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“Be careful what you ask for—because when you pray for rain, you have to 

deal with the mud as well.”   

That quote from actor Denzel Washington is not a bad summary for today’s 

Old Testament passage and touches on the other lectionary passages 

today as well. 

We often hear the first eight verses of the call of the prophet Isaiah with the 

literally awesome description of God and God’s attendants. 

Six-winged fiery creatures—the seraphim—call out in voices that shake the 

temple, “Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts; the whole earth is full 

of his glory.” 

Then Isaiah essentially says, “I am not worthy to be here in the presence of 

God because I am a man of unclean lips and so are my people.” 

Then one of the seraphs puts a hot coal on Isaiah’s lips and says, “With this 

you sin is blotted out.” 

 Then we get the famous verse 8, saying “Then I heard the voice of the Lord 

saying, “Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?” And I said, 

“Here am I; send me!”” 

Such an inspirational event, something we all aspire to.  God calls and we 

answer.  And we typically stop on that high note.  But not today.  

Because we need to hear the rest of the story, even though it is pretty 

depressing. 

Basically, God tells Isaiah, “Give the people my message even though they 

won’t get it.  They are so dense; it’s like the lights are on but nobody’s 

home.” 

Isaiah asks, “For how long?” And God says, “Until there is nothing left.  

Nada.  Zilch.” 
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How’s that for motivating a prophet?  Preach the message, but nobody is 

going to accept it other than giving it a superficial head nod.  And 

because they ignore it the whole nation will be laid to waste. 

I wonder if after that instruction Isaiah was thinking, “Maybe before I so 

readily accepted the call I should have asked about the terms and 

conditions.” 

The job of Isaiah in those darkening days was a difficult one; to assure the 

people and to call them into account for their actions and lack of faith. 

Ultimately, the Assyrians do wipe out the Northern Kingdom of Israel 

leaving the Southern Kingdom of Judah with only two of the twelve 

tribes.   

But all is not lost.  As Isaiah will say in chapter 11 and that we hear in 

Advent, “A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a 

branch shall grow out of his roots.” 

That metaphorical shoot is the Messiah or, in Greek, the Christ.  

And what that means is the message of Paul to the Corinthians in today’s 

epistle passage from chapter 15 of his first letter to them.   

Fundamental to Paul is Christ’s resurrection.  He spends more time on this 

topic than any other topic in the letter. 

People we asking, “Why would this God you’re telling me about raise the 

dead? Couldn’t we just follow Jesus’s teaching without talking about 

resurrection?”  

For Paul, there is no good news, no gospel, unless God has raised Jesus 

from the dead. If God has not raised Jesus, if God has not claimed 

victory over death, then the gospel is a sham. 
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These first eleven verses from chapter 15 that we heard today constitute the 

oldest of all testimonies to the resurrection of the Lord.  Paul’s 

presentation of the gospel predates the four biblical Gospels by many 

years. 

He tells them that “Christ died for our sins in accordance with the 

scriptures, and that he was buried, and that he was raised on the third 

day in accordance with the scriptures.”   

Paul is emphasizing that this is not a brand-new religion that was just made 

up, but is the shoot that grew from Jesse’s stump, as it were.  And that 

death and resurrection of the Messiah are part of that. 

And that there were witnesses to the event:  Peter and the other disciples, 

then 500 others, then James and others and finally to Paul himself. 

Paul calls himself the least of all the apostles because unlike Peter, James, 

John and the others, he did not simply leave everything behind and 

follow Jesus; he was the biggest, most strident persecutor of those 

followers, tracking them down, having them arrested, or even put to 

death. 

So, if God can do something good through Paul the murderer, surely that 

God has the power to work wonders in the lives of others. The fact 

that the Corinthians have believed the scandal of the resurrection 

demonstrates that they too have been touched by God’s grace. 

And that is true for us as well. 

Appropriate for the season of Epiphany, this textm rather than celebrating 

only the birth and initial revelation of Jesus, calls for contemporary 

readers to recognize the fullness of Christ’s identity, including his life, 

death, and even resurrection. 
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The story of the church is reflected to some degree in gospel story we heard 

today. When Jesus calls, Peter is hesitant and thinks that what Jesus 

asks of him is both unnecessary and too demanding. Nevertheless, 

Peter responds, and is surprised to discover that by doing what Jesus 

asks him to do, he experiences an epiphany of God. 

And yet, Peter and the other disciples will face persecution.  They will see 

that others do not accept their message of the risen Christ.  They will 

die themselves with no return of Christ in their lifetimes as they 

thought and with the Roman oppression not even sure how the 

church will survive. 

Faithful ministry involves proclaiming the message despite the reaction or 

the response. Faithful ministry keeps the witness going. 

God called Isaiah to proclaim God’s message, even in spite of apathy and 

opposition and no immediate repentance. And we are called to do the 

same. 

God calls us, the church, to integrity, to endurance, to trust in God despite 

an unfavorable response. God calls us to faithfulness, not measurable 

success. God tells us to trust in him. 

And we do this with hope that is renewed at the Lord’s Supper that we will 

partake today. 

We will hear it what is called the Sanctus.  Sanctus literally means “Holy” 

and is the beginning of the song of the seraphim that we will join our 

voices in saying, 

“Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts; the whole earth is full of his glory.” 
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And in our memorial acclamation we proclaim the gospel that Paul first 

told to the Corinthians: “Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will 

come again.” 

It does seem that God’s message of Christ and love has fallen on many deaf 

ears these days, but God tells us to put out in the deep and let down 

our nets into the chaos of life today, to witness to the kingdom of God 

and to invite people into the movement towards the kingdom. 

So go out and proclaim that Good News.  It may not be everything you 

wished for, but God will be with you. 

In the name of God the Creator, God the Redeemer, and God the Sustainer, 

Amen.  


