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An idle tale.  That’s what the *men* thought when they heard the report 

from the *women*.  On the one hand, who could blame them?   A 

story about an empty tomb with two “men” in dazzling clothes saying 

Jesus has risen?  

On the other hand, in Luke’s account, only Peter is curious enough to go 

and check things out?  Men in dazzling clothes and saying Jesus has 

risen, sure that sounds crazy, but did the others think the women 

made up a story that the tomb was empty?  What about grave 

robbers? 

Still, the story is more than improbable—it’s impossible.  People live and 

people die.  The only thing certain in this world is death—and taxes 

(which are due tomorrow because Friday April 15 was observed in 

Washington D.C for Emancipation Day, a local holiday 

commemorating the abolition of slavery in the nation’s capital.) 

But back to the story. 

Death is the “reality.”  And yet, the reality the women expect is not the 

reality they encounter. Interestingly, according to Luke, the 

incongruity of not finding a body and hearing that he has risen leaves 

them—perplexed. Not dismayed, not angry, not vexed. Perplexed. 

They are at a loss to make sense of the disconnection between their 

expectations and what they find. 

You should marvel at this.  The other disciples just dismiss the whole thing 

out of hand.  Even Peter, who at least goes to the tomb, is “amazed” 

when he sees only the linen cloths, but you get the impression it’s 

more like, “Huh, that’s weird.” 
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 The women, on the other hand, didn’t react with a snap decision or action.  

Instead, as we say today, they were “processing” the whole thing, 

being open to try to understand it. 

How great would it be if people today would have the same attitude when 

they encounter something contrary to what they believed?  Instead of 

outright immediate rejection to consider maybe the boundaries of 

their beliefs need to expand. 

That is exactly what happened to Peter in today’s passage from the Acts of 

the Apostles.  Just prior to today’s, speech God has guided Peter to 

Cornelius, a Roman centurion who is a believer. 

God shows Peter that non-Jews can also be believers without following 

Jewish customs and rituals.  This is mind-blowing to Peter and goes 

against all that he thought he knew and believed.  That is, people’s 

value before God and ability to witness to Jesus is not determined by 

particular ways of life or certain ethnic or social groups, but by 

Christ’s mission.  No matter our place of origin, the same God reaches 

out to us; the same gospel calls us home. 

Mind you, this occurs about *seven* years after Peter saw those linen cloths 

in the empty tomb.  Even for the Rock on which Jesus was to build his 

church, there was still more to God’s vision that he saw initially. 

Thus, we are forced to consider the narrowness and short-sightedness of 

our own vision versus the breadth and depth of God’s. 

The beauty of today’s passage is that in 10 verses Peter proclaims the 

Reader’s Digest form of the gospel, summarizing the whole of the 

Christian message in a story about God's action through Jesus, 

culminating in his resurrection and its proclamation by those who 
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now bear witness to it.  “He is Lord of all” encapsulates Peter's 

declaration. 

And yet, the story of Jesus’ resurrection is a hard sell.  To believe in the 

resurrection of Jesus takes a lot of faith and courage.  We have no 

hard evidence; we have only the stories as recorded decades after the 

event. 

Furthermore, the world did not seem to fundamentally change.  In fact, less 

than 40 years after Jesus’ death, the Romans destroyed Jerusalem 

and the Temple rather than being destroyed themselves.   

I mean, what is the purpose of a messiah who doesn’t rescue God’s people 

from the clutches of Roman Imperial oppression or a resurrection 

that demonstrates the power of God without freeing the people? 

Today’s epistle passage from 1 Corinthians 15 does say that at the end after 

he has destroyed every ruler and every authority and power, Jesus 

will hand over the kingdom to God the Father. 

But rather than inviting us to fantasize about catastrophic events of the end 

times as in popular culture, Paul urges us to discern dominating 

powers of sin and death in the world, which shape human experience 

and social practice. 

The word translated as “destroy”, for example, has the broader sense of “to 

cause something to lose its power or effectiveness.” Since violence 

begets violence, perhaps the message is not us waiting for Christ to 

come and obliterate all the bad people, as so many “Christians” today 

seem to want (and somehow never seem to be concerned that they 

might be among them). 
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Perhaps we are being asked to relinquish in humility our desire to rule, 

control, or have power over others.  Perhaps, through us, God wants 

to “conquer” others through love, compassion, and forgiveness. 

For belief in the resurrection is not just assuring individual salvation, but 

collective resurrection.   

As we celebrate the most holy of our religious observances, the 

Resurrection of our Lord, let us be reminded that his saving act was 

for everyone.  

Let us remember that the path that Jesus created for us brings us to the 

presence of a loving God who accepts us all.  

Let us join with the prophets and testify about the one and emulate his life 

by living a life where we can be described by others as going about 

doing good and healing those around us because God is with us.  

For the Easter story did not end at the empty tomb; it only started there 

and continues through today.  And God calls us to be part of that 

story—living it, telling it, and embracing it for all the world’s people.   

For he is not only our Lord; he is the Lord of all. 

In the name of God the Creator, God the Redeemer, and God the Sustainer.  

Amen.   


