, stay-in-place fit, soft 

cushioned, thin and breathable. The organically grown cotton and wool 

come from small farmers in the U.S., Argentina, Peru, Tanzania and India.  Mexican 

immigrants and native Alabama workers work side-by-side to produce some of the best 

quality socks that have ever carried a Maggie’s label. These and MANY, MANY more 

unique, handcrafted gift items from 38 different countries can be found at our FAIR 

TRADE SHOP, STONE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, 8 SO. PARK ROW, CLINTON. Our hours are 

10am to 4pm every Thursday and second Saturdays. Purchasing fair trade items ensures artisans and 

small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, providing dignity, sustainable development and 

hope to marginalized people. LET US BE YOUR GO-TO GIFT SHOP! Visit us at https://

buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

 

THE COUNTRY PANTRY is in need of pasta, sauce, jelly, peanut butter, canned fruit, 

soup, individual pudding cups, juice boxes and other items for the kids packs as they will need extra 

food during their winter break. As always, a financial contribution may be mailed to Country Pantry, 

PO Box 76, Clinton.  
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1 - Frank Milana 

5 - Cynthia Crossley 

12 - Mark Harrington 

14 - Cole Cushman 

17 - Frank Whittemore 

21 - Kurt Whittemore 

22 - John Stiefvater 

28   - Alizah Fletcher 

JANUARY  BIRTHDAYS PRAYER REQUEST 

 

 

Jennifer Kolb and Family 

Scott Ziegler 

Family of Sara Tolliver 

Phil Conley 

Patty Lawson 

Michael Britton 

Erin Todd 

Pat Joseph 

Lori Chamberlain 

Sue Raitt 

Dave & Trish Harris 

Jeff Kolb 

Jim Kubat 

Debra LaFont 

to all my church family for the beautiful gift 
basket of yummy goodies & the restaurant gift 
card! I am so grateful for having all of you in my 
life.  Happy New Year! 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   
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DON’T FORGET THE DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the first Sunday of 

each month. All of the loose money collected on those 

Sundays will go to support the ministry of the Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons - Jim Gavett, 

Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda Rance, Judy LaGasse, 

Barbara Greene, Trish Harris & Bev Miller. 

Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to call 
the office.  Go to our home web 
page - stonepres.org, and click on 
the “Calendar” tab at the top or on 
the calendar icon. 

SESSION MEETING HIGHLIGHTS - DECEMBER 13, 2022 

 

We will be worshipping in the Sanctuary and not the Norton Room in January due to COVID. 

The session and deacon members were advised that all yearly reports are due Tuesday January 11, 
2022 and given to our church secretary Janice. 

Ceil Gilbert, secretary/treasurer of the Women’s Association sent an e-mail showing their distribu-
tion of donations to various mission projects for this year end. Checks are already in the mail giving $300 
to the Neighborhood Center, the Abraham House, the Utica Rescue Mission., and the Thea Bowman 
House. $100 was given to Donna Goodfriend for the Christmas Families and $225 was given for year end 
staff gifts. 

Chris Menard reported that though the furnace arrived to Bentley’s company, their workload in-
volves folks with heating emergencies before they can get to install our furnace. Chris also reported that 
the clock is now in sync with the carillon. She also had programmed the music per the request of the 
Chamber of Commerce which by the way it was reported that some the folks in town were heard singing 
along with the music.  The carillon will need to be reprogrammed by Dec. 27th. 

Chris also talked about the need for purchasing as AED defibrillator for the church and a blood 
pressure cuff. The session agreed because it would be valuable in saving a life since you only have 4 
minutes when a heart stops. Training can be done for it and there is maintenance. Since there are grants 
available for the defibrillator, Chris offered to research and report back noting that the cost is approximate-
ly $1400. The Session voted and approved getting one. 

Grace Whittemore suggested that rails be put up on the two-step platform directly behind the com-
munion table to help folks stepping up or stepping down. This is to be researched to resolve the issue.  

 The Session voted to donate our December 5th Advent peace offering to the Presbyterian Peace-
making initiative that supports Peacemaking through the establishment of youth and young adult Peace-
making camps and through education opportunities aimed at ending racial injustice and humanitarian ineq-
uities. 

Pat Joseph reported that the Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe has exceeded our former record and 
as of now we are at $31,000 with a few more shopping days left.  A large order was put into SERV which 
means we may be eligible to be listed as a location to buy from their catalog.   

            Linda Rance reported that 3 fruit baskets were purchased for the home bound and that also 27 poin-
settias were purchased some of which will be delivered to the home bound. 
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  
Please note that per capita payments for 2022 are now being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year 
is $41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for each member on the membership roll. The per 
capita is the cost of our representative democracy as a church and supports the meetings and operations of the 
Presbytery, Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending your per capita either directly to the church 
office (P.O. Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

DEACON’S CORNER 

GOOD MORNING 2022 

As you wake up this morning and prepare for the day, remember 

this; 

GOD IS WITH YOU. 

As you think about the year ahead and wonder what it may or 

may not bring, remember this;  

GOD IS WITH YOU. 

As you face new challenges and walk on new roads, remember 

this; 

GOD IS WITH YOU. 

The King of Kings, The Messiah, The Savior of The World and 

The Prince of Peace 

IS WALKING WITH YOU!! 

   All of your Deacons are hoping that 2022 brings much happi-

ness and good health to all of you. Remember, we are here for 

you also!!! 
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BUDGET REVIEW – JANUARY 23rd. As has been our practice, an informal review of the 
budget will be done after worship on January 23, 2022 in the Norton Room. The purpose is to review in 
some detail with the congregation the 2022 budget as well as how 2021 came out. Since it is the session that 
approves the budget, the budget is not an item of business at the congregational meeting and so will be mini-
mally discussed then.  

ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING – JANUARY 30th. The Annual 
Meeting of the Congregation of Stone Presbyterian Church will be held during worship on Sunday, January 
30, 2022 in the sanctuary for the purposes of receiving reports, electing officers, concurring in the Session’s 
2021 budget, and acting on any other business that may be properly brought before the congregation. All 
active members in good standing are welcome and encouraged to vote. 

CHRISTMAS EVE 2021 still had us wearing masks for COVID-19, but with our vaccinations we 
had singing!  Thanks to Rob Kolb for pulling together the rough liturgy Pastor Scott and his wife left before 
heading to California for a holiday and Donna Goodfriend for arranging for the speakers.  And thanks to Rob 
and Lauralyn Kolb for the music, Sherry Robinson and Donna Goodfriend as liturgists, Pat Joseph and Trish 
Harris as readers (along with Lauralyn, Sherry, and Donna), John and Mary Ann Stiefvater for our Advent 
Candle, and Helen Leonard as videographer.  Unfortunately, no one took pictures!  But we pulled some frames 
from the Facebook Live streamed video to give you at least an idea of the service. 
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CHRISTMAS SERVICE OF LESSONS AND CAROLS 
A wonderful Service of Lessons and Carols at the renovated Hamilton College Chapel led by Hamilton 

College chaplain the Rev. Jeff McArn with Professor G. Roberts Kolb conducting the Tapestry choir. Great 

to have the Clinton Area Ministerium participate in reading the “lessons”: the Rev. Michael Terrell, the 

Rev. Janet Griffith, Deacon Patsy Glista, and Pastor Scott Leonard. Truly a joyous time!   

LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE – The Clinton Area Ministerium con-

ducted another lovely service at the Clinton United Methodist Church both for those in-person and those 

online! Many thanks to Patricia Jue as the Zoom master! Many thanks to Michael Terrell who coordinated 

the service with Patsy Glista and Jean Skinner participating in the service. 



 

 

 

To  see a color version of this newsletter in pdf format, visit stonepres.org. 

  

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                    Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

                Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                           Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

                Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

                Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

                www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

                www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

                                         Sunday Worship 10:30 am in person, streamed & recorded on Facebook Live 

                                                                Church Office hours: 9:00 am - 1:00 pm weekdays 

Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Midge Bakos, Bev Miller & 

Donna Goodfriend who have folded, taped and 

labeled this issue of The Corner Stone just for 

you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the February 
newsletter is Friday, January 21st.. 
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