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“What you see is what you get.”  An advertisement may say that about a 

product, meaning the product you are looking at is exactly what you 

get if you buy it. 

Or a person may say that about themselves or someone else, meaning that 

they are exactly as they appear, often in a rough or coarse fashion, but 

they have no hidden agenda or act differently with different people. 

But you could also flip it a bit to be about how *you* see something or 

someone.  In other words, if you are looking with a preconceived 

notion or experience, that is what you will see. 

You have probably seen this in yourself after you bought a new car.  All of 

the sudden it seems all the cars you see on the road are like the one 

you just got. 

Of course, we see this in spades in politics.  If you are against your elected 

official, you tend to see only the negative things and if you are for 

them, you tend to see only the positive.  What you see—what you look 

for—it what you get.  

We all have these biases, these conditioned responses.  As humans we can’t 

function on a day-to-day basis without some form of them; you can’t 

consider all possibilities for each and everything.   

But we do need to be open to a different point of view. 

Today’s well-known story of Saul’s encounter with Jesus from Acts 9 

highlights dramatically being opened to different point of view. 

The first time we hear about Saul is in chapter 7, where Luke tells us that 

Saul was standing guard over the coats of those who would execute 

Stephen in brutal fashion. But he’s not just a passive witness. No, Acts 

8:1 say “And Saul approved of their killing him.” 
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It’s important to remember that Saul sees himself as the good guy trying to 

protect the faith.  Saul saw this new movement—called “The Way”—

started by Jewish people as deviating from the true faith and 

corrupting those who are becoming adherents. 

Saul is the classic example of the devout person who is so determined to do 

good that they are blinded (initially metaphorically and then literally) 

to the destructive consequences of their purity campaign. He does 

much harm as he is trying to do good. 

His one-track focus on righteousness narrows rather than expands his 

vision of what God is up to. 

It was not just that Saul had theological differences with members of the 

Way, but it was his inability to see past those differences and relate to 

their humanity that engendered his hatred for them. 

When the light from heaven flashed around him and he fell to the ground, 

Jesus says to him, “Why do you persecute *me*?”  Not “Why do you 

persecute my people?” but “Why do you persecute me?” 

That is, when Saul afflicts the faithful, he actually persecutes Jesus himself! 

Whenever Christians are harassed and abused, Jesus is most 

assuredly present with the oppressed. 

In fact, Jesus’ presence serves as an excellent reminder that his ascension is 

not the inauguration of a time when Jesus is absent from the life of 

the faithful, but that it has just begun. 

Here Jesus tells Saul to “get up and enter the city and you will be told what 

it is necessary for you to do.” 
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Even though Saul opens his eyes, he cannot see and for three days was 

without sight, echoing the three days from the crucifixion of death to 

resurrection of new life. 

Now here is where it gets interesting in a more subtle way.  God tells a 

disciple names Ananias to go to a house where Saul is and lay his 

hands on Saul that he might regain his sight. 

Ananias knows who Saul is and says in verses 13-14, “Lord, I have heard 

from many about this man, how much evil he has done to your saints 

in Jerusalem; and here he has authority from the chief priests to bind 

all who invoke your name.” 

But God tells him, “This is the guy is the one to spread the good news to 

everyone, though he will suffer along the way.” 

So, Ananias goes and does what God commands. 

I don’t know about you, but I don’t think I would have so readily gone 

along.  This man has been responsible, directly or indirectly, the 

killing of people who are followers of Jesus.  He is like the arch enemy 

and we’re supposed to help him?  

But Ananias does go, lays his hands on Saul who immediately can see again, 

and then baptizes him. 

Saul then goes an proclaims Jesus in the synagogues that “He is the Son of 

God.” 

Really?  Just like that?  No consequences for Paul’s actions to date?  The 

followers of Christ are just supposed to let bygones be bygones as well 

as believe Saul has truly done a 180? 
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The answer is, apparently, yes.  Now not everyone accepts without 

reservation right away, but Saul’s actions go from being their lead 

persecutor to being the lead prosecutor, promulgator of the faith.   

We talk about the “conversion” of Saul, but really Saul’s extraordinary 

experience on the road to Damascus is a call, a commissioning akin to 

the call of Isaiah or one of the twelve. 

But Ananias has a “conversion” or “calling.”  And, like Isaiah, when God 

says, “Ananias” his response is “Here I am, Lord.” 

Both Saul and Ananias have to see things differently than before.  But have 

to put an immense trust in the Lord, risking their lives in the hands of 

each other. 

In chapter 11 the followers of Christ will be called “Christians”, but here, 

being called people of “The Way” is in many ways more descriptive. 

“The Way” is a powerful metaphor for Christian identity. Instead of being 

identified by a set of beliefs, these faithful communities were known 

by their character in the world.  The Way” suggests that faith is a 

living, active way of life. 

In today’s gospel lesson even though Jesus appeared to the disciples on 

Easter and again a week later with Thomas present, they still don’t 

recognize him when they go out fishing; it was not what they expected 

to see.  But after their miraculous catch of 153 fish Peter recognizes 

him and then the others.   

Jesus then commissions Peter.  But he doesn’t send him out in search of 

instant conversions. Instead after each affirmation of Peter that he 

indeed does love Jesus, Jesus says, “Feed my lambs, tend my sheep, 

and feed my sheep.”   
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Disciples of Jesus are to be doers.  What Jesus wants us to see are those in 

need, those who are hurting, those who are lost and helping them 

rather than imposing dogma or orthodoxy—as we see it—on people. 

Just as God told Paul—and Ananias—the good news of Jesus Christ is not 

just for a few, but for all.  Not just for those who look like us or act like 

us, but for all who yearn to love and be loved, just as God has loved 

us. 

Surely, we can all see that. 

In the name of God the Creator, God the Redeemer, and God the Sustainer.  

Amen.   


