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I may have mentioned once or twice or every Sunday that I have been traveling 

to Fairfax, VA every week for a while for my day job.  While putting my 

personal life on hold gets a little hard, on the plus side all of my travel 

expenses are covered by the company. 

The only thing is that some things are paid with my company credit card and 

some by me.  After every trip I have to file an expense report to get 

reimbursed and for the credit card to get paid.  And those things are out a 

sync a bit with the monthly credit card bill. 

Inevitably, after a while I see that things don’t look quite right.  I then have to 

take an hour or so going over multiple credit card statements and expense 

reports to figure it out, not unlike what most of us have to do with our 

checkbooks. 

But I have to straighten it out or I face financial penalties and revocation of my 

credit card privileges.  I have to reconcile my view and the credit card’s 

view of the expenses.  I have to bring them together to be in agreement, to 

be in harmony, if you will. 

Reconciliation of financial records is fairly concrete.  Money comes in, money 

goes out and you have to account for it.  It pretty much deals with 

impersonal facts and figures. 

Today’s scripture passages talk about a different kind of reconciliation.   

In the epistle lesson from 2 Corinthians Paul uses “reconciliation” five times in 

only six verses.   

Why do we need to be reconciled, and with whom?  

What have we done, or not done that has separated us from God and from one 

another?  

Is this something we are to do? Is this our task? 
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For Paul, in a way, just like my expense reports, reconciliation is about putting 

things in right order. It is about restoring balance. It is about bringing 

together those things that have been separated. 

In the letter Paul is actually separated from the Corinthians physically and 

spiritually for a variety of reasons, one being other “apostles.” They like his 

letters that chastise people but ridicule him when in person he is less 

pointed; they view him as weak. 

Imagine—Paul, the greatest apostle who was not one of the Twelve, starts a 

church and then later is smeared and discredited by other so-called, 

“super apostles”—ones apparently with more charisma and perhaps 

preaching a more appealing message.   

We see such people today—preaching a judgmental, self-justifying message in 

the name of Christianity and scorning any message or actions of grace or 

mercy as weakness. 

For Paul his message is not merely a theological one.  It is a very real one to him 

personally.  Paul is using a real-world example to illustrate the point that 

how we relate to one another, has implications for how we relate to God.  

It is not just about us; nor is it just about God.  

It is about how we understand ourselves to be in relationship with God and with 

one another, all in the same moment. The two are inextricably linked. 

In verse 18 Paul says, “All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through 

Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation.”   

He Paul drives home the point of reconciliation by having verse 19 simply repeat 

what is said verse 18: namely that God, through Christ, reconciles the 

world to God's self, and that God has entrusted the ministry and message 

of reconciliation to Paul. 
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Paul repeats this final point one more time in verse 20 when he asserts that “We 

are ambassadors for Christ, since God is making his appeal through us.” 

It sounds noble, but it seems too many Christians today think “ambassadors” 

means “crusaders”, wanting to push Christ on people and society rather be 

examples of Christ in word and deed. 

As Paul writes in verse 17, “if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation.”  That 

is, not our old human ways, but a new way, God’s way.   

And as verse 19 really nails that new way by saying, “in Christ, God was 

reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against 

them, and entrusting the message of reconciliation to us.” 

“Not counting their trespasses against them.”  That is almost the opposite of 

what reconciliation means.  In other words, unlike an accountant 

balancing the books or me counting up all the charges and expenses to 

make my reports come out right, God’s definition of reconciliation is not 

to count our trespasses!   

And he entrusts *that* message of reconciliation to us!  Thus, the message is not 

a restoration of a relationship through settling accounts but the initiation 

of a relationship in which all things are held in common.   

In other words, where the very idea of tit for tat has evaporated. It is a new 

creation! 

And reconciliation is not simply something to be desired; it is an imperative 

because we have experienced reconciliation with the One who has given us 

new life; we are a new creation. 

And yet this new creation seems so daunting. We say, “Maybe this kind of 

reconciliation is something God could pull off, but it lies beyond our reach, 

our abilities.”  



“Reconciliation” 

Sermon – March 27, 2022 Stone Presbyterian Church 

R0 srl  4 

And that is true.  That’s because all this is from God, not us. 

That doesn’t mean it is easy or “makes sense.”  For example, if today’s gospel 

parable were to happen in real life, we might view it differently. 

The actions of the father are over the top.  He welcomes with open arms his 

prodigal, that is wasteful, son who has burned all his bridges. 

And in real life most of us would side with the elder son.  I mean, you can’t 

reward bad behavior.  There are consequences.  The younger son made his 

own bed and needs to lie in it.  And the older son should be rewarded for 

his good behavior.   

But like Paul wrote in the epistle lesson the father reconciled his ne’er-do-well 

son to himself, not counting his trespasses against him.   

If you find that hard to believe, let alone do, welcome to the club.  And that 

should keep us humble.  Because it is that kind of radical love that Jesus 

really does call us to.   

And when we fall short, we must acknowledge that like the elder son it is us who 

are estranged from God.  It is us who need to reconcile with God from our 

own sense of right and wrong that mercy and love towards those who 

screw up does not take away from the mercy and love that God has already 

shown us.   

Becoming a new creation means the creation of new dimensions of love and 

desire for righteousness and justice within our lives and the lives of others.  

Figuring out how to do that in practice is a Lenten path worth taking.  We have 

to reconcile ourselves to it, which we can do—through God. 

In the name of God the Creator, God the Redeemer, and God the Sustainer.  

Amen.   


