
“Called by Name” 

Sermon – January 9, 2022 Stone Presbyterian Church 

R0 srl  1 

This is a little story about four people named Everybody, Somebody, 

Anybody, and Nobody. 

There was an important job to be done and Everybody was sure that 

Somebody would do it. 

Anybody could have done it, but Nobody did it. 

Somebody got angry about that because it was Everybody's job. 

Everybody thought that Anybody could do it, but Nobody realized that 

Everybody wouldn't do it. 

It ended up that Everybody blamed Somebody when Nobody did what 

Anybody could have done. 

The moral of the story is that if no one takes responsibility, nothing gets 

done. 

Many of you have probably have heard this before or seen it posted by the 

water cooler at work or in an email chain where it’s a little easier to 

follow.   

It is a little cutesy, but it does make the point.  If everyone is responsible, 

then no one is responsible, the tendency being that each thinks 

someone else will take care of it.  And the large the group the more 

likely this behavior.   

For example, if there were say, oh, [pretend to count the people] 21 people, 

and, say, oh, someone standing up before them, like myself, were to 

suddenly faint, how many would respond? [wait for reaction] 

Well, I’m not sure exactly because I was, y’know, passed out when it 

happened last month.  I mean, yes, Judy LaGasse responded 

immediately and Phil Conley was holding my head when I came to 

and someone called 9-1-1 and my wife and others were there and the 
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EMTs arrived in just minutes and…OK—let me just say, you guys ruin 

my example.   

Let me try a different tack.  If there is a group or a team ask to do 

something, oftentimes people are afraid to take on responsibility 

because they are afraid that others will not help out, leaving them to 

hold the bag. 

For example, if I were in the middle of communion and had to leave 

suddenly for some reason, what would happen? [pause] 

OK, yes.  After they carted me out last month, session did have a quick 

meeting and Pat and Donna carried on not only with the service, but 

also with communion.  You’re not making this easy. 

Y’know, because I had a very busy week and for my general well-being, my 

wife said yesterday evening, “Don’t stay up all night; just write a lousy 

sermon.”  And y’know, I think I’m nailing it. 

Maybe if we look at scriptures for today. 

The Old Testament passage is from the part of the book called Second 

Isaiah and during the time the Judean exiles were returning to 

Jerusalem to rebuild.   

These first seven verses from chapter 43 comprise a beautifully constructed 

unit of poetry that attempts throughout its seven verses to reconstruct 

the exiles’ understanding of their identity. 

They’ve been through unimaginable suffering for over 40 years and verse 1 

says, “But now thus says the LORD, he who created you, O Jacob, he 

who formed you, O Israel: Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I 

have called you by name, you are mine.” 
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In Hebrew the word for redeemer meant a kinsperson, a relative who was 

responsible for protecting, defending, avenging and redeeming the 

members of an extended family from economic destitution. 

God goes on to claim Israel as God’s own and calls them by name, as father 

would call his children. And by doing so restores them to their whole 

personhood. God is assuring Israel that God has already acted as a 

kinsperson redeemer to them, and will continue to do so. 

As the redeemer that the promise of God: to free family members from 

bondage and to redeem those who have been taken away. 

The relationship is deep, but also comes at a cost. Being “called” refers to 

God’s choice of the people for God’s purposes.  And that purpose is 

not only to *be* God’s people, but to *do* as God’s people.  And that 

call is also to *you*, each of you (and me) personally.  We don’t get to 

be Somebody; each of us is called to be *the* body for God’s work. 

And for a call, there is a response.  In response to God’s grace and mercy we 

are to respond, as Isaiah said to God chapter 6, “Here I am; send me.” 

Being called by name and responding verbally is very powerful.  Just by 

saying it out loud and in front of others, makes it real to you and 

helps you commit to it.   

If you want to get real consensus of a group, call out each person by name 

and ask them to commit to the group decision or state now publicly 

their concerns. 

It's why people at the start of an AA meeting say, “I’m John Doe and I’m an 

alcoholic.” 

It is why we have public worship and recite confession of faiths together.   
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It is why our two sacraments of baptism and communion are done as part 

of worship and promises made with the community of faith. 

But this call and response does not mean a life of ease.  Through many 

dangers, toils, and snares each of us has already come, but there will 

be more.  And sometimes you just want to give up.  But through it all, 

God will be there for you and God asks that you are there for him. 

In my earlier examples, that you messed up, you were unlike a typical group 

of people and able to rise to the occasion not just because you are 

good and loving people, but also that you were trained and you were 

in community:  Judy as a trained nurse and Pat and Donna as elders 

and officiants and we all knew and loved each other.   

That is what we need to do beyond these walls in the world at large.  To find 

ways and prepare ourselves how to respond to needs around us, to 

engage with those different from us, to create “community”, so that 

all seek to be redeemers of those in pain, those who suffer, those who 

are lost.  To be as their kinspeople freeing them from bondage 

through the love of God. 

On this first Sunday after the Epiphany, the Sunday of the Baptism of our 

Lord, remember, ”, as we declare in our baptismal services, you are 

“marked as Christ’s own. This is an identity claim: you are God’s 

beloved child, called by name to be a faithful servant in order to 

witness to God’s grace and mercy. 

With joy and gratitude, answer the call. 

In the name of God the Creator, God the Redeemer, and God the Sustainer. 

Amen.  
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Yesterday, Google did a little Doodle animation on their web site for 

physicist Stephen Hawking’s 80th birthday.  Hawking, who died three 

years ago, was diagnosed with Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis (ALS) at 

age 21 and ended up confined to a wheelchair and forced to speak 

through a computer.  Yet his work on the origins and structure of the 

universe, from the Big Bang to black holes, revolutionized the field 

and he wrote books popular with the general public. 

The animation ended with this quote: 

"We are very, very small. But we are profoundly capable of very, very big 

things. There should be no boundaries to human endeavor. However 

bad life may seem, while there is life, there is hope. Be brave, be 

curious, be determined, overcome the odds. It can be done." 

As Christians, we say, “With God, all things are possible.”  And since we 

have God, we have life, we have hope, and we can do good things in 

his name.  

 


