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Football.  That’s what is on Hal and Linda Rance’s minds—and Rob and 

Lauralyn Kolb’s as well I’m sure.  Because tonight at 6:40 p.m. on 

CBS the Rance’s Buffalo Bills play the Kolbs’ Kansas City Chiefs for 

the AFC Divisional playoff. 

The Bills beat the Chiefs in October during the regular season, but 364 days 

ago the Chiefs beat the Bills for the AFC Championship. 

I don’t follow any teams really, but Cincinnati is about 50 miles south of 

where I grew up outside Dayton, Ohio.  So, since I had a sermon to 

write last night, I couldn’t help instead but watch the Cincinnati 

Bengals win a tight game over the Tennessee Titans with a 54-yard 

field goal as time expired.   

And the winner of the Bills-Chiefs game tonight will play the Bengals next 

Sunday for the AFC Championship, the winner of which will go on to 

the Super Bowl.  And recall from today’s epistle lesson Paul’s urging 

“that there may be no dissension within the body, but the members 

may have the same care for one another. If one member suffers, all 

suffer together with it; if one member is honored, all rejoice together 

with it.” 

Though I only superficially follow sports in general, my observation is that 

American football is unique compared to any other team sport.  What 

makes it unique are the specialized positions.   

In soccer, basketball, hockey, and even baseball, while the different 

positions require different levels of proficiency, they fundamentally 

do the same basic skill.   

All soccer players dribble and kick the ball with their feet.   

All basketball players dribble and shoot the ball with their hands.   
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All hockey players skate and handle the puck with a stick.   

All baseball players throw, catch, and, notwithstanding the designated 

hitter, hit the ball.  

Not so with football.   

A center hikes the ball.  No one else does.   

A kicker kicks the ball—and, by the way, does nothing else.  No one else 

does.   

A quarterback calls the plays.  None of the other players do.  

An offensive lineman may never touch the football in his career. 

The offense and defense are different players and never on the field at the 

same time. 

And over the years, the way some of the positions are played change and 

evolve more than any other sport. 

Because of all these specialized positions, it takes a lot of planning, 

practicing, and coordination to execute plays. Further, adjustments 

must be made as the game continues for the peculiarities to that 

particular game. 

As a result, they must play together, relying on and trusting each other.  As 

the saying goes, there is no “I” in team.  No one person can do it all.  

In fact, you can’t even play a pickup game with only one player on 

each team.   

And each player must respect each other and what each other does.   

Kickers, for example, are often looked down upon because they are smaller, 

less physical and don’t even really practice with the rest of the team.   

But these members of the team that seem to be weaker are indispensable.  

They often make the difference in winning the game or not. 
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I say all of this, of course, as an analogy for today’s familiar epistle lesson 

with a “team” being a metaphor of sorts for the “body.” 

And on this third Sunday after Epiphany, this is apropos.  During 

Christmas people in general have the “Christmas spirit” of kindness, 

charity, and cheerfulness.   

And though people say, “Jesus is the reason for the season”, by this time a 

month a later it often seems Jesus is the reason only for that season 

and that Christmas Spirit is only for Christmas.   

This is somewhat the situation Paul found for the church in Corinth.  They 

had started off so strong and enthusiastic about Christ, but now have 

strife and contention among themselves as to who is more holy, more 

spiritual, more important. 

It was more about “I” versus “them” rather than “I” as part of “we.”  Even 

more than team, Paul says that they are a body.  Whereas members of 

team work together, members of a body are inextricably tied together; 

they cannot exist apart from one another. 

And they are not just a body, but the body of Christ.   And for Paul being a 

member of the body of Christ means an absolute, out-and-out 

conjoining of one with the other in Christ. 

For Paul, diversity within the Body of Christ is not just a nice ideal toward 

which the congregation can aspire. Rather, it is an essential 

component to the full functioning of that body. 

Just as infection in a tooth can cause heart problems, so can conflict within 

a community cause damage to others.  In the same way, just as an eye 

helps a hand to reach out, so does people looking out for each other 

help the body as a whole. 



“The is No “I” in Team” 

Sermon – January 23, 2022 Stone Presbyterian Church 

R0 srl  4 

There are obvious ways that you as members of the congregational body 

help. 

Today after worship we will review our budget, thanks to our treasurer and 

others.  Next week we will have elections for church officers for the 

session and board of deacons, thanks to our nominating committee 

and those agreeing to serve.  And throughout the year all, each one of 

you in your own way and role, participates in our mission and service 

activities.  

And we do it all as a body of Christ.  We often say that in our polity the 

session is the head, the deacons are the heart, and others are the 

hands and the feet.  And we humbly recognize that none is more 

important than another and that all are necessary as a church body. 

But we must also continue to ask ourselves how do we keep that “Christmas 

spirit” and promote it with others, particularly outside these stone 

walls. 

Just as Jesus considered his role and purpose and stated in today’s gospel 

lesson, we should do the same.  If you could choose the words as he 

did that might encapsulate who you are, the only words that would 

communicate the essence of yourself, your life, your commitments, 

what would they be?  And in your faith life this year how will you, 

individually and collectively, live out, embody, and proclaim these 

principles? 

And how do we do it to the world at large? 

We must resist the temptation to spiritualize Jesus’ message to bring good 

news to the poor and to set them free. The spiritual aspect of salvation 

cannot be separated from economic, social, and political realities.  
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Jesus’ mission was to free people from captivity to sin and from captivity to 

the sinful structures and systems that diminish and destroy lives.  

And as the body of Christ, we are charged to do the same. 

Next month we will have a lunch and learn that includes watching the 

documentary, “A Most Beautiful Thing”, as a part of our ongoing 

discussion as how to be a Matthew 25 church and what specific 

actions we should commit to doing. 

But we can do this only if we work together as a team with purpose, intent 

and execution, each of us with our particular skills working in concert 

as one. 

There is no “I” in Team, but there is “You.”  *You* are the body of Christ.  

Go.  Proclaim and live that message with confidence and humility for 

the joy of the LORD is your strength. 

In the name of God the Creator, God the Redeemer, and God the Sustainer, 

Amen.  

 


