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June 5, 2022 – Pentecost – The Lord’s Supper 

Acts 2:1–21   The Spirit rushes down on the disciples.  

Psalm 104:24–34, 35bThe Spirit of God renews the earth.  

Romans 8:14–17   The Spirit prays with and through us.  

John 14:8–17, 25–27   Jesus promises the Holy Spirit.  

Sermon: “Joined at the Hip” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching  

 

 

 

June 12, 2022 – Trinity Sunday – The Lord’s Supper 

Proverbs 8:1–4, 22–31 The divine Wisdom was with God in the Beginning. 

Psalm 8   How excellent thy name! 

Romans 5:1–5   God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Spirit. 

John 16:12–15   The Spirit guides us in truth. 

Sermon: “Justified” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 

 
 

 

June 19, 2022 – Second Sunday after Pentecost 

1 Kings 19:1–15a   Elijah flees for his life. 

Psalm 42 and 43   The soul longs for God. 

Galatians 3:23–29   We are heirs through Christ. 

Luke 8:26–39   A possessed man’s demons are exorcised.  

Guest Preacher Peg Ward 

 

 

 

June 26, 2022 – Third Sunday after Pentecost  

2 Kings 2:1–2, 6–14  Elijah transfers leadership to Elisha 

Psalm 77:1–2, 11–20  God’s mighty deeds are recalled. 

Galatians 5:1, 13–25  Christ has set us free to produce the fruits of the Spirit. 

Luke 9:51–62  Would-be followers of Jesus are turned away. 

Sermon: “Freedom” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching  

 

WORSHIP IN JUNE AT STONE CHURCHWORSHIP IN JUNE AT STONE CHURCH 
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Thoughts and Prayers—and Action  
 
I am at a loss at how to discuss the subject.   
 
 
On May 14 we had a mass shooting at a Tops grocery store in Buffalo, NY with 10 
killed and 3 injured by a white male, specifically looking to kill black people.   Just 10 
days later we had a mass shooting at Robb Elementary School in Uvalde, TX school 
where 19 children and 2 teachers were killed and 17 others injured by an 18-year-old 
male for reasons still not clear.  It was the seventh deadliest shooting since Columbine shooting on April 20, 
1999 at Columbine High School in Littleton, CO, when two teens went on a shooting spree, killing 13 
people and wounding more than 20 others.  At least 2,000 people have been killed or injured in mass 
shootings in the U.S. since Columbine.  In 2020, firearm-related injuries became the leading cause of death 
among children and adolescents in the U.S., though the vast majority in smaller, day-to-day incidents. 
 
The reasons for these shootings (virtually all by males) are complex with no one single answer.  The same is 
for solutions; there is no one single answer.  But that does not mean there are no answers; it just means we 
need to work at it.  “Sending thoughts and prayers” but doing nothing about the situation is hypocritical.  
God made us stewards of his world and Jesus commanded us to help those in need—not just pray for them.   
 
Unfortunately, issues such as these, have hardened partisan divides.  I probably lost some people, perhaps 
forever, after my second sentence in this column because I “strayed into politics.”  But we cannot be 
children of God, if we aren’t helping children of our own.  I am not suggesting any particular course of 
action, but I am suggesting we take some course(s) of action.  We should view this as a public health 
problem and explore ways to mitigate or reduce these incidents and be open to solutions both interim and 
addressing the root causes.  Like poverty and racism, we must not only help those who are victims of the 
shootings, but also to work to fix the structural issues that cause these shootings in the first place. 
 
Of course, firearm injuries are not the only 
challenge to our children or even our society, 
but they are ones that have risen most in the 
past 20 years and affect the most vulnerable 
and, yet, remain the most controversial even to 
discuss. 
 
As Christians, we must take concrete actions 
that promote peace and are grounded in love for 
each other as Jesus commanded us to do.   
 
We start June with Pentecost when “divided 
tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a 
tongue rested on each of them. All of them 
were filled with the Holy Spirit.” (Acts 2:3-4a).  
Let us allow the Spirit to fill us and to lead us to paths of righteousness—that is making things right—for 
sake of him who sacrificed himself out of his love for us.   
 
Shalom,  
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          Historical Period Revisited---A Glimpse into Stone Church’s Past 

                                                                                         

                                                                       The Role of Women in the Early Church 

 

When this church was founded by Dr. Jonathan Edwards August 29, 179l, 83 men of the community met to 
establish “The Society of Clinton” and their first formal meeting was held September 1, 1791. Their “big” book 
contains all the notes from Sept. l, 1791 – March 28, 1916. I recently learned that all previous trustee materials 
were deposited in Hayes National Bank now known as (NBT) by T. Thompson president of the Board of 
Trustees and a new trustee book was started April 16, 1916. It revealed that by 1918, Ada Robinson was elected 
the treasurer who held the position for 28 years until 1946 when she asked the board that she be replaced. 
Orville Gruman was elected treasurer and all on the Board gave Ada Robinson many thanks for her faithful 
service. By 1935 two other women were elected to the trustees--Mrs. Dudley and a Mrs. Lewis. More research 
revealed that as time went on more women began to serve as trustees. 

The decision to become Presbyterian in 1864 was done because the Utica Presbytery was closer making 
communications and decisions much easier. The Oneida Association headquarters for the Congregationalists 
were too far away during horse and buggy days. When officers did arrive for special meetings often business 
couldn’t be transacted due to a lack of a quorum. 

When the “Old Stone Church” burned on July 10, 1876, a special meeting of the congregation on July 18, 1876 
was held when a motion was carried unanimously “to rebuild at once.” Committees were formed and the 
Baptist church generously offered our people to hold services in their church until our new church was built and 
ready for use. As plans developed for rebuilding, another meeting was held on Oct. 11, 1876 and a vote was 
taken for approval. According to Rev. Wylie’s research one historically important note in the minutes of this 
meeting shows that the ladies voted. Whether this was the first time is not stated but it is certain that up to the 
middle of the century, women had neither voice nor vote in decisions relating to this church. 

The women showed their strengths in other ways. Around 1800, a Sewing Society was begun mainly to raise 
funds for support of missionaries. For approximately two generations these women faithfully worked and gave 
their time to a worthy cause. Later these women took responsibility for taking care of the interior of the Manse. 
Dorothy Carpenter, one of our latest benefactors of our church remembered how her mother took this 
responsibility seriously and came home upset that the minister’s kids had been roller skating on the hardwood 
floors. In 1857, another missionary society joined in 1881 with the sewing society and for twenty-five years an 
average of $600 annually was given to sponsor missionaries abroad. 

Other women joined in bible study groups such as the Morrill Bible Class that met in private homes for study.  
The group started in 1908 and continued for at least 45 years. The Sigma Bible Class was made up of younger 
men and women. For a number of years they had at least fifty to sixty members and the class had done many 
things for the church. A similar class called “Sigma” chosen as symbolic for “Service” was organized for young 
women not only for study but to share in many significant and helpful projects in the life of the church. 

The Hudson Bible class was begun for young women in 1910 as a bible study group but also gave service to the 
church and to mission causes named after Rev. Hudson who was the minister at the time of the fire and saw 
them through the rebuilding of the new church. 

Now I understand why reading through some old documents the officers would write, “Let’s ask the ladies if 
they can help us out financially.”  The ladies were not only helpful but resourceful and most of all they felt 
committed in doing God’s work. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                                         MISSION  2022—JUNE 

 

What comes after “WHEW”? 

 

Is it spring, or is it summer? Weather wise, we have experienced quantities of both the cold 
windy days of spring and the sultry humid days of summer. Both appear regularly enough to 
create uncertainty.  As a Church congregation we’ve had quantities of heartache and angst, the 
springtime bustle of much activity both as part of the Clinton area community and within our 
own congregation. Enveloping all this, has been our desire for a relief from dismay and hope 
for the welcome changes of summer.  All this has been accompanied by the relentless ups and 

downs of Covid and its variants. My reaction is to say, “Whew!”  My guess is, I am not alone in this sentiment.  

That is not to say it is time to set aside gratitude for God’s grace so freely bestowed upon each of us. Nor can 
others be treated in any way but with kindness, acceptance and generosity. Grace and loving concern for others is 
part of our very being.  But practically speaking, I am going to accept taking a bit of time as a “whew” moment.  

To be clear, I still am going to ask you to remember to support The Country Pantry and Hope House. I still am 
going to stress the importance of our considering the financial responsibilities associated with the maintenance of 
our church building and our congregational activities. More importantly, I am going to stress the importance of 
remembering the world at large. We live on a planet beset by turmoil, violence, senseless quests for power and 
gross disregard for life itself. Each of us must do the work to choose a response to these events, a response in 
keeping with our relationship with our God. 

What I am NOT going to do is plan more activities and work for June, July and August.    

What I am going to do is continue to investigate what we can do to support the refugee community and the work 
of The Center, the agency that shepherds the newcomers through their assimilation into the Utica area.  I also am 
going to consider the various Church World Service 2022 blanket programs and be ready for us to participate in 
the fall.  I am enthusiastically going to plan future Lunch and Learning activities that will be both fun and educa-
tional.  Above all, I am going to be grateful for all of you who support me and the Mission activities of Stone 
Church. You will remain in my thoughts and prayers. From this time of “Whew,” I am going to move forward to 
continue doing the most I can to serve our God and his people. I would be delighted to have each of you join me. 
And yes, you can start by also saying, “Whew!” 

 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   
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COMMUNITY COLLECTION DAY  Thanks to everyone for another wonderful Community 

Collection Day today! We couldn’t ask for better weather of 83 degrees and sunny!  We will look to do this 

again next year around the same time and hopefully get the paper shredder again (though the music was more 

pleasant to listen to than the truck!). 

The number of food items, including those from LutheranCare, was 469,   We did collect $1497.38 in cash and 

checks on the Green and $583.00 from the bake sale for a total of $2080.38! 
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HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following; 

SMALL SHAMPOO, SMALL CONDITIONER, RAZORS and  LOTION.  Any 

donation that you designate for food or personal needs will be greatly appreciated.  Any 

questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (315-853-8289) or ceilgilbert@yahoo.com 
 

THE COUNTRY PANTRY:  As we head into the summer months, items for the 

kids packs are essential; peanut butter, jelly, granola bars, crackers & cheese, fruit cups 

or cans of fruit, pudding cups, raisins, applesauce, crackers, and fruit drinks. 

Monetary donations may also be made thru the church or mailed directly to the pantry at P.O. 

Box 76, Clinton. 

THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  In the 1980’s, metal costs in Moradabad had skyrocketed, not 

unlike the spike seen in 2020.  50% of the 800,000 people living in Moradabad work as 

artisans and they were struggling to make ends meet with material costs so high.  This 

inspired businessman, Samuel Masih to create a place where artists, and subsequently their 

families and communities could thrive. In that light Noah’s Ark was created, a group that 

works with more than 40 independently operating workshops, translating to 

around 500 individual artisans who now have steady, fair income in safe 

workplaces: no longer experiencing exploitation by exporters or costly 

middlemen acting as gateways to the markets necessary to artisans’ 

financial prosperity. For the avid cyclist, our Bike Chain Wall Hook is a must-have host gift.  

It is made from recycled bicycle chains, is 11.75” long and 8.75” high and includes three 

hooks. These and MANY, MANY more uniquely handcrafted gift items from 36 different 

countries can be found at our FAIR TRADE SHOP, STONE PRESBYERIAN CHURCH, 8 SO. PARK 

ROW, CLINTON.  Our hours are 10am to 4pm every Thursday, SECOND SATURDAYS, and at the 

Farmer’s Market on the Village Green in Clinton starting June 2nd, 2022.  Purchasing fair trade items 

ensures artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, providing dignity, sustainable 

development and hope to marginalized people. LET US BE YOUR GO-TO GIFT SHOP!  Visit us at 

https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Also, We could always use more volunteers!  

Don’t forget that starting on June 2nd 

the Fair Trade Shoppe is at the Farmers 

Market on the Village Green every 

Thursday from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.  

    ATTENTION!! 
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4 - Krystal Pavlot 

5 - Nola Monohan 

14 - Amanda Lalonde 

  Simon Bishop 

16 - Christine Menard 

17  - Adam Blanks 

19 - David Kolb 

23 - Kevin Bering 

29 - Paul Joseph 

30 - Caleb Fletcher 

 

JUNE BIRTHDAYS PRAYER REQUEST 

 

The Families of Uvalde, TX 

The Residents of Buffalo 

The People of Ukraine 

Tim & Debra LaFont 

Daniel Kolb and Family 

Family of Sara Tolliver 

Michael Britton 

Erin Todd 

Sue Raitt 

          Happy Anniversary!! 

   6-25-60             Frank & Grace Whittemore 

   6-06-70             Pete & Donna Goodfriend 

To all the father’s, dad’s, daddy’s 

dada’s,  Pop’s, Poppa’s...We want 

to wish you a very special day!  

Lea Grace Miller, granddaughter of Bev Miller graduated May 
14th from University of North Carolina Wilmington, magna cum 
laude with a degree in nursing.  She has accepted a job at Wake 
Medical Center in Raleigh in the emergency department.  So 
proud of her !!! 

 

On Sunday, June 26th during worship we will be baptizing 

Nora Rosa Eguren-LaFont.  She is the daughter of Sarah 

LaFont & Jon Eguren-Juarez and the granddaughter of Tim & 

Debra LeFont. 
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DON’T FORGET THE DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the first Sunday of 

each month. All of the loose money collected on those 

Sundays will go to support the ministry of the Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons - Jim Gavett, 

Helen Leonard, Hal & Linda Rance, Judy LaGasse, Bev 

Miller, Mary Chamberlain, & Emily Hughes. 

     SESSION MEETING HIGHLIGHTS – MAY 9, 2022 

 

Donna Goodfriend, Emily Hughes, John and Mary Ann Stiefvater attended the Stanley Theater to view a documentary about 
the refugee center that came to our area on how refugees are adjusting to the area. Evidently it takes a refugee between 7 to 
13 years for the person to learn and then be able to contribute back to the community and the center. The event was well at-
tended. An effort was made to reach out to the center to find out how the church might be able to help but was unsuccessful. 
Because Emily Hughes has a contact, she will try again in effort to reach out to them. 

 Rob Kolb had asked to take July and August off for vacation time. The session VOTED and agreed that Rob take July and 
August vacation with unpaid leave. With Scott taking July 17 to August 14 off, pulpit supply will be a challenge along with 
organist’s supply. 

 The session showed great appreciation for Ceil Gilbert’s hard work and VOTED to accept the audit report for 2021. She had 
completed the audit of the detailed data for the Presbyterian Foundation, Memorial Fund, investment account, Fair Trade 
Shop, Deacon’s Fund and the Women’s Association fund. Balance sheet details were examined for the Church’s General 
Fund and compared to the bank records.  

 In regards to the Community Collection Day the planning committee decided not to have the bake sale take place on The 
Green for logistical reasons but open to having it at our church May 14th from 9 a.m.-noon. Mary Chamberlain organized it 
with other churches. Mary Zimbler, the head of the Community Pantry, gave a sobering report from the last food distribution 
that the need is still great.  

 The treasurer, Chris Menard, reported that our investment account reported an $8,000 gain and that $15,000 was withdrawn 
for the furnace with $8,000 paid for the down payment with $6,000 that will be paid upon completion of the job. So far $366 
of donations came in for the AED. A generous sum of $2,335 was raised for the One Great Hour of Sharing. 

 She also talked to Dwight Dibble about the roof and he thinks that possibly in 1 – 2 years work will be needed.  Her concern 
was that we need to plan ahead and start saving. The leak is near the organ. 

 The property committee reported that two doors to the Fair Trade Shop need work and an air conditioner was installed in 
Janice’s office. 

 Mary Ann Stievater received a letter from Larry Beasley—the Presbytery Leader and State Clerk He explained that in Feb-
ruary of this year there were ice jams in the East Canada Creek that caused flooding in Dodgeville damaging many homes. 
The Presbyterian Disaster Assistance on behalf of the United Lutheran Presbyterian Parish in Dodgeville helped people in 
the town with recovery and repairs. Larry wanted everyone at Stone Presbyterian to know that those that contributed to the 
“One Great Hour of Sharing also helped folks in Dodgeville and said “many thanks to the saints at Stone” 

 Linda Rance reports that the deacons are doing well financially and were able to contribute $100 to the Country Pantry and 
$100 toward the future purchase of an AED. 
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Want to see what else is on the calendar?   
You don’t have to call the office.  Go to 
our home web page - stonepres.org, and 
click on the “Calendar” tab at the top or 
on the calendar icon. 

The office will be closed on Tuesdays, 
starting July 12th through the month of 
August.  We will resume regular hours 
on September 6th. 
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DEACON’S CORNER 

“For ages 3 to 9” said the review of A Child’s Bible.  Great!  An 

opportunity to help children in your life get to know about God.  

Vibrant, full color illustrations.  A compendium of old and New 

Testament Stories “rewritten” for children to understand.  Perfect 

for bedtime stories. 

  

A HUGE thank you to EVERYONE who helped out in ANY WAY with our Drive-Thru Pie Sale on 

Saturday, May 21, 2022.  We had lots of participation, both in baking and selling the pies.  A special 

thanks to Donna Goodfriend for her generous donation of supplies. We were able to raise $1,560 which 

will go to support our various mission projects at the end of the year.  The weather was very hot, but we 

managed to cope with it. We are looking forward to our Autumn Pie Sale. 

Respectfully yours, 

Ceil Gilbert 
Secretary/Treasurer, Women’s Association 
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  
Please note that per capita payments for 2022 are now being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is 
$41.14 per member. The church is assessed this amount for each member on the membership roll. The per capita 
is the cost of our representative democracy as a church and supports the meetings and operations of the Presby-
tery, Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending your per capita either directly to the church office 
(P.O. Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your pledge envelope.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

COMMUNITY COLLECTION DAY BAKE SALE:  A BIG thank you to everyone at 
Stone Church who baked for the sale. Also, a thank you to Donna, Janice, Ceil, Trish, Dave White and Scott for 
setting up, selling and taking down tables and canopy.  We had a wonderful variety of baked goods.  We made a 
grand total of $623! 

OUR NEW BANISTERS AT THE FRONT OF THE CHURCH 

You no doubt will have seen these banisters prior to the arrival of the newsletter that was constructed by Dwight 
Dibble and put in place on May 25th.  The need for them had grown over the years and it is a wonder no one has 
fallen. The banisters were really a must!  We have seen Dwight doing all sorts of things around the church from 

climbing into the church tower for repair work, spray washing 
or painting from the lift, painting in the church or fixing 
things for the Fair Trade Shoppe but how many of you have 
seen some of his beautiful woodworking skills. Recently he 
had made a beautiful large bookcase for the Historical Society 
to match the other one on display to house the materials for 
the public to help with their research.   

                         He’s a man with wonderful skills and we are fortunate he is able to help us when needed. 

                                   CHURCH PICNIC!! 

                                                          July 10, 2022 
 

Now that Summer is just around the corner…..it is time to think about warm days and 
being outside and enjoying the company and laughter of good friends. John & Chris 
Menard have again offered their lovely home to have our Church picnic. We want 

EVERYONE to attend…not just Church members but all friends of the Church too. We especially 
want to see kids enjoying themselves.  There will be lots of activities for them to do! And we haven’t forgotten to 
have games for us “older” kids too!!! It is always a fun day and the food is always amazing! There will be a signup 
sheet in the Norton Room so we know approximately how many to expect. Please mark your calendars for Sunday, 
July 10, at 1:00.  See you ALL there!!!! 



 

 

 

To see a color version of this newsletter in pdf format, visit stonepres.org. 

  

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                    Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

                Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                           Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

                Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

                Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

                www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

                www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

                                         Sunday Worship 10:30 am in person, streamed & recorded on Facebook Live 

                                                                Church Office hours: 9:00 am - 1:00 pm weekdays 

Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Donna Goodfriend, Midge 

Bakos & Bev Miller who have folded, taped 

and labeled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the July/Aug 
newsletter is Monday, August 22nd. 
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