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Pop quiz.  That is what my wife thought I should give you this morning.  

Specifically, what is Epiphany?  I mean, we talk about it every year, 

but it’s not really in the secular culture like Christmas and Easter, so 

it can be a little fuzzy to people. 

I told her, “OK, let’s try with you.  What is Epiphany?” 

She replied, “Uhhh…well, like a sudden insight into something, like, “I just 

had an epiphany.” 

I said, “Yes, but relative to the Christian holiday?” 

She said, “Well, when the, uh, Wise Men followed the star and came and 

brought their gifts for the infant Jesus, and said, uh, “Voilà!”  

[Shake head and sigh] 

“Voilà, huh?  OK, after preaching on this for the past six years, I’ll take it.” 

Epiphany means—again—a manifestation, an appearance, a showing off.   

In the tradition of the western church, it is the revelation of Christ to the 

Gentiles with the coming of the Magi on the twelfth day after 

Christmas Day, which is January 6, or, in our case, the Sunday near 

then. 

In Ephesians Paul shares the revelation of the mystery of Christ that he has 

received.  Namely, that all people—not just Abraham’s descendants 

through Isaac and Jacob—“have become fellow heirs, members of the 

same body, and sharers in the promise in Christ Jesus.” 

The passage from Isaiah 60 foreshadows that promise in part by saying all 

nations will be drawn to the light that has come upon the people, 

including those from Midian, Ephah and Sheba. 

These Arab and Afro-Arab tribes were not chosen at random. They were the 

other descendants of Abraham through his concubines.   
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Abraham gave these other descendants gifts before banishing them. Then 

Abraham gave Isaac everything he had.  

In the poetic promise of Isaiah, God undoes Abraham’s banishment and 

restriction of inheritance to Isaac. The tribes return, bearing gifts, and 

they are in turn welcomed to share in the greatest inheritance of 

Abraham: community with the God of Israel at its center. 

And why do they come?  Because they are drawn to the light, to glory of 

God.  In the darkness of the world, they are drawn to the light of God. 

So, Isaiah 60 is more than a prophecy of someone, like the Magi, bringing 

gold and frankincense. Instead, it speaks of God’s longed for future, 

when a light shines out from God’s people that is so attractive that it 

cannot be ignored. Past wrongs will be made right through humble 

repentance and costly reparations. 

This all sounds good, but we know the grand promises the prophet made to 

the people never actually happened in history.  But that does mean we 

give up hope. 

It’s important to remember that biblical prophecy is not a flat prediction 

but is, rather, an invitation to change, to be empowered, and, 

sometimes, to repent. 

God is creating a new society. One in which diversity is valued, where there 

are no “outsiders”, but only community.  And God is doing so in 

Christ.   

This revelation is not only made to the people of the church. Revelation is 

made through the church as well for it is “through the church” God’s 

wisdom is made known. 



“This Little Light of Mine” 

Sermon – January 2, 2022 Stone Presbyterian Church 

R0 srl  3 

The Church is unique in that God’s salvation and revelation of the Holy 

Spirit are made manifest in the and through the reconciling ministry 

of the Gospel. 

Without reconciliation of nations, peoples, tribes, ethnicities and genders, 

“the knowledge and fullness of God,” will remain a mystery even to 

the leaders of the Church. It is when people experience reconciliation 

that they become part of the Church and eventually be drawn into the 

work of peace, justice and love.  

The church is called to be both a promise and a foretaste of that final 

reconciliation. 

The proclamation of the gospel brings reconciliation. The church hopes not 

for destruction, but for transformation and redemption on the widest 

scale. 

As we enter another year of a raging pandemic, of raging people, of raging 

fires and destruction, it seems like darkness is covering the earth and 

thick darkness the peoples. 

But even in that darkness, the light of God, revealed through Jesus Christ, 

is there.  God tells us to arise, shine.  A single candle breaks the 

darkness and draws others, giving them hope.  And the more candles, 

the more light for others as well as for ourselves. 

Let me give you one small example.   

On December 12 the church received an email that said: 

“Hello my name is Lorrie Paul. My dad Duane Roberts was a sometimes 

visitor of your church, I went with him at least once.  

“Over the years he had lost touch with his home church, Moriah Olivet as it 

was difficult for him to attend. He found comfort in your church.  
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“I wanted to let you know that he passed peacefully today at his home at 

Brookdale senior living.  

“I will let Moriah know of his passing. We plan to have a service at the 

funeral home. My pastor will be helping. I wondered if perhaps you 

would also like to be involved.  

“Let me know your thoughts and thank you for your fellowship with my dad 

both when he was in attendance and via newsletters and holiday gift 

bags/cards and visits.   

“Lorrie Paul” 

I emailed back that, unfortunately, I was getting ready to go to California to 

visit my daughter and so could not participate, but I was glad he was 

able to find some comfort in our church. 

I let many of you know because I, sadly, only had a vague recollection of 

him.  Linda Rance was pretty sure he was the man in the wheelchair 

with an amputated leg who came twice this past year and Rob Kolb 

remembered him coming one Sunday this summer when he was 

preaching, in part because of having the same name. 

Sometimes we see the darkness and wish for more light and sometimes we 

are a light for others and don’t even know it. 

But the light is there—always—as God graciously, mysteriously, and 

defiantly breaks into human lives. 

We didn’t change the world with our God-centered graciousness and 

kindness toward Duane Roberts, but we did change his world. 

You may not think that your little light makes much of a difference, but if 

we do that every day with all those “outside” this church, we can 
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change the world, providing that light to draw people together as a 

community, heirs according to the promise.  

This, of course, leads to the title of my sermon, “This Little Light of Mine,” 

which is a traditional gospel song meant for children. It was written 

by Harry Dixon Loes in the 1920s. It is a religious song especially 

popular during Christmas, actually. 

The song gained more popularity in the 1950s when it was performed by 

musician and activist Zilphia Horton and turned into one of the most 

well-known and beloved Civil Rights Movement protest anthems. 

Because much of what is going on in the world these days is pretty dark, 

though, and because I have been with my seven grandchildren at 

various times over the past two weeks, I thought I’d end with a joy of 

child for the beginning of a New Year. 

If I had been a better planner, I’d have had us all sing this.  But instead 

enjoy this video developed for children but should put a smile on your 

face and lightness in your heart. 

[Show https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gdvRF6W7OSE]  

Let it shine. 

In the name of God the Creator, God the Redeemer, and God the Sustainer. 

Amen.  
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